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A Word From Pastor Susan 

April/May 2021| Monthly Newsletter  

Oak Ridge United Methodist Church 

He is Risen – He is Risen Indeed!  

Easter is our Highest Holy Day. The day the world was turned upside down. The day that sin and death lost its 

sting. The day we finally understood that death is not the end. The day we understood just how much God loves 

us all. The day where God made good on His promise of a Savior for all – Jew and Gentile. The day that all the 

teachings of Jesus began to finally make sense – Good Sense – Good News Sense! Easter, the day Jesus rose from 

the dead – the day the Resurrection began. Oh! what a glorious day!  

And then came Easter Monday.   

How fitting that the day of Resurrection began at the beginning of spring when the grass greens and the buds 

begin to push their noses out for all to see. Spring is a sign of hope for most all of us. A sign that the winter months 

of grey skies, cold sleety rain, blustering wind, barren trees, shrubs, and beige lawns are over. Spring signals long-

er days to enjoy outdoor activities, soak in the warm rays, and behold the beauty of creation.  

And then came Easter Monday. 

Spring – when we get out in our yards, plant flowers and pitter around in our yard. Spring – when we start mak-

ing plans to go on hikes, ride our bikes, travel to the coast, head to the lake. Spring – when we begin to swap our 

sweaters for shorts, our boots for sandals. Spring – when we take time to talk to our neighbors, when we plan 

backyard BBQs, and smile easily at those we pass along the way.  

And then came Easter Monday. 

Do we need reminding that we have been through over 13 months of a Covid winter? No, not at all. But there are 

signs everywhere that a new season is coming. Facebook shows our folks celebrating having their “shots!” It’s one 

of the first things people say or ask now: I have one more to go, have you had yours yet?  We are having in-person 

worship again and soon we’ll be able to worship in both the FLC and the sanctuary! We can sing again – yes with 

Continued on page 5 
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CONNECTION 

We want you to stay connected with  

Oak Ridge UMC 
We have some great ways for you to get information about what’s happening at 

our church.  You can visit our website to watch online services, see our latest an-

nouncements and upcoming events.  We have announcement videos, Bible studies 

and Children’s devotions on our church YouTube channel.  While viewing one of 

our videos make sure you click the subscribe button so that you will be notified 

each time we post something new.  Another way to see all of our content is by 

checking out our Facebook page.  

And if you’re not receiving our Weekly Runner emails, contact the church office to 

make sure we have your current contact information. 

http://www.oakridgeumc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0uycCk7oIZvGdp8xS7EbDQ
https://www.facebook.com/OakRidgeUMC
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
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And then came Easter Monday. 

On that first Easter Monday – the word was just getting out. Jesus appeared to the mourning Mary Mag-

dalene and women at the empty tomb. Jesus appear to the fearful disciples huddled in a closed off room. 

Jesus appears to the disappointed disciples on the road to Emmaus. Over the course of forty days Jesus 

appeared letting people know the Resurrection had begun. Letting people know a new hope had entered 

the world.  

And then came Easter Monday, and another Monday, and another Monday. 

I imagine it was a hard transition from Easter to all those Mondays – from Easter to regular life. How 

much difference would the resurrection of Jesus really make?  Would things simply slip back into the rut 

of ordinary living? After all, Rome still ruled and not everyone believed. Would the disciples remain 

closed off and to themselves? Would they cow down to the Chief Priests, Pharisees, and Roman authori-

ties?  

As it turned out, the difference was amazing! Those who had experienced the Risen Lord were filled to 

the brim; no, they were overflowing with joy and hope! Those joyous disciples began spreading the 

Good News with friends and neighbors. They began gathering in their homes – in small groups – shar-

ing meals and their experiences with the Risen Lord. They met in homes and in the synagogue worship-

ping God with abandonment! 

And then came another Monday, and another Monday, and another Monday. 

What difference will it make when we are no longer in our Covid winter? What difference will it make in 

our lives – in the life of our church – as the restrictions fade and we make our way to Easter Mondays? 

As we enjoy getting out in our yards, going on hikes and bike rides, as we take short trips to the beach or 

longer trips to Disney and beyond, will we stay socially distanced from worship? from our small 

groups?  Or will we – like those first Christians on those first Easter Mondays – be so over joyed with the 

Good News of Easter that we:  

gather to worship rejoicing, giving thanks, and adoring our Lord -  

gather in our homes to share what we have experienced during our Covid Winter – 

gather together to learn more about the teachings of Jesus –  

gather into small groups to go tell others about the love of Jesus as we minister to their needs –  

gather our children, youth, and adults to build relationships as we grow and mature in faith.  

What a difference we can make in the lives of our family and friends if we take this opportunity to come 

out of isolation and celebrate the resurrection of Jesus as we embark on this next phase in the life of the 

church! The season of Covid is fading and we must all get excited once again to live into our calling to 

make disciples. Easter came and now comes our Easter Mondays. Our next season in the life of our 

church can be even better than it was before.  

Easter is a sign of hope and the fulfillment of the promises of God. The God who calls us into relation-

ship, calls us into His divine eternal life, calls us still. May we be filled to overflowing with the joy of the 

Lord. May our joy bring us out of our winter and into the glorious days of resurrection.  

