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May 2019 | Monthly Newsle�er of Oak Ridge United Methodist Church 

When Pigs Fly 

 

In Romania they say, “Când	o	zbura	porcul, literally meaning  “When 
the pig shall �ly."  Have you heard that old expression, “That will 
happen when pigs �ly”?  It is a phrase that hyperbolically describes an 
impossibility, a way of saying something will never happen.  The Bible 
is full of things happening that were NEVER supposed to happen.  
Stones aren’t supposed to roll away.  Tombs aren’t supposed to be 
empty.  The blind aren’t supposed to suddenly see.  Lives aren’t 
supposed to radically change.  Pigs aren’t supposed to �ly, but in one 
story in the Bible they do… well, dive more than �ly.  It is the story of demonically diving pigs.  Look it up, 
it is in there.  In worship during May and June we will be looking at the impossible (and yes, sometimes 
odd) stories found in scripture, stories where God does what cannot be done.  Ax heads aren’t supposed 
to �loat, oil isn’t supposed to last that long, ravens don’t deliver food, people don’t become invisible, �ish 
aren’t ATMs to pay taxes, trumpets don’t knock down walls, holy relics aren’t assassins, �ig trees don’t 
spontaneously self-destruct,…. miracles don’t happen, people don’t change, hearts don’t heal. 

Or do they? 

 

Do you need Christ to do a miracle in your life?  Do you struggle to believe God might do something 
miraculous through you?  Join us in worship as we look through the weird and wonderful stories of the 
Bible together with some weird and wonder-�illed people.  

           (con�nued on page 3) 

A Note from the Pastor 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

An Award Winning Show!  Like No Other!  Captain 
Jim commands the stage with dynamic energy.  He 

performs professional illusions to high energy    
music.  Live animals will appear, tables will �loat, 

fun audience participation & humor.  All of this 
while sharing his faith! 

Wednesday,	May	8	

6:00pm	in	Sanctuary	

Reservations	are	required.	

You	can	register	on	the	church	website	at	

www.oakridgeumc.org/new/upcoming	events 

 

 

Save	the	Date	for	VBS!Save	the	Date	for	VBS!		
YouYou’’re	invited	to	the	re	invited	to	the			
ultimate	pep	rally!ultimate	pep	rally! 

 
The Bible is �illed with examples of God’s 

people shouting and cheering in response to 

His mighty acts of power.  Victory invites 

children to do the same by remembering 

who God is, what He has done, and what He 

promises to do!   Sign ups coming soon! 

Our Annual Welcome Home Service &       

Celebration will be held on Sunday,										

September	15th	in the Family Life Center 

with one combined worship service at 

10:30am, followed immediately by food, fun, 

& fellowship for everyone!  Mark your       

calendars now....you won't want to miss this 

special day!! 
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A	note	from	the	pastor		
(con�nued from page 1)  

Scriptures for the next 9 weeks*** 

May 5th—When Pigs Fly—Gerasene Demonic Story 
May 12th—Ravens deliver food—1 Kings 17-18 
May 19th—Uzziah touches the Ark and keels over dead—2 Samuel 6:6-7 
May 26th—Surprise Story 
June 2nd—Peter's taxes in �ish mouth—Matthew 17:24f 
June 9th—Con�irmation Sunday—Jesus passes through unseen—Luke 4:28-30 
June 16th—The Ax head �loats and so does hope—2 Kings 6:5-7 
June 23rd—The �ig tree dies—Matthew 21: or Walls of Jericho 
June 30th—What will it be? 

 

***With space for the Holy Spirit to change pastor’s minds at the last minute, Bible verses may change 
without warning, tax and title not included, void where prohibited, Illinois residents may be ineligible, do 
not attend if you are allergic to joy/hope/faith or any of its ingredients.  These sermons have not been 
evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.  These messages are intended to encourage, challenge, 
and call you to deeper faith in action.  

Thursday,	
June	13th	
6:30	PM	

Ladies	of	all	ages	are	invited	to	a		
Sign	Painting	Party		

(You’ll be painting a decorative sign for your home) 
$20 per person 

Taught by Leanne Pizio 

Registration and payment is required by June	6th. 
You may register and pay on our web page,  

facebook page, or in the of�ice. 



 4 

Nurses’ Notes 
Mental	Health	&	Well-being	

Depression is under-diagnosed in 

men.  Men are over four times 

more likely than women to 

commit suicide.  Overall, women 

are about twice as likely as men to 

be diagnosed with a mental health 

issue.  But that statistic tells only a 

small part of the story. 

Just as the body changes with age, 

so does the mind.  You may �ind 

that you’re misplacing things or 

you’re just not as on top of things 

as you used to be.  You may 

experience memory loss and other 

intellectual abilities serious 

enough to interfere with daily life 

caused by dementia.  As you age, 

you may also start to feel stressed 

or depressed due to the loss of a 

loved one, health problems or 

�inancial dif�iculties.  

Stress may cause you to lose 

energy, fail to eat enough or isolate 

yourself.  Proper diet management 

and physical exercise can be the 

key to a positive outlook and 

staying emotionally balanced!  

