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Parish E-news for December 8, 2022 

Greetings! 
 
Tis the season for some of our (faux?) “Christian” siblings to share their outrage at being 
wished “Happy Holidays” rather than Merry Christmas. But the bigger lather of vehement 
horror appears if they happen upon the use of “Xmas” rather than writing out 
Christmas. Thus is their ignorance revealed, much like that of a “primitive Baptist” pastor 
who once informed me that the word eucharist is not in the Bible. Apparently, he had no 
idea that the New Testament books were originally written in Greek and that εὐχαριστία 
(eucharistia) meaning thanksgiving most certainly is in there. 
  
Similarly, the opponents of Xmas will exclaim that we need to keep the “Christ” in 
Christmas and stop using Xmas as an abbreviation. While there are definitely reasons I 
could agree with about not abbreviating, none of them are that the X effaces Christ.  In 
the interest of having an historically knowledgeable group of parishioners to share this 
information, here’s a synopsis based upon a piece by Brandon Ambrosino at Vox. 
  
The Greek word Christos (Christ) begins with the letter Chi (“X”) and the second letter is 
Rho (“P”). In the fourth century, the newly-Christian emperor Constantine was about to 
go into battle and dreamed about having a Banner emblazoned with these first two letters. 
This chi-rho symbol for Christ Jesus is still popular today in church design, vestments 
and the like. Look familiar?  
  
The chi-rho is but the first example of a sort of shorthand used in Christian history. The 
name Christmas itself is a slightly shortened version of Christ-Mass. Scholars think that 
the first use of Xmas for Christmas was by an Anglo-Saxon scribe in the 11th century, 
possibly to save space on vellum. English language examples of using Xmas as an 
abbreviation for Christmas go back to the early 19th century, so this is clearly not a late 
20th century attempt to erase Christmas. 
  
Getting vexed about Xmas and greetings of happy 
holidays risks adulterating the message of the 
Incarnation that we celebrate. In Christ Jesus, we have 
the pattern for life lived according to God’s love and 
priorities. I am particularly sympathetic to the 
reminder included in the image below about what it 
would really mean to keep Christ is Christmas by 
following Jesus’ example.  
 
Here are some ways that you can actively “keep Christ 
in Christmas” here at All Souls: 
• participate in our Giving Tree for children from 

Housing Up 
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• donate to All Souls Cuban sister parish program to provide Christmas dinners to 
our siblings in Christ 

• take extra time to reach out to friends and family who are in need of comfort and 
friendship this year, remembering especially those who are ill or recently bereaved 
and for whom celebrating Christmas may be difficult 

• join in our worship and celebration of the grace, blessing and joy we have in God’s 
intimate closeness to us in the Christ. 

-Rev. Julianne+ 
 
 

Parish News & 

Upcoming Events 
 
Advent Lessons & Carols with Holy 
Communion will be this Sunday, 
December 11th at 11 am. This beautiful 
service of multiple Scripture lessons and 
musical selections is one of the highlights 
of Advent. Please plan to join us as part of 
your spiritual preparation for the 
celebration of the Christmas. 
 
Wise & Mature Luncheon resumes on 
December 29th at 12:45 pm. Please make 
your reservation by email to Mark 
Hoffman no later than December 26th. A 
thoughtful donation of $15 or more would 
be appreciated. 
 
Parish Meeting Recap A parish-wide meeting on Sunday, November 20 provided an 
opportunity to share and discuss information about All Souls strengths and challenges 
as well as progress on our parish transition toward the calling of our 9th rector. Links to 
the Parish Meeting Recap as well as related information can be found along the right 
side of our Governance page.  
 
The Giving Tree is up in the undercroft. The tree benefits children served by “Housing 
Up,” an organization that develops affordable housing and provides support to homeless 
and low income families. What each of us can do is to select from the Tree a tag with a 
child’s name on it, bring in a wrapped and labeled gift for that child and place it under 
the tree. The Giving Tree is a wonderful Advent tradition at All Souls. Housing Up would 
like these gifts by December 18 so don’t delay your participation in this happy outreach 
activity. 
 
