August 2018 | Monthly Newsletter of Oak Ridge United Methodist Church

A Note from Pastor Christi
Wow! It has been a little over a year since Pastor
Andy and I officially started at ORUMC! What an
exciting year we have had in ministry with you all!
Pastor Andy reported some fun facts at Church
Council that I would like to repeat in this article. In
all of 2017, there were 53 new members. In 2018, so
far, there have been 45 new members. The worship
attendance has increased as well. The growth from
2017-2018 in 8:15 service is 4.65%, 9:00 service is
25.16%, and 11:15 service is 7.74%.
I celebrate the youth, children and family ministries
and the lives touched by these ministries. These
programs are growing our young people into mature
Christians and letting them know they are beloved
children of God. I celebrate the adult education that
takes us deeper in our faith and encourages our
discipleship. I celebrate the music and worship arts
programs and how they make the worship services
vibrant. I have enjoyed seeing people of all ages
using their gifts in the worship services. I love the
passion for mission and the increased giving and
participation in mission this past year. It was a
blessing to have a strong fellowship opportunity
through the Feed & Seed, where we got a chance to

know people from other worship services and to
connect all three services. It was beautiful to see
new friendships come from this time of fellowship.

I look forward to this second year. We are looking at
several opportunities for our church in this second
year; such as, a discipleship time after the Feed &
Seed program, a new members class or a refresher
course for established members, a revival, increased
worship arts opportunities for all ages, a mission trip
to Africa or the Congo, and many more exciting
opportunities that God will provide in the next year.
Pastor Christi

Upcoming Events
Spiritus begins August 10-12, 2018 for rising 6th grade through
rising 12th grade. We will be meeting on Friday at 8:00am. Please
have your youth eat before they come and encourage them to pack
light. Also, we have some youth traveling to Spiritus with severe
peanut and tree nut allergies. Since ORUMC is a nut free campus, we are going to extend that to
the trip as well. Please keep this in mind when purchasing snacks for the car ride, dorm rooms,
etc. Reading labels is important. Nuts are often in granola bars, candies, trail mixes, cookies, etc.
Please be vigilant when purchasing. Thanks for helping keep all the youth safe so this can be a
wonderful trip for all!
CAMP GRACE
August 17-19

GARAGE FOR GOD
COOKOUT

August 5 at 5:00pm
Join us as we start off
the new season!
Jay’s Garage
7827 Athens Road
Stokesdale

Save the Date!!

A weekend camp where you can volunteer to be
with a special need adult (one-on-one) who is
able to enjoy life, touch your heart, make you
laugh or make you cry. You will be in a cabin
with other adults and their campers so no one is
ever alone. It is a great time of fellowship, crafts,
outdoor adventures and good food.
Transportation will be provided by our small
church bus. We plan to leave the church on
August 17 at 9:30am and return on August 19 at
4:00pm. If you are not able to go this year,
would you be willing to bake a dessert for the
annual celebration we have on Saturday night?
Please have desserts at the church no later than
9:00am on August 17. Deadline for camp is
Sunday, August 12. If you are interested in
volunteering,
email
Elaine
Jones
at
elaine@jones3.com.
Our Annual Welcome Home Service & Celebration will be
held on Sunday, September 9th in the Family Life Center
with one combined worship service at 10:30am, followed
immediately by food, fun, & fellowship for everyone! Mark
your calendars now....you won't want to miss this special
day!!
If you are interested in being a part of making this event
happen, please contact Kim Jackson at 704-576-8429 or
kjacksonathome@gmail.com. There's a wide range of tasks
to do, and we can find something that works for you....any
and all help will be very much appreciated!!

BLOOD DRIVE
Our next blood drive will be Monday, August 13, 2:30-7:00pm. Make an appointment at http://
www.oakridgeumc.org/events. On the day of the drive, use the Red Cross RapidPass link to
speed processing once you arrive: https://www.redcrossblood.org/rapidpass. We will process
walk-ins as quickly as possible, but having an appointment and RapidPass will speed your
processing and help speed the flow for everyone. Invite friends. If you cannot donate blood,
consider providing some canteen snacks. The donors really appreciate the homemade items.

