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A Message From Pastor Mike 

Dear Oak Ridge Church Family, 

 

This Summer has been great!  I am so excited about what God has done and is going to do in the 

midst of our church and community!  

 

We recognized our Graduates, celebrated with our Confirmands, and were extremely blessed with 

our exciting Vacation Bible School. We recently had 2 Missionaries from Guatemala visit with us to 

talk about their mission work.  

 

We’ve had many families joining our church family and more planning to join in the coming 

months! We also have many church members agreeing to walk alongside our brand new members 

as First Year Friends.  

 

We will have a local mission opportunity coming this month, Aug. 16-19.  We will be heading out 

to help with flood relief which is very much needed in the Appalachian Mountains.  We will be al-

so be sending out 3 Mission Teams in October to help assemble stoves and water filters for families 

in Guatemala And mark your calendar for our Back to School Water Day on Sunday,                     

August 21 from 2-4pm!.    
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Cont. from pg. 1 

Please, check out the information in the weekly and monthly newsletters to find out more about all 

of the activities at Oak Ridge UMC! 

As we look into the Fall with school starting back, we are preparing for more Sunday School classes, 

Small Groups, Wednesday Night meals, and so much more.  Please, join us in praying for what God 

is laying on your heart.  What ministries and missions are you passionate about?   

Want to find where you can serve and be a Changemaker? We are in need of more Changemakers to 

be Shepherds and others to help out during Kid’s Worship.  Please, pray about where God is calling 

you to be a Changemaker. Let God bless others through your talents! Become a Changemaker at 

Oak Ridge UMC!  

How can we as the church help support you and give you the resources that you need to suc-

ceed?  These are important questions for all of us to think about. I look forward hearing from you all 

as we move forward, keeping our eyes focused on Jesus.  May God bless you and our church so that 

we can be a blessing. 

 

Take care and God Bless, 

Pastor Mike 
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MISSION OF THE MONTH (AUGUST) 
 

Mission of the Month 
UMAR Group Home 

 

The Mission of the Month in August is UMAR/Group Homes.  

UMAR is an agency that is dedicated to promoting community 

inclusion, independence and growth for adults with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities through residential, vocational 

and cultural enrichment opportunities.  The organization was 

started in 1983 by Rev. Dr. Bob Pitzer.  He wanted parents of spe-

cial needs adults to have their children in a home-like atmosphere 

and not live in an institution.   He wanted them to have opportu-

nities to work and to show their artistic abilities.   

There are a group of us at the church that visit the men and ladies 

UMAR homes that are in the area    We do crafts, sing songs, play games and enjoy talking with each other.  We 

usually go once a month to visit the men and once a month to visit the ladies.   Sometimes we could not visit because 

of COVID, but this year was definitely better than the last two years.   We did have a cookout last fall at Oak Ridge 

Town Park. 

Any amount that you can give to this wonderful ministry would be greatly appreciated.  In the memo of the check to 

ORUMC, write UMAR/Group Homes.   You can also donate online.  

This ministry is so very special to me and to those serving in this ministry.  We love the special needs adults. They 

show such unconditional love and the love of Jesus shines from them.  Please let me know if you would like to be part 

of this ministry.  We would love others to go visit the UMAR homes in the area.  I guarantee that you will be blessed!   

 

Lynne Toth 

336-681-5936 

lrtoth@triad.rr.com 
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No meeting 8/4 

Next meeting 8/18 



 5 

NEW MEMBERS 
WELCOME!  

Travis and Kelly Gibson joined  

Oak Ridge UMC on 7/24/22.  

Remington Faith Gibson was also 

baptized.  

Pictured is Chloe, Remington, 

Travis, Bradon, Ryleigh and Kelly 

Church Directory News! 

Schedule your photo appointment TODAY! 

 

You can sign-up online here 

www.ucdir.com or call the church office. 

Log-in:  NC356 

   Password:  photos 

 

Photographer will be onsite on these dates! 

August 16—17 

September 23—24 

 

Each family that participates receives a FREE 8x 10 and a FREE directory! 

Also joined on July 24, Jim and 

Laurie Califf, daughter Katy will be 

a confirmed member.  

https://ucdir.com/
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OUTREACH 

ORUMC supports Greensboro Urban Ministries by 

serving the first Friday of each month.  If you are part 

of a small group, Sunday School Class or club that 

would like to serve September 2nd  or December 2nd, 

please reach out to Alison Huber at 336-382-0695 or Ali-

son.Huber@Dynamicquest.com.  The group would 

need to prepare and serve about 50-60 residents.  There 

is some budget to cover food costs.  You can serve with 

as few at 5 and as many as 12. 

Kids Worship volunteers are 

needed each week during the  

9am and 11am services.   

