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Missio Dei – (Latin for “Mission of God”)  

In the spring of 2019, Oak Ridge UMC will be launching a 

very unique satellite congregation in the greater 

Greensboro area.  This new mission focused community 

of faith will be targeting young adults and others who 

might be hesitant to attend a traditional church setting 

but would love to be part of concrete ministries that help 

hurting people.   Missio Dei will invite people to the very 

New Testament principle of church not in a building but 

in active ministry.  Instead of meeting in a building, they 

will meet at different places of ministry, e.g. food 

pantries, neighborhoods, homes or prison ministry 

settings.  Worship, discipleship, and community will be 

an integral part of these mission sites, but this truly 

promises to be church in a new way.  With the vision of 

our leadership and the generous support of our annual 

conference, Oak Ridge is bringing Jason Boggs on staff 

beginning September 1st.  Jason will be doing the 

preparation for this launch this fall while attending Duke 

Divinity School in a student pastor type role.  Jason will 

live in Greensboro (the heart of where this ministry will 

be doing outreach) with his wife Jennifer and their 

daughter Grace. 

 

A Note from the Pastor 

 

 

Continued on Page 2 



Questions: 

When people join Missio Dei will they be    
members at Oak Ridge UMC? 

Yes!  This is a satellite campus (without a campus). 

Will we see these new members on Sunday 
morning?  

Probably not often, but as a part of a larger        
ministry in youth, children’s ministries, local and 
international missions we will be one community 
of faith working together. 

Will Jason be at Oak Ridge UMC every Sunday?  

Jason will be with us some but most Sundays he 
will be in other Christian Communities building 
support for Missio Dei. 

Will Missio Dei eventually be a church on their 
own?  

Because this is a unique new faith community 
launch, we don’t know yet what it will look like in 
the future.  We may have a connection for a very 
long time or we may get Mission Dei off and       
running and thank God for our part in launching a 
new United Methodist Church.  The Western North 
Carolina Annual Conference of the United         
Methodist Church has made a generous four year 
financial commitment to Oak Ridge UMC and the 
launch of Missio Dei, but there will be benchmarks 
and metrics for success all along the way. 

 

 

 

What role will Oak Ridge UMC play?  

Pastor Andy and other staff will be giving guidance 
and support to this work but it will be Jason who 
leads.  Lay leaders in our church with gifts and 
graces in particular areas of expertise will also be 
assisting Jason in very practical skills related to 
mission and outreach endeavors 

Is this a big deal? 

Yes.  I believe many people will come to know 
Christ and live for him because we are stepping out 
in faith and obedience.  Pray for Jason and Oak 
Ridge UMC. 

   Pastor Andy 

 

A Note from the Pastor 

My children, our love should 
not be just words and talk; it 
must be true love, which 
shows itself in action.  

    1 John 3:18  



Upcoming Events 

Inflatables, Trunk or 

Treat, Popcorn, Snow 

Cones and More! 

 

Sunday, September 9—Wednesday, September 12

7:00pm 

Guest Speakers and Special Music Each Night 

Sunday night Rev. Dr. Michael Kurtz with and the Gospel Ridge Blue Grass Band 

Monday night  Rev. Karen Kurtz with Mercy’s Well 

Tuesday night Rev. Dr. Terry Moore with Donnie Baldridge 

Wednesday night  Rev. Dr. Tim Reaves with DC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLOW (God. Love. Our. Worship.)  

Beginning Wednesday, September 19 
from 6:00-7:00pm for children in     
Kindergarten through 5th grade.  Kids 
will experience playing chimes/bells, 
singing, games, devotion moment and 
practice for our Children’s Christmas 

 

Calling all 6th -12th graders 

Join us for our BACK-2-SCHOOL BASH 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 16TH  

6PM-8PM 

 

FREE FOOD, CONCERT AND GAMES 

BRING A FRIEND! 

Hosted by Oak Ridge UMC  

Andy Lambert, Hood House Band, The Ridge 

2424 Oak Ridge Road, Oak Ridge NC 

336-643-4690 

Running Wild 
School, family, and life…not just surviving, but nailing it! 



Welcome Home 
Celebration,  

Sunday September 9th,  

Summer vacations have come to an end, school has started back, and we are finally starting to settle 
into our daily routines.  Oak Ridge UMC's Welcome Home Celebration is the perfect opportunity to jump 
back into your church life!  We will have ONE combined worship service in the Family Life Center at 
10:30am on Sunday, September 9th, immediately followed by a time of Fellowship, Food, and Fun.....you 
won't want to miss this special opportunity to reconnect with your ORUMC church family!!!  (Please 
note that on this particular Sunday there will be no Discipleship Hour/Sunday School classes, and there 
will be no morning Fellowship Time coffee and snacks.) 

 

Come for the Food! 

Libby Hill Seafood Restaurant will provide chicken, fish, slaw, fries and hushpuppies (cooked fresh for 
us in the back parking lot!).  We are asking the congregation to provide additional sides, salads, and 
desserts as you are able, according to the suggested groupings below (based on the first letter of your 
last name): 

A-J  Dessert 

K-P  Salads 

Q-Z  Side Dishes (hot or cold) 

Please bring your items to the FLC Kitchen prior to the start of the 10:30am worship service.  Be sure to 
label all containers so that we can return them to you afterwards. 

 

Come for the Fun & Fellowship! 

We will have bounce houses (with supervision provided!), corn hole, ping pong, basketball, carnival 
games (made by our very own youth group!), snow cones and popcorn outside for everyone to 
enjoy.  Feel free to bring your own outdoor games, chairs, blankets, etc. to add to all the fun!  Enjoy 
catching up with your church family, while watching the kids run around having a blast.  Take the 
opportunity to introduce yourself to unfamiliar faces (we've had a lot of new members join this past 
year!).  This day is for YOU.....relax and have fun.....WELCOME HOME!! 