Why?  To start with, men make 

about two-thirds as many 

healthcare provider visits as 

women do.  And even when we do 

see a healthcare provider, we’re 

often reluctant to talk about 

what’s really bothering us, 

especially if it has anything to do 

with feelings or mood.  Plus, most 

men don’t realize that some of the 

physical symptoms we may 

experience —things like chronic 

pain and digestive problems — 

could actually be caused by a 

mental health issue such as 

depression, anxiety or stress.  

Then there are the men who know 

(or at least strongly suspect) that 

they have a problem, but suffer in 

silence, afraid to admit they need 

help.  They may be afraid others 

will �ind out their secret and 

they’ll be perceived as weak or 

wimpy or that they’ll lose their job.  

The following are common types 

of emotional health conditions 

found in men.  Browse through 

each type to �ind out information 

such as symptoms, treatment 

options and prevention tips for 

each condition.  

WHAT	AFFECTS	YOUR	MENTAL	

HEALTH?		Your mental health 

can be in�luenced by a number of 

factors, including: 

  Your genes (some mental health 

issues run in families) 

· Divorce, separation, or the 

breakup of a long-term 

relationship  

· The death of a loved one 

· Losing your job, or job changes  

· Going through bankruptcy  

· Moving to a new home  

· Coping with a natural disaster 

· Caring for an aging parent  

· The birth of your child 

  Being diagnosed and living with a 

serious illness, or suffering a major 

injury  

· Serving in the military, especially 

in combat mental health and your 

outlook on life can also change 

without any obvious cause.  

Sometimes lots of little things 

build up and the combination can 

be extremely harmful.  

THE	BIG	QUESTION:	AM	I	

NORMAL?	We all have our ups 

and downs.  But most of us 

wonder at least one time in our life 

whether what we’re feeling is 

normal or whether we need 

professional help.  Unfortunately, 

there’s no single answer that’s 

right for everyone. 

However, here’s a good rule of 

thumb:  You need assistance if 

you’ve been having symptoms 

every day for more than two 

weeks and if those symptoms keep 

you from enjoying life, performing 

at work or maintaining 

relationships with friends, your 

partner or your children. 

Untreated mental health 

conditions can get worse and may 

have serious consequences.  You 

might, for example, damage your 

physical health. Or you could 

increase your risk of doing 

something to harm yourself or 

others or of committing suicide.  

Fortunately with the right 

diagnosis and the right treatment, 

most mental health problems are 

easily resolved and you’ll return to 

feeling content with life and be 

better able to cope with its 

challenges.  

http://www. 
menshealthresourcecenter.com/
mental-health-well-being/ 
www.mentalhealthamerica.net/

may 

May is Mental Health Month 

	

	

	

Submitted	by:	Jerry	Chance,	
Congregational	Nurse	
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Guatemala Stove and Water Filter Ministry 
We hope to have the teams �illed by May 20 and 
then begin the preparation and fund raising 
phase.  Now is the time to be a part of this life 
changing ministry.  The team dates are; October 
12-19, October 19-26 and October 26-November 
2.  The	deadline	for	your	application	and	
$600	deposit	is	May	20.		I urge you to contact 
me now to reserve your spot on a team.  For 
more details, deadlines, application and 
covenant please visit our page on the church 
website - www.oakridgeumc.org/outreach/
article445376c8867534.htm.  If you have 
questions or would like to discuss, please 
contact Max Kern - 336 643-7297, 
hmaxkern@gmail.com. 

 
Every team member is lead to serve on the team 
along a different path so it is a unique 
experience for each one.   What will your 
experience be like?  How will your story read? 
Are you being lead to serve?  Say yes!  It may be 
the �irst of many trips or you may never go 
again.  Regardless, you will be blessed and 
thankful for the experience. 

 
Please enjoy these write ups by 2018 team 
members. 

I have heard about the teams to Guatemala for 
years, but this year I was �inally able to go.  I 
traveled with nearly 20 team members through 
the beautiful hillsides and small towns of 
Guatemala, seeing the colorful fruits and �lowers 
and textiles all along the way.  When we made it 
to our village, we were greeted by smiling 
brothers and sisters who shared kindness and 
care all week long.  After some training we 
bumped on the backs of trucks through hills and 
farms, got out and carried our ladders and tool 
bags on trails to well tended homes with dirt 
�loors, smoky walls and few comforts.  In teams 
of two or three we began our work of 
constructing stoves that allow the families to 
continue their traditional style of cooking while 
piping the smoke out of the homes, protecting 
each family member’s eyes and lungs from 
damage.  We also saw the water �ilters that had 
been delivered ahead of us so the family could 

enjoy clean water free of parasites.  Each family I 
encountered was so kind and welcoming, and 
though we couldn’t always speak easily to each 
other, love and appreciation was always 
communicated.  It felt good to be in the homes of 
our new friends, and then see them in the 
church later that day receiving training, clothes 
and dewormer.  This ministry is so powerful 
because it allows us to see life through their 
eyes, worship together as family, and participate 
in enabling the local body of Christ to reach out 
in their own communities with love and support.  
I know each team member was transformed by 
the experience of being welcomed into the 
Guatemalan culture and seeing how the love of 
Jesus transcends all boundaries.  I am so 
thankful to be able to participate in this 
beautiful ministry. 

