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THE MESSAGE: A SEASON OF LIGHT 
 

In 2014, I was serving as an Associate University Chaplain at 
Tufts University, serving Protestant students and forging 
interfaith partnerships, and my students asked if we could have 
a special service for the first Sunday of Advent. They also had 
questions about the symbolism behind the Advent wreath. I did 
not grow up in a tradition that incorporates the Advent wreath, 
but their excitement fueled my own interest, and we created a 
service to explain its history and symbolism. 
 

For Christians, Jesus is the “Light of the World,” which we represent in the Paschal candle 
that is newly lit each Easter. During Advent, we light candles on a wreath each week as we 
anticipate Jesus’ coming at Christmas. Originally, the candles helped count down the dark 
weeks before the Solstice. Symbolically, we also count the weeks of spiritual darkness until 
Christ’s birth. The four candles are said to represent hope, peace, joy, and love, while the 
evergreens represent eternal life. 
 

In Judaism, Chanukah is the “Festival of Lights” that celebrates the rededication of the 
Second Temple in Jerusalem, and the miracle of a one-day supply of lamp oil that somehow 
lasted eight days. During this holiday, the Jewish community lights candles each night on a 
menorah, a candle holder with nine candles: one for each day of the miracle, plus an 
attendant candle to light the others. This year Jews will light their first Chanukah candle on 
December 22, the day we light the last candle on our Advent Wreath, by coincidence. 
 

Kwanzaa is a newer celebration of pan-African heritage and African-American culture, 
observed Dec. 26–Jan. 1 and first celebrated in 1966. The name comes from a Swahili phrase 
meaning “first fruits of the harvest.” Its traditions include seven candles: one black one 
representing the black community, three red ones standing for past and current struggles, 
and three green ones promising hope for the future. Many other religious traditions 
incorporate light and fire as well. In Hinduism, the god of fire is named Agni, and candles, 
lamps, and flames are integral to all kinds of worship ceremonies. For Zoroastrians, fire is the 
ultimate symbol of purity, representing the personified light of God, named Ahura Mazda. 
 

The way that light is used to draw spiritual communities together may inspire us as we pray 
for unity and peace this Advent. How can the Light of Christ within us burn brightly during 
these darker days as we anticipate the memorial of Jesus’s birth, and his incarnational 
presence with us, God with Us, Immanuel?      – Chanta Bhan, Seminarian 



   
 

   
 

Advent at All Souls 
 

ADVENT DAILY DEVOTIONAL AND ADULT FORUMS. . . Pick up a FREE 
copy of our Advent Daily Devotional from Living Compass. You can 
find copies on the table near either entrance to the church or on the 
table in the Undercroft. Or go to www.livingcompass.org/advent to 
sign up to receive the daily readings by email or join a moderated 
Facebook group (Living Well Through Advent 2019) to reflect with 
others.  
 

Our 10 a.m. Sunday morning Adult Forums in Advent will follow 
and expand upon the daily devotional's theme: Practicing Peace 
With All Your Heart, Soul, Strength, and Mind. 
 
 
ANNUAL ANGEL TREE GIFTS . . . Please plan to return your tag with 
gifts under the tree no later than Tuesday, December 10th—wrapped 
or unwrapped—with the Angel tag attached. For more information, 
contact Karen Kucik at (202) 808-2992. If you have taken a tag but 
have not written your name on the sign up sheet, please contact 
Karen Kucik. 
 
HELP DECORATE FOR CHRISTMAS . . . on Sunday, December 22, just  
after coffee hour. We need a small crew of folks to help with greening 
of the church for Christmas. This includes hanging evergreen 
garlands and indoor and outdoor wreaths. In addition, Father Jadon 
and his mother Sally will be baking Christmas cookies in the kitchen, 
to enjoy after Christmas Eve services and all are welcome to join them. 
To volunteer, please email Greg Lebel at       
junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org. 

 
CHRISTMAS DEDICATIONS . . . You are invited to make a donation in 
memory of or in thanksgiving for a loved one to help cover the 
increased costs of flowers, greens, and music during Advent & 
Christmas. If you would like a dedication in the Christmas worship 
leaflets, please have your form (found in the bulletin) in the offering 
plate by Sunday, December 15, or to the parish office by no later than 
Wednesday, December 18. Please make checks payable to All Souls 
Episcopal Church. 



