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A Message From Pastor Mike 

July 2022| Monthly Newsletter  

Oak Ridge United Methodist Church 

Dear Oak Ridge Church Family, 

Where has half of the year gone?  It does not feel like I have been here at Oak Ridge for 6 months.  I 

guess the statement is true, “Time flies when you are having fun”! I continue to be amazed to see 

how God has worked in our church over the past 6 months and I am really excited about what God 

has planned for our church in the future! 

This month we have a great opportunity to make an impact in our community with Vacation Bible 

School.  Please, pray about signing up to serve and be a Changemaker. Also, encourage neighbors 

and friends to register their children.  The theme is “Let Your Light Shine”.  You will want to make 

sure you are here July 11-14. 

There is another important day to mark on your calendar.  Sunday, July 10th, we will be blessed to 

have Lulu & Rich from Guatemala.  They will be speaking briefly at both services with a more de-

tailed presentation at 10am in the Fellowship Hall. At 10am, Lulu & Rich will be showing an exam-

ple of the stoves that our mission teams will build when they travel to Guatemala in October. The 

plan is to build stoves and water filters for 400 families!  

Oak Ridge UMC is sending 3 teams to Guatemala and you will have the opportunity to be a prayer 

partner for these 3 teams.  You can begin now, by praying for guidance as to how to support this 

mission of the month with your prayers and finances.  As a church, we will continue to pray for God 

to bless us, so that we can be a blessing.   

Take care and God Bless, 

Pastor Mike 
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Western North Carolina Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 

June 16-19, 2022 Lay Report 

 

Dear Members and friends of Oak Ridge United Methodist Church, 

 

Whether a visit to Lake Junaluska is for a personal retreat or to serve at the Annual Methodist Conference, you will be 

happy you traveled to the mountains of Western North Carolina. Make  a point, soon, to do just that. Our beautiful 

Methodist Conference Center opened 109 years ago and has been the site of the annual conference for 64 years. More 

Methodist ministers have been ordained in Stuart Auditorium than any place in the world. The 200-acre lake is set 

among rolling hills and mountains; one of which holds the tall lighted cross that shines over the retreat grounds. Kellie 

and Mia took a Kayak adventure on the lake. There is a 3.8-mile path around the lake and as you walk there, you expe-

rience the retreat’s mission of renewal of soul, mind and body. How fortunate are we as United Methodist to have this 

lovely mountain retreat.  

 

This year the conference theme was Connect, Imagine and Engage. Connect with God and each other; imagine a     

hopeful future for continuing the United Methodist Church and Engage in God’s work in our world through service, 

mission and working for justice. Justice was a large part of the conference theme and votes were taken to increase jus-

tice in our conference, our communities and the world. Equity in pay for women and people of color serving as clergy, 

involvement in prison ministry, erasing racism and caring for the poor were all addressed. 

 

Due to Covid, conference members had not met together as a body since 2019. To gather again in Stuart Auditorium 

brought many to tears in the opening worship service. We have been living in conditions that have polarized friends. 

The conference theme sought to reconnect us; to again reach out in love to each other, as Christ loves us. The definition 

of Social Holiness was defined in the statement, “we cannot be holy apart from each other”. Gathering proved that.  

 

The morning service opened with beautiful music and the sound of thousands lifting the hymn Holy, Holy, Holy up in 

unison and it was breathtaking. We served our neighbor Holy Communion, we prayed, we shared messages of hope 

and heard a very uplifting sermon by the Dean of Duke Divinity School, Dr. Edgardo Colon-Emeric. He was the first 

Latino, born in Portugal, to graduate from Duke and he serves not only as Duke faculty but faculty to many ministers 

and students in Latin countries, including Guatemala. 

 

The conference had 1882 members in attendance. There are always business sessions at annual conference. This year 

there were some minor tweaks to the Plan of Organization and Rules of Order and Procedure; all passed without objec-

tion. There were 6 churches that closed and 18 that disaffiliated. The disaffiliated made up less than 2% of our confer-

ence churches and less than 1% of our conference population. Good news included reports on lowered costs to church-

es on pension and health benefits while benefits remain of high quality. 

