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Rector’s Report

the first Sunday in Lent 2018 5:00 p.m. featured first
Sunday Eucharist, second and third Sunday Evening
Prayer and/or Compline, fourth Sundays continued
to be Taize and fifth Sundays special musical offerings
were arranged by Director of Music, Dr. Carl MaultsBy. Attendance is variable and light. Most services are
complete in 25 minutes. Fellowship is provided after
the fifth Sunday service.

The Rev. Alison P. Harrity
“Remember, this is God’s
Church.” Is what Jim Christoph,
senior warden, said to me when
the trend in our attendance
continued its downward turn.
While average Sunday attendance is down, our metrics are
strong financially and weekly
facilities use. The purpose of
my report is to highlight what was new in 2018. It
takes the many pages that follow to report on the good
things that St. Richard’s does everyday on our Winter
Park campus and out in the wider community. There is
so much “Godly activity” going on, it is best to experience it in our worship, education, outreach, spiritual
expansion and fellowship opportunities in addition to
reading about it here.

Fellowship: This year we included Oktoberfest as part
of our Fellowship offerings; a repeat from 2017 when
we teamed up with the Lutheran Church to celebrate
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Charlie
Wilson took on responsibility for Divine Diners and
other Fellowship activities. And we were invited for a
private tour of the Castle Church Brewing Community,
a new Lutheran Church and Brewery on Hoffner Rd in
Orlando.
I continue to be on the rota to pray at Winter Park
City Commission Meetings. The Mayflower Retirement Community invites me to give their Wednesday
meditations about four times a year. The Gardens at
DePugh continue to have me as the secretary of their
board. And Fall 2018 I was invited to bless animals at
the Winter Park YMCA for their Pet Blessing service
in October and to serve weekly as a chaplain at the
Lakemont Y.

Administration: We continue to welcome more and
more community groups to use our facilities. We have
added a Co-dependents Anonymous Group on Monday’s and a voice/piano teacher offering lessons on our
campus. The YMCA continues to hold regular classes
each weekday as does the Dojo both generating revenue for our operating budget.

The Rev. Rudy Cooper, father of our parishioner James
Cooper, invited me to preach the patronal Feast and
50th Anniversary Celebration of St. Nicolas Church on
Grand Bahama. My hope is that it will be the start of a
regular exchange between our two communities.

Dru Mundo is our new administrative assistant. Dru
has improved the look of our print communications
and keeps our Facebook page and website up to date.
Burr Anderson, Junior Warden replaced the main sign
in 2018 with our fresh new logo designed by Steve Erwin. The $1700 expense was donated by a parishioner.

In addition to the usual hopes and dreams that we
all share for St. Richard’s; increased attendance, more
involvement with our children and youth, I dream of
employing our sexton and administrative assistant full
time. 2019 will be particularly interesting as we welcome The Rt. Rev. Terry White, bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky into our community. Bishop
Brewer of the Episcopal Diocese of Central Florida
has granted St. Richard’s delegated episcopal pastoral
oversight (DEPO)with Bishop White. We will now be
free to perform weddings regardless of the gender of
the couple and sponsor non-celibate gay people for
ordination. More information on DEPO can be found
on our website. It has been an honor to serve as your
rector for one more year. The blessings that I continue
to recieve from this community are miraculous.

Education/Spiritual Expansion: Lent 2018 featured Tiffany Lane, spiritual director and Reiki Master, leading
an experiential series on Contemplative Prayer. She
didn’t just talk about different ways to pray, she helped
us experience those methods to encourage more mindfulness in our lives.
Outreach: The generosity of St. Richard’s was extended
to the panhandle of Florida in 2018 after Hurricane
Michael devastated the area. Six families that were recommended by parishioners received $300 each.
Worship: Adding a weekly 5:00 p.m. worship service
prompted the need for a new main sign. Starting with
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Vestry Nominees
KATHY ANDERSON

PAM MENKE
Since joining St. Richard’s
in 2014, Pam has served as
a Vestry member, an active
participant on the subcommittee to address Diocesan issues,
and a faithful cook for Family
Promise. For 5 years, she has
facilitated the monthly series
(Summoning the Divine) that
enriches spirituality through
an intense study of literature. Now retired, Pam has
served as a tenured college professor, academic vice
president, and provost. She and her life partner Sheila share a commitment to St. Richard’s calling as a
welcoming, embracing, diverse community...and enjoy
their grandchildren.

I would like to volunteer for
election to the Vestry at St.
Richards. I have enjoyed membership in this church for over
ten years and believe service
on the vestry will allow me to
express appreciation for some
of the joy the church has given
me.
By way of biography, I was a lifelong Roman Catholic
until 2006 when I joined St. Richards. I am from New
Jersey and have a degree from Montclair State College
where I met my husband to be, Les. After I graduated
in 1968, I joined him in Norman, Oklahoma where he
was completing his PhD at the University of Oklahoma. We were married there in 1970 at the First Presbyterian Church and established our careers in Oklahoma until retirement. I step-mothered two of his
three children there. Lynn now lives in North Wales,
Pennsylvania and Elaine lives in Winter Park. I still
live in Norman from June to October. We wisely chose
Florida as our winter home in 1998 and St. Richard’s as
our church home a little later. My husband Les passed
away in 2012.

SUSAN BROWN
I was born in Bay Ridge,
Brooklyn and baptized Roman
Catholic attending parochial
schools thru 12th grade before
attending Fairleigh Dickenson
University in New Jersey. My
early work history was as a
Labor Relations Coordinator
for American Can Company
in New York. This position
afforded me the opportunity to be part of the team that
negotiated the labor contract between the company
and the United Steelworkers of America in Washington, D.C.

At St. Richards I am a member of St. Margaret’s Guild,
the Alter Guild, and am a Lector. I regularly attend
Wednesday morning Bible Study, Thursday morning
Tai-Chi and Friday Prayer Shawl Ministry where I do
loom knitting of hats. I volunteer three afternoons as
week at the Christian Sharing Center in Longwood.
I have hesitated to apply for the vestry in the past because I am gone for five months. However I hope that
through the use of modern technology I can contribute
as well over distance as if I were here in person. I will
make myself available to participate in meetings and
take on whatever responsibilities are requested which
can be accomplished both over distance and in person
when I am here.