 

Come to Help! 

We all know these events don't happen by themselves.....it takes a lot of work to make it a success.  If 
you are interested in helping with this event, please contact Kim Jackson at 704-576-8429 or 
kjacksonathome@gmail.com.  We will gladly accept your help in ANY way that you would like to offer 
(kitchen duty, food setup, table/chair setup, table decorations, manning the drink table, etc.).  Please 
don't assume that we have all the help we need.....there is never enough!! 

 

mailto:kjacksonathome@gmail.com


Sixteen percent of the children in our local area are at 
risk for going hungry.  During the school year ORUMC’s 
NW Guilford Area Backpack Ministry is helping reduce 
that number by following Jesus’ instruction to feed the 
children.   The ministry shows Jesus’ love by providing 
backpacks full of food on the weekends, holiday meals 
for Christmas and Easter and a birthday treat.  In 
addition, we supply the children with school supplies 
and hats and gloves. 
 
In conjunction with the beginning of school, Northwest 
Guilford Area Backpack Ministry is kicking off with a 
church-wide food drive and fund raising for the 2018- 
2019 school year.  We are anticipating a quick start and 
expect to feed over 100 children on day one and serve 
150 or more by the end of the school year.  This year 
our goal is to add more schools in our area and provide 
additional food to our children.  During the month of 
September, please prayerfully consider completing the 
form on page 7and sponsoring a child and/or donating 
food from our food drive list (see the list on the right 
and/or grab a bag to fill from the lobby). 
 
A full sponsorship of $375* will cover the cost of 
providing a backpack filled with nutritious food on a 
weekly basis, holiday meals and a birthday gift.  You can 
also select partial sponsorships whereby you can feed a 
child for 6 months, 3 months or 2 months or a week 
($250, $125, $83 or $10 respectively).   All monetary 
donations will be applied toward a full sponsorship, 
regardless of the amount.  By making food donations, 
you assist us in keeping our budgeted cost at $375 - 
almost half the actual cost and allow us to fill the 
backpacks with more food! 
 
*You may pay by check, cash or credit card.  Please 
make checks out to ORUMC “Backpacks” and deliver/
mail with this form to Oak Ridge UMC.  If you would like 
to pay by credit card, please go to oakridgeumc.org and 
select “Giving” then select “Backpack Club” and follow 
the instructions; then submit the Sponsorship form via 
email to NWGABPMinistry@gmail.com or mail a hard 
copy to the church office. 
 

Mission of the Month—Northwest Guilford Area Backpack Ministry 

Single Serving Oatmeal Packets  

 1 Pouch of Muffin Mix (7oz) 

 1 Canned Peaches or Mixed Fruit (15oz) 

 2 Canned Vegetables (any below (14.5oz)):  
            Green Beans 
             Kidney Beans 
            Black Beans 
            Tomatoes 
            Peas  
            Carrots 
            Corn 
            Mixed Vegetables  

 Pouch of Instant Potatoes (4oz) 

 Peanut Butter (16oz, plastic jars only) 

 Jelly (20 or 22oz, squeezable plastic jars only)  

 2 “Protein packed foods”:  
              1 Canned Beef Stew (20 oz or smaller) 
               1 Canned Chili (15 oz) 

              2 Canned Chicken (12.5oz)’ 

 1 Macaroni & Cheese (7.25oz) 

 A family snack: 
             Microwave Popcorn 

             6.6 oz bag of goldfish 

 

Thank you so much for your support in helping us end 

weekend hunger in our community! 

Backpack Food Donations 

 

http://oakridgeumc.org/
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NORTHWEST GUILFORD AREA BACKPACK MINISTRY 

Our mission is to follow Jesus’ instructions to feed the children. 

We provide a backpack of nutritious food to food-insecure students to take home on Friday after school.  

Without this food, many of these students would return to school having eaten little food over the weekend. 

 

We are helping our neighbors.  The children we serve 

attend schools in the Northwest Guilford area.  Currently we 

serve Oak Ridge, Stokesdale and Summerfield Elementary 

and NW Middle and High School and Northern Middle 

School.  All the students are from low-income families and 

qualify for the federal free lunch program. (If you are a         

family in our community that needs assistance and have not 

received an application, please ask your school counselor.) 

WHO DO WE HELP? 

 

WEEKLY FOOD: 

Each week’s menu varies, but includes two weekend meals, 

complete with meat or beans, pasta or rice, and canned           

vegetables.  Depending on the week we also include fruits, 

breakfast foods & peanut butter and snacks for the weekend.  

They also receive five individually wrapped snacks for the       

following school week. 

Extras: 

Through 100% donations we also supply School Supplies and 

Hats and Gloves.  

Each child also receives a Gift card for their birthday. 

Holiday Meals for the families (typically Christmas &       

Easter).  

WHAT DOES A CHILD RECEIVE? 

 

  

 

 Fill a paper bag with the requested food items by September 30th Homecoming Food Drive. 

 Make a financial contribution—any size, any amount is greatly appreciated! 

 Donate food from our menu at any time.  Every donated item is one less that we have to purchase.  

Any item(s) from our list can be dropped in the office lobby of ORUMC church – there is a marked 

cabinet that says “Backpacks”.  

 Volunteer your time (we are 100% staffed by volunteers) 

 WE STILL NEED VOLUNTEERS TO DELIVER BACKPACKS ONCE A MONTH AT SOME OF OUR 

SCHOOLS .  (Please contact Amy Bruce if you can help, abruce22@triad.rr.com) 

HOW CAN YOUHELP? 

