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A Note From the
Pastor
What a joy and privilege it has
been to serve with this amazing
congregation. Beginning more than a
year ago with a season of prayer and
discernment, the opportunity to embark
on a journey with you to reach out with
loving arms to our community and
connect with young people who feel
disconnected from the Church was
simply a dream. The dream was just to
be “Community in Mission”. Not a
community “on” mission or even a
community “of” but simply “in”. This
means that together we dreamed of this
church being a group of people who
engaged in the community around them,
and in the process have the opportunity,
through hospitality and acts of care, to
share the world changing news of Christ
and God’s love for all people.

The ministry actually began during this season of prayer
when Greensboro was struck by a devastating tornado. My
response became our response with one simple phone call.
As a community awoke to the horror of that storm, another
awoke with a desire to simply be in that moment with
them. Together we fed thousands of neighbors, passed out
truckloads of water, and navigated the days which followed
as a people “in” community as we served in Christ’s name.
This community that formed was an answer to my prayer.
It was the people of God engaging with the world around it
in all of its difficulty and beauty.
As the days and months moved along, I came on
staff to work toward building a new community who
intentionally operated in this way. This calling, which God
had placed on my heart, was allowed to grow and I started
to gain experience in faithful stewardship of God’s message
and people thanks to Andy, Christi, and Susan. I also
discovered the amazing blessings which have been given to
Oak Ridge UMC in the form of a marvelous staff. I have
been given the chance to shadow folks like Harrison who
radiate with a God given passion to connect with young
people in meaningful ways for Christ. I have been blessed
to tag along with Christi to watch as God uses her to show
love and care to those who are in the hospital or homebound.
(Continued on page 4)
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Upcoming Events

Thursday, June 13th
6:30 PM
Ladies of all ages are invited to a
Sign Painting Party
(You’ll be painting a decorative sign

Save the Date for VBS!

for your home)

You’
You’re invited to the ultimate pep rally!

$20 per person

Taught by Leanne Pizio
Registration and payment is required by
June 6th
You may register and pay on our web page,

Facebook page, or in the office.

The Bible is filled with examples of God’s people
shouting and cheering in response to His mighty
acts of power. Victory invites children to do the
same by remembering who God is, what He has
done, and what He promises to do!
Sign ups coming soon!

Our Annual Welcome Home Service &
Celebration will be held on Sunday,
September 15th in the Family Life
Center with one combined worship
service at 10:30am, followed immediately
by food, fun, & fellowship for everyone!
Mark your calendars now....you won't
want to miss this special day!!

Save the Date!
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Nurses’ Notes
Summer Swim Time
Staying Healthy at the Pool and Beach
Summer is a great time to go out and have fun in the water.
But recreational waters— including swimming pools, lakes
and oceans—can sometimes get contaminated with bacteria
and viruses. Swimming in contaminated water can make you
and your family sick.
The most common illnesses caused by contaminated water
are stomach and intestinal upsets, usually with vomiting or
diarrhea. You can pick up these conditions at the beach or
even at properly treated swimming pools, because chlorine
doesn’t kill germs right away. Sometimes people don’t even
realize that they got sick from swimming, because it can take
1 to 3 days for symptoms to appear. Most of these illnesses
aren’t dangerous, and they go away in a few days. But they
sure can put a kink in your summer plans.
Natural water sources, including lakes, rivers and oceans,
often get contaminated from storm water runoff. As rain
water flows over places like parks, lawns and farms, it can
pick up bacteria and viruses from animal feces. Then the
water collects in storm drains and can be exposed to leaky
underground sewage pipes. Eventually, the water flows out
to the beach.
“We find that the storm water that’s released to beach areas
is extremely contaminated,” says Dr. Sandra McLellan, an NIH
-funded researcher at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
Her laboratory tracks the sources of water contamination.
“Let’s find the sources, let’s remove the sources, and then
we’ll have a cleaner beach overall,” she says.

