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When God makes it rain…  

 

Now God has us where he wants us, with all the time in this world and the next to 

shower grace and kindness upon us in Christ Jesus. Saving is all his idea, and all his 

work. All we do is trust him enough to let him do it. It’s God’s gift from start to fin-

ish! We don’t play a major role.  Ephesians 2:7-8 Message 

It was a downpour and you had no where to run .. to hide .. or find cover. It 

was a flood and it found every crack and opening in your heart. It was a long 

ago planned reign of God’s liquefying love washing and pouring over your 

life. It was saving grace, something impossible to predict or even hope for. 

But God did it all for you. When you were drenched to the bone, you looked 

up and there was Jesus, searing your heart with the most uncondemning 

stare you’ll never forget. He wanted you. 
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God didn’t hold anything back with His Son. Whatever the price, your life has 

been covered. Every detail, every demand, and every debt washed away in His 

reign. It’s not the rain you expected. It’s the only reign that resets your life into a 

grace-designed way of living. It’s the only reign that restores you in His love. It’s 

the only reign that washes away the dirt, grime and sin that you could never wash 

away on your own. “Lord Jesus, rain down your saving reign of grace on me this 

day.” … it only takes a moment… 

If we did, we’d probably go around bragging that we’d done the whole thing! No, we nei-

ther make nor save ourselves. God does both the making and the saving. He creates each of 

us by Christ Jesus to join him in the work he does, the good work he has gotten ready for us 

to do, work we had better be doing.  Ephesians 2:9-10 Message 

 

Shoebox 

Ministry  Please con-

sider packing a shoebox with items 

for a child who would not have a Christmas if it 

weren’t for you.  Boxes, labels and more infor-

mation are now available in the Welcome Cen-

ters.  You are encouraged to take one or 

more!  Deadline for shoeboxes is November 21.  Please pray about this wonder-

ful ministry and contribute! 
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ORUMC ACTIVITIES 

Boy Scout Troop 139  

Chili Fundraiser 
 

Quarts of hearty meat and 

bean chili are $8 each.  The 

community can support the 

scouts in three ways:  

 

 Pre-order quarts to be delivered to your home on the 

afternoon of 10/17/21 by  

 e-mailing oakridgetroop139@gmail.com by 10/11/21 

(include name, address, number of quarts needed, and 

phone number) 

 Stop by Oak Ridge United Methodist Church 

on 10/16/21 during the God.Loves.Guilford. 

event to purchase chili by the bowl or quart. 

mailto:oakridgetroop139@gmail.com
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

 

Our regularly scheduled 

blood drive will be on 

Monday, Oct 11. The Red 

Cross is experiencing the 

lowest blood supply in a 

very long time. You can 

be a part of the solution. 

Please take an hour or so 

of your time to help save 

lives. A link to the signup 

for appointments is on 

the church website here:  

http://www.oakridgeumc.org/events. Appointments help us process donors more effi-

ciently, but we will welcome walk-ins and process them as quickly as possible. There 

is a particularly severe shortage of type O blood. If you cannot donate with us, please 

donate somewhere soon. Someone, somewhere, needs that unit of blood more than 

you do. Your body will replace it. 

http://www.oakridgeumc.org/events
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Join us as for our October 6, 

Wednesday Night Fellowship Meal! 
We’d like folks to come out, have a meal together, and join us for an 

Old Fashion Hymn Sing-a-Long. 

 

$8.50 for adults and $5.00 for children. 

 

Menu: 
 

Lasagna/Vegetarian 
Lasagna/Meat Sauce 

Baked Spaghetti 
Salad/Bread 

Homemade Desserts 

 

WEDNESDAY 

 

NIGHT 

 

FELLOWSHIP 



 7 

RESPONDING TO THE AFGHAN CRISIS ON AMERICAN SOIL 
Buried in work, registering masses as they arrive, when suddenly every worker and volunteer stops what they 
are doing. As this sea of people emerge onto the tarmac, they enthusiastically order themselves in two rows. 
Cheering erupts as the plane door opens so many people ….. emotions, questions, concerns,  
…. Arrive 
…. Safely 
…. Home. 
  