Joyfully, Pastor Susan. 
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Guatemala 2021 
 

Let's continue the "in person" Stove and Water Ministry in Guatemala! As you know, we had to cancel the team last 

year. With the progress being made to defeat Covid, we are hopeful that we will be able to return to Guatemala in Octo-

ber.  We will go back to Santa Clara, our 2019 location, and continue working with Pastor Cardona.  

We have already had a very good response so we are making plans for two teams. VIM Guatemala has set a strict limit 

of 20 per team. If you are interested, you should reserve your spot on the team ASAP! 

Join our pastors on the team! Andy will be on one team and Laura the other. There is an interest meeting scheduled for 

May 4 at 6:00pm in the conference room. There is limited space in person and a Zoom option.  

We are aware of safety concerns for our team members and the Guatemalans we go to serve. We will continue to moni-

tor and evaluate and be prepared to cancel if deemed prudent. We will be bound by and will comply with both US and 

Guatemala travel restrictions. It is very likely that travel restrictions will continue to evolve as more people are vaccinat-

ed.  

There is much preplanning and preliminary work required for these teams. Even though Covid may force us to cancel 

the teams, we must start now. Thankfully, like last year, we are in a position to serve the people even though we may 

not be present. If we are forced to cancel, there could be some funds lost on deposits but any available funds can be used 

to support the Guatemalan people. 

We have developed a schedule of payments so team members have the option of paying at the last minute.  If we have 

to cancel the teams, this will minimize non-refundable payments invested. 

Team 1 dates are October 16-23 and Team 2 dates are October 23-30.  

We expect the team fee to be no more than $1300.  

Team 1 payment due dates: 

July 8 - $100 deposit 

September 8 - $600 to cover airline ticket 

October 1 - ~$600 balance of team fee 

Team 2 payment due dates: 

July 15 - $100 deposit 

September 15 - $600 to cover airline ticket 

October 8 - ~$600 balance of team fee 

The payments you make are non-refundable. Since there is a higher than usual probability of team cancelation, we have 

scheduled bare minimum payments with last minute deadlines. The $100 deposit will be paid to the airline soon after 

the deadline and will not be refunded to us if we cancel the teams.  The airline ticket will be purchased soon after that 

deadline. Tickets will be in team member names and, if the team is canceled, team members may later use the ticket val-

ue based on airline rules.  

Generally, the only funds spent from team fees prior to departure will be for airline deposit, airline ticket and supple-

mental insurance.  Some team members will choose to pay long before the deadline. In the event of cancellation, any 

unspent funds may be held for the next team or reallocated to provide for the Guatemalan families served. 

Many have signed up and others have expressed interest. If you are interested, please sign up now and reserve a 

spot on the team. You can back out before remitting the deposit at no cost or you can back out before remitting 

the airfare and just lose the airline deposit. 

You may reserve your spot on a team or request a Zoom invitation to the interest meeting by contacting Max Kern,   

336 643-7297   hmaxkern@gmail.com. 

mailto:hmaxkern@gmail.com
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WELCOME  
NEW MEMBERS! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tyson and Melissa Harton, pictured 
with children Stella and Harrison. 
Harrison was also baptized. Joined 

Feb. 14, 2021. 

Gail Underwood joined  

February 28, 2021 

Matt and Ann Schneider joined  

April 4, 2021 

 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A 
MEMBER OF ORUMC? 

 

Contact Phyllis Rowe at  

phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org for 
more information. 
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MISSION OF THE MONTH (APRIL) 
Feed the Hungry (GUM/GSM) 
 
 

Mission of the Month 
Good Samaritan Ministries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your generous support of Good Samaritan Ministries.  This is a truly local mis-
sion, serving those in need who live in northwest Guilford County.  There are 11 participating 
churches in Stokesdale and Oak Ridge who support this ministry. No one is turned away. A 
family is only asked to provide a name and address for record-keeping purposes.  
 
The pantry is located in the Stokesdale Business Center, 8500 Ellisboro Road in Stokesdale.  
On the fourth Saturday of each month, the pantry opens to distribute boxes of food to all who 
come. The boxes are substantial, containing approximately 30 lbs. of 14 different items of 
food.  This is enough to provide a family of 4 basic nutrition for about a week.  If a family is 
larger, they receive two boxes. GSM also offers emergency financial assistance for those who 
need help with critical expenses, such as utility bills or rent.  The requests are verified, and 
money is paid directly to the utility or landlord. 
 
ORUMC supports this ministry in several ways: 

Through our budget.  
Through your donations of food items. See the list on the wall next to the collection cabi-

net outside the church office for items to donate.  
Through your financial support of GSM as a Mission of the Month.  

 
Thank you all for your generous support and participation in this vital local mission! 
 
