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THE MESSAGE: COULD IT HAPPEN AGAIN? 
 

Last month, Embry and I visited several Baltic countries while on a choir 
tour. Before the tour began, we went to Vilnius, Lithuania, and enjoyed 
its narrow streets, laid-back atmosphere, and delicious ice cream. We 
also learned about some difficult times in their not-very-distant past. 
 

For much of its history, Lithuania was relatively tolerant of Jews. In 
1941, an estimated 200,000 Jews lived there—about a quarter of the 

entire population. But by 1945, only about 10% survived. Most were either rounded up, shot, 
and buried in mass graves, or died in the misery of the concentration camps.  
 

The facts of the Holocaust are well-known, but standing in the place where it all happened, it 
becomes more real. You can only contemplate the evil that we humans are capable of and 
wonder if anything like this will ever happen again. It has come close in Rwanda, Cambodia, 
and Myanmar. While in Europe, I read reports from back home about conditions for Central 
American children in detention centers on the southern border. Still, nothing like the 
Holocaust could happen in the U.S., could it?  
 

After much contemplation, I must say that I believe the horror of the Holocaust could indeed 
happen again. “Good people” can do heinous things. Humans are basically herd animals. We 
do as we are told. That is why leaders are so important.  
 

However, we also have the capacity for good. There were brave people during the Holocaust 
who aided Jews. Many paid with their lives. And, humans are resilient. After the Holocaust 
and the postwar Soviet occupation, one would expect the Baltic states to appear 
downtrodden. Instead, they are thriving.  
  

While we were in Lithuania, we watched TV coverage of a huge cultural festival in 
neighboring Latvia, with thousands performing traditional songs and dances. It seems that 
the cornerstones of family, religion, and culture will long outlast politics. That countries go 
through periods of hell and then bounce back gives me hope that our fragile planet can 
survive the human conflict and profound social change we are experiencing right now. 
 

—Joe Howell      Adapted from posts at http://www.josephhowellphotography.com/blog/ 
 

Do you have an experience to share in the Weekly Message? Email Elizabeth Terry at news@allsoulsdc.org. 



   
 

   
 

All Souls Grow 
 
ADULT FORUMS . . .  On Sundays at 10 a.m. For the remainder of August, as 
we complete Joan Chittister's series of video commentaries about the Rule 
of Benedict, Father Jadon will lead us in discussion about what we might 
want in a communal rule of life for All Souls. All are encouraged to take 
part; no prior attendance is necessary.  
 
 

SUMMER “READING WITH THE RECTOR” SELECTION . . .  This summer 
Father Jadon is re-reading a book he found very enlightening and 
meaningful, and he'd like to invite you to read along with him! In “The 
Great Emergence,” Phyllis Tickle summarizes the Church's massive 
transitions over time and the hinge points, including one history 
suggests our generation is in the midst of right now — a time of dizzying 
upheaval and hopeful promise during which various sectors of today's 
church swirl into a great confluence at the center. Copies are available 
for $10 after Mass at the All Souls Table in the undercroft. If you would 
like to discuss this book, plan to attend the 10 a.m. Adult Forums on 
September 8 and 15 or the next 20s/30s gathering at 6:30 p.m. on August 
28. 

 
EFM: EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY . . .  Education for Ministry is a program of 
Bible study and theological reflection to help Christians go deeper in their 
spiritual lives and answer the baptismal call to everyday ministry. All Souls 
is blessed to have an active and vibrant EfM group that meets weekly from 
September to June. If you would like to join, or get more info, Formation 
Leader Brian Smith will be available Sunday at coffee hour to answer 

questions. You can also email him at brian@allsoulsdc.org. Learn more about EfM at 
https://tinyurl.com/EdForMinistry. 
 

Around the Parish 
 

MAKE IT, BAKE IT, BUY IT . . .  We have a sign-up calendar on the All Souls 
table in the Parish Hall for Sunday refreshment contributions. Please choose 
an upcoming Sunday or two when you can bring an item or two (a box of 
cookies, some cheese and crackers, a veggie tray, etc.) for coffee hour or 
breakfast.  Each date has several slots, so we’ll all share in both supplying 
and enjoying! 