Friday, August 24th
6:00 PM
FLC
Rate PG

Please welcome Tracey Ring! While SPRC continues the search for the right person for the
Director of Youth Ministries position, we are delighted to share that Tracey Ring has graciously
agreed to serve as our interim coordinator in this area. We seek your prayers for the right
person to reach and disciple our youth. Thank you for your support and encouragement while
Tracey serves in ministry and mission at Oak Ridge UMC. Thank you Tracey for your help!

Our church is moving to a new church record keeping solution
called Realm®. It primarily serves the administrative needs of
our staff, but it also offers some exciting opportunities to
support the way you are involved in our church. Not only will
this improve work life for our ministry staff, it will make it
easier for our church family to connect with each other, keep
up with what’s going on, and grow as a connected community
of believers. Once implemented, this solution will save the
church money every month. More information coming later in
August.

Mission of the Month—Guatemala Stove & Water Filter Ministry
It seems like just a few years ago when I first traveled to Guatemala, and fell in love with a
beautiful country and a beautiful people. This October I will join fellow ORUMC members on
what will be my tenth trip there. We began our stove and water
filter ministry among the Mayan people in 2009, to address two
debilitating health issues – respiratory illness caused by open
cooking fire smoke, and bacterial and parasitic infections caused by
contaminated drinking water. The stoves and filters are simple
technologies that are life-saving and life-sustaining, and we have
already seen the impact of our work first-hand. The way this
ministry has grown is simply astounding, and evidence of God’s providence. That first team
installed 50 stoves. We have now served 2150 families! This October, three teams will go to
provide for 500 more families.
Before

The Mayan people we go to serve are beyond poor as our country defines it,
living along dirt roads and paths in adobe and tin huts with dirt floors, often
getting by on only one meal a day, and drinking water that makes us
immediately sick. We are truly strangers in a strange land when we visit
there, accepting living conditions we consider difficult, but which are still
far better than what most of them have. There are many mission groups
who go to Guatemala that will not go where we go, or do what we do.

This is truly a joy-filled experience, serving with fellow believers, immersed
in God’s love and care, and discovering anew what it means to trust in Him. Your gifts and our
work are the means by which we share His love and spread the gospel. In turn we are accepted
by those we serve, welcomed into their homes, and thanked with their smiles, hugs, tears and
prayers. With all the work, there is also time to relax, to enjoy the incredible beauty of God’s
creation that surrounds us, and to play with the children that are our constant companions. Our
common faith transcends the barriers of language and culture, and reminds us we are all God’s
children.
I invite you to be a part of this work with us. Please consider
joining us in our journey by supporting a family. $300 will
provide a stove, a water filter and a concrete floor for their
house, and de-worming medicine, although any amount will
make a difference. Donations can be made to Oak Ridge UMC,
marked MoM “Guatemala stoves.” Thank you for your prayers
and your support.
Spencer Sullivan

After

Sharing and Giving
August Food Collections
Backpack Ministry
Peanut Butter (15 oz. or smaller plastic container) and Squeezable Jelly (20 oz. plastic container)
Good Samaritan Food Pantry
Canned Fruit or Fruit Cocktail

Please place donations in the Donation Center located near the church office.
Thank you for your support.

Feed and Seed Wednesday Night Fellowship Meal
Our next meal will be on Wednesday, August 22 at 5:30pm. Mark your calendar now!! The Guatemala
team members will prepare a special meal as a fundraiser for the Guatemalan families to be served by
our teams in October.
Our WEEKLY meals will resume on Wednesday, September 12. In the meantime, if you are interested in
helping with this ministry in ANY way (set-up crew, clean-up crew, welcome/registration, hostess,
dessert provider, table decorator, financial contributor, money counter, etc.), please contact Kim
Jackson at kjacksonathome@gmail.com. We will need plenty of hands as we kick off our weekly meals
again this Fall!

