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NOTES FROM THE PASTOR
And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish,
I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one
for Elijah.” (Matthew 17:4, ESV).
The story of Jesus’ transfiguration comes to my mind at the end of
every summer. Jesus and perhaps his three closest disciples, Peter,
James and John, head up a high mountain alone and away from the
crowds. While away, something incredibly powerful happens: the
disciples see Jesus’ holiness revealed before their eyes - his face
shining like the sun and his clothes becoming bright white. They
see him talking with Moses and Elijah, and hear a voice from a
cloud that surrounds them, saying “This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (Matthew 17:5). In essence,
they are getting a glimpse into who Jesus really is, how REAL the
Father really is, and that there is something greater and more real
going on behind the scenes than they ever realized.
Peter wanting to setup camp here is not necessarily a bad thing, particularly
since he asked Jesus permission in his statement anyway. The disciples get the
clear sense here they are part of a larger world, everything seems right and who
wouldn’t want to soak that in? Peter speaks truth when he says “Lord, it is
GOOD that we are here.” The issue is more that the word “tent” here is more
associated with “tabernacle” or something more permanent. It’s not time yet
for them to eternally experience the spiritual world in such a palpable way, and,
oh yeah, there are still crowds of people down below!

At the end of every summer I find myself at a similar crossroads. I love the
freedom that summer offers youth ministries in getting outside of the norm. We
get to experience adventures small and large and enjoy space to be real and see
the Father in a real way too. You can almost touch heaven as we see love and
grace shared in the midst of natural wonder, and in the midst of those who care.
Some summers it feels like the school year is the bottom of the mountain, that
we’re leaving that time of revelation and freedom and going into the grind
again.
(Continued on Page 3)

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, September 8
2:00-4:00pm

Sunday, September 15
Celebration and Lunch
10:30am
Sunday night we will have
“Home, Heart and Hallelujah” a one night revival
with guest speaker, Rev. Dr. Tim Reeves
and worship lead by the worship team,
Paula + Angie!

Make plans to attend!

When a college professor develops an
unbreakable bond with an abandoned
dog, they set off on an unforgettable
journey that inspires the hearts of an
entire town! Starring Richard Gere,
Joan Allen, and Jason Alexander, this
film—based on a true story—
embodies the spirit of family loyalty.
Dove approved. Rated G. Approx. 93
minutes.

(Continued from Page 1)

But I’m reminded that not only did the disciples have to follow Jesus down the mountain, but that the
revelation didn’t end there. It wasn’t a once and done thing. In fact, it could be said that down the
road seeing the resurrected Christ and being filled with the Holy Spirit was even more powerful to
the disciples than the Transfiguration. Because of what Jesus did on the cross, a way was made so
that what was glimpsed in the Transfiguration could be our constant reality. Even when we can’t feel
it, the truth remains that we have access to a larger, behind the scenes world where everything is
right. We are a part of that and share it with each other. We don’t get to setup eternal camp in a
particular place or “moment” we experience but instead, we get something better. We get assurance
that we are ALREADY home in the place where these moments are rooted, so that wherever we go
we carry that awareness, peace, joy, wonder and power to those in need of the glimpses we
celebrate.
Yeah there was plenty of plain ol’ fun this summer (water balloon tosses, yard games, swimming,
pool basketball, city tours, swamp tours, hammocking everywhere, an inflatable kayak used for a
mattress as much as piling kids over ocean waves, a movie premier, overdoing it on roller coasters,
VR and even axe throwing*), but what we could NOT capture in the pictures was incredibly powerful.
I wish everyone could have been a fly on the raft to see it: Discussing scriptures on peace and
stillness while floating on kayaks. Praying for God to speak as we sat on mountain outcroppings.
Singing songs of hope at the homes of generous host families for our Bible Studies. Serving children
at our church, heavy repair work for homeowners in a state far away, aiding handicapped and underprivileged adults. And seeing around 200 students and adults down at a retreat altar sincerely praying together for their friends, families and leaders, embracing and offering encouragement to each
other. I do not say it lightly when I say we are seeing God move in an undeniable way.
Since He’s moving, it’s time for us to take what we know to be true from this summer, keep true to
who He’s made us to be, and go forward, inviting others into the adventure. We are at home in
Christ’s presence whether we’re on a mountain or a school hallway, and there are many who need to
know there’s a bigger world they can be a part of.
Harrison Hart

October is Pastor Appreciation Month!

We will be celebrating our Pastors all month, but specifically on Sunday, October 13. If you have
thoughts/ideas for showing our love to our Pastors on October 13 and/or all during the month,
please contact Bev Miller or Phyllis Rowe in the office. Our Pastors minister to us in so many ways.
This is a great time for us to minister to them.

ORUMC
AUTUMN FAIR

Sunday, October 13
3:00-5:00 PM
Inflatables, Trunk or Treat, Snacks,
Prizes and More!