Upon returning home, Ron and I married at St Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Englewood, New Jersey in 1971.
Two years later, we had the opportunity to become
owner/operator of a McDonald’s Restaurant in Lewiston, Idaho. It was a good entrepreneurial match,
affording us the opportunity to be involved with a
company that encouraged meaningful involvement
in the community. Our Church had an elementary
school that was struggling with the cost of operations,
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while also trying to provide scholarships to children
in our community. I volunteered my time in the day
to day operation of the school along with Chairing the
annual auction, the main fundraiser for the operation
of the school. During our early years in Lewiston,
Ron and I adopted two babies, a girl and boy who later
attended our church school.

STUART LILIE
Stuart Lilie was born in 1941
and raised in a Lutheran parsonage in northwest Iowa.
He has been a member of St.
Richard’s since early 2017. He
received his PhD from Johns
Hopkins University in 1970.
He taught political philosophy
for thirty years at UCF as well
as serving several years as a Department Chair and Dean. His post retirement activities include woodturning, bicycling and volunteering
for Meals on Wheels and the Florida Film Festival. He
has delivered several lectures to the Sunday morning
adult class.

During the years we owned the Moscow, Idaho, McDonald’s, the University of Idaho hosted the Idaho
State Special Olympic Games. We were asked to provide meals for the athletes. This gave me the additional
opportunity to volunteer and work events each day
with the athletes, witnessing the dedication, strength
and courage of this group. It was a privilege and honor
to work with them and I continued to work with Special Olympics in Lewiston.
After moving to the Orlando area in 1989 and settling
in Winter Springs, I decided it was time to re-enter
the workforce. I worked for Sprint and Sprint PCS for
14 years as a Sales and Service Call Center Manager,
leading teams in Ocala, Jacksonville and North Carolina before returning to a position in Maitland for a few
years before retirement.

MICHELLE CHRISTOPH
St. Richard’s has become our
home in the few years we’ve
been attending. I’ve greatly
enjoyed serving as a LEM, Lay
Reader, and on the Altar Guild
and would be honored to serve
as a member of the Vestry, putting my over 15 years in social
work to good use as we navigate
the upcoming challenges and
transitions in the parish. My experience is in social
work, research, and psychology.

My life’s journey led me to St. Richard’s and from
the moment I entered the church, I felt I was home.
When I walk by our memorial garden and enter the
church, there is a warm feeling that envelopes me. I
feel the presence of God and the love of everyone in
this community. When I stand in the memorial garden and visualize the history and legacy passed on to
us by those who came before us, I feel a responsibility
that calls me to help ensure the growth and prosperity of this community into the distant future. One of
the things that initially caught my attention was our
outreach program with the homeless. This past year I
have been involved with Family Promise and the Grace
N Grits Dinner. The flower guild has given me the
opportunity to express my artistic side in a way that is,
hopefully, pleasing to God. We are a diverse and inclusive community and that diversity contributes greatly
to our strength and unity as a congregation. St. Richard’s is a “magical place.” It would be an honor and a
privilege to be a member of our vestry. I am asking
you to decide if this is how you would like me to serve.

TIFFANY LANE
I am retired after 40 years
working as a paralegal with
law firms in Florida and
Michigan, specializing in Wills
and Trusts, Probate, and Real
Estate Law. Following my
retirement and move to Florida, I searched for an Episcopal
church that felt like “home” to
me and found it at St. Richard’s. I am a life-long Episcopalian, growing up in
the Episcopal church with all its traditions and varied
activities as a child and youth. As an adult I served on
the Vestry at St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Battle
Creek, Michigan, serving as Senior Warden for two
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terms, and additionally, was on the Search Committee for one year, working with our Interim Priest, and
advocating for the continued growth of our parish. I
participated in and mentored classes of Education For
Ministry (EFM), a program established by the School
of Theology at the University of the South at Sewanee,
TN, for eight years. I am a certified Spiritual Director,
a certified Reiki Master and Teacher, and a practitioner
of contemplative prayer leading Sacred Time in our
Chapel weekly.

CHRIS HENSLEY
I love St. Richard’s Episcopal
Church, the people, and the
mission that this church is on.
I believe it is truly a church for
everyone. I moved to the Orlando area from Chattanooga, TN
almost a year ago and I have no
doubt that I was led to St.Richards, and I will be considered
a year long member on Easter
Sunday. You see, I was baptized at St.Richards by Rev.
Alison in 2018. An event that will forever be in my
heart. I feel not only drawn to this church, but I continue to leave with the feeling of wanting to know more
and the desire to be involved as much as I can.

KAY WOLF
I started attending St. Richard’s
after receiving an invitation
from my dear friend Leslie
Poole “to come hear our new
priest…SHE…” Like many of
you, I felt like I had found my
church home. Still, it took me
about a year to disentangle
myself from my former parish, where I had sung in choir
for 15+ years. But when Carl MaultsBy accepted St.
Richards’ call, having experienced his musical genius
before, I was ready to cut the apron strings.

I started off in emergency work in 2008 working as a
first responder including firefighting, EMT work, and a
ERT in the emergency room. I was then led to the patient experience aspect of the hospital setting and was
made to be the Guest Relations Coordinator in 2015.
I created a variety of programs and ways to improve
the patient/guest experience (the number one program
being the “K-9 Ambassador Therapy Dog Program) at
Erlanger Hospital in Chattanooga, TN. I was then led
to move to the Orlando area and now work as a Leasing Agent for Demetree Real Estate
services.

It was one of the best decisions I ever made.
St. Richard’s is so welcoming and inclusive, it is easy to
become an active member of the community. I chair
our Outreach Commission, sing in the choir and lead
the music at the monthly Taize service, served on
the Vestry, including the Subcommittee for Marriage
Equality and as a delegate to last year’s Diocesan Convention.

I have broadened and indulged in education through
seeking out classes and workshops of interest. I graduated from the Launch Business Entrepreneur Course
in Chattanooga,TN, I attended many marketing and
business webinars from SCORE.org, and a variety of
classes from the Small Business Development Center. I
My part time mediation practice gives me considerwas a year long member of the Chattanooga Women’s
able flexibility, so I could serve on the Vestry and still
Leadership Institute. I am now coming up as a year
meet my other volunteer commitments, as well as
member of Toastmasters and the Vice President of PR
spend time with my two adult children, two- year old
for my club, Orlando Conquerors 1066. I strive to be a
grandson, friends, new puppy, and travel. I would congreat communicator and leader with mastery in public
sider it a privilege to help navigate the DEPO process
speaking.
with Bishop White and the Diocese of Central Florida, while continuing to meet our call to discipleship
I was a very involved volunteer with the Humane
by growing and meeting the needs of our loving and
Society animal shelter in Chattanooga, TN since 2010diverse church and our world.
2017. My work including shelter dog walking, adoptions, fostering, and orchestrating on-site Pet Blessings.
I am now on the Outreach Committee here at St. Richards, I attend bible study, and assist with the church’s
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social media platform. I have also begun the process of
becoming a 3rd Order Franciscan.

