As a diverse family of believers in Jesus Christ, our mission is to glorify God
by celebrating and sharing God’s renewing and transforming love as:
We worship the living God with joy and thanksgiving.
We teach the Word of God to deepen our faith and to grow in
our love for Jesus Christ.
We serve others through sharing the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
We fellowship to enrich and energize our life together as a congregation.
We nurture and embrace all God’s children.

First

June and July 2022

We are now in our summer schedule with the 10am worship time on Sunday mornings. I am particularly energized by the “elective” to follow our summer worship—reflections from a book entitled 28 Hymns
to Sing Before You Die (by John Mulder and Morgan Roberts). The authors, both outstanding Presbyterian
preachers, acknowledge that they remember more hymns than sermons! Even if you do not consider yourself
a “singer,” you will find some marvelous reflections on hymn texts and hymn stories. Drop in on any Sunday
for this elective (starting June 12) after our summer worship.
“Summer” brings up thoughts of vacation, cooking out, a slower schedule, and the like…but faith
practices are always “in season.” I have always gravitated to this simple guide to faith practices:
“Worship+2.” That is, on a weekly basis, I worship and do 2, consciously faith actions—Sunday School
class, participate in a church event, check on my neighbor, step up to civic responsibility for a better community, serve in a mission function, attend choir practice, pick up litter on my street, etc. In this newsletter, you
will find multiple ways to address the “plus 2.” See you in worship…and best to you in all your “plus 2” faith
practices.
Peace,
William

Summer worship hours will continue at 10:00 am and Sunday School classes will not meet.
Regular hours will resume on August 21st with Rally Day.
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Columbarium Update
Work on the Columbarium will continue through June and possibly into July. The
construction schedule is being driven by a yet unconfirmed delivery date for the
Columbarium units. In the interest of your safety, please be mindful of barriers,
ribbons, and signage marking the construction area. Handicap access to the sanctuary from the First Citizens parking lot will be maintained during construction.
A contract has been initiated with TG&R for installation of the Memorial Garden
and landscaping associated with the Columbarium. That installation will take place once construction of
the Columbarium has been completed.
Many of our members will choose a final resting place other than First Presbyterian Church. For those
folks, a Memorial Plaque or Niche is not a consideration. A Legacy Plaque, however, honors former
members and staff who have served faithfully in this congregation, but whose remains are interred or
inurned in another location. It’s an excellent way to leave a permanent, highly visible record for all future
generations to see that says that person was a part of the First Presbyterian Church
family. It’s also an excellent way for current members of our church family to honor
ancestors that were an important part of our church’s history. If a Memorial Plaque or
Niche is not an option that appeals to you, please consider purchasing a Legacy
Plaque.
If reservation of a Niche or purchase of a Memorial or Legacy Plaque does not interest you, a contribution to the Columbarium or Memorial Garden funds will be most beneficial.
If you have any questions or need any additional information, please contact one of the Task Force members (Kathy Pender, Mimi Goodner, Barry Goodner, Joe Hardy, Bob Norwood, Kara Wheeler, or Bob
Ballard). Thanks to those members who have already chosen to participate in this opportunity.

Thank you for your kind and generous donations to the Presbyterian Communities of SC.
First Presbyterian’s gift to the charitable care this year was $1745.
Your gifts are greatly appreciated.
In Loving Memory of:
Our Mothers
Sarah Faulkenberry
Dorothy H. Amick
My parents, Jim & Trudy Mason
My mother, Dorothy Steele Hollis
Susan Moore
Martha Waltrip
Alice Rice & Lelia Sheppard
Myrtie Ayers
Ruth McNaull Smith
Dorothy Allen Dodd
Inez Plonk Dodd
Trudie Robertson
My mother, Frances Carter
John Casey, Sr
Isabel Jurado
Preston Norwood
Alice Gann
Mrs. Ophelia Holt, Ken’s mother
Our mothers, Eleanor Hunsucker
& Alice Moore

Given by:
Bill & Joanne Lehman
Malcolm & Debbie Faulkenberry
Malcolm & Debbie Faulkenberry
Ellie Dawson
Kathy James
Joanne & Kinch Edwards
John Abernathy
Mary Anne Sheppard
Jean Horton
Nancy Smith Jones
Allen D. Katz
Allen D. Katz
Janet & Stephen Mullinax
Linder Tucker
Peggy Casey
Peggy Casey
Peggy Casey
Sue Munn
Karen & Ken Holt
Mike & Ann Hunsucker