Lessons and materials are    

provided! 

mailto:Alison.Huber@Dynamicquest.com
mailto:Alison.Huber@Dynamicquest.com
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MISSIONS 

COVID 19 CHALLENGES IN KASUNGAMI DRC 

 

The pandemic has led to substantial health, economic and social effects. Lockdown restrictions were in place 
for a number of months and people were confined to homes and villages. This brought unpreceded challenges. 
Whether struggling to secure sanitizer and masks which became a business for the security guys, it turned into 
a form of ID card in the village, which many people had to carry around day and night, more because for fear 
of being arrested than for health reasons.   

Many families were cut off from their main source of livelihood such as sale of: foods, phone credits and other 
items. Increase of prices; accessibility and transport use, nutrition access to and use of health services also im-
pacted the community negatively. Further, mental load and household pressure; increased difficulty in provid-
ing food; missing classes, supplies and keeping more than six children and partners entertained. It was stressful 
as many woman headed households had to look for daily means and ways to live.     
 
The pandemic disinformation and rumors made difficult restrictions as well as lockdowns. Health profession-
als were invited to educate people about the virus and how it spreads through awareness raising activities. This 
focused also on: hands washing, hygiene, social distancing, mask, symptoms and strategies. We provided more 
than nineteen hand-washing stations, masks, medical soaps; and access to clean running water at Amani Chil-
dren’s Home.  
 
Regarding vaccine issues, dozes availability, access and hesitancy were among the major barriers to achieve 
the necessary immunization in the community. These issues were defined as any delay in accepting or refusing 
vaccination which was a growing problem. There was a low overall willingness for vaccination among com-
munity members. Many people feared the vaccine and preferred traditional medicines for protection.  

 
Winning over the vaccine-hesitant has called for considerable effort at all levels. Churches, focus groups and 
health professionals started to raise vaccine awareness in the community. These efforts allowed to foster vac-
cine acceptance and communicate clearly about the importance of following evidence-based prevention 
measures.  Lesson learned; hygiene is a main key to avoid contamination.    
                                                                                                                                       
Thanks for your generous support. It’s been a real privilege to receive donations from ORUMC, outreach facil-
itator and good people that contributed to fight against Covid 19. Many families and children have faced multi-
ple crises because of Covid. These donations have contributed effectively to relieve those crises.  
 
So we say a really big thank you to the continued generosity, particularly at a time where it’s not easy for peo-
ple to donate. A lot of people have been in an uncertain situation due to Covid 19. We are on the ground, 
working through really efficient and hard-working people because of your generous supports. Thank you also 
to the coordination team (Bev, Ed and Max) for fundraising programs and updates on the Ministry.  
 
Isaiah (Esaie) Njimbu  
Executive Director    
Child Action Initiative   
 
June, 30,2022 
 
Submitted by Ed and Bev Wentz 
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AMANI CHILDREN’S HOME 

Amani Children's Home Receives Their Block Machine 

 

Many of us remember the team scheduled to Africa in 2020 to build a children's home. The team 

had to be canceled because of Covid but God continued to work through our church. We were 

able to raise the money and build the children's home. It is finished and in operation and was 

named Amani Children's Home.  Amani is Swahili and means peace. 

There was a need for income to support the boys in Amani Children's Home. Isaiah, founder and 

director of Child Action Initiative, recommended a block making machine. It can be used for 

making masonry blocks to sell for income and, at the same time, it can be used for vocational 

training. We raised the $14,500 necessary to purchase the block making machine. It has taken well 

over a year to get the machine on site in Kanyaka, DRC. There were many obstacles but Isaiah is 

truly committed and determined. He followed through and got the block machine delivered.  

The block machine will be a blessing to the boys at Amani Children's Home by providing much 

needed income for food and other living expenses.  The boys will have a much better chance in 

life as they learn a trade. Praise God! How wonderful to make a difference by serving him. 

Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions.  

(1 John 3:18) 

 

 

Thanks, 

Max Kern 

hmaxkern@gmail.com  

336 643-7297 

Join a team, support a family, pray for the ministry 

www.empowerguatemala.org 

mailto:hmaxkern@gmail.com
http://www.empowerguatemala.org


 10 

Changemaker Opportunity – Disaster Response with Western North Carolina Conference 

UMC/WNCCUMC 

We are asking for your support in helping our neighbors in western North Carolina who are still trying to recover 

from the devastating Tropical Storm Fred that swept through that area August of last year.  

About the mission: Volunteer rebuilding teams are needed in Haywood County, responding to the August 17th, 2021 

flooding from Tropical Storm Fred. Heavy rain from the storm caused river surges and floods with some areas seeing 

more than a foot of rain in less than three days. The Pigeon River significantly overflowed its banks and nearly all of 

downtown Canton was flooded. Canton is an historic mill town in the southern Appalachian Mountains. The town is a 

few miles west of Asheville. 

The worst-hit area was the Cruso community where “the water 

moved through with the force of a bulldozer,” knocking homes off 

their foundations. 563 residents were impacted, with 56 homes 

destroyed and another 206 homes suffering major damage totaling 

about $300 million. It is also estimated 500 families in the region 

were displaced — some temporarily, others permanently. At least 

one family watched a loved one being swept away, and a total of 6 

people lost their lives. 