 

Time was spent on acquainting us with Methodist doctrine and our strong history of social justice found in the Bible 

and our Book of Discipline. It was clear to us that we could use a refresher on John Wesley and his definition of what it 

is to believe as a Methodist. Theology is the common core of Methodism. The United Methodist Church seeks to be a 

spiritual home for all. 
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Are you wondering where your support of ORUMC goes? 

There was a service of Recognition of 2022 Retirees, Fifty-Six ministers retired and among them were some who served 

our church: Andy Lambert, Michael and Karen Kurtz and Susan Mitchell. Also there was a beautiful Celebration of Life 

service for clergy, spouses and diaconal ministers who had passed away in 2021/2022. And best of all; a service to li-

cense, commission and ordain the following: 30 local pastors, 16 candidates as Provisional Members, two deacons and 

eight elders. If you are ever near Stuart Auditorium when a service is offered, step in! Never will you experience hymns 

lifted with such sincere worship in the voices. 

We had a virtual workshop with the Hybrid Communication representative. He outlined how churches are growing in 

membership and participation by use of online connections. We felt ORUMC was already on top of most of his recom-

mendations. 

For leaders in our church looking for resource materials, please remember the FREE Conference Resource Center. They 

will help connect you with materials and mail them to your location. All you have to do is return them after use. 

wnccumc.org/resourcecenter 

It was our honor and privilege to serve as lay representative to the conference this year. 

 

Sincerely Dan and Jerry Chance 

Cont. from pg. 1 

FINANCE 

Below is a graph presenting the 2022 Second Quarter weekly giving with comparisons to budget, prior year 
and historical averages.  Be on the lookout for giving statements through 6/30/22 to be emailed this month! 
As a reminder, financial statements are posted monthly on Realm at this link . To be added to this "Financial 
News for the Congregation" folder within Realm, please contact Phyllis at phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org.  

https://onrealm.org/oakridgeumc/Groups/GroupResources/3ee760d7-f984-4915-a234-a93700ead550
mailto:phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org
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MISSION OF THE MONTH (JULY) 
 

Mission of the Month 
Guatemala Stoves and Water Filters 

 
About 15 years ago Oak Ridge UMC launched the Guatemala Stove and Water Filter Ministry. The prima-

ry goal of the ministry is growing God’s Kingdom.  We reach people by addressing physical needs but 

ultimately, we hope to deal with spiritual health. Through our partnership with the local church in Gua-

temala, this ministry provides the opportunity to strengthen relationships with Christ and in many cas-

es lead them to relationship with Christ. 

There are many benefits from the Guatemala Stove and Water Filter Ministry including better health, 

clean air, clean water, cost savings and a reduction in deforestation. Even better, many will come to 

know Christ because of this ministry.  

For families selected, their kitchen will be transformed from an open fire on a dirt floor to a vented 

stove on a concrete floor.  Water in Guatemala is loaded with harmful bacteria and parasites. The fami-

lies will also receive a water filtration system that will provide purified water for their family. 

Learn more, visit the Empower Guatemala website, https://www.empowerguatemala.org/ 

Help change lives by being a part of this amazing ministry.  We need financial support to purchase the 

concrete floors, the stoves, the water filters and medications.  For a relatively small investment on our 

part, $300 per family, they go from life threatening air and water to clear air and purified drinking wa-

ter.  Without your participation and financial help, this project would not be possible.  Any amount will 

be helpful. It would be wonderful if you can support one or more families at $300/family. 

