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I have been growing zucchini - and harvesting zucchini! Beautiful firm delicious zucchini. I am 

happy as can be with my zucchini – while I wait. What I am waiting on are tomatoes. A late 

frost has set back the growing season for those of us who do not have green houses. Oh how I 

am waiting on that first fresh off the vine tomato sandwich!  

I am thrilled to be waiting for tomatoes – and cucumbers, butternut and acorn squash, and pep-

pers – because this is my first garden in quite some time. I always grow herbs and flowers – but 

the last time I had a vegetable garden was decades ago. More on my garden later. 

Sunday May 23rd we celebrated Pentecost – when Jesus poured / let loose the Holy Spirit upon 

believers in Jerusalem and around the world. The coming of the Holy Spirit birthed the Church 

and forever changed the way we know God – as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Once the Spirit 

began dwelling within the hearts of those who love the Lord – it changed the way we com-

municate with God, the way we serve, and our worship of God. The gift of the Holy Spirit is a 

big deal – a game changer.  

The official Liturgical Church Calendar began way back in the 6th century – so I have little hope 

that it will change simply because I think we are missing out by not focusing more on the gift of 

the Holy Spirit.  Each year I try to find some way to embrace Ordinary Time.  

Continued on page 2 
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However, when we look at the Liturgical Church Calendar**– Pentecost only gets 1 Sunday – 

One! We celebrate on Pentecost Sunday, the following Sunday is Trinity Sunday where we cele-

brate Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and then we enter Ordinary Time.  A one Sunday celebration 

just doesn’t seem fitting for the marvelous gift of the Holy Spirit into our lives.  

In many ways, the 

fact that Ordinary 

Time takes up nearly 

half of the year (June 

through November), 

is a reflection of our 

lives.  When we con-

sider our own lives – 

aren’t most of our 

days ordinary days? I 

know there are far 

more ordinary days 

in my life than extraordinary days. Days that are busy – filled to the brim even – where I do basic 

things for living. These days are rarely noteworthy but they are necessary.   

It is in the ordinary days where relationships grow and love is nurtured. In our ordinary days, we 

create memories that last a lifetime and that give life meaning and purpose. It is in the living of 

ordinary life that character, ethics, morality, and faith form.  It is within the ordinary days of liv-

ing that we live out our calling to follow Jesus. It is in the ordinary days of worship and serving, 

that we the Church become the hands, feet, arms, and voice of Christ.  

In the midst of ordinary time – my garden is growing. Just ordinary time – filled with sunshine 

and cool nights, rain or watering, fertilizing and weeding, that enable seeds to turn into zucchini, 

cucumbers, beans, peppers, and yes, tomatoes! Ordinary days are necessary it seems – to get to 

the joy and celebration of harvesting. Many ordinary days before the celebration of vine ripe to-

matoes.  

So too, we need ordinary days for our faith to sprout, take root, and grow. Days lived with the 

Holy Spirit dwelling within us – convicting, transforming, equipping, nurturing, and commis-

sioning us as servants of Jesus Christ.   

Today, I am praying that your faith continues to grow as we find ourselves coming out of pan-

demic mode and into something that begins to resemble ordinary time.   

Blessings and love, Susan 

**The Liturgical Church Calendar revolves around the major events in the life of Christ. 

The Christian year, begins with Advent (4 Sundays before Christmas) as we prepare for both the first and 

second coming of Christ. (color purple – symbolizing royalty) 

Christmastide – celebrating the birth of Jesus. (color white & gold – symbolizing purity & divinity) 

Epiphany – we celebrate the Magi coming to worship the Christ Child. (color green – symbolizing growth) 

Lent – a season of preparation as we walk with Christ to the cross. (color purple – symbolizing penitence) 

Easter – celebrating Jesus’ Resurrection (color white & gold – symbolizing the Divinity of Christ) 

Pentecost – celebrating the coming of the Holy Spirit (Red – symbolizing the tongues of fire) 

Ordinary Time – those days not marked as a season of preparation or celebration (June – November). 

(Green symbolizing growth).  
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CONNECTION 

We want you to stay connected with  

Oak Ridge UMC 
We have some great ways for you to get information about what’s happening at 

our church.  You can visit our website to watch online services, see our latest an-

nouncements and upcoming events.  We have announcement videos, Bible studies 

and Children’s devotions on our church YouTube channel.  While viewing one of 

our videos make sure you click the subscribe button so that you will be notified 

each time we post something new.  Another way to see all of our content is by 

checking out our Facebook page.  

And if you’re not receiving our Weekly Runner emails, contact the church office to 

make sure we have your current contact information. 

http://www.oakridgeumc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0uycCk7oIZvGdp8xS7EbDQ
https://www.facebook.com/OakRidgeUMC
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 Click here to Register 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/a125b6
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Click here to make an appointment. 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=Oak%20Ridge%20UMC
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NURSES NOTES 
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What a year! 

