
   
 

   
 

 
 

 

Vestry Elections 2019 
 

At our annual meeting on Sunday, June 9, we will elect a new senior 
warden and three new vestry members. The term of our current junior 
warden, Greg Lebel, continues for one more year. 
 
We will soon post a list of parishioners eligible to vote in this election. 
Thanks to recent changes in our bylaws, we are able to offer an absentee 
voting option this year. We will also soon share information on how to vote 
in advance if you will not be able to attend the meeting. Please take the time 
for careful and prayerful consideration of your vote.  
 
For more information on the role of the vestry and parish governance, visit 
www.allsoulsdc.org/governance.  
 
  



   
 

   
 

 Senior Warden  
 

Al Muller, MD: After much soul-searching, I am offering my name for 
your consideration to fill the position of Senior Warden because I believe we 
are facing an urgent challenge—plummeting membership—one which could 
benefit from new and independent leadership on the vestry.  I would hope to 
qualify for that role on the basis of proven service and loyalty to All Souls 
since 2001:  as Head Usher, Healing Prayer Minister, and founding treasurer 
for the Episcopal Men’s Fellowship, as well as a frequent participant in the 

Adult Forums.  In the past, I have served as Mayor of a village council for 26 years, as well as 
many years’ service on my condo board, so I have experience in both listening and forging 
consensus, especially if there is controversy. 

I commend our hardworking vestry and rector for interviewing all parishioners and 
communicating these concerns to us.  However, I do not have a clear idea of how they will 
address these concerns, beyond trying many new programs, all of which I support.  As Senior 
Warden I would seek answers to these concerns by first communicating with departed 
congregants to learn their reasons for leaving.  I would then have an open and candid 
discussion with our congregation on a regular basis, as had been done in years past.  
Ultimately, our parishioners are the heart and soul of any church community and we need to 
have an ongoing dialogue within our spiritual community. 

I care deeply about All Souls and will do my very best to serve you faithfully if you allow me 
this privilege. 

 

Dale Lewis: I’ve been at All Souls since 2003.  I went onto the Vestry in 
2007, served as Junior Warden from 2009 to 2011, and was Senior Warden 
from 2011 to 2015.  The major challenge of my tenure as a Warden was 
approving a design for the handicap accessibility extension, raising funds 
for construction, and successfully completing that project.  

Since then, I served on the Rector Search Committee, consistently 
participated in the Welcome Group including the Unstuck Church initiative, led our Pride 
booth in 2015, 2016, and 2017, fried turkeys every Thanksgiving (including coordinating the 
2018 Thanksgiving Dinner), and continued involvement in various building-related activities 
including getting bids for stained glass work and leading a Clean-Up day in 2017.   

Most recently, I have become the Troop Committee Chair for our all girls Scouts BSA troop 
248: It’s been 50 years since I made Eagle Scout and I cannot adequately express how jazzed I 



   
 

   
 

am about the idea our girls getting their Eagle Scout medals.  That would have been 
absolutely unthinkable 50 years ago and makes such perfect sense today.  This troop is a 
wonderful example of “Progressive Thinking” at All Souls! 

As Senior Warden, I will continue to focus on welcoming newcomers to All Souls.  I will be 
very supportive of the current Junior Warden’s wonderful efforts to maintain and improve 
our facility.  I will foster our new starts including our Partnership in Cuba.  I am concerned 
about operating on a deficit budget—we have to get past that.  Above all, I will ensure that 
All Souls remains a church for all souls—both those who are here today and those who will 
be joining us. 

 

 
General Member of the Vestry 

 

Heidi Rasciner: The church has always been a big part of my life.  I 
grew up in the Episcopal Church and I’ve been a member of All Souls for 
more than half my life.  I love the people and traditions here at All Souls, 
the things that make All Souls special, and the things that connect us to the 
broader Episcopal Church.  Here in our Diocese, we are working on a 
“strategic planning process that we hope will allow us to take stock together 

of where we are now—our strengths and our challenges, where we see fruitfulness in our 
ministries and where we struggle—and then commit to a mutually discerned vision of God’s 
preferred future for our diocese.”  Our Rector, Father Jadon, is part of the Leadership Team for 
our Region and several of us took part in a Regional Discovery Session with representatives 
from other parishes in our Region; in that session, which was facilitated by the Unstuck Group, 
we talked about what’s healthy and what’s “stuck” in our parishes, and we shared a vision for 
what life in our Diocese could be like in five years.  How might we support each other and 
grow together as a Diocese?  We on the Vestry are also considering a similar process; I would 
like to be a part of that process of planning how we can support each other, how can we grow 
together as a parish, and how can we connect with the communities around us. 
 

Jim Lewis: I have attended All Souls for more than 20 years.  For the past five 
years I have been a member of the All Souls Endowment Board, serving for the last 
four years as chairman.  The Board is responsible for the investment of more than 
$2.4 million in endowment funds.  It recommends outreach grants of up to five 
percent of the Endowment fund’s balance each year to qualified charitable 
organizations.  The amount of total grants has ranged from $40,000 to over 

$100,000 in past years.  The Board also oversees the investment of the Rectory Fund. 



   
 

   
 

Christ House and St. Mary’s Court have traditionally been recipients of grants from the 
Endowment.  I have been a long-term supporter of Christ House, and I have served on the 
Board of St. Mary’s Court. I also have been an active participant for many years in the Episcopal 
Men’s Fellowship and the Foyer Dinner Groups. 
 
Professionally, I am a financial advisor at Merrill Lynch as well as a private real estate investor.  
I have served as a Trustee of the DC Public Library and as a member of the Board of Visitors of 
the library at my alma mater, Wake Forest University.  I have served as a member of the Board 
of Watergate East, where I have lived for many years. 
 
I would bring to the Vestry institutional knowledge of the parish and many years of experience 
in finance and governance, which are vital to the future of All Souls. 
 

Ryan Burwinkel: These past few years at All Souls have taken me 
from some of my greatest challenges to my greatest blessings.  
When we first joined this parish, I had lost my job, was about to lose 
family, and feared I might lose hope.  Today, I’ve found a career, married 
the love of my life, and begun planning for a bright future together—all 
with the guidance and counsel of Jadon and our fellow parishioners. 

Sarah and I cherish the church family we’ve found here.  When Jadon celebrated our wedding 
in Dallas in March, we were joined by as many of our brothers and sisters in Christ from All 
Souls as our brothers and sisters from our own families. 
 
I want to do all that I can to help that church family grow and thrive.  That’s why I said yes as 
soon as it was suggested that I stand for vestry this year.  
 
If elected, I would hope to marry the insights I’ve gained as a member of the Ushers’ Guild and 
Giving Committee with the professional expertise I’ve learned in marketing and 
communications.  I would also lean on my direct experience guiding other institutions with 
deep roots towards new growth and mission focus. 
 
Our church has its own great blessings and challenges to embrace over these next few years.  It 
would be an honor to roll up my sleeves and join our Vestry in that good work -- to the benefit 
of All Souls, and every soul that calls our church home. 
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