Lake and ocean
water near
storm-water
outfall pipes—
the places
where drains or
sewers release
their contents
—tends to be
calm, shallow
and warm.
These conditions may seem perfect for little
kids, but it’s also an ideal home for bacteria
and viruses. “Don’t play near the storm-water
outfall pipes,” McLellan warns. And if it’s
rained in the last 24 hours, check the beach
posting signs to see if it’s safe to go in the
water.
Many popular public beaches get tested
regularly for contamination. Health
departments usually look for certain types of
bacteria that are common in sewage. If the
count of these bacteria is higher than the
recommended limit set by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), that
means at least 1 in every 50 swimmers is likely
to get sick. Usually, health departments will
close the beach until it’s clean again.
Submitted by: Jerry Chance,
Congregational Nurse
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A Note from the Pastor
(Continued from page 1)

The call to move along so soon has welcomed
a new wave of emotions. From sadness to joy, the
picture which has been painted in my mind of this
congregation reveals simply hope. This congregation
is blessed in many ways, but its greatest blessing is
each of you who call this place home. Each of you
give in many special ways which support the growth
and new avenues for ministry which this church has
and will continue to see. It is my prayer in these final
days of our time together that each of us will grow in
our desire to engage “in” the work of showing God’s
love to all people here in this community we call Oak
Ridge United Methodist Church and also in the
beautiful and blessed world which surrounds us each
day.

*************************

Jason Boggs

June Food Collections
Backpack Ministry
Canned Green Beans (15 oz. cans) &
Canned Fruit (15 oz. Cans)

Food Pantry
Oatmeal (18 oz.)
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Congratulations 2019 Graduates
Graduate

High School

Attending

Allison Abrams

NW Guilford High School

George Washington University

Christina Almstead

Wesleyan Christian Academy

Youth With A Mission (YWAM)

Kaitlyn Austin

NW Guilford High School

NC State University

Marcus Behel

NW Guilford High School

NC State University

Scott Bennett

Northern Guilford High

High Point University

Ashley Calhoun

NW Guilford High School

NC State University

Carson Campbell

NW Guilford High School

UNC Wilmington

Tim Cao

NW Guilford High School

NC State University

Alex Cullinan

NW Guilford High School

NC State University

Kevin Eichlin

NW Guilford High School

UNC Chapel Hill

Logan Farrelly

NW Guilford High School

Queens University

Ethan Godfrey

NW Guilford High School

East Carolina University

Alec Johnson

NW Guilford High School

UNC Chapel Hill

Will Linden

NW Guilford High School

University of Florida

Mason O’Connor

Northern Guilford High

James Madison University

Benjamin-Thomas Ring

NW Guilford High School

UNC Wilmington

Emma Sarkisian

NW Guilford High School

UNC Wilmington

Jacob Scheponik

NW Guilford High School

Case Western Reserve Univ.

Nicole Shina

Noble Academy

Greensboro College

Gatley Stone

Northern Guilford High

NC State University

Mckenzie Tippett

NW Guilford High School

UNC Wilmington

Emily Waterfield

NW Guilford High School

UNC Chapel Hill

Spencer Wommack

NW Guilford High School

United States Air Force

Anna Zeyfang

NW Guilford High School

NC State University
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Congratulations 2019 College Graduates
Graduate

College

Degree

Matthew Aldridge

Western Carolina

Masters Construction Management

Daniel Bare

Appalachian State

BA in English, Film Studies,
Minor Communications

Haley Blake-Lee

UNC G

BA in Fine Arts, minor ASL

Sam Covington

NC State University

Bachelors in Textile Technology,
Minor Business Administration

Brandon Grose

Kelly Hall

US Naval Academy

BS in Operations

George Mason Univ.