CLAIRE L. THOMPSON
I have been a life long Episcopalian. Baptized at Christ Episcopal Church, Shaker Heights,
Ohio, May 1950 Confirmed at
All Saints Church, Winter Park
1964. Worked at All Saints
Church Winter Park for 19
years from 1067 to 1986, then
at St. Richards for 1.5 years in
the 1980’s While at All Saints
I was involved in youth work for several years. Also
attended Happening weekends for teenagers. I made
my Cursillo (short course on Christianity) in 1977
and was involved as a team member with at least 5 or 6
other weekends.

I believe in St. Richards mission and I see this church
radiate love along with proactive
leadership that serves the needs of its community. If
elected to the Vestry, I humbly will bring
my passion for service, love of Creation, and my
God-Given gifts, talents, and skills openly so
that I may work creatively alongside you and other
vestry members. I am honored to be
considered for this opportunity that carries strong
vision and energy during this important time
for St. Richards Episcopal Church.
JAMES C. WALWORTH
Lifelong Episcopalian, baptized in Yonkers, New York and
confirmed at Christ Church
Brentwood, New York where
my father an Episcopal Priest
was the Vicar
•
Sr. Account Executive
for the last twenty-five years for
the Karl Environmental Group
an Environmental Consulting
Firm serving schools in Pennsylvania and New
Jersey
• B.A. degree from Long Island University C.W. Post
Campus Member of St. Richards Church for 10
years
• Vestry member 2010 - 2014 during the search for a
new Rector
• Served on the Search Committee for a new Rector
after the retirement of Fr. Tom Downs
• Served on the Pre-School Task Force during the
reorganization of priorities after the sink hole
• Presently a Lector, have been a Lay Eucharistic Visitor, a counter and been involved with the Family
Promise
• Served on vestries of three previous churches including Trinity Church my home church in Northport, New York and in Sparta and Newton, New
Jersey
• Married to Joyce for 51 years, we have two daughters and three grandsons
Because of my experience and commitment to St.
Richards during the last ten years I believe that I can
make a significant contribution to St. Richards during
the changing times that face the Episcopal Church.

What brought me to St. Richard’ s originally was a trial
type of youth work called “Root Group” under the Rev.
John Palarine in the 1980’s. 3 people living together in
Christian community to do ministry of youth work.
My hope for St. Richards Church is that we work at
increasing our membership attendance.
CARMEN GRAHAM
I am originally from Venezuela
but grew up here in Orlando,
graduated from Boone High
School and got a full scholarship to UCF. In 2008, I received
a bachelor’s degree in Accounting with a minor in Management Information Systems.
Right out of school, I started
working as an accountant for
a timeshare company and moved up to become the
accounting supervisor for the Corporate Accounting
team. Shortly after, I went back to school and got a
masters degree in Taxation and Accounting. Now, I
work for a healthcare company as an ERP analyst supporting the system’s capital team. I’ve traveled all over
the country teaching people how to use the financial
software and working on process improvement. I am
new to the Episcopal church but I am very committed
to St. Richard’s and its future. I want to help the church
grow and continue its outreach to young families so
that a new generation is blessed by the unconditional
love this community has to offer.
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Weekday Office Volunteers
Tom Irish, Coordinator

St Richards is very alive and extremely well. Her
heartbeat is vibrant. Our clergy and staff lead us closer
to God. Yet the “go” in our wonderful life at St. Richard’s is the volunteers. They think up, create, and make
happen so many facets of St. Richard’s. Flowers, altar,
usher, pastoral care, acolytes, readers, chalice bearers, Eucharistic visitors, teachers, office aids. What an
amazing and varied family we are. Most will find their
name in a Sunday bulletin. But those who serve in the
office; greeting, answering phones, folding, stamping,
with lots of smiling, deserve mention too. Laughing
at both funny and unfunny jokes needs recognition.
They include but are not limited to: Charlie Wilson
,Jim Christoph, Burr Anderson Geri Zarolinski, Pam
Eastburn and Melanie Rice.

Acolytes

Art Pini, Coordinator
St Richards currently has fourteen parishioners serving as acolytes. They serve in any of three capacities,
torchbearers, crucifers, or thurifers. Each stage requires its own training.
I would like to thank our current acolytes:
Torch Bearers: Emma McConnell, Dray Reid,
Bev Coll, Rachel Handlon, Bailey Hooper, Ally Crown,
Grace Marino
Crucifers: Andy Engert, Jarod Griffith, Aidan McConnell, Alex Marino, Lisa Nugent, David Kellogg
Thurifer: Spencer Harrity
Any parishioner can be an acolyte. Training and vestments are provided. Contact Art Pini if you would like
to serve in this ministry at arthurapini@gmail.com or
(321) 972-8184.

St. Margaret’s Guild

Bernice Downs & Priscilla Pini, Co-Presidents

E-Mail Prayer Group
Art Pini, Coordinator

St. Margaret’s Guild is a group of women within St.
Richard’s who come together for fellowship and
outreach. We gather to share, pray, laugh, and plan.
Our “projects” raise funds for outreach within our
church, community, and our companion Diocese of
Honduras. So, whether it’s a Chili Cookoff, Kentucky
Derby Party, or Raffle, we always strive to build fellowship, include everyone, and have fun in the
process.

The e-mail prayer group meets daily via the internet
to pray for the sick and troubled. There are currently
47 members in the group, 18 of whom are from St.
Richards. We are currently praying for over 100 people
both from St. Richards and the associated parishes.
A daily prayer is distributed via e-mail every day allowing members to pray at their own convenience.
Contact Art Pini (arthurapini@gmail.com or 321 972
8184) to join the group or request prayers for
someone.

This year has been especially important to the future of
the Guild. Over the course of several months we
discussed the possibility that perhaps it was time to
consider “retiring” the Guild. After exploring our
past memories, goals, feelings and realities, we voted to
continue in our work and ministry.
So we look forward to working together in the coming
year. We hope to involve people outside the
group in the parish to help us with our fundraiser
events.

