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A Note From the Pastor 
What Pastor Andy “nose” best… 

I was recently asked to write an article for theartofpreaching.org (a blog for pastors who are honing their 
gifts).  I wanted to share part of it with Oak Ridge UMC. 

Stand Up (for Jesus): Humor and Hard Truths in Preaching.  

May 2020| Monthly Newsletter of Oak Ridge United Methodist Church 

WHY COMEDY? 

Very often the way to soften a hard heart is 
through the funny bone.  Your dentist probably 
isn't truly interested in your recent trip to     
Bermuda.  You didn't come to see him because 
he tells "good" corny jokes.  Your dentist knows 
you are nervous and that the razor sharp         
instruments he is poking into your mouth are 
uncomfortable and painful.  The two of you have 
an unspoken agreement.  He’s going to distract 
you, then make you bleed… so that you can be 
healthier in the end.  When done properly, this 
dentist tool is cutting-edge (lol) effective.  The 
gouge in your gums still hurts, but just a little 
less because you are distracted enough to        
receive the help hoped for. 

“For the word of God is alive and active.  Sharper 
than any double-edged sword.” – Hebrews 4:12.  
The preacher and the listener have an unspoken 
agreement.  The Bible is going to poke around in  

your soul.  Any honest approach to the scripture 
means we’re going get cut and we’re going to 
bleed.  Creative and humorous approaches can 
make the difference between.... “Nope, I ain’t 
doin’ it.” and “Ouch… I needed that.”  The         
unconventional approaches to preaching (using 
props, storytelling, character driven sermons) 
can squeeze a truth past the most resistant     
listener’s defenses.  The careful proclaimer of 
the good news of Jesus Christ must be inten-
tional as to WHY you're being comedic or       
dramatic or      creative.  We must be vigilant to 
remember we are helping people to let down 
their reflexive walls and to receive difficult    
biblical truths about themselves.  We are not  
entertaining for entertainment’s sake, we are 
persuading in an engaging way.  This under-
standing of the stubbornness of humanity (when 
it comes to hearing the truth) is why Jesus often 
taught in parables.  

Continued on page 5 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

 - Most needed at this time 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Each Morning (Monday-Friday) at 10 a.m. on Facebook. 

 

Who: Especially for children age 3 - 5th grade 

What: Pick up a fun pack for your child.  Each pack will contain age 

appropriate items to entertain, engage and excite your child! 

When: Anytime! New packs come out every Monday! 

Where: The Drive Thru area at Oak Ridge United Methodist Church; 

look for the box labeled “Fun Packs.” 

Three Reasons Why: Because you need it, because we love you and 

because we are here to help! 

*You do not need to be a member of ORUMC to participate.  Share with 

your friends! 
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JOIN ORUMC ONLINE!  While continuing to social-distance, we 
are offering ways for you to join ORUMC online!  Several ways to join 
– you can send in a picture with a few words about yourself.  Your 
photo will be shown at the next online worship service when Pastor 
Andy is announcing newest members.  Or you can schedule a time to 
be safely videoed joining the church while the regular online        
worship service is being recorded.  In both cases, Pastor Andy will 
give you a call in advance to pray with you and discuss your        
membership.  

Make known your commitment to Christ and His people.  Call 336-643-4690 ext. 211 or email           
phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org 

 

 

mailto:phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org
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Continued from Page 1 

HOW? 

"When the demons came out of the man, they 
went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down 
the steep bank into the lake and was 
drowned…  ....When they came to Jesus, they 
found the man from whom the demons had  
gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in   
his right mind; and they were afraid." Luke 8 

They.  Were.  Afraid. 

NO ONE wants to hear that they care more  
about property than people.  NO ONE wants to 
hear that we are terrified of the change Jesus 
promises.  If a preacher comes at a congregation 
with that giant gleaming needle they are going 
to flinch or grab your hand.  If, however, you 
begin your message about the demon possessed 
drowned pigs with a silly newscaster bit like: 

"This just in, over 600 suicidal swine found 
floating in Lake Gaderenes today.  Why the 
portly pigs took the plunge has yet to be 
established.  Local pig farmers are blaming the 
incident on a wandering faith healer..." 

People are going to grin.  They might even 
snicker.  And just a few minutes later they will 
have let down their knee jerk, self-preservation, 
default mode enough to hear a hard truth... 

They choose pigs over a person. 

We choose property over people every day. 

They were afraid of Jesus. 

We are afraid of how our lives would change if 
we really trust in Christ. 

