
 1 

A Word From Pastor Mike 

Februar

y 2022| 

Dear Oak Ridge Church Family, 

 

The forty days of Lent seem to last forever.  I can recall a Season of Lent from my past where I felt God tell me to give 

up watching TV. 

 

It was one of the hardest things to give up; especially, when it was NCAA Basketball March Madness! I had to go old 

school and listen to the Duke Basketball games on the radio.  I suppose these things seem really silly compared to the 

spiritual journey that Lent is supposed to be.  We are to take this season seriously.  We should think about what we 

need to let go like those stones at the foot of the cross. 

 

What has been weighing you down and keeping you from doing what God is calling you to do? The longing we have 

for the resurrection on Easter morning is what we all should long for each day.  

 

This Season of Lent we have invited you to join us reading scripture each day and reflecting on the passage. There are 

questions for you to ask yourself.  You might even invite others to join you. 



 2 

 

Continued next page 

HOW CAN WE HELP? 
Cont. from page 1 

Shoes & Socks for Isaiah’s Kids 

The schools in Kasungami are open and the orphan children are happy to return to class and see 
their friends.  It has been just as hard on them as our children to not be in school for an extended 
length of time.  They are behind in their studies and will have a difficult time catching up.  The 
unfortunate thing is they have not had any form of learning during the time their schools were 
closed.  No home computers, electricity or any way to receive some education.   

 

The children of Kasungami need shoes and socks to attend school.  If they should attempt to go to 
school without shoes & socks, they would not be allowed entry. They need shoes to protect their 
feet from injury and impetigo, a bacterial disease that can be contracted by cuts on the feet.  If un-
treated it can spread on the body and is very contagious.  The parent or guardian does not have the 
means to go to a physician.  Home remedies are not effective. 

 

We all need to make sure that we are not rushing through this gift of Lent so that we are spiritually ready for Easter. 

For us to appreciate what a sacrifice Jesus had done for us on that cross, we need to take time and reflect on it in our 

heart and soul. 

 

May we all take one day and one step at a time on this Journey of Stones and allow God to lead us. 

 

Take care and God bless, 

 

Pastor Mike 
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Cont. from page 2 

 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since this mission was started by Sydney Wentz in 2009 thanks to the generosity of the ORUMC congregation we 
have been able to provide  approximately 1100 pair of shoes and socks for the students in the Child Action Initiative 
Education Program.  There are big smiles on the students faces when they receive shoes. 

 

Isaiah Njimbu Chot, the founder of Child Action Initiative, is very thankful for the support ORUMC has given the 
children and says the students are grateful. To donate to Shoes & Socks for Isaiah’s Kids please write your check to 
ORUMC with Shoes & Socks in the memo space or donate through on-line giving and designate Shoes & Socks. Or 
use an envelope in the pew and designate Shoes & Socks. 

Thank you for caring about the Child Action Initiative students. 

 

Blessings,  

Bev & Ed Wentz 

Advisors to Child Action Initiative 

Isaiah sent this picture of the students who received their Shoes & Socks.  He 

gave the students a party in a nearby park which is a rarity for them. 
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Update from the Church Council on Disaffiliation: 

 

After 72% of our members chose disaffiliation from the United Methodist denomination in the 

January straw poll, the Church Council voted unanimously to proceed. We contacted Rev. 

Bev Coppley, District Superintendent, asking her to schedule the official vote required by the 

conference. She said it was too late for us to be considered for the Annual Conference in June, 

even though she had said in her presentation to our church in November that we needed to 

have our paperwork to her by April 1. I asked her two more times to come, stating we had ad-

hered to her timeline, and two more times she told me it was too late. She said they are trying 

to put together a conference in the fall to approve disaffiliations. Although the market value 

of the unfunded pensions went down, our updated price tag includes another year of appor-

tionments (now with no credit given for 2022 paid apportionments) and paying back the $87K 

grant we received in 2019 for Misseo Dei, for a new grand total of $586,920. 

 

This left us with the option of waiting for a possible approval for disaffiliation under Para-

graph 2553 in the fall, finding a way to fund the cost, and hoping it can be done by the De-

cember 31, 2023 deadline. This path also means signing a letter saying we are disaffiliating 

solely because of human sexuality. Although that is a divisive subject in our denomination, I 

do not believe it’s the primary issue for our church family. All people are loved and valued by 

God and by our church. We won’t be asked on Judgment Day what we think about gay mar-

riage. We will be asked whether we have accepted Jesus as our Savior and Lord. Jesus asked 

Peter, “Who do you say I am?” We are boldly called to answer that same question. 