100% of your donation benefits the Guatemalan families and can be made by check or online: 

 

1. By check made payable to Oak Ridge UMC and memo or "Guatemala stoves", mailing 
address 2424 Oak Ridge Rd, Oak Ridge, NC 27310 

2. Online via Oak Ridge UMC website, https://onrealm.org/oakridgeumc/-/form/give/
GuatemalaStoves 

3. Online via the Empower Guatemala website, https://www.empowerguatemala.org/, 
select the donate button and follow instructions for team fees or for stoves/
supplies. 

 

Peace, 
Max Kern 
hmaxkern@gmail.com  
336 643-7297 
 

 
Join a team, support a family, pray for the ministry 
www.empowerguatemala.org 
 

https://onrealm.org/oakridgeumc/-/form/give/GuatemalaStoves
https://onrealm.org/oakridgeumc/-/form/give/GuatemalaStoves
https://www.empowerguatemala.org/
mailto:hmaxkern@gmail.com
http://www.empowerguatemala.org
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Stephen Ministry – A Ministry of the Entire Church  

 

What is Stephen Ministry? 

Confidential, one-on-one, Christian care to those experiencing a difficult time in life 

Part of our congregation’s overall mission and ministry 

Deepens, expands and extends the caring capacity of our Church 

Based on Acts 6 where Stephen was among those chosen to provide caring ministry to people in need. 

Gives our congregation a way to reach out with God’s healing love to people who are hurting. 

Founded in 1975 by Kenneth Haugk, Pastor and clinical psychologist 

Who are Stephen Ministers? 

Trained members of our congregation 

People eager to use their God-given gifts in meaningful ministry 

A consistent presence to offer confidential caregiving, listening and encouragement 

A non-judgmental listener to walk beside someone going through a hard time. 

More than 600,000 people from more than 13,000 congregations and other organizations worldwide have 

been trained as Stephen Ministers 

How can our congregation support Stephen Ministry? 

Pray for the success of this ministry 

Pray for the current Stephen Ministers and their care receivers 

Pray that as a congregation we are always sensitive to those who are hurting. 

Pray for discernment on how you can use your Spiritual gifts to support our Church 

Contact Pastor Mike, or one of the Stephen Leaders listed below if you would like to know more about be-

coming a Stephen Minister.  

Join our Fall Stephen Minister training class. 

 

We all face difficult situations from time to time.  If you or someone you know could benefit from having a    

Stephen Minister please contact Pastor Mike, Kris Devaney, Beckie Berlin, Cathie Rollins or Lee Ann Browning.  

They will arrange a confidential meeting with you to discuss next steps.  Contact information for each of these 

people is available on Realm or through the Church office. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND 
ACTIVITIES 

Weekday School & Stokesdale Elementary 5th Grade 
Graduation 2022 
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Caleb Trogdon 

Devin Barwick 

Trent Van Wert 

Henry Badger 

ORUMC 2022 CONFIRMANDS! 

Riley Cassidy 

Carson Gantert 

Liam Barnes Carson Smith 

Abby Stefanick 

Alex Waterfield 

Walker Riordon 
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ORUMC 2022 CONFIRMANDS! 

Confirmation Class 2022  

What does Jesus mean to you? 

  

Maddy Dyer— Jesus is my example of love and forgiveness. He is my teacher and someone I can trust. He is  

   my biggest supporter that I have during my experiences and struggles. Jesus to me is the  

   infinite number of amazing blessings that surround us all.  

 

Abby Stefanick —  Jesus is someone you can fall back on no matter what  

 

Trent Van Wert —  Someone you can turn to in the good times & the bad times  

 

Caleb Trogdon —  Jesus is our Savior who died on the cross for us and loves all of us. He teaches us, cares for us  

            and shows us forgiveness and compassion.  

 

Carson Gantert —  Psalm 118:29— O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures  

   forever.  

 

Henry Badger  — Jesus means everything to me and always with me whatever and whenever we need Him,   

   He is always there.  

