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The Message: Meeting our New Interim 

Rector 

It is my distinct pleasure to introduce our 

Interim Rector, the Reverend Doctor Julianne 

Buenting, who will officially join us on August 

1st. She may be able to join some parish 

activities in July after wrapping up her work at 

her current parish in Northampton, 

Massachusetts and settling in the 

Washington, DC area. One thing to know: It 

is not her custom to use the title “Mother” -- 

“Julianne” or “Reverend Julianne” are just 

fine with her. 

Why did we, the Wardens and the Vestry, 

pick Rev. Julianne? We recognize that we 

have a unique set of challenges and opportunities right now, which call for the right priest to 

lead us in addressing them. Note: I didn’t say that she would address them alone. 

We have a lot of rebuilding to do coming out of the pandemic and everything that led up to the 

reconciliation process. So, we need someone who can come alongside the ongoing 

reconciliation process and help us carry that work forward. We also need someone who will 

warmly meet the congregation where we are, listen to us, and provide spiritual leadership. 

Based on her experience, we believe that Rev. Julianne is the ideal fit for us. 

Rev. Julianne brings with her a breadth of experience that will be invaluable as we chart our 

path forward coming out of the pandemic and through the rest of the reconciliation process. She 

has already served as Interim Rector for four parishes and clearly understands the “nuts and 

bolts” of running a parish the size of All Souls. It was also apparent in her interview that she 

more than has the mettle to provide the strong leadership that we are going to need going 

forward.  

Rev. Julianne also brings with her a rich spirituality to our parish family. She is a credentialed 

instructor of Centering Prayer and Welcoming Prayer and has experience in retreat leadership 

and spiritual direction. 

As to her interpersonal style, one of the most interesting things about Rev. Julianne is that her 

doctorate is in nursing. She is a Certified Advanced Practice Nurse-Nurse Practitioner and a 

Certified Nurse Midwife. She has taught nursing as an Associate Dean and Associate 

Professor. Seeing that on her resume for the first time was one of those “oh, wow” moments for 



me. Suffice it to say that her “bedside manner” has also shown through during the interview 

process. 

With respect to that interview process, the Diocese screened candidates for “competence, 

character, and chemistry.” While I was not involved in selecting previous Interim Rectors, I have 

the clear sense that the Diocese has become more intentional about getting us the right fit for 

our next spiritual leader. 

While they initially screened for “competence” and “character,” the Diocese rightly left 

“chemistry” to us. To that end, every member of the Vestry met Rev. Julianne during her 

interview process, either in informal sessions or during her formal interview. The Vestry’s 

decision to hire her was unanimous. We share her strong sense of calling to our parish and we 

are eager to welcome her on August 1st. 

Let’s all join together in prayer for Rev. Julianne as she prepares to become our Interim Rector! 

Dale Lewis 

Senior Warden 
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What Comes Next 
Reconciliation Next Steps . . .  We will plan an Adult Forum in 

June to focus again on All Souls Mission and Vision. Two weeks 

ago, we had an introductory session that addressed the 

importance of a compelling mission enacted through a broadly 

supported vision. As well, we discussed desired characteristics of 

such statements, EDOW resources, and All Souls' own 

longstanding mission and vision statements. The slides supporting 

last week's talk can be found HERE.  

 

Previously in our reconciliation journey, Fr. Martin Smith led a 

discussion that conveyed considerations about how All Souls 

might conduct liturgical experiments and expand worship 

offerings. An audio recording is available HERE. 

 

Earlier, Kathleen Schotto led our adult forum in a discussion of gratitude expression. A rapidly 

constructed, non-exhaustive list of things for which forum participants expressed gratitude can 

be found HERE. A recording of the forum with introductory announcements by Kevin LeGrand is 

available HERE.   

 

Annual Meeting . . . We will hold our Annual Meeting in-person on June 13th at 11:00 AM. 

Please CLICK HERE for more information. Absentee voting will be widely available.  

 

⇨ Transition to In-Person Worship . . .  All Souls All Souls will continue our highly-acclaimed 

recorded services this Sunday and next (June 6 and 13). Beginning June 20, we will gather in-

person for Sunday Mass at 10:00 a.m. Coincident with the transition to in-person worship, we 

will seek a new time for a virtual gathering on Sunday. If you have ideas regarding time or 

content, please email Kevin LeGrand. Many thanks to all who have joined these online 

gatherings over the past 15 months. 

