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A Word From Pastor Mike 

Dear Oak Ridge Church Family, 

 

It has been an amazing first year for me at Oak Ridge.  You all have blessed me and my family, 

and we are truly grateful for everything. 

 

God continues to work at Oak Ridge UMC.  We have had 29 people transfer their membership 

here.  We have had two people joining by Reaffirmation of Faith. We have had 15 Holy Bap-

tisms and 16 Professions of Faith, which included 15 confirmands.  These numbers show that 

our church is growing.  I want to personally thank all the shepherds who help me keep track of 

everyone in our church family and we are still in need of more shepherds.  Please pray about 

helping to nurture, love, and connect with fellow Brothers and Sisters in Christ. 

 

I look forward to the upcoming 2023 new year.  We are still in the Discernment Process of Dis-

affiliation.  I have been praying along with you seeking God’s will. As we all pray and wrestle 

over what is God’s will for Oak Ridge United Methodist Church, I hope and pray that we keep 

our eyes focused on Jesus. 
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NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 

Cont. from page 2 

Christmas morning, we celebrated the birth of Jesus in the Sanctuary.  The 12 days of Christmas 

that leads us to Epiphany on January 6th, reminds us of the 3 special gifts. The Wisemen bring 

forth gold, frankincense, and myrrh as gifts to the newborn king.  What gifts do you bring forth 

to Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? 

 

Many people make New Year’s Resolutions about how they are going to get their life back on 

track, lose weight, and many other things. What if we make a New Year’s Resolution to God with 

our focus being what we can do to grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ?  What if this resolution 

made our relationship with Jesus stronger? What if we all made a Resolution to God about what 

we believe?  When you make a resolution, share it with a friend that will lovingly hold you ac-

countable. Being held accountable will help us remain steadfast to our resolutions.  

 

May God bless us so that we can be a blessing. 

Take care and God Bless, 

 

Pastor Mike 

Finance Team 

As we enter a new year, I wanted to reflect on 2022 and thank the many members of this congregation for their 

faithful giving of their prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.  It is only through our continued commitment 

to these that our church remains a vibrant and faithful community committed to following the teachings of Christ.  

Looking forward to 2023, I am confident the Holy Spirit will again lead this congregation to continue its historic 

path of extravagant generosity.   

The Finance team looked at current giving trends and commitment cards to come up with a $1.135 million budget 

for 2023.  To reach that number we decided to reduce ministry budgets as most of the expenses at the church are 

largely fixed and are difficult to change.   

The Finance team analysis indicates approximately $1.2 million of giving for the year would largely fulfill the 

needs of our various ministries for 2023.  To reach that number, we would need future giving trends to stretch 

higher than historic levels.   

We would kindly ask that you prayerfully consider what God is asking of you in this new year regarding your giv-

ing to this church – whether that be a bit more prayers, presence, gifts, service, or witness.  Every little bit counts 

and many times what we give to God, he will give back to us more than we could ever imagine.   

As Malachi 3:10 states, “see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that 

there will not be room enough to store it.”     

Chad Secraw, Chair 
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MISSION OF THE MONTH 

 

Continued next page 

 

Our January Mission of the Month is Disaster Relief. This is 

a new vision to the missions team, but it's not new to God. 

He's been very clear in His Word about what He expects of 

us as the Family of Christ. He expects us to come along side 

each other, support each other, and help whenever and 

wherever it's needed.  

With many of our other Missions of the Month, we can plan 

ahead. We already know there is a pressing need for clean 

water and stoves in Guatemala, or feeding the hungry in our 

area. But we can't know when floods are going to destroy 

homes in impoverished areas of western North Carolina, or 

when tornadoes are going to demolish Kentucky.  

We have made Disaster Relief our January Mission of the 

Month so we can be ready when any need comes our way 

the rest of the year. If you feel a heart tug for this mission as 

well, there are several ways you can help.  

1. Donate money, over and above your general budget giving. This will give us a bucket from 

which to draw when we either need to fund a trip or to send donations when we can't go ourselves.  

2. Volunteer to be on the Disaster Relief Missions Team. Would you be willing to go to the 

mountains for a few days and help rebuild a home for a family who has lost everything? Or send 

supplies with a team if you can't go? If so, please let us know, and we’ll be glad to add you to our 

response team!  

3. Pray for the Holy Spirit to show us where He would have us go. The harvest is plentiful but 

the workers are few.  

The Lord said must do for others what we would have them do for us. Let us remind ourselves if 

the day ever came that we were looking at a rubble that used to be our home, we would all wish 

someone would come stand by us and help us put it all back together. What we do for those in 

need, we do for the Lord.  

Please contact us—Tim and Christine Schneller at teamschneller@gmail.com / 678-800-9581 

Disaster Relief Team Leaders 
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A LOOK AHEAD 

Every parent struggles more than we would like to 

admit and when you think you have it all figured out 

our children change their thinking as they get older. 
 

This support class is open to anyone that wants to 

attend.  You can come to one or all three classes. 
 

Kellie and I are not experts at all.  We were foster par-

ents for 4 years and took classes to be licensed. 
 

We will be sharing some things we have learned and will offer a time of discussion. GLOW will be meeting, 

but if you need additional childcare, please let us know. 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=Oak%20Ridge%20UMC
https://onrealm.org/oakridgeumc/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=YTRlZGM4NTMtOTliMy00NmIwLWJmMjUtYWY3OTAxMDI0Mjlm
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CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maQK_eKEV_8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maQK_eKEV_8&feature=youtu.be
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ORUMC Staff 
Senior Pastor, Rev. Mike Carr, mike.carr@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 205 / cell 704-574-0888 

Director, Children & Family Ministries, Larissa Brown, larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 203 

Praise Band Worship Leader, Jessie Gillie, jessie.gillie@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Director, Adult Choirs, Lynn Gordon, lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 289 

AV and Media Producer, David Dudley, david.dudley@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Director, Weekday School, Jamie Hatchell, Director, jamie.hatchell@oakridgeumc.org 336-643-4690 ext. 208 

Director, Youth Ministries, Harrison Hart, harrison.hart@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 204 

Director, Guest & Volunteer Ministries, Bev Miller, bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 220 

Director, Finance, Monica Bogle, monica.bogle@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 218 

Manager, Facilities, Jack Polakowski, jack.polakowski@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690, ext. 219 

Sr. Pastor’s Assistant/Scheduling & Membership Coordinator, Phyllis Rowe, phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 211 

Ministry Support Assistant, Tara Blake, tara.blake@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 201 
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