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Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let 

us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
Hebrews 10:25 (NIV) 

A Note From Pastor Andy 

The church is so much more than worship.  

It is a serving community,  

A serving, worshiping, praying group of people studying the Scriptures together.  

The church is more than worship... 

but make no mistake,  

we were created  

with a need to  

worship together.  

Together we confront the holiness of our Father in heaven. Being a part of Christian 

community pushes back at the strong human tendency to have a "me and God" spirituality 

that ends up with a Jesus who looks a lot like... me. 

When we get it right,  

we confront our own sin. 

We experience the  

life changing,  

mission challenging 

love of a 

crucified and  

risen Savior. 
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The Bible knows nothing 

of  solitary religion.  

-John Wesley  
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Upcoming Events 

 

Beginning August 23 

6—7 pm 

Lawn by the Sanctuary 

(Please bring chairs for worship that includes opening    

music, prayer, scripture and message with                                              

Holy Communion) 
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Upcoming Events 
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Gratitude Tips  

Create positive emotions by being thankful every day:  

Take a moment. Think about the positive things that hap-

pened during the day.  

 

Journal. Make a habit of writing down things you’re 

grateful for. Try listing several things.  

 

Savor your experiences. Try to notice positive moments as they are happening.  

 

Relive the good times. Relive positive moments later by thinking about them or 

sharing them with others.  

 

Write to someone. Write a letter to someone you feel thankful toward. You don’t 

have to send it.  

 

Make a visit. Tell someone you’re grateful for them in person. (When we can again) 

Submitted by : Jerry Chance, Congregational Nurse 

UPDATE: 

From Bob Yarbrough 

“We presented 53 people and collected 53 

productive units. The goal was 45 units 

and we blew that away!  ...Thanks to all 

who helped at this drive.” 

Our next drive is October 12. 
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BACKPACK 
MINISTRY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Backpack Ministry is 
gearing up to start delivering 

again mid-August. We are 
anticipating over 220 
students. If you are 

interested in volunteering 
please email us at 

NWGABPministry@gmail.com.  

Thank you for your 
continued support. 

 
 

Donations Needed for 
Backpack Ministry 

 
Cereal 

Individual and/or 9 oz size 
snack items 

 

You can drop off at the Donation Station in 

the Church lobby. 

I am excited to announce a new 

opportunity for you to serve the church 

and community. We are creating the 

Community Connections Team. Join me in 

connecting Oak Ridge UMC into the 

community. We will be connecting in 

many ways from participating in local 

events, serving the area schools and local 

businesses. This is a great opportunity to 

meet people and reach out into our 

community. It is a chance to serve and 

show the love of Christ to the community. 

If you would like to join the team call 

Pastor Christi at 423-431-9947 or e-mail at 

christi.taylor@oakridgeumc.org. 

mailto:NWGABPministry@gmail.com
mailto:christi.taylor@oakridgeumc.org
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Please know that we are doing everything we can to provide worship opportunities. Please 

have patience and understanding as the leaders of your church try to make the best deci-

sions given what we know and what we don’t know. Your lay leadership and staff desper-

ately want to keep people safe while keeping in mind, the heart we wish to keep beating is 

also the heart that needs Christ and a community seeking Christ. 

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 

another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. - Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV) 

A Note from Andy 
(Continued from Page 1) 
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August Mission of the Month, Guatemala Stove and  

Water Filter Ministry 

Let me say that the primary goal of the Guatemala Stove and Water Fil-
ter Ministry is to grow God's Kingdom. That is why the  partnership with 
the Methodist church in Guatemala is so important. Through that partner-
ship, we will be able to continue to serve the people without sending a 
team. I am sad that our teams will not be able to deliver God's love in 
person to Guatemalan families this year. Because of dedicated church 
leadership in Guatemala, teams will be organized and the work will be 
accomplished without our physical presence. We have set a goal of serv-
ing 120 Guatemalan families. At a very minimum, the local church will 
be sharing God's love with the 120 families and some may come to know 
Christ through the ministry. 

We always have lots of new people on the teams and we also have sever-
al that return year after year. Many of the regular team members have 
donors that welcome the opportunity to make such a powerful impact with a relatively small amount of mon-
ey. Just $300 (the cost of a stove) will drastically change the lives of a Guatemalan family. We are blessed to 
have regular supporters of the ministry in our church too.  I would like to personally thank you for your dedi-
cated support of this worthy ministry and assure you that lives are changed. Funds from these dedicated sup-
porters of the ministry, along with additional funds raised during the mission of the month campaign, will al-
low us to serve 120 Guatemalan families this year. 

 Any amount will be helpful. It would be great if you provide for one or more families. If you choose to sup-
port the ministry please include "Guatemala Stoves" in the memo line of your check or you may give online 
through the church website - https://onrealm.org/oakridgeumc/-/give/budget and choose Guatemala Stoves 
2020 from the dropdown options. 