We did it!  The Backpack Ministry complet-

ed it’s tenth year of serving the Northern 

and Northwest Guilford Area schools.  The 

verse in Romans (5:3-4) “..Suffering produces perseverance; perse-

verance, character; and character, hope” reminds me of the past 12 + 

months.  Our ministry and all those that serve in it persevered dur-

ing a difficult time, showed love and hope to children and their 

families in our area amongst many obstacles, and allowed those 

serving in it to connect with each other during a time of isolation.  I 

believe that those that served AND those we served felt the love 

and hope of God. 

This year the ministry served over 200 children each month, distrib-

uted over 56,000 pounds of food this school year and logged over 1,240 labors hour of volunteer time.  We do 

not know what to expect in the upcoming school year. As government sup-

port lessens, we may see our participant numbers rise.  Regardless, the min-

istry and its team will be prepared to take on, hopefully, a more “normal” 

school year, but we know that no matter what challenge may come our way, 

we trust in God’s hand and know that we will continue to grow. 

Thank you to all for all the ways you continue to support this ministry, 

whether it is with your time, prayers or financial assistance. We could not do 

it without you! 

 

Thank you, 

The Backpack Ministry Team 

PS:  We will be starting back up again in August and need any kind of help you can provide.  Please reach 

out to us at nwgabpministry@gmail.com 

 

Items Needed: 

July 

Bags of Rice (1-2 lbs.) 

Canned Fruit   

August 

Boxes of instant oatmeal 

Canned chicken 

Northwest Guilford Area 
Backpack Ministry 

mailto:nwgabpministry@gmail.com
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MISSION OF THE MONTH (JULY) 
UMAR GROUP HOME 

 The Mission of the Month in July is UMAR/Group Homes.  UMAR is an agency that is dedi-

cated to promoting community inclusion, independence and growth for adults with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities through residential, vocational and cultural enrichment opportunities.  

The organization was started in 1983 by Rev. Dr. Bob Pitzer.  He wanted parents of special needs 

adults to have their children in a home-like atmosphere and not live in an institution.   He wanted 

them to have opportunities to work and to show their artistic abilities.   

 There are a group of us at the church that visit the men and ladies UMAR homes that are in 

the area.  We do crafts, sing songs, and enjoy talking with each other.  We usually go the 3rd Monday 

of the month.  This past year has been tough because of COVID.  We could not visit the ladies and 

men, but we made videos and put together gift baskets for the men and ladies.    We have recently 

been able to visit the men and ladies outside.  Camp Grace, the special needs camp that takes place 

in Henderson, NC at Camp Tekoa,  is happening this year.  It is August 13-15.  Last year it was can-

celled.  We are hoping to have our annual cookout at Oak Ridge Town Park sometime this fall.    

 I want to thank those who provided gifts during the pandemic for the special needs ladies 

and men – Teddy bears, hats and scarves, Sunday School-to-go boxes, and cross holders.   The men 

and ladies loved these gifts!  

 It continues to be tough for UMAR.  In May 2020 

and also this past May they could not have the luncheons 

where they raise money.   Hopefully, next May they will 

be able to have the luncheons.  Any amount that you can 

give to this wonderful ministry would be greatly appreci-

ated.     In the memo of the check to ORUMC, write 

UMAR/Group Homes.  

You can also donate 

online.  

 This ministry is 

so very special to me 

and to those serving in this ministry.  We love the special 

needs adults.  They show such unconditional love 

and the love of Jesus shines from 

them.  Please let me know if you 

would like to be part of this min-

istry.  We would love others to go 

visit the UMAR homes in the area or to go to Camp Grace.  

I guarantee that you will be blessed!   

 

 
 

Camp Grace 

Camp Grace 

Camp Grace 

Lynne Toth 
336-681-5936 /lrtoth@triad.rr.com 
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UMAR/GROUP 
HOME 
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JUNE MISSION OF THE MONTH  

Follow Up 
(Child Action Initiative)  
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ORUMC Staff 
 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Andy Lambert, andy.lambert@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690  

Associate Pastor, Adult Discipleship, Rev. Susan Mitchell, susan.mitchell@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690; cell 336-549-9251 

Associate Director, Congregational Care, Ken Chester, ken.chester@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690, ext. 286 

Director, Children & Family Ministries, Larissa Brown, larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 203 

Associate Director, Adult Choirs, Lynn Gordon, lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 289 

Director, Crosswalk Worship,  Casey Whitt, casey.witt@oaridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 287 

Director, Weekday School, Jamie Hatchell, Director, jamie.hatchell@oakridgeumc.org 336-643-4690 ext 208 

Director, Youth Ministries, Harrison Hart, harrison.hart@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 204 

Director, Missional Discipleship, Laura Campbell, laura.campbell@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 288 

Director, Guest & Volunteer Ministries, Bev Miller, bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 220 

Media Producer, Eric Hearn, eric.hearn@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Associate Director, Finance, Jennifer Haymore, jennifer.haymore@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 218 

Sr. Pastor’s Assistant/Scheduling & Membership Coordinator, Phyllis Rowe, phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 211 

Ministry Support Assistant, Tara Blake, tara.blake@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 201 
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