UPDATE—The ORUMC family night at the Grasshoppers
baseball game on Friday, August 10 has been cancelled.
However, tickets can still be purchased at the box office if
you are still interested in going .

Finance Team Update
Hello Fellow Believers:
It is hard to believe we are already half way through 2018. As such, the Finance Team wanted to give
you an update on giving, as it relates to the annual budget. But first, there are three exciting
announcements we wanted to share with you.
1. As a result of sound financial planning and gifts from you and other benefactors, we have been
able to consistently maintain our operating reserves at the rate of $130,000 for the past two
years. We have set a goal to maintain this reserve level at a rate of 10% of the annual budget.
2. We are especially pleased to let you know that we have established a cash reserve of $30,000
just for the needs of our outreach ministries here at Oak Ridge UMC. This reserve fund will help
streamline our budget process by reducing the need to “carry-over” funds from year to year,
while strengthening the impact of our outreach programs to local, state, national and
international recipients.
3. We have also been able to consistently increase and maintain our reserves to fund building
improvements and repairs over the past two years.
And now for the budget update. As of Sunday, July 22 we have raised $649,152 against our year to
date goal of $666,452. That means that we are $17,300 or 2.6% behind our forecasted giving. This is
still a more favorable position compared to 2016 and 2017 at the same time.
The next round of 2018 Giving Updates were mailed out the week of July 23. If you receive an update
in the mail, please take time to review your progress against your 2018 pledge. Thank you for your
continued faithful support of the ministries and outreach programs at Oak Ridge UMC.
At the recent Church Council meeting on June 27th, the Finance Team was given the approval to move
forward with changing our annual budget from a calendar year, i.e. January 1 – December 31, to a July
1 – June 30 fiscal calendar. As many of you know, 13% of our annual budget giving historically happens
in the final 3 weeks of the calendar year. Most years, this creates a “make it or break it” hurdle for the
annual budget. We believe the July 1 – June 30 calendar will provide better financial forecasting
opportunities and provide the Church’s ministries, especially outreach programs, with more even
distributions of funds required to support their work throughout the year. This change will require
some additional work for those of us who provide input in the budget process, but we believe this
change will be well worth the extra focus it requires. If you are responsible for providing input into the
budget, you will receive more information in August.
In closing, we have a VERY generous congregation. We are VERY well funded. And we are VERY well
positioned to support the vision and mission of the church to Welcome. Love. Grow.
Thank you for your ongoing support and service to the ministries of Oak Ridge UMC.

Patrick Sullivan
Finance Chair

Join THE RIDGE for Lunch & Laughs after worship on Sunday, August 19. We will go
somewhere for lunch, then find something fun to do after. Bring at least $20.
Please RSVP to Tracey Ring by August 17.

When a friend or family member develops a mental health condition, it's important to know that
you're not alone. Many Americans have experienced caring for a person with mental illness. One
in 25 Americans lives with a serious mental health condition. Mental health professionals have
effective treatments for most of these conditions, yet in any given year, only 60% of people with a
mental illness get mental health care.
As a result, family members and caregivers often play a large role in helping and supporting them.
Millions of people have experienced the thoughts and questions you might be having now. You
may be trying to help a family member who doesn't have access to care or doesn't want help. Or
you may want to learn how to support and encourage someone who has been hospitalized or
experienced a similar mental health crisis.
The mission of NAMI North Carolina is to provide support, education, advocacy, and public awareness so that all affected by mental illness can build better lives. FREE classes for caregivers and
family begin in September. Contact Phoebe Patterson at phoebep@triad.rr.com or 336-202-3112
for more information.