 

Liam Barnes —  Jesus is a guiding light showing me the way through life  

Natalie Hoover —  Always having someone that I trust to talk to  

Carson Smith —  Jesus means love, hope, faith, and forgiveness  

Devin Barwick —  Jesus means unconditional love  

Alex Waterfield —  Jesus is our Savior, who loves us perfectly, forgives us our sins and answers our prayers  

Walker Riordon —  To me Jesus means a Father.  Someone who supports me, will always love me, and who will 

    lead the way for my future.  

 

Riley Cassidy —  Jesus Christ is my Savior. His sacrifice allows me to be myself due to the fact I am human, I 

   am bound to make mistakes and sins. So, it is because of His sacrifice in God’s eyes my sins 

   are already forgiven in the past, present, and future.  
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NEW MEMBERS 

WELCOME!  

Josh and Maria Sides     

Brooks, Cam and Macie 

Church Directory News! 

 

Schedule your photo appointment TODAY! 

 

You can sign-up online here www.ucdir.com 

or call the church office. 

Log-in:  NC356 

      Password:  photos 

Photographer will be onsite on these dates! 

August 16—17 

September 23—24 

 

Special day for Back to College family photos—July 26 

Each family that participates receives a FREE 8x 10 and a FREE directory! 

https://ucdir.com/
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The Backpack Ministry wants to thank each and everyone one 
of you for your part in our effort to reduce food insecurity in 
our community. Praise be to God that we were able to : 

 serve a total of 235 children - that does not include their 
siblings at home or not in the program - so in actuality we 
served over 250 children plus their parents. 

 send home 2740 weekly bags to our elementary students; 

 send home 2234 monthly bags of food to our High 
Schools/Middle Schools and Charter Schools; 

 send home 314 family boxes of food for holidays and 
breaks  

 provide holiday meals, some toiletries and special treats 

 work with at least 100 volunteers each month - with our volunteers serving over 1000 hours 

 be the recipient of 24 food drives from various members of the community  

 receive countless prayers  

 have food available for those that reach out for assistance in the summer.   

Again, we want to thank all of you for your part in this ministry and we look forward to seeing you when we 
start back in the first week of September.  In the 2022-2023 the ministry will continue to look for ways to reach 
more children in our community. work more efficiently and effectively and most importantly share God's 
love.   

ORUMC supports Greensboro Urban Ministries by 

serving the first Friday of each month.  If you are part 

of a small group, Sunday School Class or club that 

would like to serve August 5th, Sept 2nd  or December 

2nd, please reach out to Alison Huber at 336-382-0695 or     

Alison.Huber@Dynamicquest.com.  The group would need to prepare and serve about 50-60 

residents.  There is some budget to cover food costs.  You can serve with as few at 5 and as 

many as 12. 

mailto:Alison.Huber@Dynamicquest.com
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ORUMC Staff 
 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Mike Carr, mike.carr@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 205 / cell 704-574-0888 

Director, Children & Family Ministries, Larissa Brown, larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 203 

Director, Adult Choirs, Lynn Gordon, lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 289 

Director, Contemporary Worship,  Casey Whitt, casey.whitt@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 287 

Director, Weekday School, Jamie Hatchell, Director, jamie.hatchell@oakridgeumc.org 336-643-4690 ext. 208 

Director, Youth Ministries, Harrison Hart, harrison.hart@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 204 

Director, Guest & Volunteer Ministries, Bev Miller, bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 220 

Director, Finance, Monica Bogle, monica.bogle@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 218 

Manager, Facilities, Jack Polakowski, jack.polakowski@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690, ext. 219 

Sr. Pastor’s Assistant/Scheduling & Membership Coordinator, Phyllis Rowe, phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 211 

Ministry Support Assistant, Tara Blake, tara.blake@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 201 

DONATIONS FOR BACKPACK 

MINISTRY 

         JULY 2022 

 

Cans of Soup 

Cans of Tuna 

mailto:susan.mitchell@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:casey.witt@oaridgeumc.org
mailto:jamie.hatchell@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:erin.betlej@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:jennifer.haymore@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org
mailto:tara.blake@oakridgeumc.org