	 	 	 	 		Laura	Sullivan	

My mom and I always talked about going to 
Guatemala together when I was old enough, and 
then the time came!  I was a freshman in college 
when I �irst started going to Guatemala, and now 
it’s like a tradition, every fall break I plan on 
going back!  Guatemala has changed me.  I never 
knew that I would change so much in just a few 
short trips, but I certainly did.  The work we do 
in Guatemala is very tough, but it’s one of the 
most rewarding things.  Our goal each time we 
go is to change the lives of those in the 
community, but in return they always change 
mine.  I will never forget all the lives we have 
helped, and I’m so honored to be a part of such a 
life changing mission.  I never knew how good I 
had it, until I went to other parts of the world 
(like Guatemala) to see that even the littlest 
things can change someone forever.  We give 
each family we work with a water �iltration 
system, and not once had I ever thought about 
drinking dirty water.  Isaiah 6:8 “Here I am, Send 
me,” is a verse I live by every day.  I love helping 
others and mission work is something I will 
always do.  I can’t wait to return to Guatemala 
next October for another hard and fun mission 
trip! 

          Megan	Huber	

        (con�nued on page  8) 
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Getting to Know ORUMC Staff 
Compiled	by	Emily-Sarah	Lineback 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jamie	Hatchell,	
Director	of	ORUMC	
Weekday	School	

It was 1996, and a local high school 

graduate—a Summer�ield native—was 

looking for a part-time job.  Her neighbor at 

the time was working at Oak Ridge UMC’s 

Weekday School and told her about an 

afternoon position in the three-year-olds 

class.  She had been babysitting since a young 

age and had always loved children, so it 

seemed a good �it.  She applied and got it, and 

it was then that she “decided I wanted this to 

be my career.”  And she’s been here ever since 

(minus the 1999-2000 school year when she 

pursued real estate but quickly learned her 

heart wasn’t in sales but back here with the 

children). 

These days you’ll �ind Jamie Hatchell even 

more committed to enhancing the lives of 

children as Director of ORUMC Weekday 

School, a �ive-star child care center.  In her 

role, she oversees daily operations, hires and 

manages a staff of 30+ employees, and 

ensures the school implements a 

developmentally appropriate curriculum 

which strives to promote spiritual and 

academic growth.  Keep reading to learn more 

about her. 

What’s	a	favorite	childhood	memory? 

“As a child I loved going camping with my 

grandparents.  They had a pop-up camper and 

would take my sister and I camping with 

them at Lake Myers in Mocksville, N.C.  I loved 

going to the pool at the campground and to 

the dance party they had at night.”  

Share	a	little	bit	about	your	family.	

“I grew up in Summer�ield with my parents 

and older sister.  When I was 17 years old I 

got a baby brother!  We all live in the Brown 

Summit area now, all within three miles of 

each other.  I will be married to my husband, 

Shaun, for 10 years in August; we have seven 

year old twins, Ella and Eli.” 

What	are	your	favorite	hobbies?	

“I don’t have time for hobbies!  Most of my 

time is spent with my children.  My son plays 

baseball and my daughter is playing soccer 

this spring.  In the fall they will be doing cheer 

and football.  I also enjoy going to concerts, in 

particular the Avett Brothers; I’ve seen them 

18 times!” 

What’s	your	educational	background?	

“I earned my AAS Degree from GTCC in Early 

Childhood Education in 2004.  I took about 

�ive years off [from college] then decided to 

go back part-time while working full-time to 

earn my Bachelor’s degree.  I started back in 

2009, took 2012 off to have my children, and 

�inished my Birth-Kindergarten Degree in 

2016 from Western Carolina University.”  

What’s	something	you’re	particularly	

pleased	with	having	accomplished	so	far	

as	WDS	director?	

“Being able to do some much needed updates 

at the Weekday School—a new playground 

fence, a newer bus, new windows in the 

nursery wing, fresh paint throughout upstairs 

and downstairs, upgrade to current 

playground, addition of an infant playground. 

Expansion of our afterschool program. 

Earning the �ive-star rating from the Division 

of Child Development.”   

       (con�nued on page  9) 
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The month of May is Mental	Health	Month — a 
special opportunity to spread awareness and 
come together to provide support and strength 
to the people affected by mental illness and 
their families. 

Mental Health:  We all have mental health, just 
like we have physical health and spiritual 
health.  Just like some people may have physical 
ailment or a spiritual dif�iculty, some people 
have a mental illness.  Mental Illnesses are 
caused by chemical imbalances leading to 
neurological brain disorders. 

Brain disorders can range from mild depression 
to addictions, personality disorders, emotional 
disorders, eating disorders, PTSD, ADHD,OCD 
and Alzheimer’s.  