Like a boxer faking left to deliver a gut punch 
from the right, humor isn't the point, it's the  
fake to the punch.  In a skeptical, distracted,   
and guarded age, we must get creative.  
Unexpected approaches to preaching must be 
done in a way that does not overshadow or    
blur the truth we wish to proclaim.  Preachers 
still must do the faithful work of discovering   
the transcendent truth of the Biblical passage.  
Unconventional preaching still has to be born 
out of diligent study, but solid scholarship 
without persuasive creativity is a Van Gogh in    
a vault, beautiful but unseen.  Stretch yourself  
to do the stressful work of discovering the   

BEST vehicle to communicate the truth found in 
each passage.  Speaking of hard truths... creative 
preaching is difficult, time consuming, and 
frustrating work.  Coming up with one good idea 
is hard enough.  Coming up with five ideas, 
working on one for hours, then letting go of it 
because the sixth idea is better... is brutal.  Make 
no mistake, being funny for funny sake is fun.  
Being funny because you want someone to know 
the hope of the redemption in Christ... is 
laborious, at least, to do it well. 

The pitfall of creative preaching is the method 
will overshadow the message.  The pitfall of   
non-creative preaching is that message will 
never get past the formidable defenses of the 
human heart.  There are endless ways to be 
creative in preaching.  It takes more than a little 
courage to step out of your comfort zone.  
Unconventional preaching is risky and scary to 
attempt.  Failure is spectacularly public and 
immediately evident.  The fall from that tight 
rope has no net.  If a funny approach does not 
work, you know it instantly.  On the other hand, 
the failure to be really heard, because we aren't 
risk taking, is less embarrassing, but it is still 
failure.  When it works... 

When God gets through to someone. 

When humor gets past the distracted mind. 

When people can chuckle in recognition of their 
own brokenness, the Holy Spirit breaks through 
the resistant heart. 

I love the Old Testament story when Sarah hears 
God has promised to give her a child in her old 
age.  She laughed in disbelief, but clearly hoped 
it would be true.  Baby Isaac (which means 
laughter) reveals what begins with a laugh may 
end with a miracle.  

 

 

Continued on Page 6 

“For the word of God is 

alive and active.  Sharper 

than any double-edged 

sword.”  

 – Hebrews 4:12.   
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Continued from Page 5 

Our pastors have been reaching out to church folks while we are social distancing.  Please 
help them have the most current information by checking your Realm account to make sure 
your emails, address and phone numbers  are correct.  You can also email the church office 
if you need assistance. 

Here’s your homework pastors, preachers, 
youth workers and any one called to give a 
word: 

1– Study good stand up comedians.  They are 
masters at saying unpleasant truths about us in 
a way that we both laugh at ourselves and 
recognize the truth about ourselves. 

2- Study Commercials.  Their job is to get our 
attention and change our behavior 

3- Practice out loud HOW you tell a story.  Is 
there a more interesting way?  Is there 
suspense?  Is there another voice to use?  What 
cadence fits?  Is there a surprise twist? 

4- What can be done visually in a sermon?  Our 
churches are full of symbols for a reason.  At the 
beginning of my experiments in creative 
preaching I often overdid the props.  I have 
since discovered that the smallest prop is 
enough to allow the hearer to fill in the blanks.  

5- Ask yourself what is happening in our 
culture.  In music?  In movies?  In social media?  
Don’t pretend you are more hip than you are, 
but use what is happening culturally as a touch 
stone, but a light touch… 

WHY…. AGAIN? 

The reception of the proclamation of the gospel 
matters, so how we make it heard matters.  
Well thought out, purposeful humor is one 
arrow in the quiver that is consistently armor 
piercing. 

 

“Joy is the serious business of heaven.” C. S. Lewis 

“I have never once feared the devil, but I tremble 
every time I enter the pulpit.” John Knox 

“Be kind to your dentist. He has fillings too.”  
Andy Lambert 

 

Next Sermon Series 

The New Normal 
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New To Our Family 

Nurses’ Notes 
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What you Need to Know Guatemala Edition 

Guatemala Teams - October 2020! 

Laura Campbell and I were able to go to 
Guatemala in March with two others on our 
team.  A major purpose was to work in the 
schools and teach the children the health 
benefits of clean water.  We also studied the 
success of the October 2019 project and planned 
for our October 2020 teams.  On our March trip, 
we were able to witness the life changing impact 
of the ministry.  We serve God by serving others.  
I hope you will decide to be a part of this 
amazing ministry and give the gift of better 
health, clean air, clean water, cost savings and a 
reduction in deforestation. 

- Max Kern  

In order to continue the momentum, building 
hope and trust in Guatemala we are hopeful 
about returning to Guatemala October 10-17, & 
October 17-24, 2020  

As in all circumstances we continue to monitor 
the situation and will make a final decision in 
July.  

If you are interested, submitting an application 
through the link will hold your place and help us 
make final answers.  This will stand in place of a 
deposit until the delayed decision and give a 
precise contact list for communication! 