They struggle with this nasty virus in Guatemala too. There is no safety net and many go hungry. We have 
already raised and sent relief funds that were used to distribute food to many. Again, this was possible because 
of our partnership with the Methodist church in Guatemala. We will send additional relief funds around the 
end of August. If you would like to provide relief, please memo "Guatemala Relief" or if you donate online, 
leave General Budget as the fund and include  "Guatemala Relief" on the memo line. 

It is also very important to lift up our 
brothers and sisters in Guatemala in 

prayer. By praying for our church, 

they regularly lift us up in prayer. 

May God bless you, 

 

Max Kern 

 

Growing God's  
Kingdom. 

Guatemala 
Mission of the Month 

https://onrealm.org/oakridgeumc/-/give/budget
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Guatemalan Gratitude 

 
 It was the heat of summer in the densely 

packed jungle of Central America. Overhead, a 

huge canopy of green trees and leaves shadowed 

the jungle floor, protecting anything underneath it 

from the sun’s hot, powerful rays.  When the 

earth’s blue sky did burst through the dense tree 

canopy, it was evident that though the sky was 

clear and free of clouds, it would not stay that way 

for long.  In the distance, large, grey, dangerous-

looking storm clouds brewed.  The rain, of course, 

was a welcomed relief to anyone in the area.  

 I was in Guatemala for a week working 

with people from across the state of North Carolina 

to improve the health conditions of some of the 

poorest people in Guatemala.  However, this was-

n’t my first time to Guatemala. I had been to the “Country of Eternal Spring” five times prior, staying there for a 

total of about ten weeks.  Those ten weeks in Guatemala consisted of vacations and service trips, both of which 

taught me about Guatemalan culture and customs. On this particular trip, I was with a group of college students 

from High Point University and retirees from a church in Oak Ridge, North Carolina.  

 In this agrarian community, which was located in southwestern Guatemala, the rain provided the needed 

nourishment for the farmer’s crops to grow and become ready for harvest.  During the harvest season, all along 

the road, the golden glow of wheat and giant green stalks of corn provided comfort and financial security to farm-

ers and their families. In addition to nourishing the crops, the rain also provided a much-needed temporary relief 

from the soul-sucking breath of humidity.  The only escape was these powerful and daily afternoon showers 

brought in by the anxious army of storm clouds. The large storms often turned into monsoons and frequently 

flooded the streets and roads.   

Walking down the cobbled streets, the smells and sound of each house and field came to life.  To the right, 

one might hear the screams of a chicken or pig being sacrificed for that evening’s dinner. To the left, a lone hill 

watched over a large field.  The smell of manure from numerous grazing cows stung a passerbyer’s nose.  Further 

ahead, across a bridge, rushing water surged high from that afternoon's storm.  Trees and greenery crowded the 

riverbanks.  The branches dipped down to the water as if they were sipping the water.  In the distance, a long 

stretch of coffee plants came into view.  Their red fruit called out against the green plants as if asking to be picked.   

 On this particular trip, we drove to one of the remotest parts of the country to install new stoves in the 

homes of the people there. As we drove on the first day, a structure appeared.  This structure appeared to be noth-

ing more than tin sheets tied to an upright stick structure.  Through the doorway, one was met with a simple and 

humble red dirt floor. Drying clothes were strung throughout the structure, making it a maze to navigate without 

knocking anything to the dirty earth floor.  If it was time for a meal and one just happened to be passing through, 

one’s lungs would be quickly filled with grey smoke.  An open flame menacingly crawled up from the wood, heat-

ing a pot containing the elements of that night’s meal, probably rice, beans, and tortillas.  One could look up and 

notice that what used to be a silver tin roof that had provided a shelter for the afternoon showers has been stained 

black from the smoke.  No ventilation in the shelter and a concern for one’s one well-being would cause a prompt 

exit of the structure back into the green jungle canopy.  

 In America this structure would be considered nothing more than a homeless person’s attempt at shelter.  

In Guatemala, however, a structure like this was home to thousands of people throughout the country.  After leav-

ing this home, I pulled out my shiny new iPhone, snapped a few photos of the house and the surrounding jungle, 

caught a glimpse at the time glaring at me from my phone's screen, and decided it's best to head back before I got 

caught in another afternoon storm.  
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 Most of the people in Guatemala cook on open wooden stoves in their homes.  Not only is the open flame 

stove not safe for the many small children that usually occupy the homes, but it has severe health repercussions to eve-

ryone living inside the home.  The homes are typically unventilated, so the smoke  from the fire fills the room, forcing 

everyone inside to breathe in the toxic grey cloud.  This not only led to a poor set of lungs and frequent coughs, but 

harmed people’s vision. By the time most people reach an older age, they will have poor eyesight.   Our goal would be 

to replace these wooden open flame stoves with new ones made of cinder block and metal.  These new stoves would 

be ventilated through the roof, removing all the smoke and accompanying the negative side effects.  The new stove 

would also save the family money on firewood.  The new stoves used the wood more than fifty percent more efficient-

ly than the old stoves.  This was a huge improvement in the poor agrarian villagers’ quality of life.  At the end of the 

first week, we had built 180 stoves over four days! These were impressive numbers. 

