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Resurrection..
We live in the
hope of the resurrection. But what is
it to be resurrected?
Only one has been
resurrected, Jesus,
the God/Man. And
we are promised a
resurrection like his.
That means that we
will really die in the bodies we have now. And we
will be raised in a new imperishable body. We will
be recognizable. We will feel no pain, only joy. But
not on the earth as we know it. We will be resurrected when heaven and earth come together and
there is a new heaven, and a new earth and all will
be unified and peaceful. That is our apocalyptic
hope and vision. So while Jesus was resurrected
on this earth as it is, he could not stay. He ascended into heaven as our Nicene Creed says. We have
to wait. But where do we wait?

Drawing from the story that Jesus tells in Luke
16 about a poor man named Lazarus who dies and
goes to rest in the bosom of Abraham, Christians
started conceiving of heaven. Heaven, that is where
Jesus in his resurrected body is. That is where the
souls of all the departed through the mercy of God
rest in peace. Heaven, beautiful and restful, with
plenty of food and wine, no more pain, no more
poverty. And that conception of heaven started
to be enough. Understandable as most people in
the middle ages suffered in some way, death and
disease, famine and war. Why bother conceiving of
a new earth to come back to if heaven was so nice...

For early Christians it really didn’t matter much
what happened when people died because Christ
was expected to come again and usher in the
Paraousia, the end of this earth and the birth of
the next any moment. People “fell asleep” in death
awaiting the time of the general resurrection.
Time kept ticking. People started to wonder and
to worry. Where will I go? Is it my soul that lives
and waits? How?

It’s time to shift our focus on heaven being
enough and back to making our Christian communities as much like the vision of the new heaven
and the new earth as possible. And we are doing
just that at St. Richard’s. Looking forward to the
general resurrection but living each day as though
we are resurrected people now. Live and love. Give
and receive. Make the most of every moment and
expect that heaven will be nice, but resurrection
will be better.

Our world is a better place now than it was
when heaven became enough. Many of us live long
healthy lives. Diseases are curable, treatable and
manageable. Very few mothers and children die in
childbirth. Despite the issues of the day, the world
is a pretty nice place for most of us who subscribe
to our newsletter.

--The Rev. Alison P. Harrity

Lenten Happenings at

{

Lent a word meaning spring or lengthening of
days is the season of the church year when
we take a look at ourselves and enter into a
time of study and prayer and fasting.

St.Richard’s...

we were all anointed in baptism and made
Christ’s own forever.

}

Imposition of Ashes and Holy Eucharist Rite I
12:00 p.m. in the Church
Ashes on the Go in the
Driveway
4:30-6:00 p.m.
Imposition of Ashes and Holy Eucharist Rite II with Schola St. Richard’s
7:00 p.m. in the Church

Stations of the Cross

MARCH
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Fridays starting March 8, 6:00 p.m. in the
Memorial Garden
Pilgrimages to the Holy Land were popular for
early Christians, In the Middle Ages, pilgrimages became more dangerous and difficult as
Christianity spread across the world. In order
to recreate the Via Delarosa, or the Way of
the Cross, the journey Jesus took through
Jerusalem to the cross, the church created
the Stations of the Cross, a virtual pilgrimage
that uses 14 images of Christ’s Passion. Our
stations are located in the Memorial Garden.
We will walk the Stations of the Cross together each Friday in Lent: March 8, 15, 22, 29
and April 5, 12 and 19 at 6:00 p.m.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper and Talent Show

Tuesday, March 5, 5:00-7:00 p.m. in the
Parish Hall
Shrove, a word related to “shriven” is to administer the sacrament of confession; to
absolve. Christian tradition prepared for the
season of fasting by ridding the house of all
the yeast and fattening things. To that end we
have a party! Otherwise known as Mardi Gras
or Fat Tuesday, this is final day of celebration
as we prepare for the more penitential season.
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Wednesday Lenten Soup
and Salad and Education