1 in every 5 Americans experiences a mental 
disorder in any given year.  It is not 
discriminatory- it affects every culture, socio-
economic status, gender, age, sexual orientation, 
race, religion, occupation (including pastors). 

Look around yourself here and in the of�ice and 
on the soccer �ield.  Nearly every person has 
been touched in some way by mental illness.  It 
affects the WHOLE family, even faith �illed 
families.  But, sadly, most suffer in silence or 
stop coming to worship because they feel 
separated from God, ashamed of the stigma, or 
unable to keep on a happy face under the 
staggering weight of utter despair. 

Most folks with one of these illnesses are highly 
intelligent, productive, capable, honest and kind.   
It is not a re�lection of their heart.  We each, no 
matter what physical or mental illness we have, 
are unique individuals created by a loving God 
and have skills, gifts and abilities. 

Hey, I did not want to know so much about this 
subject.  I would have loved to keep my head in 
the sand.  And most folks with a brain disorder 
will tell you that they would rather have cancer 
or diabetes because then they would not be 
ashamed to talk about it and MAYBE someone 
would bring them a casserole.  God chose this 
journey for me and my family.  We don’t like it 
but I expect He will do something wonderful 
with it because that is what God does.  He takes 
the ugly and makes it beautiful. 

 

God asks us as His followers, to be faithful, to 
love one another, to reach out to those in need 
and to seek justice for all people.  Isn’t it time we 
stopped being afraid and ashamed and started 
helping each other deal with this silent epidemic 
right here in our own congregation?  Just like 
Jesus asked Peter to step out of the boat in faith, 
we should step out in faith to break the silence 
of our struggles of living with or caring for a 
family member with mental illness.  Maybe then 
the barriers of fear, ignorance and stigma will 
be broken down.   

Facts	about	Mental	Illness:	

     It is not a re�lection of a person’s heart or 
character. 

     It is not a re�lection of a person’s intelligence, 
abilities, or worth to society. 

     It is not a re�lection of a lack of faith and 
cannot be eliminated by extra praying. 

     It cannot be “snapped out of”. 

     It is not an indicator of a violent personality 
or danger. 

     It is not contagious. 

     It is not a result of hanging out with the 
wrong crowd. 

     It can have no public symptoms. 

     It is not the person but it is a disease the 
person suffers from. 

     It is not easily diagnosed or treated. 

     It is not a result of sin.  

     It is not a result of bad parenting. 

     It is not usually talked about, even at church 
or bible study. 

     It is not easy to admit. 

     It is not anyone’s fault. 

     It is not a result of moral weakness. 

 

If you have experienced the effects of mental 
illness or would like to help ORUMC to address 
this great need, please call or email me.  
phoebep@triad.rr.com 336-202-3112. 

 

 
	 	 	 	-	Submitted	by	Phoebe	Patterson 
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Guatemala Stove and Water Filter Ministry  
(con�nued from page 5) 

I’ve been so blessed to participate in the Guatemala ministry the last 2 years.  My �irst experience was 
extremely special because it was three generations on the same mission trip.  My Dad (Jay DeWitt from 
Ohio) and my daughter (Megan, a college student) both joined me for the trip of a lifetime.  I quickly 
understood the impact of a serving in country that has no clean drinking water and a sewage system 
that can’t support anything but human waste.  It’s hard to fathom when we live in an area like Northwest 
Guilford County that we’ve really never had to worry about it. 

What is so awesome about the stove ministry is the lives it is saving.  Every stove installed means less 
loved ones are dying from respiratory issues and children being burned from open �lames.  They are 
saving money on wood to buy more necessary goods.  There is less deforestation because they are so 
ef�icient for cooking.  I’m so grateful that my teenage daughter is seeing how the rest of the world lives 
and that every dollar spent on a stove has signi�icance.  That she will grow to know how spreading God’s 
love in places like Chichicastenango or Chuicaca is serving the hands and feet of Jesus.  This ministry of 
ORUMC has touched our family and am so grateful for that opportunity to serve. 

           Alison	Huber	

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ORUMC has been involved with Greensboro Urban Ministries for well over 20 years.  There have been 
MANY different groups that have participated in First Friday, food drives and participated through the 
purchase of Christmas Honor Cards.  We want to take this opportunity to THANK YOU all for your 
dedication to this ministry.  We have seen �irst hand the impact of serving the homeless in Greensboro 
and you are making a difference!! 

 



 9 

 

 

 

Special	Program	Nights	

May	1,	2019—Please join us as Phoebe Patterson presents “Bridges of Hope” during the Feed and Seed 
program.  This presentation is designed to help educate and inspire faith communities about mental 
illness and the vital role spirituality plays in recovery for many. 

May	8,	2019—Weekday School Teacher Appreciation—FLC/Captain Jim—Sanctuary.  We will be 
honoring our Weekday School Teachers at the Feed & Seed Meal.  Please come show our teachers some 
love!  If you are eating before the Captain Jim show, arrive at 5:30pm. 

May	15,	2019—Please join us and bring your family and friends to the Family Life Center gym for 

smoked barbecue and sides to help the Troop purchase gear and supplies. Enjoy a great home-cooked 

meal served by our Scouts, hear about all they are up to and all they have planned in their �irst year of 

Scouts BSA, and support a great group of girls. 

