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The Message: An Update from Cuba 

 

As we embark on our Lenten journey reflecting on 

previous All Souls outreach initiatives, we are delighted to 

write with updates from our partner parish, Iglesia 

Episcopal Jesús Nazareno in Santa Clara, Cuba. 

 

The pandemic hit Cuba hard. Restrictions were placed on 

travel between provinces and since global travel died 

down, donated supplies were basically non-existent. The 

church in Santa Clara has been crucially important to the people of the community: providing 

clean water and transforming their lot into a garden to help feed those most in need as food 

shortages continue to be an issue. Services have resumed (with masks), children and adults 

have been baptized (including the bishop's own granddaughter), and even a wedding has been 

celebrated.  

  

Due to the generosity of All Souls, we have enough money in our Cuba Church Initiative to fulfill 

our initial commitment in Santa Clara. However, we will have to wait to send this until wiring 

funds to the island is available again.  

  

However, our partnership is not just financial. Please continue to keep the people of Cuba and 

specifically those in Santa Clara in your prayers. It is an unsettled time in Cuba 

with historic protests and currency changes which threaten to increase inflation. We will keep 

you updated as we hear more and hope that a visit with our siblings in Christ will be in the not 

too distant future.  

 

-Sarah Spencer, Stefanie Vestal & Wynsor Taylor 

 

⇨ Browsing quickly?  Orange arrows mark new or updated announcements 

since last week. 

 



What Comes Next 
 

 ⇨ Reconciliation Next Steps . . .  Our workshop on 

Eucharistic Practices this Sunday, February 28 from 2:00 

until 4:00 PM will explore our physiological responses in 

worship and how ritual movements affect our sense of 

connection. To create your own sacred space for the 

workshop, you may want to light a candle, place an icon or 

other sacred image in view, and have the Book of 

Common Prayer available. Another helpful resource is A 

New Zealand Prayer Book. For parishioners who 

cannot join us Sunday afternoon, the workshop will be 

recorded.     

We heard additional powerful stories from parishioners on 

the 14th, and there was a strong interest to have another 

story telling session. That is now planned for our forum at 

10:00 AM on Sunday, March 7.  As before, this session 

will provide an opportunity to listen actively to each other's 

perspectives as a way to increase understanding and 

begin the healing process. We urge all parishioners to reserve this time on their calendars. 

Parishioners who have heard the stories shared in our two earlier sessions encourage all to 

participate. If you would be willing to tell your story on the 7th, please email it to Kim 

Fletcher kimlochfletcher@comcast.net. Our guide to the story telling process can be found on 

the All Souls website governance page under Strategic Review and Next Steps. A schedule of 

February and March activities for the reconciliation process has also been added there. 

Prayer writing is another component of our reconciliation and healing journey. We will have a 

prayer writing workshop on Saturday, March 13th from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon. 

 

⇨ Worship . . . While recorded services are still necessary at this time, the vestry recognizes 

parishioners' longing to worship with others in our beautiful church. To that end, we've received 

diocesan support for a limited, in-person screening of our recorded Mass for March 7 with 

Mother Elizabeth Orens as celebrant and Rev. Rachelle Sam as homilist. Rev. Sam, a former 

All Souls parishioner who regularly attended our early service on Sundays and led EFM, was 

ordained to the Priesthood in June of 2019. Please email Kevin LeGrand if you would like to join 

us on March 7th at 2:00 PM. We will follow strict COVID safety protocols. 

 

As announced in this space last week, we will continue to offer Sunday Masses as recorded 

services through Easter because community spread is still too high to allow large in-person 

gatherings. Also, our recorded services, which have received acclaim for the sermons, the 

music, and the overall production quality, remain the preferred choice of most parishioners.   

 

Even with great production value, recorded services still hold a different appeal than real-time 

worship. Thus, we also want to remind you of two opportunities every week to participate in real-

time prayer with All Souls. We gather virtually each Wednesday with Grace for Noonday Prayer and 

each Friday with Mother Elizabeth for Evening Prayer at 6:30 PM. CLICK HERE to join either prayer 

service online via Zoom or dial 301-715-8592 and enter Meeting ID 863 807 045. 
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Around the Parish 
 

 

NOTE: The link in the following item 

is now correct.  