   
 

   
 

Around the Parish 
 

WOMEN OF ALL SOULS . . . 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, December 10 in the 
conference room. All are welcome, especially newcomers! Contact Mother 
Elizabeth at eorensnoel@earthlink.net if you have any questions. 
 

 
WISE AND MATURE LUNCH . . .  Wednesday, December 18 following the    
noon Mass. Please RSVP to Mark Hoffman at hcj72380@aol.com no later 
than Monday, December 16. A donation of $10 to cover food is suggested. 
All are welcome to this monthly luncheon. 

 

A GREEN TIP FROM THE ALL SOULS GREEN SMALL GROUP . . . When 
putting up holiday lights or decorating your Christmas Tree consider 
using LED's or a timer to save energy! 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship Season 
 

PLEASE HELP FINISH OUR PARISH STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN . . . Our 
pledge goal for 2020 is $500,000 which we need to raise to avoid 
significant cuts to the budget, over 90% of which is supported by pledge 
income from you. Through December 5th we have received $336,157 in 
pledges which represents 67% of our goal. If you already pledged, thank 
you very much! If you have not yet done so, please pledge as soon as 
possible, by returning your pledge card by mail or in the collection plate, 

or by filling out the web form at allsoulsdc.org/giving. Thank you for supporting the mission 
and ministry of All Souls! 
 

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN PRE-PAY YOUR 2020 PLEDGE? . . . After 
consulting with your tax professional, you may find it worthwhile to 
fulfill all or part of your 2020 pledge with a gift in 2019. Simply indicate 
to us that the gift should be applied to your 2020 pledge, either with a 
memo on the check or via email to grace@allsoulsdc.org after making an 
online donation at www.onrealm.org/allsoulsdc/give. According to the 
IRS, contributions must be postmarked or received by December 31st to be 
counted for 2019. 

 
 



   
 

   
 

Special Events in January 
 

NATIONAL BELL FESTIVAL CHAMBER CONCERT AT ALL SOULS . . . New 
Year's Day at 1 p.m. Join our bell guild as we ring our bells and host a 
free concert featuring violin, cello, and piano. Details of the concert and 
the festival's full, day-long schedule at       
www.nationalbellfestival.org/events. 
 
 

MLK WEEKEND: THE ART OF NONVIOLENCE . . . Inspired by the success 
and energy of our summer poetry slam, we are partnering with the 
Prince George's African American Museum and Cultural Center for a 
weekend of special events, January 18-20, that will explore the 
intersection of the arts, spirituality, and the principle of nonviolence that 
Martin Luther King, Jr. called "the guiding light of our movement." Stay 
tuned for more details or contact Brian Smith at brian@allsoulsdc.org for 
more information. 

 

MORE JESUS, MORE LOVE: A REVIVAL WITH PRESIDING BISHOP 
MICHAEL CURRY . . . On Sunday, January 26 at 2 p.m., join the 
incomparable presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church, made famous 
by his royal wedding sermon, as he comes to DC for a region-wide 
revival event. Public ticketing starts on December 6, but free advanced 
tickets are available now from Mother Diana. Talk with her or email 
diana@allsoulsdc.org for information about tickets, volunteering, and 
other related events! 

 
 

All Souls Care 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR . . . John Barbaro, Bob Bower, Charles Briody, Katya Alexandra 
Chesla, Cynthia Evans, Athene Harmel, Patricia Hollis, Stefan Lopatkiewicz, John and Joanne 
Marx, Courtney McMahon, Lucy Morales, Carolyn Morgan, Mike Pond, Bill Pressly, and those 
in the Foreign Service and in our armed forces. 
 

THE LOVE AND SYMPATHY OF THE PARISH . . . are extended to the family of former parishioner 
David MacDonald, who died last week. Please pray for the repose of David’s soul and for all 
who mourn. 
 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY . . . Acolytes: 8:30 (SD) M. Porter; 11:00 (SD) H. Rasciner, (TR) M. Porter; 
(CR) L. Watson; (TO) A. Brown-Smith, D. Brannon; Lectors: 8:30 (S) M. Zlatich, (PP) T. Floyd; 
11:00 (OT) A. Whitman, (NT) J. Wiecking, (PP) P. Laugesen; Bells: 8:30; 11:00 C. Powell; Ushers: 
8:30 S. Vestal; 11:00 K. LeGrand, K. Scholl, A Muller, E. Gibson. 
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