Jamie	Hatchell		
(con�nued from page 6) 
	

The	�ive-star	rating	is	a	huge	deal!		Share	a	
little	bit	of	what	goes	on	behind	the	scenes	to	
help	get	a	good	rating	and	what	it’s	like	to	be	
going	through	that	process	routinely.	

“We are reassessed every three years.  We must 
make sure all classrooms have very speci�ic         
educational materials and displays, which we do 
maintain even when we are not coming up on     
assessment.  Also certain percentages of staff  
members have to have speci�ic levels of            
education and training so whenever I have to 
replace staff, that has to be in my mind at all 
times. “ 

What’s	the	most	meaningful	part	of	being		
director?	
“I love watching the children grow and learn as 
they move through our program.  The teachers 
plan such awesome and engaging activities and I 
am just amazed at how much the children learn 
each day.  The fact that we are a ministry and 
able to share Christ’s love with the children also 
brings me such joy.  I love hearing them say the 
Lord’s prayer at meals or get excited if I ask 

them a question about a Bible story and they 
know the answer.” 	

“I also love watching new teachers develop their 
skills over time.  We have some wonderful 
teachers at the Weekday School.  Some I have 
had the privilege of watching grow up at the 
Weekday school and become some of the best 
preschool teachers around!” 
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************************************************	

WELCOME	NEW	MEMBERS!	

Mind-Blowing	Facts	About	Church	

Guests	…	

I was blessed to attend Auxano’s Guest Experi-

ence Boot Camp in April and was encouraged 

and excited (and a tad overwhelmed!) at the  

reality of what goes into someone stepping foot 

into church (and what it can take to see them 

again).  Some of the facts weren’t surprising—

most all of us know it’s crucial to be welcoming, 

genuine, considerate… 

I told the presenters that people at ORUMC     

organically do many things “right.”  I know �irst-

hand how loving and supportive you are.  And I 

hear from �irst-time guests who share how kind 

they �ind people to be here.  Collectively and  

individually, ORUMC folks are big-hearted and 

bent toward hospitality.  

What we probably don’t process fully is that 

building a great ministry to guests (and       

members, for that matter) nourishes a culture of 

hospitality.  (A mindful ministry provides      

concrete reminders to the entire congregation 

that guests matter.)  

 

So what are some of the mind-blowing facts? 

GUESTS	REPRESENT	GROUND	ZERO	OF	

ACCOMPLISHING	THE	GREAT										

COMMISSION.  Let that soak into your 

brain.  When we genuinely connect with 

guests…we aren’t merely smiling or    

saying “Good morning.”  We are          

emotionally and spiritually laying crucial 

groundwork in possibly preparing some-

one to be open to the saving truth of    

Jesus. 

A	FIRST-TIME	GUEST	MAY	REPRESENT	

YEARS	OF	PRAYER	AND	INVITING	BY	A	

CHURCH	(OR	FAMILY)	MEMBER.  

Wow!  Think about that—this person 

who comes to church for the �irst time in 

a long time (or ever!) could be here after 

someone—or several someones—has 

prayed countless times for years or     

decades for this event to happen.  

         (con�nued on page 11) 
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ADULT WOMEN’S BASKETBALL MINISTRY 
Tuesday Nights at 7:00 pm 

 

This ministry is for women over 30 who would like to play basketball and exercise.                
If you’re interested, please join us each Tuesday night in the FLC.   

 

If you have any questions, please contact Beth Water�ield at  

embwater@yahoo.com 

	

May	Food	Collections	

Backpack	Ministry	

Canned Fruit (15.25 oz. Cans) 

Food	Pantry	

Peanut Butter and Jelly 

(Con�nued from page 10) 

Studies show that GUESTS	WILL	TALK	ABOUT	

THEIR	INITIAL	CHURCH	EXPERIENCE	8	

TO	15	TIMES	WITH	OTHER	PEOPLE. So 

will that experience be positive? … 

These are just a few facts among much research.  

And biblically?  We are commanded in Scripture  

 

to be hospitable.  Next month we’ll look at some 

of the verses—or �ind (or email) me sooner and 

tell me your favorite “hospitality” verse.  

 

 

 Emily-Sarah	Lineback,	
	 Associate	Director	of	Welcome	&	Witness	
		 emily-sarah.lineback@oakridgeumc.org	
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FEED	&	SEED	FUNDRAISER	
To	Bene�it	BSA	Troop	#465	

Wednesday, May 15 
5:30—6:30pm 

ORUMC’s newest community outreach, BSA Troop 465 for girls, is off and running with 16 active girls 

already on the roster—and a few more “in the wings.”  Because the Troop is new, an obstacle is a lack of 

outdoor equipment, which requires signi�icant funds to purchase.  

The Scouts are excited and thankful that ORUMC has approved Troop 465 as the bene�iciary of Feed & 

Seed’s second quarter fundraiser.  Their next planned trip is camping and hiking the weekend of May 17 

at Wood�ield West Scout Reservation in Asheboro, so this fundraiser is perfectly timed to help the Troop 

make the most of their next endeavor.  