Lay Eucharistic Visitors
Burr Anderson, Coordinator

As noted in our ‘ad’ in the weekly church bulletin, a
third more LEV communions were given in the first
half of 2018 than in all of 2017. As it turned out, we
ended up giving out over twice as many LEV communions in 2018 as we did the year before. As indicated in
monthly LEV communion totals (after the asterisk in
the fine print) monthly totals do not equal the number of LEV visits completed, but rather the number of
LEV communions given. Also, when compiling totals,
the LEVs themselves are included. (So, for example, if
a LEV brings communion to two people, that equals

We welcome anyone, new or longtime parishioners, to
join our Guild on the third Monday of the month
at 10:00 am for our monthly gathering.
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Sessions: Prior to the session, participants received
a free packet of author readings; however, the sessions
were organized around a handout that included quotations from the readings so that those who had not
had the chance to read in advance could participate.
To accommodate schedules, each monthly session
was offered twice as an evening and repeated the next
morning.

a total of three communions given.) In any event, the
need for LEV visits continues to increase and is expected to continue growing in the future. For everything
from homebound seniors, to those who are sick, dying
or undergoing rehab and recovery, a LEV visit can help
bring the love of Christ to people when they can’t get
to church and when they need it most. I can’t thank
our small crew of LEVs enough for just being there for
so many. Also my gratitude goes out to the altar guild
for their wonderful patience and care in preparing and
packing LEV kits on a weekly basis. The good news is
that we currently have two new LEVs in training. If
you’d like to get involved in a ministry where you’re
needed and where you can really make a difference,
please consider becoming a member of our LEV team.
You’ll be amazed at what the Lord can do!

Attendance: Approximately, 15-20 participants
participated in each evening session; an additional
12-20 for each morning session. Around 5 on-line
participants also received materials and, often, exchanged emails.
Authors: We discussed the literary works, historical-cultural contexts, and faith traditions of these
writers.

LEV COMMUNION TOTALS 2018
JAN (12) FEB (20) MAR (36) APR (53) MAY (33)
JUN (25) JUL (20) AUG (18) SEP (17) OCT (8) NOV
(17) DEC (18) Total 277 (*Total=number of Lev Communions given, not the number of Lev visits. Levs are
included in Communion totals.) Special thanks to the
Altar Guild and all who support this ministry. All the
best for 2019!

January: Writing for the Holidays:
We explored the stories behind the songs and hymns
of the holidays, the life, works and secret art of Theodor Geisel and focued on 2 books by him: Horton
Hears a Who and Oh! The Places You’ll Go. We’ll
also consider these authors & works:
•19th C. American poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (Congregational), “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.”
•19th C. English poet Christina Rossetti (Anglican),
“In the Bleak Midwinter.”
•20th C. poet Robert Frost (eventually a Christian),
“The Christmas Tree.”
•20th C. Civil Rights activist Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. (Baptist), selections from his 1957 Christmas sermon: “Darkness cannot drive out darkness:
only light can do that. “

Summoning the Divine

Literature through the Lens of Faith

THE PROMISE OF ASHES:

Pamela Menke, Designer & Facilitator Walking the Way through Reflection & Meditation

Adult, Education, 2018 Special Lenten Series (9:3010:15 a.m., Parish Hall) February 18, 25 & March 4,
11, 18
Adult Education Lenten Series Walking the Path with
Jesus: The Lenten & Early Easter Seasons
February 26-27, March 19-20, & April 16-17

The Education Commission continued its monthly
seminars on writers whose lives and works reflect the
intersections of faith, spirituality, and literature. Participants include parishioners from St. Richard’s and
other churches along with friends brought by participants.
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Summoning the Divine

and Anglican Oliver (1935-).

Literature through the Lens of Faith

December: Theodor Geisel (Dr. Seuss) and

Pamela Menke, Designer & Facilitator Friends.

Focus: The Intersection of Christmas and Hanukkah
through images of Light in these works: How the
Grinch Stole Christmas and Horton Hatches an Egg
by Geisel, raised a German Lutheran (1904-1991),
“Giving Tree” by Silverstein (1930-1999), Jewish, and
“Light One Candle,” authored by Peter Yarrow
(1938-), Jewish and performed by the folk trio Peter,
Paul, and Mary in Israel.

KAHLIL GIBRAN (1883-1931),
Lebanese-American poet, artist, essayist, journalist,
and devout Maronite Catholic; Author of the still
best-selling book The Prophet (1923) and the lesser
known Jesus: Son of Man (1928).
The 3 sessions were generally designed around Jesus:
Son of Man, a Gibran masterpiece that includes 78
short accounts by Jesus’ contemporaries.
We encountered a very diverse group of people, a few
were familiar; most were not. They were followers,
believers, skeptics, non-believers, Greeks, Romans,
Jews, Persians, outcasts, powerful figures, regular folk,
and sinners. Some were sharing an actual experience
with Jesus; others were reporting hearsay or stressing
their own beliefs. Everyone had an opinion.

Adult Education
Ralph Zaorski, Coordinator

We have an Adult Education presentation every Sunday (well, almost every Sunday) at 9:30, between the
8:00 and 10:30 services. Throughout the year we usually have a diverse set of topics, as can be seen from
the 2018 list below:
•
The evolution of Judaism from Abraham to
Daniel – a tour of the Old Testament
•
THE PROMISE OF ASHES Walking the Way
through Reflection & Meditation
•
The Origins of our Political Beliefs
•
Sacred Scriptures of the World
•
Justice – videos of a class given at Harvard by
Michael Sandel – continues in 2019

Selection from other Gibran works and relevant short
works by other authors were included.
January: J.R.R. Tolkien (1892-1973), British, Roman Catholic, Oxford Professor.
Focus: The Hobbit, “A Leaf by Niggle,” and Lord of
the Rings Trilogy.
February, March and April Adult Education Lenten Series:

I would like especially to thank Pamela Menke, Stuart
Lillie, Rich Wilson, and Scott Schuerman for their
contributions through the year. Pam did the Lenten presentations “THE PROMISE OF ASHES” and
Stuart did the presentation on “Origins of our Political
Beliefs.” Stuart has also been working with me on the
“Justice” presentations. Scott and Rich helped with
setup and running the video presentations when I was
out sick or on vacation.

May and June: Walt Whitman (1819-1892),
American, Quaker, poet and essayist.
Focus: Selections from various editions of Leaves of
Grass.
July and August: Emily Dickinson (1830-1886),
American poet, Congregational (Puritan) heritage,
poet and letter writer.
Focus: Major poems and letters.

