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THE MESSAGE: THE POWER OF LOVE 
Last weekend was especially tough.  The tragic shootings in El 
Paso and Dayton sent shock waves throughout the country as 
the news spread and we struggled to grasp both the reality that 
each had occurred and the fact that mass shooting incidents such 
as these, and gun violence more generally, seems to be getting 
worse in our society, not better. We are called to do more than 
pray, to be sure. 
 

The week before was also tough, as wide swaths of the county 
grappled with an increasingly heightened climate of racial 
tension in our public discourse. Some argue that it is better to 
have this tension out in the public than hidden behind closed 
doors. Others fear that progress made in the last several decades 
is eroding at increasingly alarming rates.  In a widely publicized 
July 30 statement our own bishop was called to ask, “when will 
Americans have enough?” The statement went on to suggest that 
this question has less to do with questioning any particular 

person’s decency and more to do with questioning ourselves: "When does silence become 
complicity? What will it take for us all to say, with one voice, that we we have had enough?” 
 

Jesus was no stranger to violence or to harsh public discourse, and I think that we as 
Christians must take seriously the example he left us of stepping forward and speaking truth 
to power in response. But perhaps the most powerful truth Jesus spoke was the power of 
love. More than anything else, love is the most powerful tool and, dare I say, "weapon" that 
we have to wage in the war against evil that has been being waged since the very beginning.  
 

In the days and weeks and months ahead, both when you know the truth and how to speak it 
to those who hold power and when you don't, try spreading love as a way to respond to the 
"evil that enslaves us." There are now more than a thousand of our Love Your Neighbor 
banners and yard signs on display around the world, and we're going to step up our own 
efforts to spread the message even more broadly. But even more powerful (and challenging) 
is finding ways to put this "greatest commandment" into action, in ways both great and small, 
not as a quid pro quo but preemptively, until love wins, as we are promised it one day will. 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

WELCOME NEWCOMERS . . . All Souls 101 is an opportunity for 
folks who are new to All Souls to meet with our rector and 
with other newcomers and learn more about All Souls. The 
next class will be held on Sunday following 11 a.m. Mass. If 
you would like to attend, contact Greg at 
junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org. 
 

 

All Souls Serve 
 
BACKPACK AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE. . .  Our annual back-to-school 
drive for children served by Housing Up is in full swing! Donations are 
needed by August 14 when they will be sorted and prepared at the Wise 
and Mature Luncheon. Housing Up would like us to now focus on 
donating $10 gift cards to Walmart and Target so that families can 
purchase school uniforms. 

 
 

 

All Souls Grow 
 
ADULT FORUMS. . .  For the remainder of August, as we complete Joan 
Chittister's series of video commentaries about the Rule of Benedict, 
Father Jadon will lead us in discussion about what we might want in a 
communal rule of life for All Souls. All are encouraged to take part; no prior 
attendance is necessary.  
 
 

 Summer “Reading with the Rector” Selection. . .  This summer Father Jadon is 
re-reading a book he found very enlightening and meaningful, and he'd like to 
invite you to read along with him! In “The Great Emergence,” Phyllis Tickle 
summarizes the Church's massive transitions over time and the hinge points, 
including one history suggests our generation is in the midst of right now — a 
time of dizzying upheaval and hopeful promise during which various sectors of 
today's church swirl into a great confluence at the center. Copies are available 
for $10 after Mass at the All Souls Table in the undercroft. If you would like to 

discuss this book, plan to attend the 10 a.m. Adult Forums on September 8 and 15 or the next 
20s/30s gathering at 6:30 p.m. on August 28. 
 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

Around the Parish 
 
PREACHING THIS WEEK . . . Our very own Rachelle Sam is our 
preacher today. She was ordained to the Priesthood in June. She 
completed her Master of Divinity at Harvard Divinity School in 
2010 and a Diploma in Anglican Studies this year in May. In 
between she taught history at the Groton School in Massachusetts, 
and religion at St. Albans School here in DC. This fall she returns 
to St Albans as one of the school’s chaplains. 
 