 

We are disaffiliating from the UMC because we believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Liv-

ing God, the Only way to salvation; and we believe in the Authority of Scripture as the Living 

Word of God. Although the Book of Discipline still upholds these beliefs, we know that Bish-

ops and leaders are not being held to Biblical standards. If we do not believe Jesus is God, we 

are not a church. We also believe our denomination has become incredibly dysfunctional and 

it is time for us as a Body of Christ to part ways.  

 

As most of you know, 38 churches in our conference have joined to bring a lawsuit against the 

Western North Carolina Conference and Bishop Ken Carter. This lawsuit states they do not 

want to disaffiliate under the terms of Paragraph 2553; they want to keep their property; and 

if there are unfunded pensions, it is due to gross financial negligence on the part of the Con-

ference. All pensions should be funded already.  

 

There are 70 churches in Florida who have filed the same lawsuit under the National Center 

of Life and Liberty (NCLL), which is a non-profit, faith-based organization also representing 

the NC churches. I called David Gibbs, President and General Counsel of the NCLL, and he 

graciously spoke with me at length. For $1000 and probably another $2500 due later, we can 

join the lawsuit. We have had several families say they will pay this fee. Mr. Gibbs will guide 

us through what documentation we need and what our next steps are. 
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Cont. from page 4 

The Conference and the Bishop have filed a Motion to Dismiss, which will be heard March 20 in 

Iredell County. At the hearing, the judge will either dismiss the case, allow it to continue, or he 

can take more time to make his decision. In the last week, a judge in Florida heard the Motion to 

Dismiss from their Conference and will come back with a ruling at a later date.  

 

Tuesday night, our Church Council voted unanimously to join the NCLL and add our name to 

the lawsuit. We all felt it was necessary to get legal counsel as the goalposts of disaffiliation con-

tinue to be moved. If the Lord leads us another direction, we can leave the lawsuit at any time 

and continue another path.  

 

I reached out to the NCLL and have a call with an attorney next week. We will keep the congre-

gation updated. In the meantime, the Task Force will continue their work of providing what 

documentation the attorneys tell us will be necessary. The team will also research where we go 

from here as a church:  whether to join the Global Methodists, remain independent, or join an-

other denomination. The entire congregation will be a part of this decision and God is faithful to 

lead us in paths of righteousness for His Name’s sake. He has a great plan for us! 

 

Many people have asked what this means for Pastor Mike. We wish to keep him as our pastor, 

and he wants to remain with us as well. We commit to serving and caring for his family as he 

serves the Lord alongside us.  

 

We do not know how long the litigation will last, and we do not know how much money we 

will need to pay the Conference in the end. However, as we turn these matters over to a legal 

team, it frees us up to continue the Great Commission of making Disciples for Jesus as a local 

Body of Christ.  

 

Please know we the leadership are reluctant participants in this process. We must act in good 

faith to protect our church and congregation from the subjective costs and processes required 

and continually modified by the Conference.  Given these unfortunate circumstances, we believe 

this to be our best and possibly only recourse.   

 

We must pray without ceasing and keep our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith. 

As Moses told the Lord, if You don’t go with us, we don’t want to go. 

 

Please contact me if you have any questions at all. My email is dbhall2013@yahoo.com and my 

cellphone is 336-707-2645.  

 

Gratefully serving Him with you, 

 

Dee Hall 

Church Council Chair 

 

Proverbs 29:18, Where there is no vision, the people perish. 

mailto:dbhall2013@yahoo.com
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https://www.empowerguatemala.org/
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ORUMC Staff 
Senior Pastor, Rev. Mike Carr, mike.carr@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 205 / cell 704-574-0888 

Director, Children & Family Ministries, Larissa Brown, larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 203 

Praise Band Worship Leader, Jessie Gillie, jessie.gillie@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Director, Adult Choirs, Lynn Gordon, lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 289 

AV and Media Producer, David Dudley, david.dudley@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Director, Weekday School, Jamie Hatchell, Director, jamie.hatchell@oakridgeumc.org 336-643-4690 ext. 208 

Director, Youth Ministries, Harrison Hart, harrison.hart@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 204 

Director, Guest & Volunteer Ministries, Bev Miller, bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 220 

Director, Finance, Monica Bogle, monica.bogle@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 218 

Manager, Facilities, Jack Polakowski, jack.polakowski@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690, ext. 219 

Sr. Pastor’s Assistant/Scheduling & Membership Coordinator, Phyllis Rowe, phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 211 

Ministry Support Assistant, Tara Blake, tara.blake@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 201 
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