September Food Collections
Backpack Ministry
Pork and Beans (15 oz. cans)
Microwave Popcorn Pouches
Food Pantry
Canned Green Beans

NURSES’ NOTES
It’s about that time!
Influenza (FLU) is a contagious respiratory illness caused by
viruses. It can be mild or severe. Serious cases can result in
hospitalization and death. Older people, young children and
those with certain health conditions are at high risk. The best
way to prevent the flu is to be vaccinated annually.

Who Should Get Vaccinated this season?
Everyone 6 months of age and
older should get a flu vaccine every
season. Vaccination to prevent
influenza is particularly important
for people who are at high risk of
serious complications from
influenza.
Flu vaccination has important
benefits (https://www.cdc.gov/
flu/prevent/vaccine-benefits.htm).
It can reduce flu illnesses, doctors’
visits, and missed work and school
due to flu, as well as prevent flurelated hospitalizations.

Different flu vaccines are approved
for use in different groups of
people. Factors that can determine
a person’s suitability for

vaccination, or vaccination with a
particular vaccine, include a
person’s age, health (current and
past) and any relevant allergies.
NOTE:
The Congregational Nurse
Program has arranged for CVS
to give free flu vaccines to anyone 14 years or older at our
Feed and Seed on Wednesday,
September 18 from 5 to 7pm.
Please be prepared to show
your insurance card. We will
have regular and senior
vaccine available.
Submitted by Jerry Chance,
Congregational Nurse

What's the best thing about summer coming to an end?? Feed & Seed is back! ORUMC's weekly
fellowship meals will resume on Wednesday, September 18 and we would love for you to join us!!
So, what exactly is Feed & Seed, and why should you come?
 Food—a variety of hot, delicious meals and an assortment of yummy desserts have been
prepared for you! (Translation...you don't have to cook or clean!!)
 Fellowship—this is a great opportunity to spend time with your brothers and sisters in Christ.
Folks from all three ORUMC worship services attend this meal!
 Faith—stay afterwards for choir practice, send your children to GLOW, attend a bible study,
and enjoy various programming during the meal throughout the year!

What do you need to do?
 RSVP each Sunday (via the Connection Cards inserted into the bulletin) or by the end of the day
each Monday (via the weekly signup genius link or a call/email to Tara in the front office).
 Come to the FLC on Wednesdays! Dinner is served between 5:30pm and 6:30pm....come at
whatever time works best for you and your family!
 Cost: $8 per person, $5 per child (3 year olds - 5th graders)

If you are interested in being part of the set up, clean up, or dessert crews, please contact Kim
Jackson at 704-576-8429 or kjacksonathome@gmail.com.

Menus for September
Wednesday, September 18—Fundraiser Night for the
Guatemala Mission Trip Team!
Menu: Chicken spaghetti/Green Beans/Salad/Rolls
Alternate Menu: Mac & Cheese
Wednesday, September 25
Menu: BBQ/Slaw/Hushpuppies/Baked Beans/Potato
Salad/Rolls
Alternate Menu: Mini Corn Dogs

Servant Outreach Ministry Opportunities
If your family is looking for a way to be the hands and
feet of Jesus and make a difference in the lives of
others, consider participating in theBread of Life Meal
Ministry or Caregiver's Ministry.

“Each of you should use whatever gift you
have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in it’s various
forms.”
1 Peter 4:10

BREAD OF LIFE MEAL MINISTRY
As part of ORUMC's mission for servant outreach, the
Bread of Life Meal Ministry assists church members
and those in our community facing crises, illness,
recovery from surgery, home bound, or other
situations by providing them with meals. In support
of this ministry, we are seeking volunteers to assist in
providing a meal to those who need our support. Our
goal is to encourage every family in our congregation
to participate by providing at least one meal during
the year (if you wish to do more that would be
appreciated). Volunteers with access to email may
sign up on the website - dates, meal suggestions, and
delivery details are provided. For those who do not
like to cook, it is easy to pick up prepared foods at a
store or restaurant. We are currently providing
weekly meals to two of our home bound church
families. The meals and fellowship are greatly
appreciated by the recipients.
CAREGIVER'S MINISTRY
Our mission is to remain in contact with individuals
who are home bound or living in nursing homes or
assisted living facilities with telephone calls, visits
and sending cards to let them know they are in our
thoughts and prayers. This is a wonderful opportunity for the whole family to participate and bring
together our children and our older generation. A
small amount of your time will make a huge
difference and provide fellowship, love and joy to another person.

“Share with the Lord’s people who are in
need. Practice hospitality.”
Romans 12:13

Please prayerfully consider participating in these
ministries. Please contact Donna Cleveland at
336-643-0715 or dlcleve00@aol.com for more
information, to volunteer, or to notify us if there is a
need for these ministries.