 
OUR SUNDAY STREET PARKING IS AT RISK! . . . The additional lane 
of Sunday-only parking on Woodley Place is being threatened by 
a current plan by the city to create a bike lane in the same space. 
The current approved plan calls for parking to be allowed in the 
bike lane on Sundays, but this is contrary to the city law that 
prohibits any parking in designated bike lanes. Please contact 
council woman Mary Cheh and object to any loss of Sunday 
parking on Woodley Place or any plan that allows parking in an 
otherwise designated bike lane, which leaves the parking as an 
easy target to be disallowed in the future. Email her at 
mcheh@dccouncil.us and/or call her office at (202) 724-8062. 
 

WISE AND MATURE WORKING LUNCH . . . On Wednesday, August 
14, following Noon Mass, Father Jadon and Mark Hoffman will 
host the August Wise and Mature Luncheon. It will be a working 
lunch to sort and prepare the donations to our backpack drive for 
Housing Up. Folks of all ages are welcome to attend. Plase make 
your reservation to Mark Hoffman either by email at 

hcj72380@aol.com or phone at 517-212-4453 no later than August 12th. A thoughtful donation 
of $10 would be appreciated, or anything that you are able. 
 
FAMILY FELLOWSHIP . . . The August 17 Family Fellowship event has 
been postponed. Please stay tuned for a new family fellowship event 
in September. For more information about this event or other family 
programming, please contact our Christian Formation Leader, Brian 
Smith, at brian@allsouls.org. 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

Around the Parish 
 

EFM: EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY . . .  Education for Ministry is a program of 
Bible study and theological reflection to help Christians go deeper in their 
spiritual lives and answer the baptismal call to everyday ministry. All Souls 
is blessed to have an active and vibrant EfM group that meets weekly from 
September to June. If you would like to join, or get more info, Formation 
Leader Brian Smith will be available Sunday at coffee hour to answer 

questions. You can also email him at brian@allsoulsdc.org. Learn more about EfM at 
https://tinyurl.com/EdForMinistry. 
 
HOLY HIKE . . .  Our first Holy Hike event has been scheduled 
for Saturday, September 14. We will be having several Holy 
Hikes throughout the year at different DC and metro area 
locations. We will meet at the church to carpool to our 
location at 9 a.m. and be back around 2 p.m. More details 
coming soon! 
 

All Souls Care 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR . . .  Athene, Nadia Carrell, Katya Alexandra Chesla, Bob Bower, 
Jim Child, Julia Gutierrez, Teigan Chanel Jones Johnson, Phyllis Levin, John and Joanne Marx, 
Bishop James Montgomery, Mike Pond, Bill Pressly, Odessa Showalter, George Smith, 
Christopher Thompson, Bill Trawick, and those in the Foreign Service and in our armed forces. 
 

DEDICATIONS . . .  The flowers on the main altar today are given to the glory of God and in 
memory of all who died in lask weekend’s shootings in El Paso and Dayton. 
 

The sanctuary candle burns this month to the Glory of God, in honor of the Union of Black 
Episcopalians, and in sorrowful recognition of the 400th anniversary of the first enslaved 
African’s arrival in Jamestown, Virginia. 
 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY . . . Acolytes: 8:30 (SD) M Porter; 11:00 (SD) H Rasciner, (TR) M 
Hoffman, (CR1) M Porter, (TO) D Brannon and C Grey; Lectors: 8:30 (OT) M Zlatich; (PP) K 
Kucik; 11:00 (OT) C Hunter, (NT) D Brannon, (PP) C Zon; Bells: 8:30 W Stevens; 11:00 S 
Nunskey; Ushers: 8:30 W Stevens; 11:00 R Burkwinkle, S Spencer, E McAllister, T Domenico; 
Breakfast: C Madison. 
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