In the fall, when we started the series on Justice, I
asked whether we thought we knew when something
was just or unjust. Did we know the right thing to
do? By the end of 2018, we have found that determining the right thing to do is not easy and not everyone
agrees on the same action. I have been pleased that
both in the student discussions on the video and in our
class at St. Richard’s, people can be civil, willing to
listen, and not vilify each other. I wish the same could

September, October, and November:
Practice Resurrection Series: Exploring Sacred Connections to God, Land, Nature, and One Another. Poets, Novelists, and Essayists on Environmental issues.
Focus: American Baptist and Farmer Wendell Berry
(1934-), Californian and Buddhist Master, Gary Snyder (1930-), Chickasaw-heritage Linda Hogan (1947-),
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be true in our national political discourse.

include Irv Lipscomb, chair, Carl MaultsBy, Art Pini,
Jim Christoff, Lary and Sue Youngstedt, Nolan Warwick, Shirley Caballero and Nina Stipe.

I have been asked why we don’t restrict ourselves
to “traditional Christian topics.” I think the answer
lies in our mission statement: “We are a church on a
mission to discover God’s grace, change our lives and
change the world.” Jesus came into the world to save
all people. God is concerned with every aspect of creation. If we are to be true to our mission statement we
need to learn about the world we live in and the people
that inhabit it. Each year, with the help of Alison and
many others at St. Richards, I try to devise a program
that is interesting and thought provoking with the goal
of ultimately making us better Christians.

Pastoral Care

Gail Hencken, Coordinator

Worship Commission
Irv Lipscomb, Coordinator

2018 brought very little “new” or “changed” to the Pastoral Care Team. We continue to operate with a dedicated group of people who are both formally members
of the committee (27) as well as parishioners who give
“in secret “ with their love, prayers, and action. It is
impossible to quantify the care we provide in terms of
home or hospital visits, phone encouragement, transportation to church and doctors, cards, meal delivery,
or connections to each other and community resources.
We average 8 participants at our monthly meetings.
Bev Coll has served as the Vestry Liaison and, thankfully, Art Pini writes the minutes for presentation to
the Vestry.

The Worship Commission’s principal accomplishment in 2018 was to compose, publish and distribute a
survey to all adult communicants. A total of 70 people
responded, which is an excellent representation of our
members. In the music category, the results showed
that everyone who responded appears to be content
with the present situation. There were no “disagree”
or “strongly disagree” responses. Categories included
liking the hymns we sing, singing more traditional
hymns, wanting to sing more contemporary hymns,
Taize chants and songs from other countries and traditions.

Special thanks to Ginny Edwards who has retired from
the encouragement, get well and sympathy division of
the card committee. She started this card ministry and
for many years she has dedicated herself to it. We miss
her action, but are inspired by her spirit.
We also operate a Phone Tree whereby we attempt to
keep church members who do not use computers informed of various activities. Please let me know if you
want your name included in that listing.

Service times and prayers of the people practices seem
to suit an overwhelming number. The 5:00 service
suggestions have been implemented with variations
offered week to week. A few communicants objected to politics when they are coming from the pulpit.
There were some comments regarding adding a more
contemporary service in order to try to attract younger people. Several remarks were made concerning a
“looser” service, which could possibly be accomplished
in a contemporary regular gathering. Since we are a
liturgical church, we realize that most of our services
are organized according to the Prayer Book, which is
required in our denomination. However, we feel that
our rector is more informal during announcements,
for instance, and it helps to balance the feeling of the
service.

The Pastoral Care Office has been considerably busier
this year than last, but continues to be an under-utilized service.

Wednesday Bible Class
Bob McClure, Facilitator

The Wednesday morning Bible Class is led by Jim
Christoph and Bob McClure. In 2018 we read Second
Isaiah and are now studying the Gospel according
to Mark. Instruction at the university level is offered
without homework and tests. Although there is obviously continuity as we work through each book, anyone is welcome to join us on any Wednesday at 10 a.m.

The Worship Commission will be glad to address any
issues you have with our worship practices. Members
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Sacred Time

For the two biggest liturgical celebrations of the year,
Easter and Christmas, Schola St. Richard’s sang two
works new to the congregation. With a brass quintet
and timpani, the Schola Easter Offertory Anthem was
Ralph Vaughn Williams’ “Antiphon” from Five Mystical Songs.

Tiffany Lane, Facilitator

Every Tuesday morning from 10:00 – 11:00, a group of
parishioners meet in the Lady Chapel for a continuing
practice of contemplative prayer. We are not ‘experts’
in contemplative prayer, which is why it is called a
‘practice’, but we consistently meet every week to
explore different methods of prayer, i.e. lectio divina,
centering prayer, guided meditation/imagery, sacred
gazing, etc. All of these methods of prayer stem from a
willingness to listen to what God has to say to us today
via written words, art, music, imagination, the world in
which we live. The key word is “Listening”. The hour
we spend together is a time of quiet, a time to think/
meditate, and a time to let go and welcome God’s presence, and be aware of God’s presence in us. We hold
each other in prayer and we hold the parish in prayer
as we listen in quiet awe. This is an open group and
we welcome anyone who wishes to join us for these
ancient and holy practices.

At the annual Christmas Eve concert, Schola St. Richard’s sang a program entitled “In dulci jubilo” which
featured settings of the theme by J. S. Bach, Richard
Pearsall, and Johann Pachelbel. In addition, at Offertory at the principal 7:30 PM Christmas Eve service,
Schola St. Richard’s sang the world premiere of Sheldon Curry’s “Angels from the Realms of Glory.” Curry
composed the work gratis especially for the occasion.

St. Richard’s Youth Ensemble was represented at the
annual Diocese of Central Florida Youth Choir Festival by Rachel Handlon and Tyler Handlon. In July,
with the aid of the Horace Clarence Boyer Award,
Jarod Griffith, a St. Richard’s Youth Ensemble tenor,
with the 50th Anniversary of the Union of Black
Music at St. Richard’s sang
Episcopalians
Youth Choir in Nassau, Bahamas. AlDr. Carl MaultsBy, Director of Music/Organist
though the Youth Ensemble is reduced in number of
participants, Jarod and Alyssa Griffith sang a stirring
The St. Richard’s Music Department had a very robust
year. In addition to singing at the regular Sunday 10:30 rendition of “Last Month of the Year” for the 4 PM
Christmas Eve Service.
a.m. service from September through Trinity Sunday, Schola St. Richard’s in conjunction with CatheBoth Schola St. Richard’s and the St. Richard’s Youth
dral Choir of the Cathedral Church of St. Luke sang
Ensemble are in need of additional singers. To join
“A Lenten Afro-Centric Choral Evensong” by Carl
either group, see Dr. MaultsBy for details. Soli Deo
MaultsBy.
gratias!
This turned out to be a pre-cursor for the St. Richard’s
Music Department expansion of its parish music acOutreach Commission
Kay Wolf, Coordinator
tivities with the introduction of the Fifth Sunday sung
5 PM service. The first of these four Sunday services
In 2018, Outreach was again a strong focus at St Richwas a Choral Evensong sung by Men of Schola St.
Richard’s. The Men rendered performances of Edward ard’s. We worked with Family Promise, Grace n Grits,
the Come Out with Pride Parade, the Christian SharBairstow’s “Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis” and David
ing Center, 7th Day Recyclery, First Baptist Church’s
Hurd’s “Thou Art the Way.”
Thanksgiving Basket Brigade, and the Foundation for
Foster Children. Summaries of each follow.
The second Fifth Sunday Evensong featured former
St. Richard’s Parish Administrator Cindy Boor and
Friends in a service featuring familiar Irish hymnody.
The Fifth Sunday Evensong III showcased St. Richard’s
Women’s Ensemble singing Erik Meyer’s Evensong for
Treble Voices. For the last 2018 Fifth Sunday evening
services, Schola St. Richard’s sang a service of Christmas Lessons and Carols which featured a performance
of David Wilcocks’ “Sussex carol.”

