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THE MESSAGE: DR. KING, THE ARTIST 
 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. should be remembered as a 
freedom fighter, a skillful orator, an organizer, a Nobel 
Peace Prize winner, and… an artist. An artist? Yes, an 
artist! His legacy isn’t often framed as art, perhaps 
because his works are seen as serious: pivotal in the 
struggle for civil rights, instrumental in strategic risk-
taking, and essential to humanity.  
 

However, when we stop to think about it, the work of an 
artist has that same gravity: spotlighting social justice, 

taking calculated risks, illuminating our shared humanity. The late, great, incomparable Nina 
Simone famously stated, “An artist’s duty, as far as I’m concerned, is to reflect the times.”  
And Dr. King’s legacy reflects the times he lived in. Times of uncertainty, times of tension, 
times of dissonance, times of retaliation, times of hate speech, times of fraught interactions, 
times of prejudice, and times of divisiveness. We live in times like those today, in 2020. 
 

If my thesis holds up that Dr. King was an artist, bringing creativity to his freedom fighting, 
speechmaking, rallying, demonstrating, writing, and leadership, then his artistic legacy lives 
on, inspiring those creating avenues for conversation, finding common ground, and 
promoting justice. 
 

How, then, can we be artists too? We can be not just bystanders, but “upstanders,” realizing 
that even if we are but everyday people, we can do more than before. We can make a 
difference, have an impact, take inspired actions. We can display a spirit of resilience and 
resistance through generosity, integrity, and creativity. We can build a landscape of justice 
and apply artful interventions to our toughest challenges.  
 

This MLK weekend, the Prince George’s African American Museum and Cultural Center is 
proud to partner with All Souls to forge a beloved community. Our event series, “The Art of 
Nonviolence,” will explore creative expression and “artivist” (artist + activist) approaches to  
manifesting justice. My colleagues and I are excited to build bridges with this community of 
faith and the general public we both serve. The synergies we will co-create through spoken 
word, artistic presentation, discussions, and more will be innumerable, inspirational, and 
lasting. Let’s hope they will also spark a flame for our inner artist to spring forth and manifest 
justice in the world in the ways we can.              

— Monica O. Montgomery, Executive Director,  
Prince George’s African American Museum and Cultural Center 



   
 

   
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

JANUARY 19–20 ART OF NONVIOLENCE FESTIVAL . . . In partnership with the Prince George's 
African American Museum and Cultural Center to explore the intersection of the arts, 
spirituality, and the principle of nonviolence. Contact Brian Smith at brian@allsoulsdc.org for 
more information or just plan to join in! 
 
Sunday, January 19  
10 am       MLK Adult Forum 
12:30 pm  Coffee Hour + Art Viewing 
2 pm         Sophronia Scott and Tain Gregory 
3:30 pm    Art Viewing + Sacred Music 
5 pm         Poetry Slam—open poetry mic 
 

Monday, January 20:  
10 am   Coffee Hour + Art Viewing 
11 am   Panel Discussion with Guest Artists 
12 pm   Lunch, Teach-In/Share-Out 
1 pm   Pilgrimage to MLK Memorial   
3 pm   Prayer Vigil at MLK Memorial 

 
 

JOIN PRESIDING BISHOP MICHAEL CURRY IN DC!  . . .  
 

Young Adult Event on Friday, January 24, 7–9 p.m. at St. Thomas in DuPont Circle. More 
info and RSVP at www.edowyoungadults.org/evening-with-bishop-curry. 

 

Revival Service on Sunday, January 26, 2 p.m., all are invited to a region-wide event. For 
tickets and info, contact Mother Diana at diana@allsoulsdc.org! 

 

FEBRUARY 8 EPIPHANY RETREAT . . . 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. All are welcome to 
attend our annual All Souls Epiphany retreat. The day will begin at the 
Mary Chapel with morning prayer. Time will then be set aside for 
individual prayer, reading, reflection, and artwork. After noon-day 
prayer, lunch will be served in the undercroft. If interested in attending, 
please RSVP Mother Elizabeth Orens at eorensnoel@earthlink.net by 
Wednesday, February 5th. (A small contribution of a few dollars to help 
defray the cost for the luncheon would be most welcome.) 



   
 

   
 

FAREWELL TO FATHER CHRISTOPHER . . . After twelve years of faithful service 
as an assisting priest here at All Souls, Father Christopher, in consultation 
with Bishop Mariann, has discerned a call to assist former All Souls 
parishioner Lisa Zaina at Christ Church in Rockville, MD, where she is now 
rector. If you would like to contribute toward his parting gifts, a new white 
stole and a daily office prayer book, you may mark checks "Christopher 
Farewell" or give contributions directly to Grace or Father Jadon. We give 
thanks for Father Christopher’s ministry - past, present, and yet to come! 