The Alliance Stamp Ministry
Below is an article about the stamp ministry raising funds to educate children and also a letter
written by Julio Grasso, executive Director of Publicaciones Alianza (Alliance Publications that
publishes Sunday School materials in Spanish), thanking the Alliance stamp ministry for its
support. We at Oak Ridge UMC are part of this. A box of stamps was sent in June and we hope to
help the Alliance Stamp Ministry reach their goal of collecting $1 million dollars since the ministry
began in 1972. At the end of May they had collected $993,000. I hope that soon I can let you
know that they have reached their goal. They really appreciate our help with their ministry.
Lynne Toth

CAUSES SPOTLIGHT

Stamp ministry raises funds to educate children
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS PRESS

Visiting recently from Argentina, author Debora Steffens and Publicaciones
Alianza president Daniel Fanderwud join Shell Point Stamp Ministry volunteer co-leaders Treva and Ben Crump to display some of the Spanishlanguage books printed for use in Sunday schools.

A ministry at Shell Point Retirement Community gives
cancelled stamps new life in a way that benefits
children in Latin America.
Each Tuesday and Friday, 60 Shell Point resident
volunteers at the Alliance Stamp Ministry donate time
to trim, sort and bundle used stamps to sell to
collectors.
Since 1972, The Alliance Stamp Ministry has
contributed more than $924,000 to Publicaciones
Alianza, a publishing company based in Argentina
that prints Christian books in Spanish.
Recently, the president of Publicaciones Alianza,
Daniel Fanderwud, journeyed from his country to see
firsthand how the hard work of these volunteers
translates into words on the printed pages of these
books.
"Stamps have a second life," said Jim Riccitelli, a
resident volunteer who serves as liaison to the Stamp
Ministry from The Village Church." And it may provide
eternal life through use of these books in Latin
America,” added Treva Crump, Shell Point volunteer
co-leader for this effort.
Shell Point Retirement Community, founded in 1968, is
nonprofit continuing care retirement community located
in Fort Myers, Florida. Shell Point offers independent
retirement living, assisted living, and skilled nursing care
for its 2,400 residents in an active, resort-style
environment. Lifestyle amenities include deep-water
boating access with free dockage. a championship
18-hole golf course, and other recreational and educational activities. To lear more, visit www.shellpoint.org
or call 1-800-780-1131.

Nurse’s Notes

We have another exciting Fall semester filled with musical, artistic, and service opportunities for all
ages!! Below you will find a description of each of the groups. More specific information will be
coming out in the next month, so be on the lookout!!

Children/Youth
Children’s music (includes learning songs to sing in worship and the Christmas program)meets Wednesday nights. For more information contact bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org.
Children’s Chimes for Grades K-5- meets Wednesday nights on a rotating basis. For more
information contact bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org.
Youth Bells for Grades 4-12- meets Sunday mornings 11:15 on a rotating basis. For more
information contact bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org.
Liturgical Sign/Dance for Grades 3-12 - TBD. For more information contact
bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org.
Acolytes for Grades 3-7 - Lights and extinguishes altar candles for our 8:30 and
11:15 worship services Sunday morning. For more information contact
kenny.phillips@oakridgeumc.org.
Youth Orchestra for Grades 5-12 – meets Sunday nights on a rotating basis. For more
information contact kenny.phillips@oakridgeumc.org.
Youth Service Opportunities for Grades 5-12 - A variety of service opportunities Sunday
morning, which include ushers, greeters, scripture readers, communion servers, and A/V
technicians. For more information contact kenny.phillips@oakridgeumc.org.

Adult
Crosswalk Praise Band for Grade 8–Adult - The Crosswalk Praise Band assists in leading our
weekly Crosswalk worship service Sunday mornings at 9:00. Rehearsals are Thursday evenings from
7:00-9:00pm in the FLC. For more information contact kenny.phillips@oakridgeumc.org.
Ridge Ringers - Our handbell group rehearses Sunday evenings. Performances are periodical. For
more information contact bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org.

Chancel Choir: 8th grade – Adult. Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:00pm. They
perform the first Sunday of the month at our 8:30 worship service. They also perform at our 11:15
worship service the second and third Sundays of the month. For more information contact
kenny.phillips@oakridgeumc.org.
N’Praise - A smaller, select choral group. Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings from 8:00 -9:00pm.
Performances are monthly during our 8:30 and 11:15 worship services Sunday mornings. For more
information contact kenny.phillips@oakridgeumc.org.
Singspiration - Assists in congregational singing for our 8:30 and 11:15 worship services Sunday
mornings. For more information contact kenny.phillips@kakridgeumc.org.