CONTACT US AT NWGABPMinistry@gmail.com 



A full sponsorship will cover the cost of providing a Backpack filled with nutritious food on a weekly basis, holiday meals and a 
birthday gift. All monetary donations will be applied toward a full sponsorship, regardless of the amount.   

 

You may pay by check, cash or credit card.  Please make checks out to ORUMC “Backpacks” and deliver/mail with this form to 
Oak Ridge UMC.  If you would like to pay by credit card, please go to OakRidgeUMC.org and select “Giving”; then submit this 
form via email to NWGABPministry@gmail.com, or mail a hard copy. 

Sponsorship Option/Donation – Please mark your choice     

Contact Information         Date: 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 

If you are interested in volunteering in any of the areas below, please let us know.  

 

Thank you for your support!  If you have any questions, please email: NWGABPMinistry@gmail.com  

Full Sponsorship: 

  9 months = 1 school year 

☐Full Payment $375 

  

☐Twice a Year $187.50 

    Aug/Jan 

  

Feed a Child for: 
☐$250 

    (6 months) 

☐$125 

    (3 months) 

☐$83 

    (2 months) 

Other Amount: ☐$     

☐Delivering filled Backpacks to area schools (by end of the school day on Thursdays) 

☐Picking up empty Backpacks at area schools and bringing back to ORUMC (typically on Tuesdays) 

☐Packing the Backpacks at ORUMC (typically on Wednesdays) 

☐Helping with Food Drives 

☐Donating items for special occasions 

Tax Id Information 
Please note we are a ministry at Oak Ridge United Methodist Church who has had a 501©(3) Status since 1974. 

Tax Id # is 56-1293108 

NORTHWEST GUILFORD AREA BACKPACK MINISTRY 

Our mission is to follow Jesus’ instructions to feed the children. 

Sponsorship Form 

Contact Name   

Group Name/Company name   

Street Address   

City, ST ZIP   

Primary Phone  

E-Mail Address   

Church Affiliation/Memorial   



 Nurse’s Notes 



September is National Recovery Month  

 

Suicide now takes more lives annually than car 
accidents.  The CDC has reported that deaths by suicide 
are up 25% since 1999 and the largest increase in 
suicide is middle age persons between the ages of 45-64 
and among white women.  More than 36,000 people in 
the United States die by suicide every year.  It is this 
country's 10th leading cause of death.   Among youth 
aged 15 to 24, suicide is the third leading cause of death.  
Our faith communities can be a place to talk openly 
about suicide, to provide education on recognizing the 
signs and symptoms and a place to offer care and 
support for persons touched by suicide. 

 

 

 

 

When a friend or family member 

develops a mental health condition, it's 

important to know that you're not alone.  

Many Americans have experienced caring 

for a person with mental illness.  One in 

25 Americans lives with a serious mental 

health condition.  Mental health 

professionals have effective treatments 

for most of these conditions, yet in any 

given year, only 60% of people with a 

mental illness get mental health care. 

As a result, family members and 

caregivers often play a large role in 

helping and supporting them. Millions of 

people have experienced the thoughts 

and questions you might be having now.  

You may be trying to help a family 

member who doesn't have access to care 

or doesn't want help.  Or you may want to 

learn how to support and encourage 

someone who has been hospitalized or     

experienced a similar mental health 

crisis. 

 

The mission of NAMI North Carolina is to 

provide support, education, advocacy, 

and public awareness so that all affected 

by mental illness can build better lives.  

FREE classes for caregivers and family 

begin in September.  Contact Phoebe 

Patterson at phoebep@triad.rr.com or 

336-202-3112 for more information. 

 

 

National Suicide Prevention Week – 

 September 9-15 

World Suicide Prevention Day – 

 September 10 

mailto:phoebep@triad.rr.com


 

Please join us for delicious weekly dinners in the Family Life Center  

from 5:30-6:30pm  

as we kickoff our SECOND season of Feed & Seed 

 beginning Wednesday September 12!  

 

The purpose of our initial season of Feed & Seed was to provide an opportunity for our church family 
attending services at different times to come together and fellowship while enjoying a meal and a 
short message. We learned SO MUCH this first season!!! 

 

 We learned the importance of RSVPs!  By Monday, please. You can sign up on the back of the 
Connection card in your church bulletin, by using the weekly Signup Genius link to sign up 
online, or by contacting Tara Shelton in the front office. 

In our first season, we experienced both shortages AND overages of food, due to lack of RSVPs and 
cancellation notices.  With your timely communication, this will not be a future situation  

If this happened to your family, please give this a SECOND CHANCE!  

 We learned what types of food that our congregation prefers and which caterers work best at 
affordable prices—Not to mention that YOU DON’T HAVE TO COOK, shop for, prepare, or 
wash dishes!  Who doesn’t want a night off from those responsibilities?! 

We learned that you have to GUARD your plate if you’re sitting anywhere close to Pastor Andy! 

We’ve learned how best to make this a good value for families eating out.  GOOD NEWS – This 
season we LOWERED suggested prices to $5 per person with a family maximum of $20.          
How good is that???  

We learned how many people it requires for this meal to be served.  This is where we are seeking 
volunteers to: greet, sign up, set up, clean up and break down.  Please contact Kim 
Jackson at kjacksonathome@gmail.com if God calls you and/or your group to help.  

Last, but not least, we learned what a blessing it was to share a meal, make new friends and learn 
more about our church family in this informal setting.  