In Loving Honor of:
Mrs. Beverly Carnes, Karen’s mother
Margaret Ann Tice
Jean Horton
Florence W. Keely, my mother
Shirley Bennett & Jamie Allen

Given by:
Karen & Ken Holt
Karen & Ken Holt
Karen & Ken Holt
Dave Keely
Caroline Allen & Michael Lewis

Dear Our Church Family,
Thank you all so much for
the lovely reception for my
sister, Susan. It has meant so
much to our family to be
honored in such a beautiful
way. So many of you helped
with
flowers,
food,
arrangements, the service and
the reception. The gathering of
family & friends means so
much at a difficult time like
this. We are blessed to be part
of this family of faith at FPC.
We grieve, but not as those
without faith, hope, and grace.
Peace and Love,
Kathy James and Family
Dear fellow members of First
Presbyterian,
Thank you all for your prayers
and support during a truly
overwhelming
time
of
bereavement. I can say with
absolute certainty and sincerity
that I couldn’t be making it
through this journey without
you. I lost count of the many
cards, and you have given me
in-person support, as well, in
your sharing of your own
experiences, your hugs, your
text messages and phone calls.
Because of you, I have never
felt alone, and your comfort has
made it possible to still keep
joy in my heart.
Love and peace to all,
Ellie

Congratulations
Graduate!
John Demchak graduated
from Wofford College this
Spring with a B.S. degree in
Chemistry.

Congrats John!
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS!
Committee Meetings
Tuesday, June 7
6:30 pm Deacons Meeting

1

Henry Janicke

1

Mike Goodner

Craig Rollins

4

Sue Munn
Chris Wheeler

2

Tara Park

4

Ashley Kay

5

Diane Bailey

7

Michael Bailey

8

Will Read

9

David Gresham

11

Phyllis Ferguson

6
8

12

Avadell Smith

14

Gene Black

11 Wylie Rollings
14 John Demchak
15 Jennifer Abernathy
Deneen Gresham
Winterton Zelinski
16 Beth Janicke
18 Barry Goodner

Kim Crean

Acolytes

July 3
July 10
July 17
July 24
July 31

Olivia Gr een, Michael Gr een
J oJ o Zelinski, Penelope Zelinski
Libba Fair cloth, J amison Deese
Elizabeth Rober son, Br ynn Par k

Carol Stevenson

19

Nancy Jones

22

Isla Bradshaw

19 Diane Hale
22 Griffin Joiner

Mason Goodner

23 David Burton

23

Patti Cloninger

24

Shirley Burton

26

Courtney Cloninger

24 Marshall Rikard

Floyd Hale

Jody Spradley
Charlie Stevenson
JoJo Zelinski
25 Russ Rumford
27 Patricia Johnson
28 Dora Bowman

Sar a J ur ado, Mar shall Riker
Ann Lowry Fair cloth, McCain Nichols
Chyler Gockel, Addie Nichols
Henr y Goodner , Mason Goodner
J oseph Hunsucker , Penelope Zelinski

Larry Wineland
29 Lauren Willliams
30 Mary Anne Sheppard

Contact Sheryl Smith if you are unable to serve
on your scheduled date.
Ring Those Bells!
If your children or family would
like to ring the bell on Sunday
morning during June or July,
please email or text Sheryl Smith
with dates you are available

Liz Hindson

10 Elizabeth Cycak

Kim Carpenter

June 5
June 12
June 19
June 26

Grace Gresham
Ann Lowry Faircloth

Terry Dodge

July 3
J oanne Edwar ds
July 10 J ennifer Gr een
July 17 J oanne Lehman
July 24 Vickey Dodge
July 31 Michele Mur doch

JULY BIRTHDAYS

Hattie Verdery
31 Chip Hutchison
Deacons on Call

June
Diane Bailey
Tom Hickman
Freeman Sturgis

July
Mickey Johnson
Steve Mullinax
Linder Tucker
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We pray for others because Jesus has taught us to. We share each other’s
burdens and seek God’s comfort.
Our Prayer Ministry is now accepting prayer requests. You may provide as much or as
little information as you wish and know that prayers will be offered at a moment’s notice.
We are including the guidelines as reminders when you are submitting requests:
The Prayer Ministry was started within the Diaconate as a confidential means of prayer
request for FPC members and immediate family members. This was amended to immediate family per Richard as the requests got out of hand and that was not the original intent. The actual request needs to come from the person needing/requesting prayer
or an immediate family member.
A prayer request through the Prayer Ministry is not made public to the congregation
without the permission of the person the prayer request is for. This is due to the confidentiality of this Group.
Prayer requests that come through the Prayer Ministry and are posted within the Newsletter, E-News, etc need to be followed up so they can be removed when appropriate.
Contact Diane Bailey (803-242-2391or cockymom1234@gmail.com).

