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THE MESSAGE: Saying ¡Si! to Cuba 
 

There’s an adage in theatrical improvisation: No matter 
what you’re asked, reply, “Yes, and...” It’s the 
acceptance principle. If your improv partner says, 
“We’re on the moon!” don’t say “No, this isn’t the 
moon, it’s a deli!” You respond, “Yes, and I just 
realized I forgot to pack my oxygen tank!” 
 

“Why have we partnered with a church in Cuba?” It’s a 
question I’m often asked. I see helping our Cuban 
siblings in Christ as a “Yes, and…” scenario. Serving 

others has always been a way that I find spiritual growth. Yes, there are people right in our 
own backyard who need our help, and we should and will continue to minister to them. Our 
Cuba project is an extension of this idea—it expands our backyard to include an island that’s 
not so far away. I was excited to visit the community we are partnering with earlier this year, 
and now am excited for you to learn about and be part of what’s going on there. 
 

Every Sunday we hear Jesus’s own words: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Our neighbors are 
both those in our backyard and those in Santa Clara, Cuba. 
 

There are three main ways you can help: Pray. Give. Go.  
 

 Pray for Bishop Griselda, Father Gerardo, those in discernment, and the people of 
Cuba—especially those who will be part of our partner parish, Iglesia Episcopal Jesús 
Nazareno. 

 Join me in giving a financial contribution (of any size) to our Cuban Church Initiative. 
Our goal is to raise $10,000 by the end of 2019, through events like the fundraiser that 
took place last night and through direct appeals to parishioners to make a special gift. 
(This is one such appeal!) We’ll also be collecting toiletries and over-the-counter 
medications and will share more information on that when the time comes.  

 Go to Cuba with us (contact me for dates!) to witness the work of rebuilding the church 
and its community in action. 

The stage is set, the scenario is posed, and the invitation is open. I hope you will join me in 
saying, “¡Cuba, si!” —Wynsor Taylor 
 



   
 

   
 

Cuba Partnership 
 

 

HELP REOPEN A CHURCH IN CUBA . . . This weekend we welcome the Episcopal Bishop of Cuba, 
Bishop Griselda Delgado del Carpio, and representatives of the Friends of the Episcopal 
Church in Cuba, Patricia and Jeremy Cage, as we raise awareness and funds for All Souls' 
efforts to help reopen Iglesia Episcopal Jesús Nazareno in Santa Clara, Cuba. In addition to 
significant All Souls endowment grant funding, we are seeking to raise an additional $10,000 
toward this effort from our parish. Please help strengthen a part of the Church that, in spite of 
great challenges, continues to witness to the love and hope of Christ to our neighbors in Cuba. 
 

Donations of any and every size are welcome and needed, and making a gift is easy. All gifts 
in the offering plates this Sunday that are not otherwise dedicated (for pledges, etc.) will be 
directed to our Cuba Fund.  Or you may give anytime by marking a check "Cuba Fund" or by 
giving online at http://bit.ly/CubaPartnership. 
 

Around the Parish 
 

 
WISE AND MATURE LUNCH . . . will be on Wednesday, October 30 
following the noon Mass. Please RSVP to Mark Hoffman at 
hcj72380@aol.com no later than Monday, October 28. A donation of $10 
to cover food is suggested. 
 
 

SERVICE DAY, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26TH . . . Come join your friends and 
fellow parishioners as we enjoy camaraderie while tidying our building 
and grounds in the cool fall weather of the last Saturday in October.  We'll 
begin around 9 a.m. with light breakfast fare and plenty of coffee 
available.  We'll undertake some worthwhile projects both inside and 
outside, including planting some spring bulbs in our newly-refreshed 
front lawn! Contact Greg Lebel at junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org with any 
questions. 
 



   
 

   
 

Stewardship Season 
 

Our annual effort to raise pledges of time, talent, and treasure to sustain the mission and 
ministry of All Souls in 2020 is now underway, chaired by our Senior Warden, Dale Lewis.  The 
campaign will become increasingly visible and active over the next few weeks. We ask that you 
begin prayerfully considering how you are being called to give from the abundance that God 
shares with us to advance the work of the Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OCTOBER 27 GUEST PREACHER . . . Next Sunday we welcome a guest 
"stewardship preacher" from one of the Episcopal Church's oldest and 
largest congregations, as we launch this year's pledge campaign. The 
Reverend Dr. Noelle York-Simmons, 28th Rector of historic Christ Church 
Alexandria, will preach at both services and join Father Jadon for a special 
10 a.m. Adult Forum.  
 

ALL-PARISH SURVEY COMING SOON . . . Over the next several months the vestry will make 
decisions with the rector and wardens about our strategic needs and priorities for the next 
several years. To gain input from the entire congregation in support of that work, on November 
3rd, as we celebrate the Feast of All Saints and All Souls, we will also launch an all-parish 
survey. The Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT), designed and administered by Holy Cow 
Consulting (holycowconsulting.com), will help us measure the level of satisfaction and energy 
in the congregation, pinpoint the current strengths of our congregation’s culture, and discover 
where members would like to go in the future. The survey will be fully administered and 
interpreted by Holy Cow and the results will be shared with the entire congregation in early 
2020. Stay tuned for information on how to take part in this important process! 



   
 

   
 

 
THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS AND ALL SOULS . . . Is a very 
special day here at All Souls. All Saints Day ranks just after 
Easter and Christmas in the celebrations of the church year, 
and All Souls Day is our Patronal Feast.  
 
We will celebrate both on Sunday, November 3 with one all-
parish Solemn High Mass at 10 a.m. Names of the faithful 
departed will be read, and can be submitted via the web 
form at allsoulsdc.org/worship, or by returning the bulletin 
insert to the parish office (or placing it in the plate) by 
Sunday, October 28. Following the Mass, the parish will 
gather for our annual pot-luck brunch. Please bring a dish 
that reminds you of a departed loved one—either from one 
of their favorite recipes of a dish that they particular enjoyed. 

 
 

All Souls Care 
 

THE LOVE AND SYMPATHY OF THE PARISH . . . are extended to Vanda and Maria Emma McMurty 
and their family upon the death of Ampara Vergara. Pray for the repose of Ampara’s soul and 
for all who mourn. 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR . . . John Barbaro, Bob Bower, Catherine Braun, Charles Briody, 
Katya Alexandra Chesla, Jim Child, Athene Harmel, Phyllis Levin, John and Joanne Marx, Lucy 
Morales, Bishop James Montgomery, Mike Pond, Bill Pressly, George Smith, Christopher 
Thompson, Jan Wells, and those in the Foreign Service and in our armed forces. 
 
DEDICATIONS . . . The flowers on the main altar are given by Art Warren to the glory of God 
and in loving memory of Marie Stapleton Warren and Minnie Woods Pridgen. The flowers at 
the paschal candle are dedicated to the glory of God and with thanksgiving for the Baptism of 
Teague Elias Wielar-Balbonit. 
 
SERVING THIS SUNDAY . . . Acolytes: 8:30 (SD) M. Porter; 11:00 (SD) C. Bhan, (TR) M. Hoffman; 
(CR) H. Rasciner; (TO) D. Brannon, A. Brown-Smith; Lectors: 8:30 (S) K. Kucik; (PP) K. 
LeGrand; 11:00 (OT) L. Case, (NT) C. Hunter, (PP) M. Hoffman; Bells: 8:30 V. Acham; 11:00 L. 
Ventresca; Ushers: 8:30 V. Acham; 11:00 S. Vestal, K. Scholl, E. Gibson, I. Brannon. Coffee Hour: 
V. Drell, E. Terry 
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