Family Promise: In our sixth year of participating
in the Family Promise of Greater Orlando program, St.
Richards hosted 10 homeless families with a total of 43
people, mostly children. They found food, shelter and
comfort at the church.
The families, with children ranging in age from teen10

agers to infants, stayed for a week at a time in church
rooms that were turned into bedrooms with cots,
linens, lamps, alarm clocks, and towels. Each quarter a
new group of families stayed at St. Richards, finding a
steppingstone to permanent housing and self-sufficiency.

members. Mazrine Duncan and Priscilla Pini took
the lead in the kitchen to prepare the meals for both
evenings, with the help of 8-10 volunteers. James and
Jennifer Cooper then led over 20 volunteers in serving
the food to the homeless community in Sanford.

A central group of about 50 church volunteers –organized by Leslie Poole and Kay Wolf- provided a variety
of services, including hosting, overnight stays, meals,
room setups, and entertainment. We are helped greatly by our support church, First Congregational Church
of Winter Park, which provides three nightly dinners
during our rotation weeks.

Come Out With Pride Parade: Approximately 40 of our parishioners, family and friends walked
together in the October 13 Parade, carrying our St.
Richards’ banner and handing out “Change the World
– St. Richards Episcopal Church, Winter Park, FL ”
awareness bracelets. Although this year we were joined
by three other churches walking (College Park United Methodist, Joy Metropolitan, and Longwood Hills
Congregational), and Oasis Impact Church and First
Unitarian Orlando both entered floats. As with last
year, we were received with raucous cheers and applause, and thanks from numerous bystanders who expressed surprise and delight that an Episcopal Church
in this Diocese would be openly participating in the
parade. We were most grateful to once again express
God’s love and our support of diversity and inclusion
in our parish as well as on the street, especially during
these difficult times.

In addition to serving as a host church, St. Richards
sponsored a table and donated $500 to Family Promise at its October fundraising breakfast , as well as five
$20 gift cards at Christmas to enable Family Promise
parents to purchase gifts for their children. These donations were funded by proceeds from our 2017 Mardi
Gras party, memorial gifts and other individual gifts.

Grace n Grits: St. Richards participated in two
feed-the-homeless opportunities with the Grace n
Grits program in 2019- on April 25th and September
26th. The location changed from the Sanford Civic
Center to the First United Methodist Church in Sanford (419 S Park Ave, Sanford). This change eliminated
the $200 rental fee we previously provided as a part of
our service to the program.

Christian Sharing Center: We are most appreciative that Kathy Anderson, who is a regular volunteer
at the Christian Sharing Center, organized workdays
for our parishioners at the thrift store in January and
March. This is not an “easy” volunteer opportunity,
but the service provided is very important, and it is
vastly rewarding.

For our first evening (April 25th), we were asked to
prepare 60-80 meals; however, over 110 homeless individuals attended the feeding. Everyone who came was
provided a meal, but no leftovers were given. The second date (Sept 26th) we were well prepared with food
and cooked enough for 100 people. However, for this
evening, only 80 homeless people showed up, which
allowed for plenty of leftovers to be divvied up.

Bikes: On several occasions, St. Richards donated
used bikes (provided by members) to 7th Day Recyclery, an ecumenical nonprofit that repairs and rebuilds used bicycles and donates them to a variety of
charities that work with the homeless. They distribute
about 25 bikes a week, and also host Bike Days at the
Coalition for the Homeless where they repair 80-100
bikes of homeless men and women who bring their
bikes to the Shelter that day.

Grace n Grits is always well attended by St. Richards
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Thanksgiving Basket Brigade: St. Richard’s
donated 10 baskets to First Baptist Orlando this year as
part of its Thanksgiving Basket Brigade. Truly a team
effort, Kay Wolf organized the food drive, Christina
Hensley and Lisa Nugent coordinated the sorting of
donated food, Jim Christoph, Kay Wolf and Lisa Nugent shopped (for the baskets, additional needed food
items and gift cards), Tiffany Handlon decorated the
baskets, and Lisa Nugent and Christina Hensley delivered them to First Baptist, who then provided them to
families in need.

Deacon’s Report
The Rev. Rich Wilson
2018 was my first full year of
ministry at St. Richard’s. A
deacon’s primary ministry is
outside the church walls. But I
can’t tell you how much I have
loved my ministry inside the
walls of St. Richard’s. Proclaiming the Gospel is perhaps what
I love the most, but getting the
opportunity to serve at the altar
with all the priests/preachers, the Lay Eucharistic Ministers, the Readers, and the acolytes is pretty special
too. I promise to work harder, with the continued help
of Dr. MaultsBy, to sing the deacon parts better during
our most special Eucharistic celebrations. The most
important thing though, is the love Kathie and I have
for each of you, and the love we receive from you.
My outside ministries have also been blessed in 2018.
Kairos Prison Ministry is important as it is a ministry I
get to share with you, the people of St. Richard’s – and
my brother and teacher, Joe Moine. Joe also helps me
at Recovery House, our ministry to men with addictions. My ministry at Covenant House, the Orlando
shelter for troubled youth is probably coming to an
end – but the Lord has finally opened a new (actually
an old) door for me.