PRAYER LIST
Please keep these members of our congregation in your prayers:
Health Concerns: Beth Easley, Worth Kendall, Mary Tice, Audrey Moore,
Shirley Burton, Alvane Deal, Bill Kayser, Izzy Brooks, and Carolyn Williams
Christian Sympathy: Tommy Evans and his family in the death of his wife,
Cheryl Hoffman., who passed away on May 18.
Nancy Hanna and her family in the death of her sister, Mary Dubard. Mrs.
Dubard passed away on May 27th.

Please keep the following members of the military in your
prayers:
Stephen “Anthony” Bradley
(Teresa Bradley’s son & Jean
Horton's grandson)
Navy
Matthew Blackwelder
Blackwelder, Matthew B.
Navy
Matt, Kellie, Jackson, and
Bryson Blackwelder
Major and Mrs. Ryan Middleton (Laura Keely)
Air Force

Family of Susan Moore, who passed away on May 4.
Friends and Family Members to keep in our prayers:
Judy Holmes
Carol Hines
Keira Esposito

If you or someone you know has a pastoral need, please contact Kara
Wheeler or Rev. Dr. William C. Pender. You can also contact the church
office .
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Ladies Out to Lunch meets every Sunday after
worship at the back Main Street corner of the
church. You are invited to join us for good food,
fellowship, and fun!
Ladies Night Out will dine at Sweet Tea Café,
(formerly Kinch’s) across from the library at 6 pm
on Thursday, June 16. RSVP no later than noon
on Wednesday, June 15.

The Walking Group will continue through the summer.
Meet on the narthex steps on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at
8:30 am

Seniors Yoga Class
Summer hours are Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 10:00 am.
We invite everyone to join us!

Women’s

Montreat

It’s time to sign up for our
annual Fall Family Weekend
in Montreat. All reservations
and payments are due by June
26.
Email Bev or Kara for more
information.
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Library Summer Hours: The Jurado Children’s Library will be open and staffed every Wednesday morning in June and

July from 9 to 12 noon. The library will be open other times, but it will be unstaffed unless special arrangements are made with the
Librarian.
New church members with children below the age of 8 are encouraged to take advantage of these times to train the children in the usage of
the church libraries. Summer is a great time to advance your children’s reading and library skills.

Featured Library Collections:

Each week the library staff will feature a collection or group of books in the Isabel Jurado
Children’s Library. This week the featured works are fairy tales and stories for all ages. We have some of the old standards published by
Walt Disney and Golden Books such as Cinderella and the Ugly Duckling. We also have a new six volume collection published by Sirius.
While the stories in these books will prove to be very popular with all children, they need to be read to younger children by adults and
older children. They include Norse and Irish Tales, the complete works of Grimms, Hans Christian Anderson and Perrault and a collection
of tales from around the world. Please check out only one of these books at a time. The complete collection is 3,000 pages long.

Shalom Rabotai: How would you like to learn what that and a couple hundred more Hebrew words and phrases mean. Will Read

will teach a course on Conversational Hebrew beginning the week after Labor Day. Participants should be 14 years old or older. Anyone
who is interested, give Will a call .