 

 

mailto:kjacksonathome@gmail.com


VBS 2018 







ORUMC Staff 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Andy Lambert, andy.lambert@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690  

Associate Pastor, Rev. Christi Taylor, Christi.taylor@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Adult Discipleship, Rev. Susan Mitchell, susan.mitchell@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 222 

Children & Family Ministries, Larissa Brown, larissa.brown@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 203 

Music Ministries, Tim Sessoms, Interim Dir. of Adult Choir  tim.sessoms@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 223 

Weekday School, Jamie Hatchell, Director, jamie.hatchell@oakridgeumc.org 336-643-4690 ext 208 

Associate Director of Missio Dei, Jason Boggs, Jason.boggs@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Welcome & Witness, Emily-Sarah Lineback, emily-sarah.lineback@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext. 221 

Youth & Young Adults, Tracey Ring, Interim Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Ministries, tracey.ring@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

ext. 204 

Worship Arts, Bev Miller, bev.miller@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Media Producer, Derek Southern, derek.southern@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

Director of Operations, Glenn Crihfield, glen.crihfield@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 219 

Associate Director of Finance, Jennifer Haymore, jennifer.haymore@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 218 

Facility & Membership Coordinator, Phyllis Rowe, phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 211 

Receptionist, Tara Shelton, tara.shelton@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 ext 201 

Interim Office Assistant, Kim Barnes, kim.barnes@oakridgeumc.org, 336-643-4690 

 

SHOES DISTRIBUTION KEEP KASUNGAMI KIDS HEALTHY, HAPPY AND THRIVING. 

 

In Kasungami and its surrounding villages, walking is the primary mode of            
transportation.  Every day children are prevented from attending school.  Walking   
becomes unbearable.   
 
Many kids are often exposed to unsanitary conditions that lead to diseases such as 
hookworm and threadworm, “jiggers”. These diseases lead to sickness, even death.  
They also keep children out of school leaving them without an education and continu-

ing the cycle of poverty.  So, it was exciting and special, hundreds of children in Kasungami and its sur-
rounding areas for children to receive a brand new pair of shoes on their feet, socks, Colgates, and 
brushes, including nutritious food, some for the first time in their lives, thanks to an on-going supports.  
Children are thankful and happy for such kind of gifts.  The shoes complement other interventions are 
being done and forms part of the comprehensive services provided and the essential services to orphan 
and vulnerable children., said “Kintu”,13 years old boy  With your help of a good pair of shoes; we pro-
vide a life-changing solution.   
 
Thanks for the donation to ORUMC and Sydney’s team. 
 
(Article from Isaiah Njimbu Chot thanking ORUMC for the Shoes & Socks donation) 
Provided by Bev & Ed Wentz 

mailto:susan.mitchell@oakridgeumc.org
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GOD at WORK  Kairos 

(Originated with Upper Room: AUG 4, 2018 7:10AM:  

REFERENCE: Isaiah 11:1) 

Earlier this week, I served 3 days on the outside team 

for Kairos #48.  During my 18 years with this 

ministry, beginning with Kairos 12, I mostly served on 

the inside team (about 30 times); listening, loving and 

being Christ’s hands and feet for 42 residents at our 

state's maximum security prison in Raleigh.  On the 

outside team, we prepare large amounts of great food 

for men who rarely sit down to (recognizable) beef or 

chicken, fresh fruit and vegetables, or to cobblers, 

banana pudding, and other desserts.  The inside and 

outside teams are separated by a couple miles; but, 

we share a common objective to introduce the 

residents to Christ.  The outside team included myself 

and about 10-14 women; a light-hearted, but 

determined, well-oiled machine.  

Kairos also includes a monthly reunion for team 

members, and any graduates who want to attend; so, I 

have made innumerable friends among the residents 

over the years; many I didn’t know on their weekend.  

For all of us who correspond, our relationships run 

deep.  Last month, I received a letter from Stephen 

(not his name); the first letter from him in 9 months.  

At his Kairos 15 years ago, we sat at a table next to 

each other.  He was a very quiet 22 year-old; 

preferring just to listen throughout the whole 

weekend.  I have not the slightest idea (or interest) in 

the nature of his crime, nor the amount of time he has 

left.  He and I just know we will do it together.  

Stephen is for me, the sprout described in Isaiah 11:1 

(August 4th Upper Room).   The author’s illustration is 

a tiny sprout which arose in a large, fallen tree after a 

life-threatening hurricane in the eastern U.S.   

     (continued on page 16) 

 

 

 

 

 

New SHORT-TERM Discipleship  

Opportunity 

Emotionally Healthy Spirituality  

by Peter Scazzero  

Wednesdays, 6:30 – 8:00 pm, 

Room F219 ,  

10 week study:  

Begins September 19th 

Contact: Herb McClintick;  

popeherbster1@yahoo.com 

Does it bother you when you look back    

wondering, if you are your own worst enemy 

in certain situations?  Is your “shadow self”   

hiding brokenness, self-doubt, fear, resent-

ments, abuses, desires for revenge? 

 

Let’s not second guess ourselves into           

paralysis.  Emotionally Healthy Spiritually, by 

Pastor Scazzero, shows  proven ways to help 

us work through actions and attitudes that 

create inner conflict.  Scazzero’s book is   

available for purchase through                 

Cokesbury.com or Amazon.  Let’s let Christ 

Jesus rework our DNA. 

mailto:popeherbster1@yahoo.com


During our second day, I watched as he took notes; 

I could tell he was trying to learn Hebrew and 

mentioned it.  I told him about my hunger to learn 

Russian in H.S. and about my 2 years with it in 

college, when I apparently spoke it in my sleep.  He 

said he wanted try Greek next.  Since our short-

time together in person, we have corresponded.  