Ash Wednesday

Wednesday March 6
The first day of Lent. The church invites you to
a Holy Lent by remembering that we are dust
and to dust we shall return. A time to reflect
on the impermanence of this life and to set
our minds on the eternal life that God promises us in a new heaven and a new earth. We
use ashes to make the sign of the cross on
our foreheads, remembering the place where
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Wednesday in Lent, 6:00-7:30 p.m. March
13, 20, 27 April 3 and 10
A Pilgrim age to the Holy Land of My Soul led
by Rector Emeritus The Rev. Dr. Tom Downs
Come and enjoy a simple Lenten Supper and
engage in discussion about our inner spiritual
journeys. Tom Downs has prepared a curriculum that uses Richard Rohr’s book, “Breathing
Underwater”.
2

APRIL
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Good Friday

Holy Week April 14-20

12:00 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy, Veneration
of the Cross and Communion from the
Reserve
Good Friday is the day that Jesus was crucified and died. While we do not have a three
hour liturgy at St. Richard’s we do offer a
time to come forward to the rail and offer your
prayers before a wooden cross as is traditional in some Episcopal and Roman Catholic
churches.

Holy Week, the week before Easter gives us
the opportunity to not simply commemorate
the week that Jesus ate the last supper with
his disciples, was arrested, crucified and
buried. The liturgy of the church is designed
to help us participate in the experience of that
week, the lessons that Jesus came to teach
those of us who choose to follow him, the
emotions that come with his betrayal, denial
and abandonment and the joy at the miracle
of his resurrection.
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Stations of the Cross
6:00 p.m. in the Memorial Garden

Palm Sunday

The Great Vigil of Easter

Sunday, April 14
The Liturgy of the Palms which reenacts
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem will be
held at both the 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. services.
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Saturday, April 20, 7:00 p.m.
The Church operates on a lunar calendar.
Easter begins at sundown on Saturday and
we ring in the day of Resurrection with the ancient service of the Great Vigil. This includes
readings from both the Hebrew Scriptures and
New Testament; a journey through our salvation history, a reaffirmation of our Baptismal
Covenant and the first Eucharist of Easter.

Holy Wednesday

Wednesday, April 17, 12:00 p.m.
Healing Service in the Lady Chapel
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Maunday Thursday

Easter

Thursday, April 18, 7:00 p.m.
Foot Washing, Holy Eucharist and Stripping of
the Altar in the Church
Maundy coming from the Latin “maundatum”
or commandment is the day when we remember the last Passover meal Jesus shared
with his disciples. He commanded them to
take and eat his body and drink his blood
and remember him. In John’s Gospel, Jesus
washes the feet of his disciples and calls
them his friends and commands them to love
one another, as he has loved them. We will
end the service with the stripping of the altar
and a procession of the reserve Sacrament
to the Altar of Repose in the Lady Chapel.
The Church will be open all night as we keep
watch with Jesus and sit vigil.

Sunday, April 21
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 a.m. Festival Choral Mass
12 Noon Easter Egg Hunt
5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I

3
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OutreachMinistry
‘After our busy December (hosting Family Promise 12/9-12/16, donating gift cards to enable Family Promise parents to provide Christmas gifts for
their children, and providing Angel Tree gift cards
to the Foundation for Foster Children), Outreach
used January to refocus and recharge. February
brings new ideas and energy under the leadership
of Christina Hensley, who has accepted the role
of Outreach Commission Chair for 2019. Please
e-mail Chris at henslec717@gmail.com if you
would like to be a part of this exciting ministry.

doing sign-ups at the red booth beginning Feb 24,
or you can e-mail her at kathyandlesa@aol.com to
volunteer. In addition, we will serve the hungry in
Sanford through Grace and Grits on April 3. Please
see James and Jennifer Cooper at the
red booth or contact
them at ljdavid@
gmail.com if you
can help us out.
Stay tuned for some
new Outreach opportunities this year,
and please let Chris know if there is something
specific you would like to see us do, or better yet,
you would like to lead.