 

⇨ Join Us Live . . . Even with great production value, recorded services still hold a different 
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appeal as compared to real-time worship. Thus, we also want to remind you of two opportunities 

every week to interact with others during our real-time prayer services. We gather virtually each 

Wednesday with Grace for Noonday Prayer and each Friday with Mother Elizabeth for Evening 

Prayer at 6:30 PM. CLICK HERE to join either prayer service online via Zoom or dial 301-715-

8592 and enter Meeting ID 863 807 045. THERE WILL BE NO EVENING PRAYER THIS 

WEEK. 

Around the Parish 
 

⇨ All Souls Women . . . Our next meeting will take place Tuesday, June 8th at 6:30 (by Zoom). 

We will worship together, check in with one another, and discuss Michael Curry’s chapter 4 

(“Living into God’s Dream”) from his book, Crazy Christians: A Call to Follow Jesus. If you need 

a copy of the chapter, please let me know. All are welcome. Please CLICK HERE to join the 

meeting. 

⇨ Mother Elizabeth's essay . . . I hope you will enjoy an article of mine that was published in a 

recent issue of The Living Church (May 16th). It is entitled “We Copy His Creativity: Elders and 

the Arts.” CLICK HERE to read it. The article focuses on elders, faith, and the arts. It describes 

the ministry of my Sacred Arts Group and All Souls to St. Mary’s Court in Foggy Bottom. In the 

photograph, you will recognize vEnessa Acham and Joy Kraus who was a sometime visitor to 

the All Soul’s Poetry Circle. This is a ministry I hope we can continue at All Souls—after all the 

Covid restrictions are lifted—with a lively participation from our own membership. --Mother 

Elizabeth 

Now Accepting Endowment Grant Applications . . .The Vestry of All Souls Parish 

established an endowment fund decades ago to enable the parish to fulfill its mission more 

completely. Distributions from the endowment are primarily limited to: (1) capital improvements 

to the parish; (2) outreach ministries and grants; (3) seed money for new ministries or special 

one-time Parish ministry projects. Applications are now being accepted for internal projects and 

external organizations requesting funding for “outreach ministries and grants.”  For complete 

information, instructions, and online application, please CLICK HERE. The application deadline 

is June 13, 2021. Please note that due to several priorities that our vestry has already funded 

from this year's endowment distribution, the remaining amount of grant funding that we will 

disburse this year is $27,547. 

Treasurer Appointed . . . At its May 16th meeting, the Vestry appointed Kathleen Scholl as All 

Souls' new treasurer. We thank Kathleen for her willingness to step forward and put her relevant 

experience to use for All Souls. We are also deeply grateful to David Hollis for his many years 

providing his talents to All Souls. He and Kathleen are working together to familiarize Kathleen 

with All Souls' particular procedures, file locations, and other matters.   

  

⇨ Food and Friends . . . Embry Howell, Chuck Hunter, Bill Miller, and Daniel Callis spent a 

wonderful afternoon volunteering at Food & Friends on May 19 packing fresh fruit and grocery 

bags for Food & Friends' clients. We were once again quite comprehensively masked (face 

masks, hair nets, and beard nets for the men). Masks will be required for volunteers until July 1, 

after which volunteers must present proof of vaccination against COVID-19. There aren’t many 

volunteer slots open in June, so we will try to have another group volunteer event later this 

summer. Watch this space for a sign-up poll in the coming weeks and please contact Daniel 

Callis if you have any questions. 

Summer Drive for Bishop Walker School (BWS) . . . Fifteen families with children at Bishop 

Walker School face food, housing, and job insecurity. If you do not struggle with these issues, 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/351256294?pwd=aVc5OTRWZThOclNMSWpycm5qQSs4QT09
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you are in a good position to help these families by donating Giant gift cards through All Souls. 

Donations drop off in summertime, but we can fill that gap. Gift cards of $50 are preferred, but 

any amount is appreciated. Please send your cards to All Souls, 2300 Cathedral Ave, 

Washington, DC 20008 or bring them to the annual meeting on June 13th. If you'd like BWS to 

send you a charitable contribution receipt, please email Chuck Hunter and include your name, 

email address, phone number, and donation amount.    

 

Healing Ministry . . . We have relaunched the healing ministry. If you would like one of our 

healing ministers to join you in a virtual, one-to-one healing rite, please email Nancy Aherne, Al 

Muller, or Lisa Watson to arrange a time. 

 

Prayer Group for Healing and Unity . . .  A group has formed to offer up prayers for help and 

guidance from the Holy Spirit as the parish seeks healing and unity. Each week, participants are 

e-mailed a text to recite at a set time. If you would be interested in adding your voice, please 

contact Kathleen Scholl or Chuck Hunter. 

 

Give Online! 

All Souls Episcopal Church - 2300 Cathedral Avenue NW - Washington, DC 20008-1505 
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