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The Message: Juneteenth & Father’s Day 

This Sunday is the Second Sunday after Pentecost on the church calendar. On the secular calendar, it 
is both Father’s Day and Juneteenth. Juneteenth is the most recently designated Federal holiday and 
marks the day — June 19, 1865 — when enslaved people in Texas were informed of their freedom 
after Robert E. Lee surrendered in the Civil War. It is also known as “Emancipation Day.” Growing 
up in western NY state, I had never heard of Juneteenth until recent years. I was wondering about 
President Lincoln’s January 1, 1863 Emancipation Proclamation and its relationship to Juneteenth 
and I got a significant history lesson from the National Archives (www.archives.gov): 

The Emancipation Proclamation was limited in many ways. It applied only to states that had 
seceded from the United States, leaving slavery untouched in the loyal border states. It also ex-
pressly exempted parts of the Confederacy (the Southern secessionist states) that had already 
come under Northern control. Most important, the freedom it promised depended upon Union 
(United States) military victory. 

Although the Emancipation Proclamation did not end slavery in the nation, it captured the 
hearts and imagination of millions of Americans and fundamentally transformed the character of 
the war. After January 1, 1863, every advance of federal troops expanded the domain of freedom. 
Moreover, the Proclamation announced the acceptance of black men into the Union Army and 
Navy, enabling the liberated to become liberators. 

I knew nothing of these details, but they help me better understand the complexity and context of 
the Emancipation Proclamation. They also help me to better imagine the joy of those in Texas upon 
finally receiving the news of the end of the Civil War and of their emancipation. Imagine the re-
newed rejoicing that occurs as we continue to address the multiple complex issues that linger in our 
society due to racism and the legacy of slavery. These are topics that we are morally obligated to ex-
amine and address by our baptismal vows, since we have promised as followers of Christ Jesus to 
“strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity of every human person” (BCP, 
pg 305). Juneteenth is a great time to renew our commitment to confront these issues with integrity, 
as Christ’s body the church urges us to do. Grace and peace to all, especially to those who have been 
loving father figures to us. 

-the Rev. Julianne+ 

Updates 

 

Special Notice: All Souls Parish Vitality Survey 2022 The tasks of a transition time include looking 
in the mirror together and seeing who we are now as a faith community, and then planning for our 
future. The Parish Vitality Assessment (PVA) process was mandated for all parishes of this Diocese. 
Fortuitously for us, the PVA process dovetails nicely with our transition tasks. The Parish Vitality 
Assessment looks at the seven vital signs of parish health that have been defined by the diocese. 
They are: 1. Compelling Mission & Vision; 2. Clear Path of Discipleship; 3. Faithful Financial Practic-
es; 4. Inspiring & Capable Leadership; 5. Welcoming & Connecting Ministries; 6. Uplifting & Invit-
ing Worship; and 7. Blessing Our Community. 

Emails went out earlier (6/9) inviting survey participation. The email came from rec-
tor@allsoulsdc.org via SurveyMonkey, so it is possible that your computer may have blocked it or 
your email sent it to spam. Please know that your survey responses are anonymous and cannot be 
linked to you. 

If you did not receive an email today, you may participate in the survey by clicking the link in the 
digital Weekly or by contacting the office (office@allsoulsdc.org). 

Your participation in this assessment is vitally important. We need as full a picture of All Souls in 
June 2022 as we can obtain to guide our visioning and planning for our life of faith and ministry go-
ing forward.  

Office Closed on Monday, June 20th in observance of Juneteenth.  

Wise & Mature Luncheon will be June 30th, at 12:45 pm, following the noon Mass. This will be the 
last lunch of the summer - we will resume in September. Please make your reservation by email to 
Mark (hcj72380@aol.com) no later than Monday, June 27th. A thoughtful donation of $10 or more 
would be appreciated.  



 

 

  

Building Recap and Update As first reported in November, the systems that heat the nave and un-
dercroft and that cool the nave are not working and must be replaced. This is the reason we are 
holding Sunday services in the undercroft during the summer. We contracted a mechanical engi-
neering firm to design a replacement but discovered problems with the design and undertook a peer 
review last month. We are working with engineers and architects to complete a suitable design.  

Additionally, our roof had leaks following storms in February. Quick repairs resolved the immedi-
ate problems but extensive further work is needed, and it is likely that much of our older roofs (98 
and 108 years old) will need to be replaced. HVAC and reroofing are the two large cost items, but 
other significant projects, such as repairing and painting exterior trim, will need to be addressed 
soon. Members of the Finance Committee are refining a financing strategy to fund the work in a 
manner that will leave the parish on sound financial footing. Funding sources include: an insurance 
claim awarded based on the roof damage, capital campaign (modest), loan, and the rectory fund.   
 

Getting Active at All Souls 

Gather for Prayer by Zoom You are warmly invited to join us for shared prayer by Zoom! 

Centering Prayer Mondays at 7 pm, No prior experience of Centering Prayer is necessary as 
brief instructions will be provided. The total time will be about 30 minutes. The Zoom link is on 
the digital Weekly or use: 

Meeting ID: 881 7390 5679 
Passcode: 570398 

Friday Evening Vespers at 7 pm, there will be Evening Prayer with a reflection by Zoom and 
will last about 45 minutes. The Zoom link is on the digital Weekly or use: 

Meeting ID: 841 9281 9758 
Passcode: 951964 

 
To join either service via landline, dial 1 301 715 8592, then enter Meeting ID, then “#”, when asked for 

a personal ID press “#” again, and then finally the passcode. 