Within a few days after our return, Guatemala 
also shut down and will be through sometime in 
June.  In light of our own experiences, and 
relationship to several communities in 
Guatemala the need is greater than ever right 
now.  One pastor reports being healthy but his 
people are hungry.  Pastor Cardona, in a 
different area, was able to distribute bags of 
corn that had been donated.  One bag of corn for 
an entire family!  Guatemala needs our support!  
You can click to give through the link below.  
Our Goal as a church is to send the funds by 
Mother's day (May 10th as the need is now and 
urgent).  If you are able to contribute now or 
make a commitment please notify Max Kern 
hmaxkern@gmail.com  

http://www.oakridgeumc.org/outreach/
article445376c9190854.htm 

 
 
 
 

Loving our Neighbor 
 IS NOT Canceled! 

 

GRADUATES 

May 17, 2020 
4:00pm 

Determined 

We as a church are going to go all out with car horns, air horns, and decorating cars in celebration fof 

our seniors.   

Final and full details on May 12.  College families contact Laura at laura.campbell@oakridgeumc.org 

and high school families contact Harrison at harrison.hart@oakridgeumc.org. 

Come on out and show your spirit! 

 

mailto:hmaxkern@gmail.com
http://www.oakridgeumc.org/outreach/article445376c9190854.htm?fbclid=IwAR2HlLNsxyL1zkuGNOqXc0KGfgyGQWoMAZslqwKcQ628YgXLmEcqkw9-xCQ
http://www.oakridgeumc.org/outreach/article445376c9190854.htm?fbclid=IwAR2HlLNsxyL1zkuGNOqXc0KGfgyGQWoMAZslqwKcQ628YgXLmEcqkw9-xCQ
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Welcome New Members 

Be sure and welcome John and Bev 

Gordon as ORUMC’s newest members 

and the first to join online. 

 

We want to thank all those that continue to reach 
out to the Backpack Ministry wanting to help.  
Social Distancing and stay at home orders make 
it hard for us to gather and pack in large groups, 
thus, we have to limit volunteers at the church, 
but it does not prevent us from serving the 200+ 
children in the Northwest Guilford Area Back-
pack Ministry program.  For Easter we provided 
Easter Meals through Lowes Food and now we 
are gearing up to send home almost 1,200 bags of 
food over the next six weeks.  You can serve the 
children by praying for them and by participating 
in the food drive next week. 

 

Please see the flyer in the Ridgeruuner for 
food list and note that PEANUT BUTTER AND         
CEREAL are our greatest need right now - but 
we can use anything on the list!  THANK YOU! 

 

Chad and Lindsey Davis joined on 

April 30 and are the second to join 

online!   Welcome to the ORUMC 

family! 
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Coloring Contest 
 
Thank you to everyone that entered 
our “Where in the World is Oak Ridge 
UMC?” coloring contest.  The winners 
are: 
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ORUMC Staff 
Senior Pastor, Rev. Andy Lambert, andy.lambert@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690  

Associate Pastor, Rev. Christi Taylor, christi.taylor@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690; cell 423-341-9947 

Associate Pastor, Adult Discipleship, Rev. Susan Mitchell, susan.mitchell@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690; cell 336-549-9251 

Director, Children & Family Ministries, Larissa Brown, larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 203 

Associate Director, Adult Choirs, Lynn Gordon, lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 289 

Accompanist, Baker Lawrimore, baker.lawrimore@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Director, Crosswalk Worship,  Casey Whitt, casey.witt@oaridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 287 

Director, Weekday School, Jamie Hatchell, Director, jamie.hatchell@oakridgeumc.org 336-643-4690 ext 208 

Director, Youth Ministries, Harrison Hart, harrison.hart@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 204 

Director, Missional Discipleship, Laura Campbell, laura.campbell@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 288 

Director, Guest & Volunteer Ministries, Bev Miller, bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 220 

Media Producer, Derek Southern, derek.southern@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Director, Operations, Glenn Crihfield, glenn.crihfield@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 219 

Associate Director, Finance, Jennifer Haymore, jennifer.haymore@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 218 

Facility & Membership Coordinator, Phyllis Rowe, phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 211 

Receptionist, Tara Blake, tara.blake@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 202 

Ministry Support Assistant, Kim Barnes, kim.barnes@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 201 

mailto:andy.lambert@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:christi.taylor@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:susan.mitchell@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:casey.witt@oaridgeumc.org
mailto:jamie.hatchell@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:erin.betlej@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:derek.southern@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:glenn.crihfield@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:jennifer.haymore@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:tara.blake@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:kim.barnes@oakridgeumc.org
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Happy 

 
Mother’s  

 
Day! 