Adult Service Opportunities: A variety of service opportunities Sunday morning, which include,
ushers, greeters, scripture readers, communion servers, and A/V technicians. For more information
contact kenny.phillips@oakridgeumc.org.

To ORUMC friends,
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, and THANK YOU!!
Derek and I want to thank each and every one of you who donated coffee
mugs to Camp Tekoa, in honor of Beth Abrams. Thanks to your
generosity, Derek and I delivered 223 coffee mugs to the camp on
Saturday, July 21 and they were most thankful. This request started out
small and it grew beyond our expectations and for that, we are so
appreciative. Camp Tekoa was near and dear to Beth, as was the quest to
eliminate the use of Styrofoam.
We are sharing a personal Thank You from James Johnson, the Director
of Camp Tekoa along with a couple of pictures. Again, thank you!
Blessings,
Derek and Janie Surette

ORUMC has helped serve at Greensboro Urban Ministries for many years. Since our day
tends to fall with some key holidays, it can be hard to staff on the first Friday (July 4 th, Labor
Day weekend, New Year’s Day, etc). I wanted to send a special thanks to the many folks who
helped out during the July 4th week preparing, donating and serving food: Steve and Silas
Buter, Robin and Mark Covington, Cristina Voorheis (and homeschool friends) and the Circle
of Joy (including Sheila Gallow, Vera Gardner, Mary Ellen Florence, Donna Cleveland, Kim
Thompson, Lorrie Russell and Beth Browning). June was led by Ted Shelton and the wonderful folks at Tarheel Paper. The Weekday School will be hosting August.
Thanks for all who participate throughout the year! If you are part of a group that would like
to serve, please contact me at 336-382-0695 or Alison.Huber@Sprint.com We still have several months left this year and are booking months for 2019.

ORUMC Staff
Senior Pastor, Rev. Andy Lambert, andy.lambert@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690
Associate Pastor, Rev. Christi Taylor, Christi.taylor@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690

Adult Discipleship, Rev. Susan Mitchell, susan.mitchell@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 222
Children & Family Ministries, Larissa Brown, larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 203
Music Ministries, Kenny Phillips, Dir. of Music & Worship Arts, kenny.phillips@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 223
Welcome & Witness, Emily-Sarah Lineback, emily-sarah.lineback@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 221
Youth & Young Adults, Tracey Ring, Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Ministries, tracey.ring@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 204
Worship Arts, Bev Miller, bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690
Media Producer, Derek Southern, derek.southern@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690
Director of Operations, Glenn Crihfield, glen.crihfield@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690
Facility & Membership Coordinator, Phyllis Rowe, phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690
Associate Director of Finance, Jennifer Haymore, jennifer.haymore@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690
Receptionist, Tara Shelton, tara.shelton@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690
Interim Office Assistant, Kim Barnes, kim.barnes@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690

We will begin a series on
the great songs of our
faith and the biblical
truth that inspired them.
Tell your pastors your
favorite song and why!

AUGUST WORSHIP SERIES

Welcome to the new Families who joined ORUMC in July

Jason & Rebecca Meyer
Joined ORUMC on July 22

Herb & Sylvia McClintick
Joined ORUMC on July 5

CALENDAR of CHURCH EVENTS for the month of August
Please see the calendar on the church website for complete and up-to-date scheduling information .
Wednesday, August 1
9:30am Senior Resource Luncheon (F219)
2:30pmPrecious Memories (Sanctuary)
Thursday, August 2
7:00pmCrosswalk Band Rehearsal (F112)
Friday, August 3
6:00pmVBS Dinner Celebration

Tuesday, August 14
7:00pm SPRC Meeting (D25)
Thursday, August 16
7:00pm Crosswalk Band Rehearsal (F112)
Monday, August 20
6:30pm Kinetic Christians (F112)