Girls from BSA Scout Troop #465 par�cipate in the presenta�on of colors at Old 
North State’s Ci�zen of the Year Breakfast on March 14th at the Swarm Fieldhouse.  
Pictured le� to right: Charley Gaines, Laura Metzloff, Michaela Staudinger, Kate 
Heltsley, Swetha Anand 

Troop	#465—Clockwise	from	lower	left:	Ana	Barbosa,	Isabella	Kirksey,	
Audrey	Benson,	Swetha	Anand,	Brenna	Lauten,	Charley	Gaines,	Kate	
Jarrett,	Lillian	Wu,	Kate	Heltsley,	Lily	Liszka,	Teni	Oladunjoye	

Kate Heltsley 

 

$1	VEGETABLE	PLANT	SALE	

Thursday,	May	2	5:30-8:30pm	

Oak Ridge Farmer’s Market 

(located in the empty lot across 68 from 
McDonalds) 

Get your garden on! 

Please come out and support  

Troop #465! 

A variety of plants 
and seeds  

available 
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Yellow-Vested	Ministers…	

Frenzy!  Getting to church on Sunday mornings 
can be tough, and while I’d love to blame it on 
my child, he has never been the core problem.  It 
has always been hubby and me, rushing around 
to varying degrees, gathering the weight of the 
week and hauling it with us to church.  Some 
weeks are lighter than others…but even this 
past Sunday I drove to church with crammed 
mind junk in the truck.  Sigh. 

I’m not the only one who sometimes struggles to 
get to church with my mind clear and my 
spiritual mojo intact, am I?  This reality is part of 
why ORUMC has started a parking lot ministry. 
(Spoiler alert: It’s rarely about parking 
vehicles.) 

So	what’s	the	point	and	how	is	this	a	
ministry?	

For �irst-time guests, especially for the 9 a.m. 
service, imagine pulling into the parking lot and 
seeing a smiling face and having someone direct 
you to where you need to go.  For every guest 
and member, how does it feel to have someone 
smile and wave at you, pray silently for you, and 
have this exchange help elevate your morning 
mood?  Whatever your week has held—stress, 
joy, loss, hope—you are seen and lifted up 
before you ever enter the building. 

For those of you who like data, here’s some 
powerful proof of why having someone in the 
parking lot matters:  First-time guests decide 
within 11 minutes of arriving on campus of 
whether they’ll come again.  This means the 
parking lot ministers (and greeters, ushers, and 
any individuals who smile or say hello) hold 
more sway than the pastors!  Really!  People 
have already made up their minds before the 
sermon begins.  Our �irst impression is vital. 

For the practical—and busy—person reading 
this, being a parking lot minister is one of the 
quickest and easiest ways you can make a huge 
difference at ORUMC.  If you’ve been wondering 
how you can be involved, this is a high return on 
your investment! T he time commitment is less 
than 30 minutes of your time; the impact can be 
eternal.  Truly! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’d like to learn more, please contact me at 
emily-sarah.lineback@oakridgeumc.org, talk 
with me at church, or call/text my cell: 336-529-
9453. 

 

—Emily-Sarah Lineback 

 

 

What	does	a	parking	lot	minister	do?		

 Smile and wave to people entering the 
parking lot. 

 Direct people to the proper building and 
doors. 

 Pray silently for everybody as they     
arrive. 

 Answer questions about the church. 

 Provide umbrellas in inclement      
weather. 

 Direct traf�ic when needed. 

 Look gorgeous in yellow! 

 

(Photo by John Comerford) 
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Easter	Egg	Hunt	

Over	200	in	attendance!	
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Easter	Services	

 Remember	Me	

Maundy	Thursday	Drama	

Prep	Work			

for	Easter		

Sunday	
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 Sunrise	Service	
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The Wide Spectrum of Mothering 

To	those	who	gave	birth	this	year	to	their	�irst	child—we	celebrate	with	you.	

To	those	who	lost	a	child	this	year	–	we	mourn	with	you.	

To	those	who	are	in	the	trenches	with	little	ones	every	day	and	wear	the	badge	of	food	stains	–	
	we	appreciate	you.	

To	those	who	experienced	loss	through	miscarriage,	failed	adoptions,	or	running	away	—		
we	mourn	with	you.	

To	those	who	walk	the	hard	path	of	infertility,	fraught	with	pokes,	prods,	tears,	and	disappointment	–	we	
walk	with	you.		Forgive	us	when	we	say	foolish	things.		We	don’t	mean	to	make	this	harder	than	it	is.	

To	those	who	are	foster	moms,	mentor	moms,	and	spiritual	moms	–	we	need	you.	

To	those	who	have	warm	and	close	relationships	with	your	children	–	we	celebrate	with	you.	

To	those	who	have	disappointment,	heart	ache,	and	distance	with	your	children	–	we	sit	with	you.	

To	those	who	lost	their	mothers	this	year	–	we	grieve	with	you.	

