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The Message: All Souls Outreach to Refugee Families 
 
About 5 years ago, Steve Merrill and I discovered that we 
were both passionate about providing assistance to 
refugee families newly arrived in the U.S. This was at a 
time when there were many such families arriving in the 
Washington, D.C. area, and several organizations were 
soliciting the help of religious congregations to aid in the 
refugee settlement process. We formed a small committee 

of All Souls parishioners to discuss this. The conclusion was to move forward and that it would 
be best if we could partner with one or more other congregations in the effort. 
  
The first family we helped was the Haydaris (mom is Iranian and dad is Afghan). They arrived in 
the spring of 2016, and we helped with finding housing, helping their two girls get into school 
and nursery school, helping with food and clothing, and helping dad get medical help for his 
eyesight (one eye had been damaged as a child.) They settled in Mr. Rainier, MD for two years, 
in which time mom learned to drive and took English classes, and dad ultimately obtained his 
license to become a long-haul truck driver. They have  since moved to Ohio, which is better for 
his job, but I (Embry) still offer tutoring on-line in reading to their older daughter and talk with 
mom periodically to help improve her English. They seem to be thriving despite Covid; the girls 
are in part-time in-person school and part-time on-line school. It is not ideal, but they are 
learning.  
  
Our partnership with Christ Church Georgetown and St. John's Georgetown, two Episcopal 
parishes, led to the adoption of a second family, the Habibs, in fall 2016. They arrived from 
Afghanistan, and at the time the family consisted of mom, dad, and two young daughters. We 
helped them find housing near the Haydaris in Mt. Rainier, and all three parishes contributed 
furniture for their new apartment. When they arrived, mom was pregnant and soon after a new 
American citizen, a little boy, arrived. They have since had another little boy, born just last 
December. Our assistance to the Habibs was similar to that provided to the Haydaris, except 
that--because of the financial support from all three parishes--we were able to pay their rent 
(with assistance from an All Souls endowment grant) while dad studied for his engineering 
exams. He had worked for the U.S. Corps of Engineers in Afghanistan, and succeeded at 
passing his exams in the U.S. He obtained a job working as an engineer on the purple line 



metro project, but it has been stalled lately, and he is currently out of work. If anyone at All 
Souls has contacts in the engineering profession please let me know, and I will pass you on to 
him. 
  
As you can see, the All Souls refugee project provided welcome support to two wonderful 
families, who are both on their way to becoming solid middle class American citizens. These 
hard-working individuals, and their children, will enrich American society in so many ways. It is 
very significant to me that the latest child, Mateen Habib, was born during the week that my 
dear partner in this effort, Steve Merrill, passed away. I imagined their souls passing on the way 
to and from heaven. 
  
The worldwide refugee crisis is still very much with us. With the new administration taking hold, 
it is possible that the flow of refugees to the U.S. will start up again. If so, All Souls might want to 
consider whether we would again adopt a refugee family post-Covid. It is extremely rewarding 
work. 
 
-Embry Howell 

 

⇨ Browsing quickly?  Orange arrows mark new or updated announcements 
since last week. 

 

What Comes Next 
 

 ⇨ Reconciliation Next Steps . . .  In case you missed 
our workshop on Eucharistic Practices last Sunday led by 
Mother Adrien Dawson, Rector, All Saints Episcopal, 
Frederick, MD, a recording is available HERE. To create 
your own sacred space for the workshop, you may want to 
read the brief introduction located HERE, light a candle, 
place an icon or other sacred image in view, and have 
the Book of Common Prayer available. Another helpful 
resource is A New Zealand Prayer Book.      

  

Our Forum this Sunday, March 7 at 10:00 AM will 
feature additional powerful stories from parishioners.  As 
before, this session will provide an opportunity to listen 
actively to each other's perspectives as a way to increase 
understanding and continue the healing process. We urge 
all parishioners to reserve this time on their calendars. If 

you would be willing to tell your story on the 7th, please email it to Kim Fletcher. Our guide to 
the story telling process can be found on the All Souls website governance page under Strategic 
Review and Next Steps. A schedule of February and March activities for the reconciliation 
process has also been added there. 



  

Prayer writing is another component of our reconciliation and healing journey. We will have a 
prayer writing workshop on Saturday, March 13th from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon. 
 
⇨ Worship . . . A limited, in-person screening of our recorded Mass for March 7 with Mother 
Elizabeth Orens as celebrant and Rev. Rachelle Sam as homilist is now completely subscribed. 
This is a pilot test of All Souls' first indoor gathering since the start of the pandemic. We do plan 
additional gatherings in the future and will follow strict COVID-19 safety protocols. 
 
