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A Message From Pastor Mike
Dear Oak Ridge Church Family,

God is doing a lot of exciting things here at Oak Ridge United Methodist Church from our
graduation celebrations to our confirmands professing Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. I
am excited for these graduates and the future God has laid out for them. I pray for them to seek
God’s guidance in all their decisions and look forward to seeing how God will use them for
building the kingdom of God. It has been an absolute blessing meeting with each confirmand
and learning about what Jesus means to them. Each of them will profess Jesus Christ as their
Lord and Savior and answer the question, “What does Jesus mean to you?” What a serious and
powerful question to answer as a disciple of Jesus Christ. I suggested that they write their answer down on an index card and place it in their Bible. It will be amazing to look back on that
answer years from now and see how it has changed as they grow in their relationship with
Jesus. I also told them to ask their parents and siblings how they would answer that question,
“What does Jesus mean to you?” Maybe we all should take time to answer that question. As
we move into the summer and find ourselves being pulled into a million directions, let us not
lose focus on Jesus and ask ourselves often, “What does Jesus mean to me and how can I share
Him with others?”
Take care and God Bless,

Pastor Mike
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FINANCE
Are you wondering where your support of ORUMC goes?
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MISSION OF THE MONTH (JUNE)
Mission of the Month
Team Fees
Support Guatemala Mission Teams
Serving on a mission team is life changing. Some will serve once and not go back on another team and
many will start preparing for the next team immediately upon their return. Regardless all are
changed and will see the world through a different lens. They begin to realize that most of the day to
day issues that we complain about are petty and insignificant. The focus becomes a little less on self
and a little more on others. They will seek opportunities to serve others.
You may wonder why not just send the money rather than spending the money to send people. First,
the impact on the people served is many times greater when they receive God's love in person. It is no
longer some imaginary group of rich Americans taking pity and sending money. Instead they see and
hug and feel God's love from real people that meet them where they are.
Second, through the passion and love of the team members for the ministry and the people served we
are able to raise the funds necessary. Without that we would raise a much smaller amount and have
much less impact.

Mission teams should be a vital part of every church. The impact on team members and on those
served cannot be overstated. Please be a part of team ministry. You may not be in a position to serve
on a team but you can be part of the team by helping with the team fee. In most cases, the team members are donating more than a week of their lives to go on the team and most pay the full team fee with
no other support. Team members cherish the love, support and prayers of their church family.
Wouldn't it be great if our church would provide all or most of the team fee for those compelled to
represent our church and serve God on a mission team?

Peace,
Max Kern
hmaxkern@gmail.com
336 643-7297

Join a team, support a family, pray for the ministry
www.empowerguatemala.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND
ACTIVITIES

Fun at Oak Ridge Park
ORUMC Kickball
5/22/2022
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ORUMC 2022 GRADUATES!
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LOVING
THREADS
Loving Threads is an 18 year ministry of Oak Ridge UMC that makes prayer shawls, lap crochet blankets and baby
blankets, quilted lap blankets baby quilts, and crocheted hats and scarves. Many of the items made are donated to
Greensboro Urban Ministry and Guatemala.
Loving Threads also makes the needlepoint cross packets that are in baskets near the church office, the Family Life

Center (FLC) and near the Sanctuary. We have now made 3600 cross packets of which 400 will go to Guatemala,
with the poem written in Spanish and 100 patriotic patterned cross packets to go to the veterans on their trip in
October.
Church members are welcome to stop by the office to pick up a shawl, baby blanket or request an item to give to a
loved one or anyone in need. Please be sure and record on clipboard in closet so that we do not duplicate a gift.
Donations to the group are always appreciated to help keep our mission alive. New members are always welcome!
We will continue to meet throughout the summer so we can enjoy our time together all year long. We meet on the
1st and 3rd Monday afternoons from 12:15pm to 2:30pm in Room D212.

WELCOME!
Neilson and Kristen Murray
joined Oak Ridge UMC
on May 22.
Baby Audrey was also baptized.
Pictured with Adeline and Audrey (and Pastor Mike)
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NURSES NOTES
Helping Others by Ralph Marston

Helping others helps you, at the very deepest level. Giving real value serves to create real value in your own
life. By providing encouragement, you receive encouragement. When you teach, you learn. Each day is rich
with opportunities for you to make a positive difference in the lives of those around you. And it is through
genuinely enriching the lives of others that you find true richness in your own. Right here, right now, there is
a beautiful way to give of yourself, and to make the world a better place. Choose to do so, and immediately
feel the benefits begin to manifest. You have the chance today to change lives for the better. It’s difficult to
imagine anything that could be more fulfilling than that.
Reach out, give a hand, make a difference and offer a
kindness. The lives you lift will most certainly include
your own.
Submitted by:
Jerry Chance, Congregational Nurse

A SPECIAL NOTE OF PRAISE
I wish to thank the congregation for prayers, cards and notes following my recent open heart surgery which included
repair of five blocked blood vessels.
The day before my surgery my surgeon Dr. Akins was prepared to recommend hospice for me in lieu of surgery
thinking I was a frail old man. After we talked and he learned I was physically active doing yard work and that I had
been a runner for many years he said ”you are a candidate for surgery”. I thank God that Dr. Akins was my surgeon!
I am currently in cardiac rehab and improving. I have resumed chemotherapy for multiple myeloma and have had my
sessions reduced due to improvement.
I am thankful to God for these outcomes.
Thank you,
Ed Wentz
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DONATIONS FOR BACKPACK
MINISTRY
JUNE 2022
Boxes of Mac & Cheese
Cans of Fruit
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