Upcoming Outreach projects include March 11, we
need many hands to help sort clothes for the thrift
shop at The Sharing Center in Sanford, and on
April 16 we will return to The Sharing Center to
assist with the Easter food distribution day. Kathy
Anderson is leading these projects and will be

St. Margaret’s Guild

There is a woman’s organization at St. Richard’s
Church that provides caring outreach services to
those in need, offers warm fellowship and friendship, and serves wonderful refreshments at every
meeting! The organization meets on the third
Monday of the month at 10:00 AM at St. Richard’s
Church. Can you guess the name of this group?
Hint: It is named for an 11th Century Scottish
Queen (and English Princess) who was known for
her many charitable works. Yes! St. Margaret’s
Guild!

it’s a Chili Cook off, Kentucky Derby Party, or
Raffle, St. Margaret’s Guild always strives to build
fellowship, include everyone, and have fun in the
process.”
If you are a woman at St. Richard’s Church interested in having fun while supporting outreach and
fellowship, please consider attending a meeting
soon. ST. MARGARET’S GUILD WANTS YOU!
With a larger membership St. Margaret’s Guild
could do even more good works than it now does.
You are warmly invited to join the Guild.

For decades St. Margaret’s Guild has provided
help for local, national and international causes as
well as St. Richard’s parishioners. Additionally,
St. Margaret’s Guild has enriched many fellowship
programs at St. Richard’s church with exciting
events and amazing cuisine. The 2018 Annual
Report stated that currently, “St. Margaret’s Guild
women gather monthly to share, pray, laugh, and
plan. The Guild “projects” raise funds for outreach within St. Richard’s church, community, and
the companion Diocese of Honduras. So, whether
1

St. Margaret’s Guild will meet on Monday, March
18th at 10:00 AM. in classroom 1. Come early to
enjoy refreshments and socialize.
If you work during the day, cannot attend morning
meetings and still wish to be part of St. Margaret’s
Guild, please contact one of the Guild co-presidents: Bernice Downs or Priscilla Pini. Their
contact information is on the St. Richard’s website
or at the church office. There are many ways to
4
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stay informed about activities and to participate
even when you cannot attend the meetings.

Don’t hesitate to be part of
St. Margaret’s Guild.
Your participation will be important
and welcome.

Holy Week Schedule
Fridays March 8-April 19: Friday Stations

2019...

}

includes a time when each member of the congregation is welcome to come to the altar rail and
touch an old rugged cross and give thanks for the
sacrifice of Jesus’ life.

of the Cross is at 6:00 p.m. in the Memorial Garden.

Sunday, April 14: Palm Sunday, Liturgy of the

Saturday, April 20: The Great Vigil of Easter,

Palm 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

7:00 p.m. Starting with the kindling of the new fire
and moving into the church behind the paschal
candle to the ancient chant of the Exultet. It is the
first service of Easter.

Wednesday, April 17: Healing Service, 12:00
p.m.

Thursday, April 18: Maunday Thursday,

Sunday, April 21: Easter Day, 8:00 a.m. and

Liturgy & Stripping of the Altar, 7:00 p.m. in the
Church. We will gather together to commemorate
the Last Supper and remember the day that Jesus
was arrested and sat awaiting trial.

10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. Rite I Holy Communion, 10:30 a.m. Rite
II Holy Communion in the Church (Easter Egg
Hunt after service) 5:00 p.m. Rite II Holy Communion in the Church

Friday, April 19: Good Friday Liturgy, Veneration of the Cross & Communion from the Reserve,
12:00 p.m. in the Church. This solemn liturgy

Christ is Risen! The Lord is Risen Indeed!
Alleluia!
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Lenten Pilgrimage To The Holy Land Of My Soul....
Holy Land of My Soul. We will try to raise
“soul-stirring” wisdom and questions that
will help us notice the holiness of God in
ourselves and every other person. We hope
to deepen our concern for vulnerable and
marginalized people and indeed develop a
“sense of courtesy” toward all of creation.