Initially, his letters would include short messages 

in Hebrew.  He has now also mastered Greek and 

Aramaic.  We both fondly recall our close spiritual 

connection from Kairos; the Lord strongly draws 

Stephen to residents who are sad, discouraged or 

hopeless.  We also discuss scriptural insights he 

receives from his language work.  Since his last 

letter, in addition to his personal language studies, 

and outreach, he has been training rescue dogs for 

families.  This makes a special impact on the dog, 

on Stephen, and on the family who receives the 

dog.  In a special ceremony, Stephen presents the 

trained dog to the adopting family.  Praise God!  

Stephen’s final piece of news:  Shortly, he will 

transfer to Nash Correctional.  He applied to, and 

was accepted for a 4-year program with 

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary.  He’ll 

have in depth Bible study/analysis, including 

application of his language skills, prayer, 

preaching, counseling, administration, etc., all on 

his path to ordination.  How will God use Stephen?  

He may call him to remain in prison.  We can’t 

know, and none of us should ‘anticipate’ God’s call 

on our life.  This morning at our Bible study in the 

jail, we discussed God’s call: One guy mentioned he 

had been called to ministry.  Residents in the jail 

and shelter often express their desire to return to 

church when they get ‘back on their feet’.  Yet, the 

jail and shelter are profound mission fields.  If we 

seek God every day, wherever we are, in whatever 

condition, and ask Him to put someone in our path, 

He will!  Watch for it!  When we focus God’s love 

on others, rather than self-pity, we grow.  

Stephen’s growth in prison thus far arose with his 

love for others; after school, how much farther will 

the Lord take him? I ’m blessed to have Stephen as 

a brother in Christ.  Prayers please:  A program 

called ‘Short Journey’ is now underway at Central 

Prison.  It is modeled after Kairos, and brings 

Christ to our ~160 Death Row residents.  Praise 

God! 

Submitted by Dan Nelson 

 

GOD at WORK  Kairos 

(cont. from page 15) 

Items to donate for the Guatemala Mission Trip 

 Clothes and footwear: 

 Bras – all sizes, new or slightly used          
     including breast feeding bras 

 T-shirts – all sizes, new or slightly used – no 
     alcohol or suggestive printing 

 Underwear – all sizes new or slightly used 

 Flip flops 

 Shoes for adults and children, no extra large 
     sizes for adults 

 Men’s shirts and pants, smaller sizes 

 Children clothes, all sizes 

 Socks, all sizes 

 Sweaters, jackets, all sizes 

 Warm hats for children 

Toys:   Small stuffed animals (beany baby size) 

 Small toys 

 Soccer balls deflated, beach balls, rubber 
     balls, jump ropes 

Personal Care: 

 Toothbrushes and toothpaste (buy or ask 
     your dentist to donate) 

 Bars of soap (not the small travel bottles) 

 Combs and brushes 

 Thin towels 

Misc. Items: 

 Eye glasses – readers, prescriptions, sun
     glasses, new and used (can be bought at 
     the Dollar Tree store) 

 Flat sheets – any size and pillow cases 

 Clothesline, clothes pins – but no detergent 



 

 

I had what was a pretty typical day for me.  It seems I was busy all day doing the normal things I do.  I 
got up from my comfortable bed in my comfortable house with running water, electricity, inside   
plumbing and toilets that flush.  I go to my kitchen with most every appliance ready to use.  I turn on the 
tap and all the sparkling clean water I could ever use comes right out of my faucet.  I don't even give it a 
second thought.  There is always clean water to drink or cook with, clean water to bathe in, clean water 
to even clean with.  I make a great cup of coffee with my clean water in my special little coffee maker.  I 
decide it is time to eat something for breakfast so I go to my big refrigerator just stuffed with everything 
you could ever need and find some bacon and eggs.  I turn on my gas stove, a fire just appears and I am 
cooking the bacon and eggs.  Sure does smell good!  I know I have to clean up now so I put all my pretty 
dishes in my nice dishwasher and turn it on.  

Then, I remembered where I was the middle of October, just last year.  I was in the middle of the jungle 
of a small village in Guatemala.  Sitting down at my nice comfortable table here, I think back to the      
typical day for most women there.  They start their day very early, rising from a bed made from a few 
boards nailed together and four short legs, trying to get their bed off the damp dirt floor.   It is covered 
with a few blankets they had to make themselves on a loom.  They go outside since there is no indoor 
plumbing to flush.  There is one lightbulb hanging in the small house made of wood slats or maybe    
adobe walls.  There is no refrigeration to keep food fresh so everyday they head down the street to get 
some corn milled so they can make tortillas for their family for breakfast.  When they get back they go 
to their one spigot outside to get water to cook with.  Did I mention, the water is contaminated with all 
kinds of bugs and parasites that will make them sick?  She must build a fire to cook on so she can cook 
the tortillas she just hand made with the contaminated water.  She builds a fire on the ground with the 
wood she and her family gathered walking through the jungle.  If she is lucky to have money one week, 
she will buy wood if she can not find enough.  She gets the fire started on the ground in her house        
because the rain comes often and put her fire out and they go hungry.  The smoke fills the whole house 
because their is no way to get the smoke out through the tin roof riddled with many holes.  Her eyes  
water and hurt from the smoke but she has to feed her family so she stays and does her cooking duty.  If 
she is lucky enough to have dishes and pots she takes them outside to wash in the concrete basin where 
they also bathe the children and wash the clothes.  She is tired and thirsty from all the smoke so she 
gets a drink of water from the same contaminated water spigot her entire family drinks from. 