 
 
Spencer and Linda Sullivan 

GSM Ministry Leaders 
sullivan.spencer7@gmail.com 
336-643-6993 
 

 

mailto:sullivan.spencer7@gmail.com
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MISSION OF THE MONTH (MAY) 

Prison Ministry 

One Day with God  
Their hearts are passionate to return to the prisons and take children of the residents inside to experi-

ence their inmate parent’s love. Due to COVID, the ministry is a long time ‘paused’. But the scripture 

says; “But they that wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as ea-

gles; they shall run, and not be weary; they shall walk, and not faint” (Isaiah 40:31 KJV.)  I love this 

scripture as the image of an incarcerated person experiencing Spiritual release in prison.  

Ms. Scottie, the Founder of the One Day with God, an arm of ‘Forgiven Ministry’ received a note 

from a 3x participant of their camp; expressing what it had meant to him, his dad and their family. I’ve 

been in contact with Mickey for nearly 10 years; originally through Kairos. I’ve also been in contact 

with Mickey’s sister Beth for many years (we met in an Upper Room ‘Comment’); I’ve gotten updates 

on Mickey, his son Jeffrey and his sister through Beth. She and the children have traveled up to 4 

hours each way, each month from their home in Roxboro to visit with Mickey in a few prisons. The 

relationship Jeffrey has with his dad is special; he was 6 years old when his dad left and is now 16.  

Letter from a “ODWG” Participant 

[Dear Ms. Scottie, 

My name is Jeffrey Lawing. My father, Michael Lawing is an inmate at Nash Correctional. The last 

“One Day with God” camp was on February 29th, 2020. I am so grateful that me and my dad were 

able to be a part of that ministry. I could never tell you how much that time meant to me with my dad. 

It was priceless. I heard that you and Mr. Barnes have had COVID. I pray that both of you fully recov-

er from it.  My father, Michael, had COVID as well and I am grateful he has recovered. As a matter of 

fact, over 97 other inmates in his facility have had COVID and some still do. We will continue to pray 

for you and the other “One Day with God” camps to resume soon. This is such an IMPORTANT min-

istry. I personally thank both of you for what you all have done. I have attended 3 of your camps 

thanks to your ministry. 

Love and prayers, Jeffrey] 

The impact of Jeffrey’s note on me and others is greatly underestimated!  Prayers please for partici-

pants in ‘Forgiven Ministry’, and for our other prison ministries below, that they may soon resume. To 

make a donation to the ODWG ministry contact: forgivenministry.org.  For the UNITE ministry at our 

County Jail (and books), and for Kairos (which hopes to be back underway later this year), please con-

tact Dan Nelson (contact information below) or our office.  Praise God! 

In Christ, Dan Nelson (336-643-9123/ dannelson7@triad.rr.com) 

mailto:dannelson7@triad.rr.com
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Garage for God 

Join us the first Monday of each month at 6:30pm  

Jay’s Garage  

7827 Athens Road, Stokesdale 

Another successful drive, April 12th! 

Thank you for your support! 

Next drive June 14th. 
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UNITED METHODIST MEN SCHOLARSHIP  
For the past several years, we have been able to award more scholarships, thanks to 
profitable Brunswick Stew sales. However, the 2020 sale had to be canceled due to 
covid-19, so funds are limited for 2021. This likely means fewer scholarships and 
makes it more important than ever for the application to include as much helpful 
supporting information as possible.   

There will be two scholarships: one to a graduating high school senior, another to a 
current higher education under-graduate student. There is a possibility that one or 
more additional scholarships could be awarded, depending on amount of funds 
available. The scholarship is open to anyone attending any higher education institu-
tion, including community colleges and trade schools. It is limited to undergradu-
ates only, no advanced degrees.   

Remember the deadline! It can sneak up on you. The application can be sub-
mitted at any time. You need not wait until the last minute. The deadline for 2021 
is Sunday, May 16. Late applications will not be considered. For 2021, application 

evaluations will begin immediately after the cutoff date.  

 

 

 Click here  to view/print UMM Scholarship Application 

file:///C:/Users/tshelton/Documents/UMM_Scholarship_form_2021.pdf
file:///C:/Users/tshelton/Documents/UMM_Scholarship_form_2021.pdf
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ORUMC Staff 
 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Andy Lambert, andy.lambert@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690  

Associate Pastor, Adult Discipleship, Rev. Susan Mitchell, susan.mitchell@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690; cell 336-549-9251 

Associate Director, Congregational Care, Ken Chester, ken.chester@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690, ext. 286 

Director, Children & Family Ministries, Larissa Brown, larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 203 

Associate Director, Adult Choirs, Lynn Gordon, lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 289 

Director, Crosswalk Worship,  Casey Whitt, casey.witt@oaridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 287 

Director, Weekday School, Jamie Hatchell, Director, jamie.hatchell@oakridgeumc.org 336-643-4690 ext 208 

Director, Youth Ministries, Harrison Hart, harrison.hart@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 204 

Director, Missional Discipleship, Laura Campbell, laura.campbell@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 288 

Director, Guest & Volunteer Ministries, Bev Miller, bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 220 

Media Producer, Eric Hearn, eric.hearn@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Associate Director, Finance, Jennifer Haymore, jennifer.haymore@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 218 

Sr. Pastor’s Assistant/Scheduling & Membership Coordinator, Phyllis Rowe, phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 211 

Ministry Support Assistant, Tara Blake, tara.blake@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 201 
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