Foundation for Foster Children: Karen
Jenneman Willick again coordinated the Foundation for Foster Children Christmas Giving Tree. The
Foundation is a private nonprofit agency that serves
children in foster care and young adults aged 18-21
who have aged out of foster care through support and
advocacy, by creating opportunities for a brighter
future. Sixty gift cards were placed on the Christmas
Giving Tree in December, and although we do not
yet have a report from the Foundation regarding how
many were returned to the Foundation, we know from
prior experience that St. Richards’ members was generous in supporting this worthy organization during the
holiday season.
Our Outreach Commission provides a number of
opportunities for us as individuals and a community of
God’s people to change our world and ourselves in the
process. We have several new projects we are considering for 2019, and although we are most grateful for
a couple of new Commission members this past year,
in order to expand our Outreach efforts, we NEED
ADDITIONAL HELP! Please join us –sign up at the
Red Booth following services to participate in projects,
donate money to help fund projects that require cash,
participate in Outreach Commission meetings, and assume the leadership of a project related to a cause dear
to your heart. If you have questions or suggestions,
please contact Kay Wolf.

I have been hired as a chaplain at Central Florida
Hospital in Sanford. Hospital chaplaincy is the reason
I chose to become a deacon, and in 2019 it will be my
primary outside ministry. I think I’ll still be able to
do Kairos and Recovery House, but my focus will be
hospital ministry to the sick. Inside the walls of St.
Richard’s that means I’m your personal chaplain. I’m
always ready to come to the hospital to be with you,
and as you recover in your home. I’d love to come pray
with you before a procedure or surgery. I love starting
and/or ending my day in the hospital – even before the
earliest morning surgery.
Kathie and I thank each of you for your generous support of our ministry. 2019 will be another wonderful
year in the Lord.
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Spiritual
Direction

The Western church, however, took the example and
moved it into primarily a monastic, cloistered setting
in the middle ages, which was not easily available for
lay men and women. The vows of chastity, poverty,
and obedience were taken from these very early desert
traditions and expanded to include the community of
monks and/or nuns. The way of monastic life became
the “elder” for the disciple or monk. As the monastic
tradition continued to develop in the Western church,
the teaching of the individual again grew in importance encompassing common prayer, reading of scripture, work, and the ever present obedience.

Tiffany Lane
What is Spiritual Direction? Where did it come from?
Spiritual Direction is far more about companionship,
guidance, and mentoring than it is about giving “direction”. Spiritual Direction is a relationship of trust
between one who guides another on his/her spiritual
journey and another who longs to deepen the connection with God and to discern the movement of God
in his/her life. At the heart of Spiritual Direction is a
person’s desire for God, of finding the depth of meaning that is unique to that person’s life.

What began so early in our Christian tradition in the
desert is still being used and modeled in monastic
communities around the world and is now finding
its way back into importance among the laity, as a lay
vocation in the true sense of its beginnings.

Although for some of us, Spiritual Direction may be
a new concept, authentic Spiritual Direction is a very
ancient practice and has its roots in the desert tradition of the 4th and 5th centuries of the Common Era.
During this time, certain men and women moved in
the Egyptian, Syrian, and Palestinian deserts in an
attempt to lessen the distractions of everyday life, in
response to an interior call to listen and to be more attentive to God’s presence. These men and women were
untrained and unordained. They began as solitary hermits, later coming together in various communities for
spiritual support of one another. Over time they became known for their spirituality, discipline, and love
of God, and were sought out as guides by others. They
are often referred to as the fathers (abbas) and mothers
(ammas) of the desert tradition. The Eastern deserts
gave birth to monasticism as an essentially “lay vocation”. The earliest spiritual directors (known as “elders”
in the Orthodox tradition) were lay monks and were
authorized to guide others and to receive confessions.

Today, Spiritual Direction is becoming more and more
available. Certified Spiritual Directors come from
many denominations and spiritual backgrounds, but
are well grounded in the skills necessary to walk the
spiritual path with others. The consistent awareness
and theme of all Spiritual Direction is that God is the
“Director”, and works thru the certified director and
the directee. God meets us and moves us forward as
we are able and willing to do so.
My particular ‘method’ of spiritual direction is one of
being a ‘companion’ in the celtic tradition of walking
the path together. The celtic term is “anam cara” or
soul friend. I have found it to be an honor and privilege to be with others in finding God in all areas of life.
St. Richard’s currently has two certified spiritual directors. Joyce Walworth and Tiffany Lane. Both of us
would be honored be with you.

Ultimately, in the midst of this close and trusting
relationship, God was present. God was recognized
as the true Spiritual Director. What the abba/amma
gave to the student was not a code of written or oral
regulations, not a set of techniques for meditation, but
a personal relationship within which the abba/amma
grew and changed as well as the student, for God was
constantly directing them both.
Over the centuries this model for spiritual direction
has not changed much for the Orthodox communities.
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2018 Financial
Report

•
•

Kathie Wilson, Treasurer
•

Year to Date:
1. Plate and Pledge revenues were more than budget
by $16,185.31.
2. Total revenues were more than budget by
$19,642.22.
3. Total expenses were less than budget by $9,501.86.
4. The Operating Fund showed a net gain of
$6,413.83 which is $29,144.08 over budget.
5. Operating Fund resources totaled $31,920.16.
Resources
St. Richard’s total intangible assets (includes Operating, Restricted and Endowment funds)
were $197,089.19 which is an increase of $10,528.30
year to date.
Comments
• The fund performance through December shows a
positive cash flow, and overall performance of the
Operating Fund through December was more than

budget expectations by $29,144.08.
The cash flow including year-to-date loan principal
payments is a positive $6,413.83.
The Restricted Funds and the Temporary Restricted Funds are not reported here. A detailed Treasurer’s Report including the Restricted and Temporarily Restricted Funds can be provided on request
via email to treasurer@strichards.org
Contributions to the various Restricted Funds can
be made by denoting the name of the fund on the
check or envelope.

Youth Group
Sunday School
Khani Miller, Tom Irish, & Erin Duffy, Facilitators
What an interesting year we had. Our congregation
middle-high school count is 12 when everyone can
make it. Most weeks we have 6 or 7. Besides meeting
most Sundays for class our members sang in the choir,
acolyted, ushered, thurophered, assisted with set up
and takedowns of various events, and enjoyed each
other’s company in several social events like bonfires
and a Saddar and swim party. In addition we have to
remember that our kids perform is school plays, band
and glee club, martial arts, and real jobs. On top of
all this we sent one of us off to France as an exchange
student for a year. So an interesting year we had. This
coming spring semester we will try breakfast once a
month, and besides finishing a study of the Rob Bell
NOOMA series of cd’s highlighting various aspects of
our daily relationship with God, we’ll have our annual
bowling extravaganza, and host a group from the Bahamas at a boating picnic. Onward Christian soldiers.