People ask those of us who continue to return to Guatemala, year after year, why we go back and why 
we continue to raise money for stoves and water filters.  My life story is different from theirs, I have an 
"easy" life compared to theirs.  Why our life stories are so different, I can not answer.  I do know that 
they are like us in most ways, they love their families, just as we do, work very hard and are just trying 
to survive for another day.  I have seen great poverty there but also great hope, great love and            
compassion and most importantly great faith in God.  We need to support our brothers and sisters in 
Christ and to extend a hand to the unchurched in a loving and kind way so they can see the love of 
Christ through us.  That is why I go and why, I think, most people go back.  Paying the love of Christ   
forward, is the right thing to do.  Please pray for us as we go to serve and I pray your generosity in  
helping us will bring you closer in your walk with God. 

 

          Blessed by God, 

          Shirley Kern 

My Guatemala Experience 



THE RIDGE 

The Ridge Ministry is currently in a transition     

period but the church is working hard to find the 

best Youth and Young Adult ministry leader for 

our church.  In the mean time we have set a fall 

calendar that offers some new and fun ways for 

our youth to have fun and fellowship with one 

another.  Our goal is to lead students to a deeper 

relationship with Christ.  We hope as your child 

participates in The Ridge, they will continue to 

build on the foundation laid by you.  Together we 

can give them opportunities to respond to God’s 

call for their lives.  The more your student gets 

plugged into discipleship groups, mission trips,  

retreats, camps, and other events and programs, 

the more opportunities they have to encounter 

Christ, to discern God’s voice, and to respond. 

During this transition period we are looking for 

adults to help us partner in ministry throughout 

the week as tutors, chaperones for Sunday night 

youth or Open Gym Thursdays.  Please consider 

sharing your gifts with our youth.  I can promise 

you that you will be filled with the contagious joy 

of our youth.  They have a passion for serving 

their creator and learning about Him.   

Please bear with me— I know that this letter is 

long but I feel it’s important information to share.  

Especially, when our youth and others ask “Why 

is youth group important?”  Many people in our 

culture don’t think it’s important considering the 

large amount of students who are not in youth 

groups, but Anthony McLeod gives 3 great rea-

sons why it is vital to your family that your child 

be at youth group every week.  

1. You need allies and echoes 

Your students hear voices every day telling them 

how they should live their lives.  At home they 

hear: “Make sure you do your homework.”  “I 

don’t want you going to that party.”  “Make sure 

you and your girlfriend are staying out of trou-

ble.”  “Make sure you keep Jesus first in your life.”   

At school they hear: “Have you lost your virginity 

yet?  “It’s just a little sip.”  “No one really believes 

in God these days.”  “Live crazy now while you’re 

young.”  What I’ve seen is that in most students’ 

lives, the loudest voice wins.  That makes for an 

extremely tough job for parents.  Your kids are at 

school and with their friends for an average of 8 

hours in the day.  When they are not with their 

friends, they are on social media or watching TV.  

The voice of this culture screams so loud in your 

child’s ear and honestly, 50% of what is being 

said to your child you will never even know they 

heard.  Then there’s you.  You are incredibly     

influential in your child’s world and I’m not say-

ing that your voice isn’t significant.  I’m just say-

ing that the voices of the world are many, and you 

are two parents telling your kids the tough truths 

that many times they might not want to hear.  You 

love them and they feel it and that’s what you 

have going for you, but it’s still a war that is tough 

to win considering the odds.  Your best shot is to 

stack the odds in your favor. 

Youth group give students an opportunity to meet 

in small groups with other students their own age 

to talk about life and to get mentored by a small 

group leader.  Now where else in the world is that 

going to happen for your child?  You have an ally 

in that small group leader.  You have in them 

someone who is fighting the same battle along-

side you.  They are instilling in your child the 

same values that you are instilling in them, and 

the beauty of it is, they have a different kind of 

influence then you have.  They are your ally. 

They are also your echo!  Any time there is an 
echo, there is always a source.  The source says 

something, and those words that were said are 

repeated back from several different directions.  

You are the source, the voice for Christian values 
in your child’s life.  We are the echo.  We say what 

you are already saying, but it’s being repeated 

from a different direction.  
Continued on Page 19 
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Many times, your child needs to hear the same 

message from multiple sources in order to get it. 

2. Your child needs Christian friends  

Building on the allies and echoes idea is this idea 

that your child needs Christian friends.  As your 

children walk through the hallways of their 

schools, they can definitely feel like the minority.  

As much as they need mentors to guide them, they 

need peers to walk alongside them.  When what 

you’ve been taught your whole life is in direct  

contrast to what your peers are saying is cool or 

fun, it’s easy to feel alone and outcast.  When the 

current of the world is so strong, it’s easy to get 

swept away if you don’t have strong peers to help 

you resist.  Your children don’t just need that voice 

of godliness echoing toward them from the church, 

they also need it in the hallways.  If it’s true that 

your students spend about 8 hours at school and 

with their friends per day, then parents and 

church just are not enough.  Your children need to 

find the right influences to surround themselves 

within the hallways.  Where can they find those 

influences?  Youth Group!  Youth group can be a 

resource to you and your family. 

3. Your child needs to see church as a priority 

Do we place far greater significance on things of 

temporal importance than we do on things of  

eternal importance?  Today children are over    

saturated with sports, dance classes, video games, 

plays, band practice…  We have got our priorities 

out of order if we see the other fun things in our 

children’s lives as being more important than 

making sure that they are connected with others 

in the body of Christ.  It’s unrealistic to expect 

100% attendance but imagine what is being com-

municated to a child if church isn’t prioritized. 

I know that parenting in our culture today is not 

easy.  I am always looking for Godly ways to       

encourage myself and my boys as we face the  

challenges of this world.  Anthony’s message just 

reiterates why youth group is so important.        