Some of those facing the greatest danger are the men and women who served alongside U.S. troops. Now 
their association with the U.S. puts their lives and the lives of their families in imminent danger. While many 
of these men and women have Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs) pending, they are currently trapped in Kabul 
facing violence and death if not quickly evacuated. Many others do not have this status, but have other rea-
sons to fear for their lives and also need evacuation and help.  
  

Presently, 25,000-30,000 Afghans have been evacuated to neighboring countries, and many have been pro-
cessed to come the United States for resettlement. World Relief staff are on the ground at various military ba-
ses around the country providing immediate support and services as evacuees continue to arrive.  
 

SERVING OUR NEW NEIGHBORS (SIVS & HUMANITARIAN PAROLEES)  
  
The Afghan Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) program was estab-
lished under the Afghan Allies Protection Act of 2009, with the 
intention of facilitating the expedited visa processing of Afghans 
whose lives were being threatened as a result of their service 
alongside the US military.   
  
The United States has prioritized 70,000 Afghans to be evacuat-
ed over the next few weeks. Of the 70,000, 20,000 are entering 
as SIVs. Afghan evacuees who are not considered SIVs will be 
given humanitarian parole status with temporary permission to 
enter the United States due to the crisis. However, as parolee 
status dictates, they will not have the traditional range of bene-
fits that are given to refugees and SIVs. This means the govern-
ment will not provide housing, food assistance, language and 
job services and medical and mental health services. This is 

where our partners like you join the story – many who have already joined us in this work, and others consid-
ering their role in the response.  
 
World Relief remains at the forefront of resettlement work in the United States, and will continue to advocate 
that we uphold our moral responsibility to safely evacuate Afghan allies who risked their lives to protect Amer-
ican troops and civilians ahead of the Taliban takeover.   

MISSIONS 
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 TOGETHER, WE WILL RESPOND  
  
Thanks to the support of people like you, World Relief has been responding to disasters and crises for the past 
75 years. Today, in the face of this crisis, our mission to serve the most vulnerable remains unchanged.   
  
In fact, it is for moments like this that World Relief exists -- to stand with those suffering in vulnerable situations 
and equip our communities to do the same. As we face this unprecedented time of uncertainty and turmoil, you 
can count on World Relief to respond effectively and quickly to the urgent needs of the Afghan community.  
  
URGENT NEEDS  
  
World Relief is estimated to resettle at least 5,000 Afghan evacuees in the next few weeks, and has already be-
gun that work in many offices. Individuals given humanitarian “parolee” status will arrive with little more than a 
carry-on suitcase. They will need stable housing, food, medical and mental health attention, and job search and 
language support.   
 
We need heroes like you...  
  
To support a family of four in crisis, in their first 90 days of arrival it will cost $10,000 per house-
hold to ensure that each family is given housing, medical care, food and access to case manage-
ment services as they move toward independence. The need is massive and beyond what we’ve seen in 
our 40 years of resettlement work.  
  
TOGETHER WE CAN CHANGE THE OUTCOME  
  
During this unprecedented season, we are continuing to respond to the urgent needs of the refugee and immi-
grant communities in our cities. We know we are stronger when we stand together.   
  
As we navigate through the days ahead, would you help sustain vital services for the foreign-born?  If you, or an 
organization you know, has rapid response funds available, would you help us meet the urgent needs of our 
newest neighbors? Many were a lifeline to our troops and humanitarian efforts in Afghanistan. Now we 
can be a lifeline to them.  
  

 

NEW: Crisis Response Team  

When Paul said in 2 Timothy 4:2 to be ready in season and out to preach the Word, the words "BE READY" stand out to 

me. We must be on standby, be prepared, not just to give a word of encouragement, but to help others in their darkest night 

-- right then, the moment they need it most.  

Jesus gave us such an example in Luke chapter 10. When face to face with a dying stranger, the Good Samaritan didn't turn 

a blind eye or walk on the other side of the street. He met the imminent need of a man he would never see again. We don't 

have to wonder if it's our Biblical responsibility to help our neighbors because Jesus said it is.  

And who is our neighbor? The one who is in need -- whether next door or across the globe. There are floods in the NC 

mountains and Louisiana, fires out west, oppression and unrest in Afghanistan. It seems crises lurk at every turn. As those 

who name the Name of Jesus, we must be ready, in season and out, to bring a healing balm to a hurting world. 