Wednesday Night
Lenten Soup and Salad & Education
March 13, 20, 27, April 3 & 10, 2019,
6:00-7:30 p.m.

On five Wednesday evenings in Lent we
will meet for a simple supper followed by
a five week exploration of spiritual life in
order to become more alive interiorly, and
more inspired in dealing with life in a rather dysfunctional world. As resources we
will use Richard Rohr’s Breathing Under
Water and Tom Downs’ Pilgrimage to the

In a word, we will try to learn more about
how to “become an instrument of God’s
peace.”
Breathing Under Water by Richard Rohr
We are all addicted in some way. When we learn to identify our addiction, embrace our brokenness, and surrender to God, we begin to bring healing to ourselves
and our world. In Breathing Under Water, Richard Rohr
shows how the gospel principles in the Twelve Steps can
free anyone from any addiction—from an obvious dependence on alcohol or drugs to the more common but
less visible addiction that we all have to sin.
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UPCOMING
Attention Foodies and
Lunch-Bunche’s!
Bill Wolf is organizing a
series of once a month
get-togethers for after church
dining, on the first Sunday of
each month at local restaurants, that can accommodate

Events...

Please help Schola St. Richard’s get a collection of the new hymnal One Lord, One Faith,
One Baptism plus a collection of various other
pieces by registering and attending the “Sing
to the Rafters” workshop hosted by Dr. Carl
MaultsBy and featuring the Candler School of
Theology of Emory University Professor Dr.
James Abbington, Saturday, March 9, 2019,
9:30 AM-12:45 PM, Episcopal Church of St.
John the Baptist, 1000 Bethune Drive, Orlando, FL 32805. Dr. MaultsBy was a member of
the hymnals Core Committee.

ORGAN RECITAL...
Organ Recital by the University of Florida Organ Studio
Sunday, March 24, 2019,
5:30 PM
(Immediately following the
Taize Service)

Spring 2019 Summoning the Divine Series
The Faith and Art of T. S.
Eliot (1888-1965)

POET ESSAYIST PLAYWRIGHT ANGLICAN
THE MOST CELEBRATED 20TH CENTURY
POET

groups with great food and
stimulating conversation.
Join the “wolf-pack” for our
first outing Sunday, March
3rd at Boardwalk at 12:30
pm. We need a head count
to set up the tables at the
restaurant so sign up at the
red booth or RSVP with Bill
Platt at 407-417-2009.
Stay Updated

Stay updated with our upcoming events here at St. Richard’s-check out our website
at www.strichards.org or join
our weekly E-News. To be
added to our weekly E-News
send an email to drucila@
strichards.org. You can also
stay updated by liking our
Facebook page at StRichardsWinterPark.

Here’s how it works. If St. Richard’s can get
a group of 10 or more, the registration fee is
$20 per person, a $5 reduction from the regular $25 fee. In addition to the hymnal, workshop participants receive a packet of music
scores. Dr. MaultsBy is asking St. Richard’s
participants to donate both the music packet
as well as the hymnals to Schola St. Richard’s.
Write a check in the amount of $20 payable to
St. Richard’s. On the memo line write “HYMNAL.” If you are unable to attend, please register and Dr. MaultsBy will retrieve the packet
and hymnal on your behalf and deliver to St.
Richard’s.
8