The Ridge is committed to being an ally and an 

echo for your family.  If you are looking for easy 

ways that you or your youth can get plugged in to 

The Ridge., here are our current opportunities: 

Discipleship Hour (10:05-11:00am) 

Join other middle and high school students and 

some really fun adults each Sunday morning.  This 

is an awesome time to connect with friends and 

God through scripture, fun games, a message, and 

thought-provoking discussions.  We meet through-

out the year in the Youth Lounge D204 (High 

School) and in room F216 (Middle School). 

Sunday Evenings (6:00-8:00pm) FLC 

We hope that your students will find friends on 

Sunday nights through sharing in a time of dinner, 

fellowship, Bible study, and small groups.  We 

meet weekly throughout the school year (with   

exception to holidays and school breaks). 

Wednesday Discipleship Groups (7:00-8:00pm) 

Youth Lounge D204 

Part of growing in our relationship with Christ is 

having friends who journey with us and encourage 

us along the way!  Come be with friends and    

challenged in your faith.  Group Bible studies meet 

for 6-8 weeks each semester.  (Will start once the 

new director is hired.) 

Thursdays - OPEN Ridge (4:00-6:00pm) FLC and 

Cafe  

We want youth to know that the church can be a 

fun place to hang out with their friends.  We open 

the gym and cafe  up every Thursday throughout 

the school year for youth to have a safe place to 

come after school.  They can play Basketball, 

Dodgeball, Ping Pong, GaGa Ball, Nintendo Switch 

games or they can get creative with paint, clay or 

Bible Journaling!  We also offer a list of tutors for 

kids who want to study afterschool.  Thursday 

Open Ridge is a fun-filled way for youth to fellow-

ship while participating in a variety of activities.   

 Continued on Page 20 



(continued from Page 19) 

Prayer Breakfast (7:45-8:20am) 

Throughout the month a small group of students 

meet together to start the day in prayer and build 

friendships that will last a lifetime—first   

Wednesday for Northern students is at Godino’s 

Bakery in Summerfield, first and third Tuesday for 

Northwest students is at McDonald’s in Oak Ridge. 

Transportation to school is provided.  (Will start 

once the new director is hired). 

To receive more information on The Ridge: 

To be added to The Ridge email list, please contact 

Phyllis Rowe at phyllis.rowe@oakridgeumc.org. 

Text “@orumcridge” to 81010 to receive text  re-

minders about events and payment deadlines. 

 

What has the ridge been up to and what do we 

have coming up in September? 

In the short time that I’ve been helping this      

summer I’ve witnessed God do great things in The 
Ridge.  For example, seeing 7th, 9th, 11th and 12th 

grade boys freely dancing to “The Church Clap” in 

the middle of a gas station parking lot!  What a 
cool way to share Gods joy with others?  Or        

witnessing 27 kids help Sole Hope put together 

100’s of medical kits for children in Uganda.  The 

kits will be used to help treat children who suffer 
from a crippling foot parasite called jiggers.  God 

has great plans for our youth.  We continue to 

grow.  We had 55 youth attend our Luau in August 

and I’m hearing a lot of excited chatter about our 
new Open Ridge Thursday ministry.  We’ve 

planned a fun back to school bash (Running Wild) 

Sunday, September 16th from 6-8:30pm for the  
local youth community that will help them kick off 

the new school year.  We are hoping that the youth 

will see that they have brothers and sisters in 

Christ at school and even though they attend      
different churches, they can be of support to one 

another.  We hope that this will help them create a 

strong faith based community in their schools. 

 

Spiritus Group Trip August 2018 

Lunch & Laughs Water War 



 

 

OPEN RIDGE 

Gym Guidelines 
Thursdays, 4:00-6:00pm 

All participants must complete a waiver and emergency contact form before playing. If the participant is a minor (under age 18), a 
parent or guardian must give permission by also signing the form. 

All youth must be picked up promptly at 6:00pm. 

• All participants must sign in at the front desk 

• Be respectful of others and church property. 

• Keep your hands to yourself. 

• No punching, pinching kicking, headlocks, pushing, etc. 

• No running in and out of the building without permission. 

• No swearing or foul language. 

• No food in the gym. 

• The preschool playground is off limits. 

• No dunking, hanging on the rim, grabbing the net.  

• Come to stay – if you leave the building, you may not be readmitted. 

If a youth is injured or involved in a behavioral incident, volunteers 
will call emergency contact number to request the youth be picked up. 

Open Gym Waiver 

Emergency Contact Info: 
By signing, I affirm that I have read the guidelines for Open Gym at Oak Ridge United Methodist Church and agree to follow them as 

a condition of my participation. Further, I understand that Oak Ridge UMC is not responsible for any injury I may receive as a result 

of my participation. 

Participant’s signature/Date________________________________ 

Participant’s name (please print)____________________________  

Date of birth________________ 

Participant’s address (please print)___________________________ 

Participant’s phone number_________________________________ 

Parent or guardian signature if participant is a minor: 

________________________________________Date___________ 

(Signing signifies permission for minor to participate and affirms that the guidelines have been discussed with the participant) 

Emergency contact name(s) and Phone numbers: (1)_____________________________________________________ 

(2)_____________________________________________________ 

Does your youth have any allergies we need to be aware of? Yes/No 

If yes please list here: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________  



Welcome New Members 

The Wood Family 

Kevin and Diane, Kristin and Ashley 

Joined August 19 

Welcome New Staff 

Jason Boggs 

Associate Director of Missio Dei 

Tim Sessoms 

Interim Director of Adult Choir 



CALENDAR  of CHURCH EVENTS  for the month of  September 

Please see the calendar on the church website for complete and up-to-date scheduling information . 