VBS 2019

Welcome Home Service & Celebration,
Sunday September 15,
10:30am - 2:00pm

Summer vacations have come to an end, school has started back, and
we are finally starting to settle into our daily routines. Oak Ridge
UMC's Welcome Home Celebration is the perfect opportunity to jump
back into your church life! We will have ONE combined worship
service in the Family Life Center at 10:30am, Sunday, September 15,
immediately followed by a time of Fellowship, Food, and Fun.... you
won't want to miss this special opportunity to reconnect with your
ORUMC church family!!! (Please note that on this particular Sunday
there will be no Discipleship Hour/Sunday School classes, and there
will be no morning Fellowship Time coffee and snacks.)
Come for the Food!
We are asking the congregation to provide the food for this potluck
meal. Items may be homemade, store-bought, or straight from your
favorite restaurant....it will ALL get eaten! In an effort to make sure
our food items are somewhat evenly split between meats/entrees,
sides, salads, and desserts, please sign up for which type of item you'd
like to bring. You can contact Kim Jackson at 704-576-8429 or
kjacksonathome@gmail.com OR you can sign-up genius link on the
church website.
Come for the Fun & Fellowship!
We will have bounce houses, corn hole, ping pong, basketball, four square, etc.
outside for everyone to enjoy. Feel free to bring your own outdoor games,
chairs, blankets, etc. to add to all the fun! Enjoy catching up with your church
family while watching the kids run around having a blast. Take the opportunity
to introduce yourself to unfamiliar faces (we've had a lot of new members join
this past year!). This day is for YOU.....relax and have fun.....WELCOME HOME!!
Come to Help!
We all know these events don't happen by themselves.....it takes a lot of work to make it a success.
If you are interested in helping with this event,
please contact Kim Jackson at 704-576-8429 or
kjacksonathome@gmail.com. We will gladly accept
your help in ANY way that you would like to offer
(kitchen duty, food setup, table/chair setup, table
decorations, manning the drink table, etc.). Please
don't assume that we have all the help we need.....
there is never enough!!

ORUMC Staff
Senior Pastor, Rev. Andy Lamber t, andy.lamber t@oakr idgeumc.or g, 336-643-4690
Associate Pastor, Rev. Chr isti Taylor , chr isti.taylor @oakr idgeumc.or g, 336-643-4690; cell 423-341-9947
Associate Pastor, Adult Discipleship, Rev. Susan Mitchell, susan.mitchell@oakr idgeumc.or g, 336-643-4690; cell 336549-9251
Director, Children & Family Ministries, Lar issa Br own, lar issa.br own@oakr idgeumc.or g, 336-643-4690 ext. 203
Director, Adult Choirs/Accompanist, Lynn Gor don, lynn.gor don@oakr idgeumc.or g, 336-643-4690
Director, Crosswalk Worship, Casey Whitt, casey.witt@oaridgeumc.or g, 336-643-4690
Director, Weekday School, J amie Hatchell, Director , jamie.hatchell@oakr idgeumc.or g 336-643-4690 ext 208
Director, Youth Ministries, Har r ison Har t, har r ison.har t@oakr idgeumc.or g, 336-643-4690 ext 204
Director, Guest & Volunteer Ministries, Bev Miller , bev.miller @oakr idgeumc.or g, 336-643-4690 ext 220
Media Producer, Der ek Souther n, der ek.souther n@oakr idgeumc.or g, 336-643-4690
Director, Operations, Glenn Cr ihfield, glenn.cr ihfield@oakridgeumc.or g, 336-643-4690 ext 219
Associate Director, Finance, J ennifer Haymore, jennifer .haymor e@oakr idgeumc.or g, 336-643-4690 ext 218
Facility & Membership Coordinator, Phyllis Rowe, phyllis.r owe@oakr idgeumc.or g, 336-643-4690 ext 211

Receptionist, Tar a Shelton, tar a.shelton@oakr idgeumc.or g, 336-643-4690 ext 202
Ministry Support Assistant, Kim Bar nes, kim.bar nes@oakr idgeumc.or g, 336-643-4690 ext 201

CHURCH-WIDE CHRISTMAS EVENT: DECEMBER 13 & 14
Christmas of 2004, our church was host to over 1600 guests that came
and viewed six stations around our church: actors at each station told
their part in the “Jesus birth story”. WE ARE DOING IT AGAIN!!!
Lynn Gordon, our traditional music director, created this event as an
OUTREACH TO THE COMMUNITY. It takes over 150 ORUMC folks to do
this production, from Tour Directors (leading groups of 30 guests to each
station) to Bakers (making refreshments for our guests to enjoy as they
await their tours), Actors, Greeters to welcome our guests (many for the
first time entering a church), Set Construction Crew, Clean-Up committee,
Set-Up committee...there’s a place for each and every volunteer!
Contact Lynn Gordon at lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org to find out further details.