To	those	who	experienced	abuse	at	the	hands	of	your	own	mother	–	we	acknowledge	your	experience.	

To	those	who	lived	through	driving	tests,	medical	tests,	and	the	overall	testing	of	motherhood	–	we	are	
better	for	having	you	in	our	midst.	

To	those	who	have	aborted	children	–	we	remember	them	and	you	on	this	day.	

To	those	who	are	single	and	long	to	be	married	and	mothering	your	own	children	–	we	mourn	that	life	
has	not	turned	out	the	way	you	longed	for	it	to	be.	

To	those	who	step-parent	–	we	walk	with	you	on	these	complex	paths.	

To	those	who	envisioned	lavishing	love	on	grandchildren	-yet	that	dream	is	not	to	be,	we	grieve	with	you.	

To	those	who	will	have	emptier	nests	in	the	upcoming	year	–	we	grieve	and	rejoice	with	you.	

To	those	who	placed	children	up	for	adoption	—	we	commend	you	for	your	sel�lessness	and	remember	
how	you	hold	that	child	in	your	heart.	

And	to	those	who	are	pregnant	with	new	life,	both	expected	and	surprising	–we	anticipate	with	you.	

This	Mother’s	Day,	we	walk	with	you.		Mothering	is	not	for	the	faint	of	heart	and	we	have	real	warriors	in	
our	midst.		We	remember	you.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By	Amy	Young	
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 ORUMC Staff 
Senior Pastor, Rev. Andy Lambert, andy.lambert@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690  

Associate Pastor, Rev. Christi Taylor, christi.taylor@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690; cell 423-341-9947 

Associate Pastor, Adult Discipleship, Rev. Susan Mitchell, susan.mitchell@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690; cell 336-549-9251 

Director, Children & Family Ministries, Larissa Brown, larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 203 

Interim Director, Adult Choirs, Lynn Gordon, lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Accompanist, Lynn Gordon, lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Director, Crosswalk Worship,  Jennifer Alvarado, jennifer.alvarado@oaridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690; cell 828-850-1805 

Director, Weekday School, Jamie Hatchell, Director, jamie.hatchell@oakridgeumc.org 336-643-4690 ext 208 

Associate Director, Missio Dei, Jason Boggs, jason.boggs@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690, cell 336-403-0934 

Associate Director, Welcome & Witness, Emily-Sarah Lineback, emily-sarah.lineback@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 221 

Director, Youth Ministries,  Harrison Hart, harrison.hart@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 204 

Associate Director, Worship Arts, Bev Miller, bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 220 

Media Producer, Derek Southern, derek.southern@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Director, Operations, Glenn Crihfield, glenn.crihfield@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 219 

Associate Director, Finance, Jennifer Haymore, jennifer.haymore@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 218 

Facility & Membership Coordinator, Phyllis Rowe, phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 211 

Receptionist, Tara Shelton, tara.shelton@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 202 

Ministry Support Assistant, Kim Barnes, kim.barnes@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 201 

God	could	not	be	everywhere,	so	therefore	

he	made	mothers. 

         Rudyard	Kipling 

 

Happy Mothers’ Day! 
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CALENDAR		of	CHURCH	EVENTS		for	May	(also	on	church	website)		

Wednesday,	May	1	

9:00am Backpack Ministry (F125) 

9:30am Senior Resource Luncheon (C102) 

2:30pm Precious Memories (A102) 

5:00pm Handbells (F220) 

5:30pm Feed and Seed (FLC) 

6:00pm GLOW! Children’s Worship (F220) 

7:00pm Choir (D205) 

Thursday,	May	2	

4:00pm Open Ridge (FLC) 

6:30pm Discipleship—Disciple IV (F202) 

Sunday,	May	5	

3:00pm Parents Committee Meeting (F206) 

4:00pm Bloom Women’s Small Group (D214) 

5:00pm Handbells (Adult) (F220) 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study (F219) 

6:00pm The RIDGE Youth Group (F112) 

Monday,	May	6	

6:30pm Discipleship Group—An Open Chair (F219) 

6:30pm Garage for God 

Tuesday,	May	7	

9:30am WOW (Women of the Word) (D212) 

10:00am Discipleship— Faith in Art Bible Journaling (F216) 

3:30pm Stephen Ministers (F219) 

5:45pm Intentional Stewardship (F202) 

Wednesday,	May	8	

9:00am Backpack Ministry (F125) 

9:00am Prayer Card Ministry Team (F202) 

5:00pm Handbells (F220) 

5:30pm Feed and Seed (FLC) 

6:00pm GLOW! Children’s Worship (F220) 

7:00pm Choir (D205) 

7:00pm Chrismons (D212) 

Thursday,	May	9 

4:00pm Open Ridge (FLC) 

6:30pm Discipleship—Disciple IV (F202) 

Sunday,	May	12	

10:05am Walk & Talk with the Pastor 

4:00pm Bloom Women’s Small Group (D214) 

5:00pm Handbells (Adult) (F220) 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study (D219) 

6:00pm THE RIDGE Youth Group (F112) 

