
 
 
 
 

All Souls Episcopal Church 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Annual Parish Meeting Minutes 

May 20, 2018 
 
Meeting Officials: 
Chair: Father Hartsuff 
Parish Registrar and Meeting Secretary: Heidi Rasciner 
Parliamentarian: Jessica Harvey 
Tellers: Mother Soulis, Lesley Krauland, Mark Porter 
Check-In: Barry Huber, Kevin LeGrand, Elaine Eaker 
 
Opening:  
Father Hartsuff called the meeting to order at Noon and said a prayer to open the meeting. 
Following the introduction of the Meeting Officials and the certification of voters, the presence 
of a quorum was confirmed. 
 
Elections: 

• Statements from all Vestry Candidates had been previously circulated and were included 
in the meeting materials; there were no nominations from the floor. 

• Greg Lebel was the only candidate for Junior Warden and was elected by acclamation to 
a two-year term. 

• Candidates for General Members of the Vestry gave brief introductory remarks: Sheila 
Arbury, Al Muller, Wynsor Taylor, Stefanie Vestal, Rita Zener. 

• Balloting began for three General Members of the Vestry. 
 
Church Officer Remarks 
 
Treasurer: David Hollis 

• The Treasurer’s Report and the Endowment and Investment Fund Report were included 
in the meeting materials. 

 
Junior Warden: Greg Lebel 

• Buildings and Grounds 
o Received a rebate of an erroneous charge from the DC government 
o Working to get parking signs replaced 
o Coalition of houses of worship are working to get water runoff fees reduced 
o Damage to doors to the parking lot will be fixed soon 

• Welcoming work 
o New name tags are working well 
o Working on visitor follow-up 



o Adding interior signs to help people navigate around the church building 
o Radical Welcome discussion group is getting ready to take the next steps 

 
Senior Warden: Daniel Callis 

• Thanks to outgoing Vestry members Melissa Barrett, Trevor Boothe and Elaine Eaker for 
their service. 

• Governance Committee has been working on a job description for the Rector, policies for 
the Rectory Fund, policies on emergency preparedness. 

• Preparing for a Mutual Ministry Review in the future. 
• Town Hall Discussion of By-Laws 

o Other parishes have also recently updated their by-laws 
o Wanted to bring issues to the congregation, particularly regarding nominations 

from the floor and absentee voting 
o Lots of concern about people who have to miss the annual meeting, e.g. for work, 

illness, family events 
o Suggestions: make voting available over more than one Sunday; directed or full 

power proxy voting; absentee balloting should take precedence over allowing 
nominations from the floor 

o Want broadest possible participation 
o Should there be a “good cause” requirement before allowing a parishioner to vote 

by absentee ballot? Who would decide what qualifies? 
o Concerns about absentee voting, including conflict with Robert’s Rules of Order, 

inability to participate in discussion 
o Issues related to presence of a quorum? 
o Additional comments can be sent to the Senior Warden 

 
Election Results: 

• Sheila Arbury, Wynsor Taylor, and Stefanie Vestal were elected to three-year terms on 
the Vestry. 

• Thanks to all the candidates, including those who were not elected; there will be other 
opportunities to serve. 

 
New Business: 

• Curate: Father Hartsuff explained that the new Curate we are planning to hire is part of a 
program by our Diocese to support local placement of priests; they have found a good 
match for us and will pay 50% of the compensation for the two-year placement. The 
Vestry supports the hiring. 

• Father Hartsuff acknowledged transitions among parishioners who are retiring or going 
away to school. 

 
Adjournment, Blessing, and Dismissal 

• Father Hartsuff said a closing prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 1:05 PM. 
 