As announced in this space last week, we will continue to offer Sunday Masses as recorded 
services through Easter because community spread is still too high to allow large in-person 
gatherings. Also, our recorded services, which have received acclaim for the sermons, the 
music, and the overall production quality, remain the preferred choice of most parishioners.   
 
Even with great production value, recorded services still hold a different appeal than real-
time worship. Thus, we also want to remind you of two opportunities every week to participate in 
real-time prayer with All Souls. We gather virtually each Wednesday with Grace for Noonday 
Prayer and each Friday with Mother Elizabeth for Evening Prayer at 6:30 PM. CLICK HERE to 
join either prayer service online via Zoom or dial 301-715-8592 and enter Meeting ID 863 807 
045. 

 

Around the Parish 
 

Episcopal Men's Fellowship. . . The Men's Fellowship will meet via Zoom on Friday, March 
5th at 4 PM. There is no agenda, although we look forward to a brief update on the installation 
of the digital organ. Please email Ike Brannon to get the link if you'd like to participate.  
 
WOMEN OF ALL SOULS: Please join us Tuesday, March 9th, 6:30 PM, for an hour’s zoom 
meeting together. We shall catch up with one another, say Evening Prayer (New Zealand 
Prayer Book), and discuss Bishop Susan Goff’s meditation, “One Full Year of Life in 
Pandemic.” Contact Mother Elizabeth Orens if you need a copy. All are welcome! CLICK 
HERE to join.   

 

The All Souls Outreach Committee. 
. . invites you to join fellow 
parishioners virtually at Samaritan 
Ministry's Next Step Breakfast on 

Saturday, March 20 from 9:30 until 11:00 AM. Yamiche Alcindor, White House Correspondent 
for the PBS NewsHour, will emcee; Rev. David Wolf, Executive Director of Samaritan Ministry, 
will offer inspiring words; and there will be testimonials from program participants and 
volunteers.  
 
Samaritan Ministry has long been supported by the volunteer work and donations of All Souls 
parishioners and with grants from our endowment. If you are interested, 
please CLICK HERE for registration details before the March 17, 6:00 PM registration deadline. 



If you have any questions, please contact our Parish Representative to Samaritan Ministry, Kurt 
Jacobs, at 202-445-5527. 

Lenten Retreat Our supply clergy, Father Martin Smith will offer a Zoom retreat through the 
monastery of the Order of the Holy Cross, West Park, NY, Friday March 19 and Saturday March 
20th. CLICK HERE for further details. 

Giant gift cards for the Bishop Walker School . . . All Souls’ Outreach Committee asks for 
donations of Giant gift cards to support families at this school for boys from traditionally 
underserved communities. The school prefers $50 cards, but cards of all values are welcome. 
The deadline for our first card collection is Monday, March 15. Collections will follow about every 
two weeks. Mail cards to All Souls Episcopal Church, 2300 Cathedral Ave., Washington, DC 
20008. If you would like Bishop Walker School to provide you a charitable contribution receipt, 
please include your name, address, email address, cell phone number, and donation amount 
with your gift card when you send it to the church. If you have any questions, please contact 
Chuck Hunter. Thank you for your generous response. 

Healing Ministry . . . As our parish is in the midst of a reconciliation and healing process and as 
the season of Lent has begun, it is fitting that All Souls relaunch the healing ministry. If you 
would like one of our healing ministers to join you in a virtual, one-to-one healing rite, please 
email one of them to arrange a time. Our healing ministers are Nancy Aherne, Al Muller, 
and Lisa Watson. 

The Way of the Cross . . . Each Friday in Lent EXCEPT Good Friday, Deacon Linda Mahler 
will lead a virtual “walk” through the stations of the cross at 7:45 PM via Zoom. She will use a 
traditional liturgy that offers prayers and Scripture describing Jesus’ journey from judgment to 
crucifixion on Good Friday.  The 30 minute liturgy is the same each week. Many people find this 
ancient spiritual practice meaningful as they prepare for Easter, whether they do it once or twice 
or every Friday during Lent. If you would like to participate, please email Linda 
at MahlerLindaL@gmail.com or call her on 202-232-8232. 

Prayer Group for Healing and Unity . . .  A group has formed to offer up prayers for help and 
guidance from the Holy Spirit as the parish seeks healing and unity. Each week, participants are 
e-mailed a text to recite at a set time. If you would be interested in adding your voice, please 
contact Kathleen Scholl or Chuck Hunter. 

 

Give Online! 

 