Masters in Operations (12/2019)

Appalachian State

BS in Elementary Education,

Minor Psychology
Greg Prince

Clemson University

BS in Marketing, BS in Business
Marketing

Alex Stofanik

Appalachian State

Masters in Social Work
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MISSION OF THE MONTH: UMAR/Group Home
The Mission of the Month is UMAR/
Group Home. UMAR is an organization that
was founded in 1983 by the Western North
Carolina Conference of the United Methodist
Church. The organization is dedicated to
promoting community inclusion, independence
and growth for adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities through residential,
vocational and cultural enrichment
opportunities. There are 21 group homes in
North Carolina, and two of them are in
Greensboro – the Bowden Home for women
and the Westridge Home for men. There are 9
apartments and 3 art centers and one of the art
centers is in Reidsville.

When her health began to fail, she could
no longer care for her son and was forced to
commit him to an institution for the mentally ill.
It broke her heart. Her son was able to come
home on holidays. When it was time for him to
go back to the institution, he would tremble
with fear and beg to stay, pleading that he
promised to be good. Each time, it broke her
heart.

There is a group of us that continue to
visit the Bowden Home on Muirs Chapel Road
once a month. We do crafts, sing songs, have
fellowship and pray together. The ladies are so
special! They really appreciate our coming to
see them. Also this past fall we had a cookout
with both the women’s and men’s group. In
August quite a few of us go to Camp Grace at
Camp Tekoa in Hendersonville, North Carolina.
It is a camp for special needs adults. It is a
wonderful weekend! Let me know if you would
like to know more about the camp. We would
love to have you join us!

Dr. Pitzer was horrified upon hearing the
news and sprang into action. He formed a
taskforce of parents with adult children with
intellectual disabilities. They submitted a
proposal to the United Methodist Conference to
provide much needed residential and other
program services for adults with disabilities.
The approval of that proposal started UMAR,
thanks to Dr. Pitzer and his dedicated taskforce.

Below is information that I received
from UMAR telling how UMAR started.

She could not keep him at home and she
could not bear to send him back. Out of
desperation, she made the only choice she
thought she had. On Thanksgiving Day, when it
was time for him to return to the institution,
she shot and killed him and then killed herself.

UMAR has been a beacon of hope for
many desperate mothers and fathers over the
past 35 years. UMAR started in 1983. Out of
darkness comes light; out of despair, hope.

It is entitled “Out of Darkness Came
Light”. I hope that you take the time to read
how UMAR started.
Rev. Dr. Bob Pitzer, a United Methodist
minister near the Hayesville, North Carolina
area, was pastor to an elderly widow who had
an adult son with an intellectual disability. Her
son was the only family she had as her husband
had passed away several years before. It had
always been the three of them – then it was just
two.
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

Your gift will continue the vision of
Dr. Pitzer and those pioneering parents to
provide hope and comfort to all the
participants and their families that UMAR
serves.
Please consider making a gift
today to help the story continue. And let
me know if you would like to be a part of
the group that goes to visit the ladies.
Lynne Toth

Thank You
Dear Church Family,
Our family will forever be grateful for the blessings of so many prayers and so much support from you
all. These past 7 years have been hard on us with many ups and downs but we knew we could always
rely on your love to help pull us through and we will never be able to thank you enough for that. Sadly,
once again we must go back to Philadelphia to the Children’s Hospital so they can infuse Johnny with
more supercharged T cells. Thank you for keeping him in your prayers, and please pray that this will
be the cure for Johnny, forever. We will be leaving June 9th for 2 1/2 weeks. This is not exactly the way
we wanted to start our summer break but we will do whatever it takes to get our Johnny better. God
bless you all and thank you again.