JUNIOR WARDEN’S REPORT:

IT TAKES TEAMWORK, GOOD PEOPLE &
GREAT PARTNERS TO BUILD THE BODY
OF CHRIST AT ST. RICHARD’S...

Burr Anderson , Junior Warden

When I accepted the position of Junior Warden in
early 2018, I had a general idea of what I was taking
on. (I had been Junior Warden here over 30 years
ago.) But I had little if any clue about the speed with
which issues can occur and the level of service and
technology required to keep things up and running.
With groups like the YMCA, 12-step programs, Family
Promise, Bougyo No Kan Dojo, Camp Gladiators and
other organizations which use our buildings on a daily
basis, wear and tear on our equipment and facilities
is constant. If it hadn’t been for the knowledge and
patience of Sue Sommers (and her reliable list of partners) and the practical know-how and experience of
Scott Schuerman, my life would have been a lot more
nerve-racking (to say the least).

As busy as St. Richard’s is, especially in the warmer
months, air-conditioning is always a top priority. Jose
and Chris Singleton from Air-Tech conduct ongoing
inspections on a regular basis and make recommendations to keep our air-conditioning systems running as
efficiently as possible. We have already complied with
one of Air-Tech’s recommendations for the new year,
checking vents and coils and repairing a refrigerant
leak in the choir room unit. We are also proceeding
with a new project through Bob Hapka at Creative
Floors in Casselberry to replace damaged choir room
flooring with attractive water-resistant laminate and
vinyl plank.
As often happens, when a plumbing emergency arises, Bill Jenkins Double Discount Plumbing has provided fast, economical service and repair for everything
from outdoor pumps to parts for toilets and showers.
For our landscaping and memorial garden Guido Salvini and his crew from Village Solutions LLC continue
to provide expert advice and service. We have also
worked with Booth’s Cobblestones to pressure clean
and seal memory bricks on the garden walkway, and
with Groskey’s Tree Service for specialized trimming
needs. Our friend Cary Lothian has been extremely
helpful, installing plaques and completing other necessary repairs. Carlos and his crew from RC Roofing
Contractors has also completed shingle roof repair
along with chimney reflashing and seal on the kitchen
roof.

When Alison began to mention the need for a new
church sign on Lake Howell Road, I was concerned
that we get a quality job, with a ‘look’ that would fit in
well with the surrounding community and be a positive addition to our building and grounds. As luck
would have it, Steve Erwin had already provided us
with a new church logo, and present and former administrative assistants Drucila Mundo and Cindy Borr
were readily available with their artistic perspectives. I
was also able to get some good creative input from Bill
Platt and his crew from the Icon Guild. By the time we
had final meetings with Juan Gonzalez and his team
from Signs Now in Winter Park, we had a pretty good
idea what we were looking for. In early May, our new
church sign went up right on schedule at the start of
the Wednesday healing service.

Working with the City of Winter Park, the Fire

Light sensors to provide reliable outside lighting for
the new sign were provided by K&S Electric who also
installed new flat panel LED lights in the church office
and the conference room, designed to provide more
light, last longer and use less energy. K&S has also been
instrumental in providing replacement breakers and
other components to avoid power outages in the sanctuary and sprinkler systems. Another longtime partner
All State Lighting has continued to be a reliable source
for brighter LED lighting and replacement lamps in the
church sanctuary.
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Deaths at St. Richard’s 2018

Don “Donnie” Patton Smith, January 28th, 2018
Frances Virginia “Ginger” Sterne Herndon, February
19th, 2018
Harry Bruce Straight, March 10th, 2018
Glenn Smith Warren, May 28th, 2018
Catherine Ruth Beard, June 10th, 2018
Marjorie Bernstine, June 27th, 2018
Marion Irene McCay, August 12th 2018
Stephanie Jill Hagler, September 21, 2018
Wendy Ferelith Rambarran, October 25, 2018
Floyd Orville “Johnny” Johnson, December 14, 2018
Marshall, FireMaster, and the City of Casselberry,
we continue to keep our equipment and facilities in
compliance with existing codes. In December, Geoff
Marquand completed annual testing of backflow prevention devices per City of Casselberry regulations.
During the summer, we cooperated with the City of
Winter Park, as part of their Storm Water Drainage
Improvement Project. We also continue to work with
Trugreen and Massey Services to maintain high environmental quality.

Senior Warden’s
Report
Jim Christoph, Senior Warden
It has been an honor to serve my three year term on
the Vestry of St. Richards and as Senior Warden during
this last year. These last three years have been critical
times for planning and decision making particularly
with respect to our relationship of cooperation with
the Bishop and Diocese of Central Florida. The members’ dedicated research and discussion of the subcommittee of the vestry assigned to examine local access to
marriage rites approved by the National Convention
in 2015 and our own local canons have been productive and now seemingly have finally come to fruition.
The dark and hurtful times from our local convention
just one year ago have now been replaced by joy and
peace the direct result of the most recent 2018 National
Convention actions. It is awesome to report that our
hours of work have been rewarded with a favorable result that has great potential for our future growth and
inclusive ministry here at St. Richards.

In the spring we requested that Duke Energy change
our electric billing from a ‘Rate of Use’ to a more economical ‘Non Rate of Use’ schedule. Amerigas Propane
has also agreed to switch from an autocycle refill plan
to a less expensive refill of our propane tank on an as
needed basis. I want to conclude by thanking the staff
and vestry, Treasurer Kathie Wilson, Sarah Martin, and
David Kellogg for working tirelessly to pay the bills
and help keep costs down. With the expectation that
challenges with the property will continue to arise, I
want to thank the entire parish family of St. Richard’s
for supporting and making this ministry possible now
and in the future.Your great generosity is a wonderful
testament to the character of this parish and the glory
of God. I look forward to continuing our work together as strive to accomplish even more in 2019!

My other aim is to express my thankfulness for the
dedication and fervor of our members to pledging and
giving that has supported the ongoing work through
the annual budgets of St. Richards. This is truly an
amazing congregation of followers of Jesus, who seriously demonstrate their commitments to the ministries
of the St. Richards. I really don’t have the words to
express how much it has been a privilege to be among
you and experience your caring love and fellowship.

Baptisms at St. Richard’s 2018
Journey Joy John, March 4th 2018
Penelope Ann McCall, December 23rd 2018
Paxon Timmons Graham, December 30th 2018

Marriages at St. Richard’s 2018

Folasade Olajumake Ajayi & Abroden Ayodele Origa,
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