  

⇨ The All Souls Outreach Committee. . . invites you to join fellow parishioners virtually 

at Samaritan Ministry's Next Step Breakfast on Saturday, March 20 from 9:30 until 11:00 AM. 

Yamiche Alcindor, White House Correspondent for the PBS NewsHour, will emcee; Rev. David 

Wolf, Executive Director of Samaritan Ministry, will offer inspiring words; and there will be 

testimonials from program participants and volunteers.  

 

Samaritan Ministry has long been supported by the volunteer work and donations of All Souls 

parishioners and with grants from our endowment. If you are interested, 

please CLICK HERE for registration details before the March 17, 6:00 PM registration deadline. 

If you have any questions, please contact our Parish Representative to Samaritan Ministry, Kurt 

Jacobs, at 202-445-5527. 

⇨ Poetry Night . . . Please join us Monday, March 1 at 7 PM on Zoom for our next gathering of 

poets and poetry lovers.  Our theme will be Measure. We will explore the many modes of 

measure, in poetry, in politics, in our faith. For as Jesus said, "the measure you give will be the 

measure you get back." We will share a measure of peace, and of wisdom through the poetic 

Word. Hope to see you there! Contact Brian with any questions. CLICK HERE to join the Zoom 

meeting. 

⇨ Parents Gathering . . . Parents and friends of formation at All Souls are welcome to join our 

next monthly gathering on Zoom, Wednesday, March 3 at 8:30 PM These are casual wind-

downs and check-ins that offer a space for support and community in a difficult time for parents-

-but also to have a bit of fun! Contact Brian with any questions. CLICK HERE to join the Zoom 

meeting. 

⇨ Lenten Retreat Our supply clergy, Father Martin Smith will offer a Zoom retreat through the 

monastery of the Order of the Holy Cross, West Park, NY, Friday March 19 and Saturday March 

20th. CLICK HERE for further details. 

⇨ Giant gift cards for the Bishop Walker School . . . All Souls’ Outreach Committee asks for 

donations of Giant gift cards to support families at this school for boys from traditionally 

underserved communities. The school prefers $50 cards, but cards of all values are welcome. 

The deadline for our first card collection is Monday, March 15. Collections will follow about every 

two weeks. Mail cards to All Souls Episcopal Church, 2300 Cathedral Ave., Washington, DC 

20008. If you would like Bishop Walker School to provide you a charitable contribution receipt, 

please include your name, address, email address, cell phone number, and donation amount 

with your gift card when you send it to the church. If you have any questions, please 

contact Hilary Wilcox. Thank you for your generous response. 
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Healing Ministry . . . As our parish is in the midst of a reconciliation and healing process and as 

the season of Lent has begun, it is fitting that All Souls relaunch the healing ministry. If you 

would like one of our healing ministers to join you in a virtual, one-to-one healing rite, please 

email one of them to arrange a time. Our healing ministers are Nancy Aherne, Al Muller, 

and Lisa Watson. 

Lent Madness . . . The virtual edition of Lent Madness is here! You can learn about the saints 

and participate in the voting each day to see who will win the Golden Halo!  

The Way of the Cross . . . Each Friday in Lent EXCEPT Good Friday, Deacon Linda Mahler 

will lead a virtual “walk” through the stations of the cross at 7:45 PM via Zoom. She will use a 

traditional liturgy that offers prayers and Scripture describing Jesus’ journey from judgment to 

crucifixion on Good Friday.  The 30 minute liturgy is the same each week. Many people find this 

ancient spiritual practice meaningful as they prepare for Easter, whether they do it once or twice 

or every Friday during Lent. If you would like to participate, please email Linda 

at MahlerLindaL@gmail.com or call her on 202-232-8232. 

Prayer Group for Healing and Unity . . .  A group has formed to offer up prayers for help and 

guidance from the Holy Spirit as the parish seeks healing and unity. Each week, participants are 

e-mailed a text to recite at a set time. If you would be interested in adding your voice, please 

contact Kathleen Scholl or Chuck Hunter. 

 

Give Online! 
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