Sunday, August 5
6:00pm Student Leadership Meeting (F202)

Tuesday, August 21
7:00pm Liaison Team Meeting (D215)
7:00pm Stephen Ministers (F219)

Tuesday, August 7
3:30pm Stephen Ministers (F219)
6:30pm Board of Trustees (D215)
7:00pm Stephen Ministers (F219)

Wednesday, August 22
5:30pm Summer Feed & Seed (F112)
6:30pm Called Church Council Meeting
7:00pm Chrismons (D212)

Wednesday, August 8
9:00am Prayer Card Ministry (F202)
7:00pm Chrismons (D212)

Thursday, August 23
6:30pm Cohorts for Christ (F219)
7:00pm Crosswalk Band Rehearsal (F112)

Thursday, Thursday, August 9
7:00pm Crosswalk Band Rehearsal (F112)

Monday, August 27
6:30pm Kinetic Christians (F112)
6:30pm Threads of Love (D212)

Friday, August 10
8:00am Youth Spiritus Mission Trip

Monday, August 13
2:30pm Blood Drive (F112)
6:30pm Kinetic Christians (F112)
6:30pm Threads of Love (D212)

Tuesday, August 28
7:00pm Finance Committee Meeting (D215)
Thursday, August 31
7:00pm Crosswalk Band Rehearsal (F112)

August Worship Volunteers
Sound Techs
11:15 Service:
5— Todd Ring
12—Jeff Hallman
19—Jeff Linden
26—Mark Covington
ProPresenter
8:15 Service:
5—Edward Jordan
12—David & Elaine Jones
19—na
26—Sydney Wentz
9:00 Service:
5—Cathy Satchell
12—Edward Jordan
19—Emily Southern
26—Cathy Satchell
11:15 Service:
5—Benjamin Thomas Ring
12—Victoria Hallman
19—William Linden
26—Graham Royal
Cameras
11:15 Service:
5—Tim Florence
12—Jackson Hallman
19—James Linden
26—Ben Covington

Ushers
8:15 Service:
5—Lynda Simpson, Cathie Rollins
12—Carolyn Rumley & Kathryn Bailey
19—Carole & Mike Simpson
26—Courtney & Pat Craft
9:00 Service:
5—T. Grose, M. Kiernan, S.. Kiernan,
L. Prosser, R. Prosser
12—C. Surette, D. Surette, M. Hogan,
P. Hogan, P. Sullivan, S. Sullivan
19—T. Grose, D. Bailey, H. Bailey, R. Cox,
R. Marshburn,
26—T. Grose, D. Hall, T. Hall, J. Lee,
R. Lee
11:15 Service:
5—A. Chandler, C. Little, F. Thompson
12—A. Chandler, C. Little, F. Thompson
19—A. Chandler, C. Little, F. Thompson
26—A. Chandler, C. Little, F. Thompson
Acolytes
8:15 Service:
5—Charley & Bryson Gaines
12—Liam Schooley
19—Lillian Wiener
26—Grace Andronica

Acolytes
11:15 Service:
5—E. Golding, A. Lane
12—Liam Barnes
19—Conrad Little
26—Madison Weiner
Information Station
9:00 Service:
5—Jean Christman
12—Jean Christman
19—Lee Ann Browning
Guest Station
11:15 Service:
5—D. & R. Collier
12—Libby Kendrick
19—Donna Cleveland
26—Nancy Meyers
Financial Workers
11:15 Service:
5—L. Williams, T. Ring
12—K. Thompson, P. Hogan
19—L. Zeyfang, L. Gardner
26—A. Fahnestock, L. Gardner
Altar Guild
Cathey Prince

Door Greeters
8:15 Service:
5— Ed & Nancy Saxman
12—Curtis & Gloria Scheon
19—Veronica Schooley
26—Carole & Mike Simpson
9:00 Service:
5—Gail Fritz
12—Dee & Todd Hall
19—C. & D. Essenberg
26—Renate & Tyler Grose
11:15 Service:
5— na
12—na
19—na
26—na