Monday,	May	13	

6:30pm Kinetic Christians (F112) 

6:30pm Threads of Love (D212) 

6:30pm Weekday School Advisory Committee (F202) 

Tuesday,		May	14	

9:30am WOW (Women of the Word) (D212) 

10:00am Discipleship —Faith in Art Bible Journaling  (F216) 

5:45pm Intentional Stewardship (F202) 

7:00pm SPR Committee (F202) 

 

Wednesday,	May	15	

9:00am Backpack Ministry (F125) 

5:00pm Handbells (F220) 

5:30pm Feed and Seed (FLC) 

6:00pm GLOW! Children’s Worship (F220) 

7:00pm Choir (D205) 

Thursday,	May	16 

4:00pm Open Ridge (FLC) 

6:30pm Cohorts for Christ (F219)	

Sunday,	May	19	

4:00pm Bloom Women’s Small Group (D214) 

5:00pm Handbells (Adult) (F220) 

6:00pm Discipleship—Women’s Bible Study (F219) 

6:00pm THE RIDGE Youth Group (F112) 

Tuesday,	May	21	

9:30am WOW (Women of the Word) (D212) 

10:00am Discipleship —Faith in Art Bible Journaling 
(F216) 

5:45pm Intentional Stewardship (F202) 

6::00pm Liaison Committee (F202) 

7:00pm Stephen Ministers (F219) 

Wednesday,	May	22 

5:00pm Handbells (F220) 

5:30pm Feed and Seed (FLC) 

6:00pm GLOW! Children’s Worship (F220) 

6:30pm Backpack Ministry (F125) 

7:00pm Choir (D205) 

7:00pm Chrismons (D212) 

Thursday,	May	23 

4:00pm Open Ridge (FLC) 

6:30pm Discipleship—Disciple IV (F202) 

Sunday,	May	26	

4:00pm Bloom Women’s Small Group (D214) 

5:00pm Handbells (Adult) (F220) 

6:00pm Discipleship—Women’s Bible Study (F219) 

6:00pm THE RIDGE Youth Group (F112) 

Monday,	May	27	

6:30pm Kinetic Christians (F112) 

6:30pm Threads of Love (D212) 

Tuesday,	May	28	

9:30pm WOW (Women of the Word) (D212) 

10:00am Discipleship— Faith in Art Bible Journaling 
(F216) 

7:00pm Finance Committee (F202) 

Wednesday,	May	29 

9:00am Backpack Ministry (F125) 

5:00pm Handbells (F220) 

5:30pm Feed and Seed (FLC) 

6:00pm GLOW! Children’s Worship (F220) 

7:00pm Choir (D205) 

Thursday,	May	30	

4:00pm Open Ridge (FLC) 

6:30pm Discipleship—Disciple IV (F202) 
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May	Worship	Volunteers	

Sound	Techs		

11:15	Service:	

5— Todd Ring 

12—Jeff Hallman	

19—Jeff Linden 

26—Mark Covington 

ProPresenter	

8:15	Service:	

5—Edward Jordan 

12—E. & D Jones 

19—Sydney Wentz 

26—Daken Whitaker 

9:00	Service:	

5—Tony Beam 

12— 

19— 

26—Megan Dyson 

11:15	Service:	

5—Benjamin Ring 

12—Victoria Hallman 

19—William Linden 

26—Graham Royal 

    Cameras 

				11:15	Service:	

    5—Tim Florence 

   12—Jackson Hallman 

   19—James Linden 

   26—Tim Florence    

Acolytes	

11:15	Service:	

5—L. Taylor & K. Schooley 

12— 

19— 

26— 

Guest	Station	

11:15	Service:	

5—D. & R. Collier 

12—Donna Cleveland 

19—Lynda Williams 

26—Vickie Barts 

Financial	Workers	

11:15	Service:	

5—L. Williams, T. Ring 

12—A. Abrams, G. Long 

19—A. Mallard, J. Neal 

26—L. Williams, R. Lee 

	

Altar	Guild	

Sheila Gallow 

Door	Greeters	

8:15	Service:	

5— J. & D. Chance 

12—C. & P. Craft 

19—Barbara Frye 

26—S. & M. Holmes 

9:00	Service: 

5—H. & M. Hahn 

12—Teresa Sullivan 

19—Nancy Underwood 

26—C. & B. Albrecht 

Ushers	

8:15	Service:	

5—D. & G. Baysinger 

12—C. Rumley & K. Bailey 

19—C. & J. Rollins 

26—B. & S. Wentz 

9:00	Service:	

5—C. Surette,  D. Brooks, D. Surette,   

       L. Prosser, M. Brooks, R. Prosser 

12—C. Surette, D. Surette, 

         J. Christman, M. Hogan, P. Hogan,   

        T. Sullivan 

19—C. Surette, D. Bailey,  D. Surette, 

          H. Bailey,  R. Marshburn, R. Cox 

26—C. Surette, D. Hall, D. Surette,  

          J. Lee, R. Lee, T. Hall 

11:15	Service:	

5— 

12— 

19— 

26— 

 