The process of building a new stove was fairly quick, only taking about 10-15 minutes per each stove.  The base 

was constructed of nine cinder blocks stacked in a “U” shape.  On top of the cinder block was placed a concrete stove 

top with a red fire block inserted into it.  After inserting the firebrick, the metal grates were placed on top.  From there, 

one attached the metal pipe ventilation out of the whole in the back of the stove top.  That pipe stuck through a hole 

which was cut into the tin roof and then caulk was sealed around the pipe and the whole, preventing water from run-

ning into the home.  

This fourth trip to Guatemala showed me many aspects of the Guatemalan culture that I had not seen before. 

During my two weeks in this jungle community, I had a local from the village by my side every day, guiding me from 

house to house, so I could build the stoves for people. My guide was named Viclar. Looking at his five foot stature, I 

assumed that he was only a boy, no older than ten.  When I was introduced to him as a sixteen-year-old man, I was 

shocked.   Though he was not as gifted as others in the height department, he had a personality that could fill the 

room.  Viclar only spoke in Spanish, and I spoke mainly English with a little of Spanish. The first week together, our 

communication would have most likely looked like a bad game of charades to others.  As our time together progressed 

though, the language barrier between me and Viclar eventually became less noticeable.  All my Spanish training from 

high school and other abroad experiences came back to me, and by the end of my time there, the barrier seemed to 

have disappeared. With ease, Viclar wove through the jungle’s trees, which was a maze to me.  Viclar guided me over 

mountains, through rivers surging from an afternoon’s rain, and past massive pit bulls guarding their owners’ homes. 

  One afternoon, I was talking with Viclar and was curious why he wasn’t in school.  Through our conversa-

tion, I learned of the economic disparity of that community.  Viclar’s family, like most, was extremely poor and attend-

ing school past middle school wasn’t feasible.  The government would pay most of the cost of education up through 

middle school, but after that, the cost was up to families to pay, and Viclar’s family couldn’t pay.  Instead of going to 

school, he worked locally in a field to help his family pay for his younger siblings’ education.  
 Viclar worked about ten hours a day and earned a whopping two dollars a day.  Two dollars a day to most Americans 

is nothing, but to him and to his family, this was the difference between everyone in his family eating a meal that day 

or not.  It was tragic for me to hear this and to know there wasn’t much I could do that would help him in the long 

term. Despite all this, Viclar never complained about himself or his situation.  

  One day while we were walking around, Viclar expressed to me that he 

always found his greatest joy in being thankful. This shocked and humbled me.  

How many times had I let the smallest things get the best of me, like not getting 

the newest phone or clothing or sports tickets?  How many times had I not been thankful for the opportunity to gain a 

higher education? How many times had I forgotten to live a life of gratitude? I walked away from this experience with 

Vicar humbled. I walked away from this simple conversation with Viclar motivated.  While gratitude is not only a 

Guatemalan cultural characteristic, it felt like it compared to my life and to how I saw others around me live theirs. 

 This trip to Guatemala revealed to me a way I could improve myself and live a more purposeful life.  I saw 

people with close to nothing by American standards, showing undying gratitude for the life they were given and 

watched as they lived life to the fullest. I learned that generosity was not reliant on circumstances.  Anyone can be a 

generous person no matter how much or how little they are given.                                               Written by Caleb Childers 

 
 

 

I knew the way I lived my life back in 

America had to change. 

Guatemalan Gratitude (cont.) 



 11 

GUATEMALA SMILES 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
ORUMC Staff 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Andy Lambert, andy.lambert@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690  

Associate Pastor, Rev. Christi Taylor, christi.taylor@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690; cell 423-341-9947 

Associate Pastor, Adult Discipleship, Rev. Susan Mitchell, susan.mitchell@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690; cell 336-549-9251 

Director, Children & Family Ministries, Larissa Brown, larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 203 

Associate Director, Adult Choirs, Lynn Gordon, lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 289 

Accompanist, Baker Lawrimore, baker.lawrimore@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Director, Crosswalk Worship,  Casey Whitt, casey.witt@oaridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 287 

Director, Weekday School, Jamie Hatchell, jamie.hatchell@oakridgeumc.org 336-643-4690 ext 208 

Director, Youth Ministries, Harrison Hart, harrison.hart@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 204 

Director, Missional Discipleship, Laura Campbell, laura.campbell@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 288 

Director, Guest & Volunteer Ministries, Bev Miller, bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 220 

Media Producer, Derek Southern, derek.southern@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Associate Director, Finance, Jennifer Haymore, jennifer.haymore@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 218 

Sr. Pastor’s Assistant/Scheduling & Membership Coordinator, Phyllis Rowe, phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 211 

Receptionist, Tara Blake, tara.blake@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 201 
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