Nobel Prize for Literature
British Order of Merit
French Legion of Honor
U.S. Presidential Freedom
Medal
3 Tony Awards
Best Play (Cocktail Party)
Book & Lyrics for Musical
CATS
Session 2: February 25-26
Session 3: March 18-19
Session 4: April 29-30
Monday evening 6:30-8 p.m.
(Repeated)
Tuesday morning 9:30-11
a.m.
Readings available in St.
Richard’s Church Office or
via email. Everyone is welcome even if you don’t have
time to do readings!
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A new look
for the choir
room & a joyful weekend
with the Presiding Bishop...
Burr Anderson
Junior Warden
The last few weeks at St. Richard’s have been very eventful
to say the least. Of course, with
Alison and all the fascinating
parishioners we have, it seems
there’s something going on almost all the time. I still can’t get
over all the work that was done
on the parish workday. Church
windows and sanctuary were
cleaned and polished, nursery
and kitchen were organized and
spruced up, memorial garden
flower beds were mulched and
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chael Curry. It has been fascinating to see this positive, energetic
preacher convey his message
of forgiveness and love at both
the “Keep Saying Yes to Jesus
Revival” at First Baptist Church
in Orlando and at a joyful Eucharist at the Cathedral Church
of St. Luke downtown. First
Baptist Pastor Dr. David Uth
welcomed the revival gathering
warmly, saying he was happy to
see his church filled with people
besides Baptists. In fact, I was
amazed to see 4000 plus people
filling both the upper and lower
bowl of the church as part of
an ‘Episcopal gathering’. From
prayer and praise, to Hispanic revival to traditional gospel
music, the “Keep Saying Yes
to Jesus Revival” underscored
the ever broadening diversity of
trimmed, and, last but not least,
the Episcopal Church in Central
the choir room was completely
cleared of furniture, instruments, Florida. On the other hand, the
Sunday Eucharist at the Cathemusic, cabinets - you name it,
in preparation for repainting and dral Church of St. Luke showcased the strength and beauty of
installation of new flooring. By
traditional architecture, music
the time this goes to print, the
choir room should have a whole and liturgy. The wonderful thing
was, that in both instances, the
new look.
Presiding Bishop’s message of
learning to love God, yourself
In addition to all the details of
the choir room renovation, we’ve and your neighbor by saying yes
to Jesus came through loud and
been involved in the festivities
clear.
of the 50th Anniversary of the
Episcopal Diocese of Central
But even after all the colorful
Florida and the visit of the Preatmosphere and activities of the
siding Bishop of the Episcopal
Church, The Most Reverend Mi- 50th Anniversary weekend, I
11

St. Margaret’s
Chili Cook-Off

Continue from page...
will always be impressed with
the dedication and service of
our parish family at St. Richard’s and the unique, friendly
atmosphere of our church home.
Many thanks to each and every
one of you who do so much to
make it possible.

{

Thank you to all who participated in the St. Margaret’s
Chili Cook-Off. The St Margaret’s Guild collected
$900 in which all proceeds go to support various
Outreach projects
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Epiphany, the Church’s Celebration of Light was
joyful each week. Special music, our Pot Luck
Epiphany Party and White Elephant Exchange and
the Youth Group Bowling Party made it great.
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A groundbreaking wedding
at St. Richard’s and for the
Diocese of Central Florida;
Felix and Bob were married
February 16.

} Here at St.Richard’s...

{

The Church is not the building it is the
people. Welcome to everyone who has
visited and/or joined this past Christmas
and Epiphany season!

}

{

Meatloaf, Fried Chicken and FUN! Divine
Diners welcomed six new members into our
fellowship at the Metro Diner on February
24. It’s a great way to meet new people!

}

Divine Diners

Joyce Walworth
Spiritual Director

“A companion on your journey”
321.765.4303
joywalw2@gmail.com

QUALITY

CLEANING

I highly recommend Beth Emery both to
clean and help you unpack if you have just
moved to Orlando as I had last summer.
She is hardworking, honest, fun to talk
to, and responsible. I lucked out finding her.
Her number is 407-781-7185.
-Jan Little
St. Richard’s is happy to use the following
Vendors:

Airtech of Central Florida * Firemaster
Amerigas * Village Solution Lawn care
Allstate Lighting * Mark’s Piano Works
William Longmore (Organ Tuner)
Double Discount Plumbing
K&S Electric 321-277-5066

www.strichards.org
Visit us on Facebook
We are a church on a mission to discover God’s grace, change our lives and change the world.
Whoever you are, and wherever you may be on the journey of the Spirit, St. Richard’s Episcopal Church welcomes you.