Much Love,
Johnny, Sharon and John Van Kemp
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Prayer Ministry Committee offers the following to encourage every prayer.
The following are excerpts from Richard J. Foster’s PRAYER book on Simple Prayer. They are
offered as a means to help create a PRAYER centered environment at ORUMC.
GOAL – Finding the Heart’s True Home so Pray as you can, not as you can’t.
WHO ARE WE? We yearn for prayer yet hide from prayer. We’re attracted to it and repelled by it.
We believe prayer is something we should do, even something we want to do, but it seems like a
chasm stands between us. We’re not quite sure what holds us back – we’re busy with work and family,
but that’s only a smoke screen. What is that “something?” Modern high achievers will explore prayer
when everything is “just right”. We think if we master it like algebra or auto mechanics, we’ll have a
better grasp. This thought means we remain “on top” of life and in control.
Our next excuse is I don’t want to come before God as a hypocrite – I know God is holy and I must not
use God for my own ends AND the very act of searching my soul completely paralyzes me to pray.
Yet, to Pray is to Change through the most basic form -SIMPLE Prayer.
We bring ourselves before God – warts and all! Don’t pretend to be holy. It’s self-centered prayer –
complaining, pleading, not mature – urgent needs of ourselves revealing the real condition of our
heart. This is where God BEGINS to work with us.
To believe God can reach US and to enter OUR space is the most profound truth we will ever
know. Don’t believe the lie that the contents of our lives are not the proper prayer. Carry on a phone/
REAL conversation with GOD. It’s a conversation of LOVE. Tell HIM the important stuff – anger, lust,
pride, great ambition, greed, our FEARS, our hard hearts, even our disobedience to him. Simple prayer
is a SELF prayer.
Who are we NOW? With simple prayer we shift the center of gravity – we move from thinking of
God as part of our lives to realizing we are part of HIS life. The two-way conversation begins. Don’t
delay – it’s okay – start today.
Submitted by Suzanne Pollock
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ORUMC Staff
Senior Pastor, Rev. Andy Lambert, andy.lambert@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690
Associate Pastor, Rev. Christi Taylor, christi.taylor@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690; cell 423-341-9947
Associate Pastor, Adult Discipleship, Rev. Susan Mitchell, susan.mitchell@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690; cell 336-549-9251
Director, Children & Family Ministries, Larissa Brown, larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 203
Interim Director, Adult Choirs, Lynn Gordon, lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690
Accompanist, Lynn Gordon, lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690

Director, Crosswalk Worship, Jennifer Alvarado, jennifer.alvarado@oaridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690; cell 828-850-1805
Director, Weekday School, Jamie Hatchell, Director, jamie.hatchell@oakridgeumc.org 336-643-4690 ext 208
Associate Director, Missio Dei, Jason Boggs, jason.boggs@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690, cell 336-403-0934
Associate Director, Welcome & Witness, Emily-Sarah Lineback, emily-sarah.lineback@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 221
Director, Youth Ministries, Harrison Hart, harrison.hart@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 204
Associate Director, Worship Arts, Bev Miller, bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 220
Media Producer, Derek Southern, derek.southern@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690
Director, Operations, Glenn Crihfield, glenn.crihfield@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 219
Associate Director, Finance, Jennifer Haymore, jennifer.haymore@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 218
Facility & Membership Coordinator, Phyllis Rowe, phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 211
Receptionist, Tara Shelton, tara.shelton@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 202
Ministry Support Assistant, Kim Barnes, kim.barnes@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 201

Kernersville Spring Follies

Crosswalk Band Performing Sunday Afternoon

10

CALENDAR of CHURCH EVENTS for June (also on church website)
5:00pm
6:00pm

6:30pm
6:30pm
3:30pm
5:45pm
7:00pm

9:00am
2:30pm
4:00pm
6:30pm
6:00pm
2:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm

7:00pm
7:00pm
9:00pm
7:00pm
4:00pm
6:30pm
6:30pm

Sunday, June 2
Bloom Women’s Small Group (D214)
The RIDGE Youth Group (F112)
Monday, June 3
Discipleship Group—An Open Chair (F219)
Garage for God
Tuesday, June 4
Stephen Ministers (F219)
Intentional Stewardship (F202)
Adult Women’s Basketball (F112)
Wednesday, June 5
Backpack Ministry (LAST PACK) (F125)
Precious Memories (Sanctuary)
Thursday, June 6
Open Ridge (FLC)
Discipleship—Disciple IV (F202)
Sunday, June 9
THE RIDGE Youth Group (F112)
Monday, June 10
Blood Drive (F112)
Kinetic Christians (F112)
Reflections (F206)
Threads of Love (D212)
Weekday School Advisory Committee (F202)
Tuesday, June 11
Adult Women’s Basketball (F112)
SPR Committee Meeting (F202)
Wednesday, June 12
Prayer Card Ministry Team (F202)
Chrismons (D212)
Thursday, June 13
Open Ridge (F112)
Discipleship—Disciple IV (F202)
Ladies Paint Night (F102)

6:00pm
8:00am
6:30pm
8:00am
5:45PM
7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
8:00pm
8:00pm
8:00am

6:00pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
6:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
6:00

Sunday, June 16
THE RIDGE Youth Group (F112)
Monday, June 17
WDS VBS (F112)
Kinetic Christians (F112)
Tuesday, June 18
WDS VBS (F112)
Intentional Stewardship (F202)
Adult Women’s Basketball (F112)
Liaison Committee Meeting (F202)
Stephen Ministers (F219)
Wednesday, June 19
WDS VBS (F112)
Thursday, June 20
WDS VBS (F112)
Friday, June 21
WDS VBS (F112)
Sunday, June 23
THE RIDGE Youth Group (F112)
Monday, June 24
Kinetic Christians (F112)
Reflections (F206)
Threads of Love (D212)
Tuesday, June 25
Endowment Committee (F215)
Adult Women’s Basketball (F112)
Finance Committee Meeting (F202)
Wednesday, June 26
Chrismon (D22)
Sunday, June 30
THE RIDGE Youth Group (F112)

Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead,
bring them up in the training and instruction of
the Lord.
Ephesians 6:4
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June Worship Volunteers
Sound Techs

Ushers

Acolytes

Door Greeters

11:15 Service:

8:15 Service:

11:15 Service:

8:15 Service:

2— Todd Ring
9—
16—
23—
30—
ProPresenter

2—J. & D. Chance
9—C. & M. Simpson
16—C. & G, Thacker
23—J. & S. Christman
30—E. & G. McKee
9:00 Service:

2—K. & M. Sell
9—
16—
23—
30—
Guest Station

2— J. & R. Sydell
9—V. & W. Lambeth
16—Lois Leslie
23—Etsie Phillips
30—L. & G. Plummer
9:00 Service:

8:15 Service:

2—D. Brooks, L. Prosser, M. Brooks,
R. Prosser, T. Grose
9—C. Surette, D. Surette,
J. Christman, M. Hogan, P. Hogan,
T. Sullivan
16—C. Surette, D. Bailey, D. Surette,
H. Bailey, L. Shores, T. Shores
23—C. Surette, D. Hall, D. Surette,
J. Lee, R. Lee, T. Hall
30—C. Surette, D. Surette, M. Kiernan,
R. Marshburn, R. Cox, S. Kiernan
11:15 Service:

11:15 Service:

2—K. & G. Saunders
9—
16—
23—
30

2—Edward Jordan
9—E. & D Jones
16—Bev Wentz
23—
30—Daken Whitaker
9:00 Service:
2—Tony Beam
9—Edward Jordan
16—James Lee
23—
30—
11:15 Service:
2—
9—
16—
23—
30—
Cameras

2—C. Brown, D. Englishman, G. Long,
R. Lomax
9—
16—
23—
30—

2—Libby Kendrick
9—Mary Ellen Florence
16—Laura Lee Heltsley
23—Janet Chandler
30—P. & J. Hill
Financial Workers
11:15 Service:
2—
9—
16—
23—
30—
Altar Guild
Dru Long

11:15 Service:
2—
9—Tim Florence
16—
23—
30—
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