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The Message: Afghan Refugee Progress Report to the Parish  

Less than a year ago, and in the wake of the August Afghan government collapse and evacuation, 
volunteers from three Episcopal parishes: All Souls, St. John’s Lafayette Square, and St. Mary’s 
Arlington, joined forces to form the Tri Parish Afghan Refugee Sponsor Circle. They then teamed 
with Episcopal Migration ministries to adopt an Afghan refugee family. The family of five (Father, 
Mother and three young children) arrived in the DC area last February with nothing. Their perilous 
escape from Kabul began a long journey that took them to Pakistan, Qatar, and later, Fort Dix, New 
Jersey before they arrived here. 

The Sponsor Circle has raised over $50,000 across the three parishes. They settled the family into a 
furnished apartment in Arlington having collected donated furniture and housewares from their 
congregations. They enrolled the children in school with the youngest in early childhood education 
and the mother and father in English language classes. They connected the family to vital medical, 
legal/immigration, and other social service assistance while coaching the father and his family as 
they all navigate a strange new country and culture. They bought the family a used car. And this 
past week, in another milestone, the father secured a full time job with an eye on another part time 
job for additional supplemental income. He also scored very well on his recent English fluency test 
and he looks to enroll in an IT course for a future career in technology. 

While the family still has a long way to go, just seven months after they arrived here they are clearly 
off to a great start. The Tri Parish Sponsor Circle volunteers would like to express their sincere and 
deep appreciation to everyone across their three parishes who have supported this important 
effort. Thanks to you, your gifts, and service, this family has a chance for a new and better life here 
in the United States. Our partner parish, St. Mary's Arlington, has created an audio recording of an 
interview with Meera Zamani. If you would like to listen to this 20 minute recording just click on the 
link in the digital Weekly. 

Updates 

Transition News On the evening of September 27, the vestry met with Canon Robert Phillips to 
discuss the progress of our parish reconciliation and clergy selection processes. Our next step will be 
a vestry review of the Rev. Julianne’s performance as interim rector over the past year, similar to an 
annual review. The vestry will evaluate Rev. Julianne against key duties and responsibilities, 
including: 

• Liturgical Leadership, Worship, and Preaching 
• Congregational and Pastoral Care 
• Stewardship 
• Administration and Management 
• Personal Growth and Self-care 

Members of the congregation are not asked to complete any surveys at this time. However, if you 
feel strongly about Rev. Julianne’s performance in any of these categories and would like your views 
included, please speak with a member of the vestry. We will gather responses through October 11. 
Results of the review will be used to develop goals for the coming year and will inform any decision 
to call Rev. Julianne as priest-in-charge or launch a full rector search. 
 
Vestry Appointments At a special meeting on September 27, the vestry appointed Robert Gibbs and 
John Wiecking to complete two remaining terms on the Endowment Board. Thank you, Robert and 
John!  
 
Building News Brief from the Senior Warden On Thursday, September 29, members of the Build-
ing Committee met with representatives of our architects Quinn Evans and their mechanical design-
er Mueller Associates to discuss phases, tasks, and timelines for our effort to implement a new 
HVAC system at All Souls. As shared before, the new system will be in place to provide heat in the 
fall of 2023, at the earliest. We are looking at possible interim heating solutions for the coming 
winter.  

On another front, efforts to eliminate the cause of recent flooding hit a snag when we discovered 
that a pipe serving the stairwell drain near the choir room is blocked 45' from the drain. Fixing the 
blockage would involve excavating a hole in the parking lot 7' x 10' x 10' deep and would be costly 
(over $35k). We are looking at other remediation options.     



 

 

  

Reserving Flowers There are still a few Sundays available if you would like to reserve flowers for 
the altar and have the dedication printed in the leaflet. Reserve flowers through contacting the 
office (office@allsoulsdc.org) or by visiting the website.  

Getting Active at All Souls 

Diocesan Retreat Friend of our parish, Fr. Martin Smith, is leading a weekend silent retreat from 
Friday, October 28 to Sunday, October 30th at the Bishop Claggett Center in Maryland. This retreat 
will help us recognize the many hidden and often unexpected ways in which God’s grace permeates 
our lives. “Of his fullness we all have received, grace upon grace.” (John 1:16) There will be ample 
opportunity in a supportive atmosphere of silence to reflect, to pray, and to gain insight from 
several addresses which will ‘unpack’ this central mystery of the good news of Christ. More infor-
mation and a way to register can be found through the link in the digital Weekly.  
 
Food Donations Please continue bringing in non-perishable food to All Souls and placing it in the 
bins in the Undercroft. The Capital Area Food Bank greatly appreciates our food donations. They 
have posted a list of requested items in the digital Weekly.  
 
Zoom Prayer 

Centering Prayer Mondays at 7 PM 
Link in digital Weekly 
Meeting ID: 881 7390 5679  
Passcode: 570398  
Number to dial in: 301 715 8592 

Evening Prayer Fridays at 7 PM 
Link in digital Weekly 
Meeting ID: 841 9281 9758 
Passcode: 951964 
Number to dial in: 301 715 8592 

 

Altarpiece of the three archangels, 
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