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A Message From Pastor Mike
Dear Oak Ridge Church Family,
As we are coming into the homestretch of this Season of Lent, we can see the Holy Week
coming and might be spiritually fatigued. I hope and pray that you seek time to spiritually
replenish during the next 2 weeks so that you can be prepared to deepen your faith and understanding of God’s love for you. Many of us want to skip ahead to Easter, but we can’t
have Easter without the crucifixion. This Easter is a great opportunity for all of us to get
back on track after coming out of this pandemic. It is a great opportunity to get back on the
right relationship with Jesus Christ by coming to worship God with all your heart. It is a
great opportunity to go and tell others about what God did to change the world in 24
hours. Did God change your world by giving his only Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for your
sins so that you would not perish, but have everlasting life? This is a question that we all
need to answer. The life changing grace is amazing grace. I once was lost and now I am
found. I once was blind and now I see. Come let us all worship together and experience the
power of God’s love on the cross as we see it come to life on Easter morning.
Take care and God Bless,
Pastor Mike
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In many of our weekly communications, we mention how thankful we are for the generous giving of
your time, talents and treasures. Truly, we cannot repeat it enough! Your giving is an enormous blessing. A huge THANK YOU for your continuing financial support which allows us to spread the word of
Jesus Christ throughout our community and far beyond.
Below is a graph presenting the 2022 first quarter weekly giving with comparisons to budget, prior year
and historical averages.

As a reminder, financial statements are posted monthly on Realm at this link. To be added to this
"Financial News for the Congregation" folder within Realm, please contact
Phyllis at phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org.
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WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

Daphne Rupard joined
3/27/22

Mary Mann joined
3/27/22

Annie Leigh Rudisill and Kinsley Helen Parsells baptized 3/20/22
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MISSION OF THE MONTH (APRIL)
Feed the Hungry (GUM/GSM)

Mission of the Month
Good Samaritan Ministries
Greensboro Urban Ministry

Thank you for your generous support of Good Samaritan Ministries. This is a truly local mission, serving those in need who live in northwest Guilford County. There are 11 participating
churches in Stokesdale and Oak Ridge who support this ministry. No one is turned away. A
family is only asked to provide a name and address for record-keeping purposes.

The pantry is located in the Stokesdale Business Center, 8500 Ellisboro Road in Stokesdale.
On the fourth Saturday of each month, the pantry opens to distribute boxes of food to all who
come. The boxes are substantial, containing approximately 30 lbs. of 14 different items of
food. This is enough to provide a family of 4 basic nutrition for about a week. If a family is
larger, they receive two boxes. GSM also offers emergency financial assistance for those who
need help with critical expenses, such as utility bills or rent. The requests are verified, and
money is paid directly to the utility or landlord.
ORUMC supports this ministry in several ways:
Through our budget.
Through your donations of food items. See the list on the wall next to the collection cabinet
outside the church office for items to donate.
Through your financial support of GSM as a Mission of the Month.
Thank you all for your generous support and participation in this vital local mission!

Spencer and Linda Sullivan

GSM Ministry Leaders
sullivan.spencer7@gmail.com
336-643-6993
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UNITED METHODIST MEN SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship process is perhaps different from any other in which you may participate. It’s very informal, requires as much or as little time and information about yourself as you decide, and is reviewed
by an anonymous panel of five men. Unless there are extraordinary circumstances, there are no personal
interviews. How you prepare this application will have a great deal of influence on how the application
is considered. Keep in mind that the evaluators will be working from a copy that will have only an identification code. They will not know who the applicant is.
You may choose to submit only the forms included here, or to supplement them with additional documents. Remember that this is your only opportunity to sell yourself. Consider submitting supporting
items such as school records, awards, personal recommendations, employer comments, or any type of
information that you feel might be relevant in the evaluation.
Each evaluator will apply his own measure of importance to the various information elements submitted. There are no strict rules or guidelines that they must follow. Some may consider academics to be the
most important element, while others may attach more value to other aspects such as church or community and school activities or financial need. It’s up to them. They vote independently, and may not even
know who the other members of the committee are. This is done to avoid any conflicts and undue duress or influence.
There will be two scholarships: one to a graduating high school senior, another to a current higher education under-graduate student. There is a possibility that one or more additional scholarships could be
awarded, depending on amount of funds available. The scholarship is open to anyone attending any
higher education institution, including community colleges and trade schools. It is limited to undergraduates only, no advanced degrees.
Remember the deadline! It can sneak up on you. The application can be submitted at any time. You need
not wait until the last minute. The deadline for 2022 is Sunday, May 8. Late applications will not be considered. For 2022, application evaluations will begin immediately after the cutoff date.
Please click here for application.

On Saturday, April 30th, we will be visiting the Neal John Deere Museum in Trinity,
then lunch in Asheboro, followed by a visit to the NC Aviation Museum in Asheboro. The cost for the John Deere Museum is $5, and the NC Aviation Museum is $8,
plus tax. We will leave the church at about 8:30am and return at 5-6pm.
If you would like to go, please call (336.643.4894) and leave a message or e-mail me at
thackerg@bellsouth.net.
We will be limited to the bus capacity (~28).

Thanks, Gordon
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HANDBELLS
LITURGICAL DANCE
GLOW KIDS DANCE
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RISE AGAINST
HUNGER
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RETURN TO GUATEMALA 2022
The Guatemala Stove and Water Filter ministry provides clean water and clean air. The impact is
huge and lives are changed. Please visit the Empower Guatemala website to learn about the ministry, www.empowerguatemala.org.
As many of you know we had to cancel teams to Guatemala in 2020 and 2021 because of Covid.
The local pastor in Santa Clara, where we served in 2019, says many people in his community have
been vaccinated and he believes that it will be safe for teams to return this year.
We are planning for two teams. We normally allow up to 20 team members per team but this year
we need to limit the teams to 16 because of Covid. If the level of interest warrants, we may add a
third team. I have already reached out to those that were interested in joining a team last year and
have filled several spots on the teams.
Our team dates will be October 15-22 and October 22-29. If a third team is added the dates will be
October 29-November 5. We expect the team fee to be $1200-$1500. The deadline for application
will be June 5 and July 5 for the $100 deposit.
For now, if you are interested in joining a team, I urge you to contact me and reserve a spot on
a team.
Currently Guatemala requires proof of full Covid-19 vaccination and a negative test to enter Guatemala and the US requires the same to return. We will develop a strategy to help protect our team
members and the Guatemalans we serve during our stay in Guatemala.
Please continue to pray for the people in Guatemala and pray that
our teams will be able to serve in person this year.

Peace,
Max Kern
hmaxkern@gmail.com
336 643-7297
Join a team, support a family, pray for
the ministry
www.empowerguatemala.org
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NURSES NOTES
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DONATIONS FOR BACKPACK
MINISTRY
APRIL 2022
Cans of Chef Boyardee
Peanut Better Crackers

ORUMC Staff
Senior Pastor, Rev. Mike Carr, mike.carr@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 205 / cell 704-574-0888
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