Dealing with Holiday Grief All Souls' grant to Cleveland Woodley Park Village 
(CWPV) made possible a volunteer training session on the topic of Dealing with Holiday 
Grief. The one-hour Zoom session was led by Janet Carter, MSW, and was specifically 
designed for volunteers supporting older adults. CWPV Executive Director Frank 
Finamore expressly thanked All Souls at the beginning and end of the session.  
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Christmas Flower Donations 
 
As we prepare for the great celebration of Christmas, help us prepare the Parish 
grounds for hope and joy by donating to the Music & Flower programs. Your 
donation is a way of thanking God for Christ, first for his incarnation and for his 
presence among us today. It's also an opportunity to remember and celebrate the 
people in our lives, both past and present. 
 
Donations may be made online here. Alternately, checks may be mailed to the office 
with any remembrance in the memo line. Donation envelopes, found in the pews 
from this Sunday, may be put in the offering plate. If you wish to appear on the list, 
please send your donation in by Wednesday, December 21. Thank you! 

 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
SCHEDULE 

 

December 24, 2022 
Christmas Eve (Saturday) 

• 5 pm Christmas 
Lessons and Carols 

• 9 pm SOLEMN MASS 
OF CHRISTMAS 

 

December 25, 2022 
Christmas Day 

• 11 am Christmas Day 
Mass of the Shepherds 

 

 
 

ADULT FORUMS for Advent and 
Christmastide 

 
December 11th at 10 AM in the Conference 
Room: “Preparing for Becoming Beloved Community” 
 
December 18th at 10 AM in the Conference 
Room “Preparing for Becoming Beloved Community” 
 
December 25th NO FORUM 
 
January 1, 2023 at 10 AM in the Conference Room: 
“Preparing for Becoming Beloved Community” 

 
 

Zoom Prayer 
 

Centering Prayer Mondays at 7 PM 
Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 881 7390 567 
Passcode: 570398 
Number to dial in: 301 715 8592 

 

Evening Prayer Fridays at 7 PM 
Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 851 0228 4759 
Passcode: 787203 
Number to dial in: 301 715 8592 
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Update from Cuba 
& Sponsoring their Christmas Dinner 
 
After some delay, the final $8,107 installment from the Cuban Fund was sent to our 
sibling parish, Jesus of Nazareth in Santa Clara, Cuba last month. With their water project 
now complete, the remaining funds will be used to help build a small rectory for a member 
of their clergy. Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the Cuban project for your 
generosity! 
 
We also have a new opportunity to show our generosity to Jesus of Nazareth: sponsoring 
their Christmas dinner!  
 
Bishop Griselda has said that the current economic situation in Cuba is the worst she's 
seen in 40+ years, with food shortages and prices hitting her congregations especially 
hard. For instance, when available, 1lb of pork can cost as much as 10% of a monthly salary 
and two dozen eggs can be as high as 20%.  
 
That's why our friends at Friends of the Episcopal Church in Cuba have launched their 
"Project Feliz Navidad Cuba" to provide a holiday meal for every one of Cuba's 50 
Episcopal parishes. They estimate that each meal will cost $300. With your support, we'd 
love to sponsor four meals: one for Jesus of Nazareth Santa Clara, plus three others, for a 
total of $1,200.  
 
To contribute, please either donate online now and select "Cuban Fund" or include 
"Cuban Fund" in the memo line of a check you mail to the church or drop in the offering 
plate. We plan to share our final tally with friends of ECC on Friday, December 23rd. 
 
Thank you again for your generosity to our Cuban siblings in Christ! 
 

Prayers & Dedications 
 

Let us hold in our prayers Joan Shapiro, Jeanette, Marion, Karen, Larry 
Adlhock, Nancy Morgan, Charles Briody, Melissa, Ellen Wallace, Lisa, Hayden 
Jones, Jim Pridgen, Stanley, the Spencer family, the people of Ukraine, those 
serving in the Foreign Service and armed forces, and all those around the globe who 
are ill with COVID-19. Pray also for the repose of the souls of all who have died, 
especially Janis Hoffman and Dale Smith, and those killed in violence and war.  
 
And let us remember in prayer all those who are suffering under burdens of illness, 
oppression, violence and injustice. Pray for those struggling with grief, loneliness or 
anxiety. 
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Readings for this Sunday 

Lesson 1 Heidi Rasciner, Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Lesson 2 Will Stewart, Isaiah 35:1-10 
Lesson 3 vEnessa Acham, Zephaniah 3:14-18 
Lesson 4 Rick Taylor, Luke 1:26-38 
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2300 Cathedral Ave NW, 
Washington, DC 20008 
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