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Oak Ridge United Methodist Church 

“I cry out to you, God, but you do not answer;  Job 30:20 
 
Job is very often a hard book to read. 
 
Life is often full of brutally hard days. 

 

When you find yourself in a day, week or year when you just cannot hear God's voice or feel 
Christ's presence, remember this...  
 
heaven was not silent to Job forever. 
 

In the silence of waiting to hear we grow stronger ears and discover a truer and deeper 
knowledge of Christ.  
 

May I recommend reading from two who walked a path of crying out to 
heaven with long    periods of not hearing back. 
 
 A Grief Observed 
   by C.S. Lewis (reflections of Lewis after the death of his wife) 
 
 Dark Night of the Soul 
   by St. John of the Cross 

 

 

Continued on page 5 
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CONNECTION 

We want you to stay connected with  

Oak Ridge UMC 
We have some great ways for you to get information about what’s happening at 

our church.  You can visit our website to watch online services, see our latest an-

nouncements and upcoming events.  We have announcement videos, Bible studies 

and Children’s devotions on our church YouTube channel.  While viewing one of 

our videos make sure you click the subscribe button so that you will be notified 

each time we post something new.  Another way to see all of our content is by 

checking out our Facebook page.  

And if you’re not receiving our Weekly Runner emails, contact the church office to 

get on our distribution list. 

http://www.oakridgeumc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0uycCk7oIZvGdp8xS7EbDQ
https://www.facebook.com/OakRidgeUMC
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
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Continued from Page 1 

"As a traveler  
into strange countries  
goes by ways  
strange and untried,  
relying on information  
derived from others,  
and not  
upon any knowledge of his own 
—it is clear that  
he will never reach  
a new country  
but by new ways  
which he knows not,  
and by abandoning  
those he knew— 
so in the same way the soul makes the greater progress 
when it travels in the dark,  
not knowing the way." 

                          -St. John of the Cross, Dark Night of the Soul 

 

Job eventually heard God's answer. 
Lewis emerged from feeling God's absence to knowing God's presence. 
John found a path to Jesus he never knew. 

So 

Will 

You. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

HARTON FAMILY 
Melissa and Tyson 
joined February 14 

________ 
Big Sister, Stella and  

Baby Harrison 
Harrison baptized 

February 14 

GAIL UNDERWOOD 

Joined February 28 
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Shoes & Socks for Isaiah’s Kids 

Today everyone is concerned about the Corona virus; 
when are the children going back to school on campus, 

when are people going to be able to return to their jobs, 
when will we get the Corona vaccine? 

The Kasungami students have been affected by the Corona virus just as our children have - 
no school. There is no electricity, no lap tops, no high-speed internet and no education.  Par-
ents and guardians have the same worries that we do regarding children not attending school 

and getting behind in their studies.  But the good news is that school in Kasungami will 
open in 2 weeks and the children are looking forward to going. 

Do your children (or you) like to go barefoot and feel the grass or squish mud between your 

toes, walk on hard ground or maybe your feet are tough enough to walk on stones.  The chil-
dren of Kasungami walk on hard ground because there is very little grass.  If they cut their 
foot they may get ringworm or other infections and there is no money for medicine.  Herbal 
medicines don’t usually work and the infection could spread to other parts of their body. 

Children also need shoes and socks to attend school.  If their parents or guardians can afford 
to send them to school they may not have the means to purchase shoes and socks and will be 
denied entrance to school. 

Have you looked into your children’s closet lately and seen how many pair of shoes they 
have? Or your closet? 

This fund raiser is to provide Shoes & Socks for the 80 Child Action Initiative students who 

are attending school.  The students are always excited to receive new shoes and socks. 

Our goal is $1600.00 which is only $20.00 per pair of shoes and socks.  If we raise more  

money than is needed the remainder will go to school meals, tooth brushes and tooth paste, 
soap, etc. 

Isaiah Njimbu Chot, the founder of Child Action Initiative, is very thankful for the support 

ORUMC has given the children and says the students are grateful. 

To donate to Shoes & Socks for Isaiah’s Kids please write your check to ORUMC with Shoes 
& Socks in the memo space or donate through on-line giving and designate Shoes & Socks.  

Thank you for caring about the Child Action Initiative students. 

 

Blessings,  

Bev & Ed Wentz 

Advisors to Child Action Initiative 

2 Corinthians 9:7:  Each of you has made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver. 

MISSION NEWS 
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Highlight Page 
Marvelous Moms Bible study group hosting the annual 

Daughter’s of the King Valentines Day Celebration   
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Nurses’ Notes 
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UMM SCHOLARSHIPS 2021 

For more years than I can remember, I have been coordinating the UMM 
scholarship process. I would like for another man to step forward and take 
over this job. I can train anyone who might be interested, and it would not 

hurt to have multiple men trained to assist in the process. As the Coordinator, 
you will not be eligible to vote, but you will update and organize posting the 

application forms, collect the forms, assign ID codes, and recruit a team of vol-
unteer men to evaluate and vote on award winners, and tally the votes.  

If you are willing to train for this job, please contact Bob Yarbrough at 
bobyarb@gmail.com 
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Garage for God 

Join us the first Monday of each month at 6:30pm  

Jay’s Garage  

7827 Athens Road, Stokesdale 
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ORUMC Staff 
 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Andy Lambert, andy.lambert@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690  

Associate Pastor, Adult Discipleship, Rev. Susan Mitchell, susan.mitchell@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690; cell 336-549-9251 

Associate Director, Congregational Care, Ken Chester, ken.chester@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690, ext. 286 

Director, Children & Family Ministries, Larissa Brown, larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 203 

Associate Director, Adult Choirs, Lynn Gordon, lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 289 

Director, Crosswalk Worship,  Casey Whitt, casey.witt@oaridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 287 

Director, Weekday School, Jamie Hatchell, Director, jamie.hatchell@oakridgeumc.org 336-643-4690 ext 208 

Director, Youth Ministries, Harrison Hart, harrison.hart@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 204 

Director, Missional Discipleship, Laura Campbell, laura.campbell@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 288 

Director, Guest & Volunteer Ministries, Bev Miller, bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 220 

Media Producer, Eric Hearn, eric.hearn@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Associate Director, Finance, Jennifer Haymore, jennifer.haymore@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 218 

Sr. Pastor’s Assistant/Scheduling & Membership Coordinator, Phyllis Rowe, phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 211 

Ministry Support Assistant, Tara Blake, tara.blake@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 201 
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