Monday September 3 

Campus Closed for Labor Day 

Tuesday, September 4 

6:30pm Board of Trustees (D215) 

7:00pm Circle of Joy  

7:00pm Stephen Ministers (D219) 

Wednesday, September 5 

9:30am Senior Resource Luncheon (C102) 

2:30pm Precious Memories  

Thursday, September 6 

4:00pm Open Ridge (F112) 

7:00pm Crosswalk Band Rehearsal (F112) 

Friday, September 7 

7:00pm Arriving at Potter’s House to serve 

Sunday, September 9 

10:30am Welcome Home Service 

7:00pm Revival (Sanctuary) 

Monday, September 10 

3:00pm Mary Martha Circle (F206) 

6:30pm Faith Walkers 

6:30pm Kinetic Christians (F112) 

6:30pm Threads of Love (D212) 

7:00pm Revival (Sanctuary) 

Tuesday, September 11 

7:00pm SPRC Meeting (D215) 

7:00pm Revival (Sanctuary) 

Wednesday, September 12 

9:00am Prayer Card Ministry (F202) 

5:30pm Feed and Seed (F112) 

7:00pm Revival (Sanctuary) 

7:00pm Chrismons (D212) 

Thursday, September 13 

4;00pm Open Ridge (F112) 

7:00pm Crosswalk Band Rehearsal  (F112) 

 

 

Sunday, September 16 

12:30pm Club 45—Corn Maze 

6:00pm Back to School Bash 

Tuesday, September 18 

7:00pm Liaison Meeting  (D215) 

7:00pm Stephen Ministers (F219) 

Wednesday, September 19 

5:30pm Feed and Seed (F112) 

Thursday, September 20 

4:00pm Open Ridge (F112) 

6:30pm Cohorts for Christ (F219) 

7:00pm Crosswalk Band Rehearsal  (F112) 

Saturday, September 21 

8:00am First Aid Training (NAMI) (F110) 

Sunday, September 23 

6:00pm THE RIDGE (FLC) 

Monday, September 24 

6:30pm Kinetic Christians (F112) 

6:30pm Threads of Love (D212) 

Tuesday, September 25 

7:00pm Finance CommitteeMeeting (D215) 

Wednesday, September 26 

5:30pm Feed & Seed (F112) 

7:00pm Chrismons (D212) 

Thursday, September 27 

4:00pm Open Ridge (F112) 

7:00pm Crosswalk Band Rehearsal (F112) 

Sunday, September 30 

6:00pm  THE RIDGE (FLC) 



September Worship Volunteers 

Sound Techs  

11:15 Service: 

2— Tim Florence 

9—na 

16—Jeff Linden 

23—Mark Covington 

30—na 

ProPresenter 

8:15 Service: 

2—Edward Jordan 

9—na 

16—na 

23—Sydney Wentz 

30—Mark Holmes 

9:00 Service: 

2—Tony Beam 

9—na 

19—Emily Southern 

23—Cathy Satchell 

30—Tony Bean 

11:15 Service: 

2—Tim Florence 

9—na 

16—William Linden 

23—Graham Royal  

30—na 

    Cameras 

    11:15 Service: 

    2—Tim Florence 

   9—na 

   16—James Linden 

   23—Ben Covington 

   30—na 

 

Ushers 

8:15 Service: 

2—Joyce & Rich Sydell 

9—na 

16—Dan & Jerry Chance 

23—D. & G. Baysinger 

30—Elizabeth & Glenn McKee 

9:00 Service: 

2—M. Hogan, P. Hogan, M. Kiernan, 

       L. Prosser, R. Prosser 

9—na 

16—C. Surette, D. Surette, D. Bailey.  

         H. Bailey, R. Marshburn,, R. Cox   

23—T. Grose,  D. Hall, T. Hall, J. Lee, 

         R. Lee 

30—T. Grose,  D. Hall, T. Hall, J. Lee, 

         R. Lee 

11:15 Service: 

2—R. Floss, R. Lomax, R. Miller,  

       T. Phillips 

9—na 

16—R. Floss, R. Lomax, R. Miller 

        T. Phillips 

23—R. Floss, R. Lomax, R. Miller,  

        T. Phillips 

30—R. Floss, R. Lomax, R. Miller,  

        T. Phillips 

Acolytes 

8:15 Service: 

2—na 

9—na 

16—Amanda Lane 

23—Liam Schooley 

30—Bryson Gaines 

Acolytes 

11:15 Service: 

2—E. & L. Taylor 

9—na 

16—J. & J. Little 

23—Lillian Wiener 

30—Bryson Gaines 

Information Station 

9:00 Service: 

2—Jean Christman 

9—na 

16—Jean Christman 

23—na 

30—LeeAnn Browning 

Guest Station 

11:15 Service: 

2—Amelia Yarbrough 

9—na 

16—na 

23—na 

30—na 

Financial Workers 

11:15 Service: 

2—J. Osborne, V. Gardner 

9—na 

16—M. Florence, P. Hogan 

23—A. Miller, G. Long 

30—M. Hogan, P. Patterson 

 

Altar Guild 

Judy Osborne 

Door Greeters 

8:15 Service: 

2— Lynda Simpson 

9—na 

16—Joyce & Rich Sydell 

23—C. & G. Thacker 

30—Gail Tickel 

9:00 Service: 

2—A. Heltsley, J Hampton 

9—na 

16—Mike & Sandy Kiernan 

23—David & Elaine Jones 

30—Kathy Kochel 

11:15 Service: 

2—  na 

9—na 

16—na 

23—na 

30—na 

  