With a lack of affordable housing for rent in the area, people are 

continuing to struggle. The rebuild/restore effort represents an ecumenical effort among several different Christian   

denominations. 

How you can help: 

Prayers: Almost one year after the storm, area residents are still struggling to get their lives back on track. Many of 

them do not have other housing options so are living in less-than-desirable or even unsafe environments. Please pray 

that we can offer peace and comfort to our fellow Carolinians during this long and difficult time. 

Financial Support: According to the North Carolina Department of Safety, recovery from Tropical Storm Fred will 
likely take two to three years. If you are called to support this ministry financially, you may donate directly to 
ORUMC or through this link: Disaster Response: Flooding in Western NC (brtapp.com)  
Hands and Feet: We are looking for volunteers who can spend 3 days helping to rebuild/restore flood-damaged 

homes in Canton, Clyde, and Cruso located in western North Carolina.  

 Aug 16-19 - We plan to leave the church around 4pm on Tuesday,      

Aug 16th and return Friday evening, Aug 19th.  

 All volunteers over the age of 16 are welcome (exceptions can be made 

with parental participation).  

 No specific skills needed… just a willingness to share God’s love and 

serve “the least of these” (Matthew 25:40). Previous work teams have been 

tasked with jobs to include drywall, subfloors, laying laminate flooring, insu-

lation, framing/basic carpentry, ramp building, painting, etc. If you do have 

a specific professional skill, you may be given the opportunity to use that 

skill in a leadership capacity.  

 We are looking for 6-12 individuals who can help and would love to see 

families involved! 

If you are interested; please send an email to Tim and Christine Schneller, teamschneller@gmail.com, or text/call 

(678) 800-9581 or Bev and John Gordon, bjgordon02@gmail.com , or text or call (610) 304-4954. We look forward to the 

opportunity to serve with you!  Our Mission will be based at the Cruso United Methodist Church, 11653 Cruso Rd., 

Canton, NC 28716.   

https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/DisasterResponseFloodingWesternNC
mailto:teamschneller@gmail.com
mailto:bjgordon02@gmail.com


 11 

Guilford Backpack Ministry is gearing up to start the 2022-2023 school year – our twelfth year of 

providing supplemental food to students at risk of going hungry over the weekend and our twelfth 

year of sharing Jesus’ love with those in need.  

 

Over the past twelve years the ministry housed, operated, and sponsored by Oak Ridge UMC has 

become the primary food program for students and their families in the immediate area.  During 

that time as well, it has become a community ministry, uniting local churches, organizations, 

schools, and individuals in its’ effort to reduce food insecurity.    

 

In 2010 the ministry started with less then 10 students at one school.  It now serves over 250 students 

from over 10 schools. The schools we serve are Stokesdale, Summerfield, Oak Ridge Elementary, 

Northwest Middle and High School, Northern Elementary, Middle and High School, Summerfield 

Charter Academy, Greensboro Academy and an afternoon after school program called Operation 

Excel.  It is important to highlight that approximately 15% of the students at our schools are classi-

fied as economically disadvantaged.   

 

One of our goals this year is to reach further into the local community and ensure Guilford Backpack 

Ministry remains a sustainable food program.   

 

So, we ask the members of Oak Ridge United Methodist Church to continue to pray for the ministry, 

its’ servants and those that it serves. If you would like to be part of the ministry as a one time or reg-

ular volunteer or even serve on our leadership team, to please reach out to us at GuilfordBackMinis-

try@gmail.com. You can also visit our new website oakridgeumc.org/backpacks. 

mailto:GuilfordBackMinistry@gmail.com
mailto:GuilfordBackMinistry@gmail.com
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ORUMC Staff 
 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Mike Carr, mike.carr@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 205 / cell 704-574-0888 

Director, Children & Family Ministries, Larissa Brown, larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 203 

Director, Adult Choirs, Lynn Gordon, lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 289 

Director, Contemporary Worship,  Casey Whitt, casey.whitt@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 287 

Director, Weekday School, Jamie Hatchell, Director, jamie.hatchell@oakridgeumc.org 336-643-4690 ext. 208 

Director, Youth Ministries, Harrison Hart, harrison.hart@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 204 

Director, Guest & Volunteer Ministries, Bev Miller, bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 220 

Director, Finance, Monica Bogle, monica.bogle@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 218 

Manager, Facilities, Jack Polakowski, jack.polakowski@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690, ext. 219 

Sr. Pastor’s Assistant/Scheduling & Membership Coordinator, Phyllis Rowe, phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 211 

Ministry Support Assistant, Tara Blake, tara.blake@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 201 

mailto:susan.mitchell@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:casey.witt@oaridgeumc.org
mailto:jamie.hatchell@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:erin.betlej@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:jennifer.haymore@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:tara.blake@oakridgeumc.org