In answer to the Lord's command, we have started a Crisis Response Team to meet immediate needs when unexpected 

tragedy strikes. It may mean financial gifts to get families out of danger. It may mean donating food and water. It may 

mean hopping on a bus to help rebuild a destroyed home. I'm suiting up and showing up. Will you answer the call with me 

and say, "Here am I, Lord, send me?"  

Your current urges to respond, are worth acting on! If you would like to physically travel to and act on the opportunity to 

those facing disaster are being made. Please Contact Max Kern or Laura.Campbell@oakridgeumc.org  

*(if you don’t get a response please contact the church to make sure your email did not go into spam.)  

 

If you would like to give over and above your commitment to ORUMC to the emergency organizations mobilized and 

working like World Relief in the previous article, or UMCOR the United Methodist Committee on Relief, please indicate 

accordingly on your gift. 

mailto:Laura.Campbell@oakridgeumc.org
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MISSION OF THE MONTH 
(October) 

Guilford Backpack Ministry is a 100% volunteer organiza-

tion that was started 10+ years ago by Oak Ridge Unit-

ed Methodist Church. Our mission is to follow Jesus' in-

structions to feed the children. We have been blessed to be 

able to do so with the continued support of the congrega-

tion,  both physically and financially.  

Approximately 15%+ of the students, in the 10 Northern 

and Northwest Guilford schools we serve, are food inse-

cure.  We provide all students enlisted in our program with 

snacks and meals for the weekend, holidays, and school 

breaks. Without this food, many of these students would 

return to school having eaten little food over the weekend.   

As the mission of the month we are asking all church members to fill a shopping bag with any or 

all of the items from our menu. Or you can make a donation of $35 and we will fill one for you. A 

full sponsorship donation of $350 will feed a student every weekend of the school year, provide 

extra food over breaks, and cover holiday meal gift cards.  

We also ask for your continued prayers for all of the students and their families.  As government 

assistance reduces we expect the number of families needing assistance to increase throughout 

the year.  God has always provided for this ministry through our church and the communi-

ty.  We want to thank you for your continual support of this ministry. For more information,  find 

us on Facebook or email us at guilfordbpministry@gmail.com 

Pantry needs are as follows: 

 

Peanut Butter 16 oz. (Plastic only) 

Jelly 20-30oz.  (Plastic only) 

Mac & Cheese 

Instant Mashed Potatoes 4 oz. 

Canned Tuna 5oz. 

Canned Chicken 12.5oz 

Canned Beef Stew/or Chili 15-20oz 

Spaghetti Noodles 16oz 

Dried Beans 1 lb. 

Bags of Rice 1 or 2 lb. 

 

Canned Fruit 

Canned Veggies 

Boxes of Cereal 

Instant Oatmeal Packets 

Granola Bars 

Peanut Butter Crackers 

Cereal Bars 

Individually Wrapped Snacks 

mailto:guilfordbpministry@gmail.com
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Nurses Notes 

Continued on next page 



 11 



 12 

ORUMC Staff 
Senior Pastor, Rev. Andy Lambert, andy.lambert@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690  

Associate Pastor, Adult Discipleship, Rev. Susan Mitchell, susan.mitchell@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690; cell 336-549-9251 

Associate Director, Congregational Care, Ken Chester, ken.chester@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690, ext. 286 

Director, Children & Family Ministries, Larissa Brown, larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 203 

Associate Director, Adult Choirs, Lynn Gordon, lynn.gordon@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 289 

Director, Crosswalk Worship,  Casey Whitt, casey.witt@oaridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 287 

Director, Weekday School, Jamie Hatchell, Director, jamie.hatchell@oakridgeumc.org 336-643-4690 ext 208 

Director, Youth Ministries, Harrison Hart, harrison.hart@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 204 

Director, Missional Discipleship, Laura Campbell, laura.campbell@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 288 

Director, Guest & Volunteer Ministries, Bev Miller, bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 220 

Director, Finance, Monica Bogle, monica.bogle@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 218 

Media Producer, Eric Hearn, eric.hearn@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Facilities Manager, Ron Couthen, ron.couthen@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Sr. Pastor’s Assistant/Scheduling & Membership Coordinator, Phyllis Rowe, phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 211 

Ministry Support Assistant, Tara Blake, tara.blake@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 201 
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