 

ADULT FORUMS . . . This Sunday: in honor of the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
holiday and our Art of Nonviolence festival, during our forum we will hear 
and discuss an excerpt from Dr. King himself. Come to forum next Sunday, 
the day after our annual diocesan convention, to hear about the new 
diocesan strategic plan and hear what our own parish representatives 
learned, experienced, and did at convention, on our behalf. 

 
 

SPECIAL FOOD DRIVE FOR DIOCESAN CONVENTION . . . Through Sunday, 
January 19 we are collecting non-perishable food to be blessed during 
convention and given to the Capital Area Food Bank. Foods on the “most 
wanted” list are high in fiber, and low in sugar and sodium: canned or dry 
beans, peanut butter, low sodium canned veggies, grains, hot and cold 
cereals, canned tuna, chicken and salmon, 100% Juice, canned fruits in light 
syrup, and granola bars. 

 

PARTNER PARISH IN SANTA CLARA, CUBA . . . Our efforts to help reopen 
Iglesia Episcopal Jesus Nazareno in Cuba have reached a major milestone, 
as the church has recently re-opened! We are gathering donations toward 
our goal of sending $20,000 this January, to complete phase one of this 
incredible project; please give generously and mark donations with "Cuba 
Fund." Plans for our postponed parish trip to Cuba are still in development. 
Please contact Wynsor Taylor if you are interested: 
wynsor.taylor@gmail.com. 

 
 

UPCOMING MONTHLY EVENTS  . . .  
 

 Wise and Mature Luncheon: Wednesday, January 29 following noon  
Mass. RSVP to Mark Hoffman at hcj72380@aol.com. 

 Episcopal Men’s Fellowship: Wednesday, February 12, 6:30 p.m. 
Please RSVP to chiefdeputyusher@gmail.com. 



   
 

   
 

FATHER JADON ON HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE . . . Father Jadon will be away 
on pilgrimage in the Holy Land from January 23 – February 6. For pastoral 
urgencies during this time please contact Mother Diana. 
 

2020 PLEDGES ARE NEEDED . . . As of January 15th we have received $423,909 
in pledges for 2020, which represents 85% of our $500,000 goal. If you 
already pledged, thank you very much! If you have not yet done so, please 
pledge as soon as possible, by returning your pledge card by mail or in the 
collection plate, or by filling out the web form at allsoulsdc.org/giving. The 
vestry will approve a 2020 budget in the next few weeks, but additional 
pledges are needed to avoid significant cuts to our program and ministries. 
For more information about pledging, visit allsoulsdc.org/giving or contact 
Grace, our parish coordinator at grace @allsoulsdc.org or (202) 232-4244. 
 

DEDICATING FLOWERS AND CANDLES . . . Throughout the year, we offer the 
opportunity to dedicate Sunday altar flowers ($100/week) or the perpetually 
burning sanctuary candle ($25/week) in memory or in honor of a special 
occasion, anniversary, or loved one. Dedications cover the costs of these 
items and both needed and greatly appreciated. For more information or to 
arrange for a dedication, please visit www.allsoulsdc.org/dedications. 
 

ALL SOULS ARE GREEN . . . Our faith calls us to be careful stewards of Earth. 
As a small step, All Souls will now collect the compostable cups used at 
Coffee Hour.  We invite you to place any cup marked "Compostable" into a 
bin available between the French doors in the undercroft. Volunteers from 
the Green Faith Group will collect these and take them to a compost. 

 

All Souls Care 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR . . . Katya Alexandra Chesla, Peggy Crook, Athene Harmel, Lee 
Kadrich, Stefan Lopatkiewicz, John and Joanne Marx, Carolyn Morgan, Mike Pond, Bill Pressly, 
and those in the Foreign Service and in our armed forces. 
 

DEDICATIONS . . . The flowers on the main altar are given by Jeffrey Hunter to the glory of God 
and in honor of Terry Adlhock’s birthday. The sanctuary candle is given by Art Warren to the 
glory of God and in loving memory of Arthur Andrew Warren. 
 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY . . . Acolytes: 8:30 (SD) M. Porter; 11:00 (SD) H. Rasciner, (TH) M. 
Hoffman, (TO) M. Porter, L. Case; Lectors: 8:30 (S) M. Scott, (PP) K. Kucik; 11:00 (OT) F. Taylor, 
(NT) A. Whitman, (PP) T. Adlhock; Bells: 8:30 V. Acham; 11:00 S. Ford; Ushers: 8:30 V. Acham; 
11:00 J. Lafon, B. Miller, T. Domenico, A. Muller. 
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