   
 

   
 

 
SCOUTING AT ALL SOULS . . . Since February of last year, All Souls has 
hosted a new scouting troop for girls ages 11 to 17, as the Boy Scouts of 
America has changed its name to Scouts BSA and opened its 
programming to girls.  Do you know a girl interested in joining? There 
will be an open house on Saturday, September 24 at 10 a.m. in the 
undercroft. Interest in volunteering? Contact Dale Lewis at senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org. 
Learn more about the troop at www.allsoulsdc.org/scouts.  

 
HOLY HIKE . . .  Our first Holy Hike event has been scheduled for 
Saturday, September 14. We will be having several Holy Hikes 
throughout the year at different DC and metro area locations. We will 
meet at the church to carpool to our location at 9 a.m. and be back around 
2 p.m. More details coming soon! 
 
 

SUPPORT ALL SOULS THROUGH AMAZON SMILE . . . You can select All Souls 
Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C. as your designated charity through the 
Amazon Smile program, and 0.5% of what you spend on eligible Amazon 
purchases will come to us! Visit www.smile.amazon.com to register and for 
more information. 
 

IONA PILGRIMAGE. . .  Plans are being finalized for a pilgrimage to Iona, 
Scotland, co-led by Fr. Jadon and the Very Rev. Nathan LeRud, dean of 
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in Portland, Oregon. The dates are May 18-
27, 2020, and further details are to come. The cost will be $3975. To 
register interest e-mail your name and address to info@lightlinena.com. 
See the All Souls table in the Undercroft for flyers.  
 
 

DEDICATING FLOWERS AND CANDLES . . . Throughout the 
year, we offer the opportunity to dedicate Sunday altar 
flowers or the perpetually burning sanctuary candle in 
memory or in honor of a special occasion, anniversary, or 
loved one. This is how we cover the cost of our Sunday 
flowers. Please note that options may be limited or 
unavailable on certain Sundays, based on prior 
reservations or because flowers are used differently in 
different seasons of the church year (for example, we do 
not have flowers for most Sundays in the seasons of 
Advent and Lent). For more information or to arrange for 
a dedication, please visit www.allsoulsdc.org/dedications. 

https://allsoulsdc.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f92e4fd19e3e94da95d0ecf2d&id=1fdd3d1f01&e=4cbdb4a9d6


   
 

   
 

Yoga at All Souls 
 

 
Sundays at 5:30 p.m. in the sanctuary: All-
levels yoga practice combined with prayers 
from Evening Prayer, led by Mother Diana. 
 

Thursdays at 10 a.m. in the parish hall: 
Accessible all-levels class led by yoga teacher 
Margaret Brozen. $15 per session. Contact 
mbrozen@gmail.com. 
 
Both weekly sessions are open to 
parishioners and non-parishioners alike. 
Please bring your own mat and props. See 
allsoulsdc.org/yoga for more information. 
 
 

 

All Souls Care 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR . . .  Athene, Bob Bower, Nadia Carrell, Katya Alexandra Chesla, 
Jim Child, Julia Gutierrez, Teigan Chanel Jones Johnson, Phyllis Levin, John and Joanne Marx, 
Bishop James Montgomery, Mike Pond, Bill Pressly, Odessa Showalter, George Smith, 
Christopher Thompson, Bill Trawick, and those in the Foreign Service and in our armed forces. 
 

DEDICATIONS . . .  The sanctuary candle burns this month to the Glory of God, in honor of the 
Union of Black Episcopalians, and in sorrowful recognition of the 400th anniversary of the first 
enslaved African’s arrival in Jamestown, Virginia. 
 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY . . . Acolytes: 8:30 (SD) M. Hoffman; 11:00 (SD) M. Hoffman, (TR) H. 
Rasciner, (CR1) M. Porter, (TO) D. Brannon and C. Grey; Lectors: 8:30 (OT) B. Smith; (PP) T. 
Floyd; 11:00 (OT) P. Laugesen, (NT) W. Stewart, (PP) J. Wiecking; Bells: 8:30 K. LeGrand; 11:00 
A. Whitman; Ushers: 8:30 K. LeGrand; 11:00 J. Lafon, J. Nicholas, A. Whitman, E. Gibson; 
Coffee Hour: Isabel Bauer. 
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