CALENDAR of CHURCH EVENTS for September (also on church website)

4:00pm
6:00pm
3:30pm
5:45pm
7:00pm
7:00pm

9:30am
2:30pm
7:00pm
8:00pm
7:00pm

4:00pm
6:00pm
3:00pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
9:00am
7:00pm
7:00pm
8:00pm
7:00pm

Sunday, September 1
Women’s Small Group—BLOOM (D214)
THE RIDGE Youth Group (F112)
Tuesday, September 3
Stephen Ministers (F219)
Intentional Stewardship (F202)
Board of Trustees Committee (F202)
Stephen Ministers (F219)
Wednesday, September 4
Senior Resource Luncheon (C102)
Precious Memories (A102)
Choir (D205)
NPraise (D205)
Thursday, September 5
Crosswalk Band Rehearsal (F112)
Sunday, September 8
Women’s Small Group—BLOOM (D214)
THE RIDGE Youth Group (F112)
Monday, September 9
Mary Martha Circle (Off –site)
Kinetic Christians (F112)
Reflections (F206)
Threads of Love (D212)
Weekday School Advisory Committee (F202)
Tuesday, September 10
SPR Committee Meeting (F202)
Wednesday, September 11
Prayer Card Ministry Team (F202)
Choir (D205)
Chrismons (D212)
NPraise (D205)
Thursday, September 12
Crosswalk Band Rehearsal (F112)

10:30am
4:00pm
6:00pm
5:45pm
7:00pm
7:00pm

5:30pm
7:00pm
8:00pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

4:00pm
6:00pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm

7:00pm
5:30pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
8:00pm

7:00pm
4:00pm
6:00pm

Sunday, September 15
HOMECOMING
Women’s Small Group—BLOOM (D214)
THE RIDGE Youth Group (F112)
Tuesday, September 17
Intentional Stewardship (F202)
Liaison Committee (F202)
Stephen Ministers (F219)
Wednesday, September 18
Summer Schedule Feed & Seed (F112)
Choir (D205)
NPraise (D205)
Thursday, September 19
CoHorts for Christ (F219)
Crosswalk Band Rehearsal (F112)
Sunday, September 22
Women’s Small Group—BLOOM (D2114)
THE RIDGE Youth Group (F112)
Monday, September 23
Kinetic Christians (F112)
Reflections (F206)
Threads of Love (D212)
Tuesday, September 24
Finance Committee Meeting (F202)
Wednesday, September 25
Feed & Seed (F112)
Choir (D205)
Chrismon (D212)
NPraise (D205)
Thursday, September 26
Crosswalk Band Rehearsal (F112)
Sunday, September 29
Women’s Small Group—BLOOM (D214)
THE RIDGE Youth Group (F112)

Sound Techs
11:15 Service:
1—David Dudley
8—David Dudley
15—James Lee
22—
29—
ProPresenter
8:15 Service:
1—Steve Kingsbury
8—E. & D Jones
15—
22—Daken Whitaker
29—Mark Holmes
9:00 Service:
1—Tony Beam
8—Edward Jordan
15—
22—
29—
11:15 Service:
1—Casey Whitt
8—Casey Whitt
15—
22—
29—
Cameras
11:15 Service:
1—
8—
15—
22—
29—

Ushers
8:15 Service:
1—L. & G. Plummer
8—Sydney Wentz
15—
22—J. & S. Christman
29—E. & G. McKee
9:00 Service:
1—D. Brooks, L. Prosser, M. Brooks,
R. Prosser, T. Grose
8—M. Hogan, P. Hogan, T. Sullivan,
T. Grose
15—
22—D. Hall, J. Lee, R. Lee, T. Hall, T. Grose
29—M. Kiernan, R. Marshburn, R. Cox,
S. Kiernan, T. Grose
11:15 Service:
1—
8—
15—
22—
29—
Combined 10:30 Service:
15—D. Bailey, H. Bailey, L. Shores,
T. Shores, T. Grose

Acolytes
11:15 Service:
1—Emily Taylor

Guest Services
9:00 Service
1—Julie Odendaal
8—Meredith Duell
15—
22—
29—
11:15 Service:
1—Lynn Purgason
8—Janet Chandler
15—
22—Lynne Toth
29—Dru Long
Financial Workers
11:15 Service:
1—J. Osborne & L. Zeyfang
8—A. Abrams
15—
22—G. Long & T. Ring
29—L. Williams & S. Haigler

Altar Guild
Judy Mishoe

Door Greeters
8:15 Service:
1—Beth Kingsbury
8—
15—
22—
29—
9:00 Service:
1—Margaret Sell
8—
15—
22—
29—
11:15 Service
1—Peggy & Jim Hill
8—L. & N. Scandale
15—
22—
29—