Friday, June 10 at 7pm - Saturday, June 11 at a 7am - LOCK-IN at the church! Cost is $40/youth and sign-up is needed by
Sunday, June 5 to arrange transportation. We'll play mini golf, have a mission experience, midnight swim at the Murdoch's, eat
at Waffle House, watch a movie at the church and play sardines before pick-up at 7am Saturday morning and we crash. (This
event is only open to completed 6th-12th graders).
Sunday, June 12 at 5:30pm - Quest for the Best Burger: Meet at Hobo's in Rock Hill at 5:30pm on Sunday, June 12. We'll rate
our burger and talk about mindfulness and caring for our mental health. Each youth will pay for their own meal.
Sunday July 10 at 5:30 pm - Quest for the Best Burger: Meet at Burgers & Barley at 5:30. We’ll rate our burger and talk about
mindfulness and caring for our mental health. Each youth will pay for their own meal.
Wednesday, July 20 - Sunday, July 24: Pr ay for our Middle Schooler s who ar e attending Middle School Montr eat at
Maryville College in Tennessee.
Sunday, August 7: We will go to Carrigan Farms to swim in the quarry Sunday evening. Cost is $30/youth. Plan to leave
church no later than 2:00 pm. Register with Kara by August 3.
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We serve others through sharing the gifts
of the Holy Spirit.
Help for HOPE: Dur ing the month of J une, please
consider donating a jar(s) of peanut butter and a box(es) of
crackers (saltine, graham, or Ritz) for the clients of
Project HOPE. During the summer months when school is
not in session, many children/students will be at home and
responsible for preparing their own food/snacks. Peanut
butter and crackers provide healthy snacks and young children/
students are able to make peanut butter with crackers for
themselves. Please bring your donations to the church and leave
in the box in the narthex by June 19. Thank you so much for
supporting our church wide effort to address the issues of hunger
right here in our own hometown. On behalf of the Mission
Committee and the recipients of our gifts, Thank you!

Dorothy Day
Soup Kitchen
Ladies will meet on Thursday,
June 23rd from 10:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m. We help cook for the
Soup Kitchen on Crawford Road.
Anyone interested should contact
Wendy Blanchard.

Pentecost Special Offering
On June 5, Pentecost Sunday, a special offer ing will be taken to
help the church encourage, develop, and support its young people,
and also address the needs of at risk children. The gifts we share will
help young people learn important lessons about life and faith. A
foundation of faith established during childhood to young adulthood
helps ensure lifelong faith and service. When you give to the
Pentecost Offering, you are helping to provide opportunities for
young people to grow and share in their faith in Christ.
40% of the collection stays with our congregation. Our Mission & Outreach
Committee has recommended that the 40% be designated to support the Strilka
family (refugees from Ukraine) to go towards their airfare to leave Poland and come
to the United States where they will be hosted by a family in Fort Mill.
Mission & Outreach will use funds in their restricted budget to match the amount
collected. Please give generously...for if we all do a little it adds up to a lot.

Mobile Friendly
Website
Re-Development
Will you have extra time this summer? Are you interested in being a
part of building a more mobilefriendly website for our church?
Please reach out to Karen Hickman
or Kara Wheeler for more info on
joining the team.

In partnership with Oakland Ave
Presbyterian Church,
we are
going to host a blood drive in our
gym on Monday, June 6. If you
would like to be volunteer, please
let Kara know. Volunteer shifts
will be two and a half ours: 1:30 3:30, 3:30 - 5:30, 5:30 - 7:30.
To
donate,
go
to
www.redcrossblood.org.
Input
the church zip code 29730 to find
Find A Blood Drive, scr oll
down to June 6, select FPC, and
register for a donation time.
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First Presbyterian Church
234 East Main Street
POST OFFICE BOX 1011
ROCK HILL, SOUTH CAROLINA 29731

Return Service Requested

The Officers of First Presbyterian Church

Staff Contact Information
Church Office: (803) 328-2467
Rev Dr. William C. Pender
Interim

Members of the Session
Class of 2022
Barry Goodner
Cynthia Johnson
Joanne Lehman
Robert Pender
Sheryl Smith

Class of 2023
Bob Ballard
Kathy Blackwelder
Jennifer Green
Jean Horton
Bob Norwood
Elder Emeritus
Margaret Ann Tice

Class of 2024
Matt Elston
Charles Gresham
Bev Keely
Michele Murdoch
Tara Park

Kara Wheeler
Director of Family Ministries
Dr. Donald M. Rogers
Director of Music
M. L. Marley
Organist
Joanne Stogner
Administrative Assistant

Robyn Brown
Financial Secretary

Members of the Diaconate
Class of 2022

Class of 2023

Class of 2024

Lindsey Skinner
Ellie Dawson
Faye Ballard
Steve Mullinax
Diane Bailey

Sam Curry
Tom Hickman
Mickey Johnson
Rob Joiner
Christine White

Gordon Barrett
Deneen Gresham
Freeman Sturgis
Wayne Terry
Linder Tucker

