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All Souls Weekly
Volume 13, Number 17, March 22, 2020

The Message: Courage in Uncharted Territory

To say that we are in uncharted territory is an
understatement that I find myself saying now
repeatedly. Uncertainty abounds (another
understatement) in nearly every aspect of our
individual and communal life: our civic life, our

religious life, our family life, our work life, our home life, our financial life, etc.,
etc. 

Many of us, perhaps most of us, don’t do very well with uncharted territory.
Most of us want a map or, even more preferably now, an app or system that will
tell us where we are and how to get where we want to go. But the ways of
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navigating that we’ve become accustomed to don’t work in this new, uncharted
territory, and so it is perhaps quite natural to feel lost. Feeling lost often makes
us feel anxious or afraid. Anxiety and fear are slippery slopes to everything that
Jesus invited us to lay aside: gluttony, greed, laziness, prejudice, despair, and
so on. And physical self distancing doesn’t help any of us with any of this.

But Jesus came to lead us into the uncharted territory of life with God in
unbounded love. In Lent we are invited to follow Jesus into a kind of uncharted
spiritual territory where, if we take the invitation seriously, we can clarify our
relationship to all that distracts us and tempts us to turn away from God. This
lies at the heart of the Lenten discipline of fasting. Our Lenten fast is modeled
on Jesus’ 40-day fast in the desert, which itself is spiritually linked to his
forbearers’ 40 years of fasting and wandering in the wilderness.

Little did we know, when we started Lent this year, that we were entering an
extended time of displacement. But this is where we find ourselves. Wishing it
were not so will neither help us find our way through this uncharted territory nor
help us actualize any of its potential benefits. May we have the heart, the
courage, to follow Jesus in this uncharted territory, even if it means that we
have to change or let go of some things, indefinitely, in order to do so. It’s much
easier to have courage in uncharted territory when we adapt to the
circumstances and journey forward together.

Read more about Wandering in the COVID-19 Wilderness from Bishop
Mariann.

COVID-19 Updates

Out of an abundance of caution around the

https://www.edow.org/about/bishop-mariann/writings/2020/03/19/wandering-covid-19-wilderness?utm_source=March+19%2C+2020&utm_campaign=EDOW+Bulletin+20171116&utm_medium=email
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Out of an abundance of caution around the
COVID-19 outbreak, All Souls and all
Episcopal churches in the Diocese of
Washington are physically closed through
May 16. All in-person worship, meetings, and
events have been suspended. Click here for a

statement from Bishop Mariann Budde. Our staff is still working and available
by email, phone, and video and we are moving as many of our regular
gatherings online as possible.

Father Jadon Tested Positive for COVID-19 as of March 11. He has been
quarantined since March 8, after several weeks of intermittent flu-like
symptoms, from which he has fully recovered. We do not know when he
became contagious but likely as far back as February 19. The DC Health
Department did not specifically order All Souls parishioners who had been in
contact with him between February 19 and March 8 to quarantine, but
EVERYONE IN THE US has been directed to self-isolate and contact their
doctor if they have any symptoms. 

Others on staff have been tested. Mother Diana has tested negative. Chanta
Bhan has tested negative. Grace Kreher is still quarantined and awaiting test
results.

A special COVID-19 cleaning of our building will be performed by our
cleaning contractor before it goes into reuse.

In this time of anxiety and uncertainty, let us all hold one another in prayer,
reach out by phone and other means rather than lean away from one another,
and follow all of the protocols and best practices that will help slow the spread
COVID-19. If you become ill, please notify any of our clergy or staff. You
may reach Father Jadon at 202-681-9021 or rector@allsoulsdc.org.

Sundays Have Changed, Not Ended

We encourage you to think twice about going to

https://www.edow.org/about/bishop-mariann/writings/2020/03/16/bishop-mariann-extends-suspension-public-worship-until-may-1
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/
mailto:rector@allsoulsdc.org
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We encourage you to think twice about going to
churches of other denominations that remain open.
Bishop Mariann as our chief pastor, is calling us to take
seriously the call to dramatically lessen our social
interaction and help slow the spread of this virus.

Our Schedule This Sunday:
10 a.m. Adult Forum via Zoom
10 a.m. Sunday School via Zoom for Children and Families
11:15 a.m. Online Cathedral Service with Bishop Mariann
5:30 p.m. Evening Yoga and Prayer via Zoom

Click on the links above to join in on Sunday. Info and links will also be
at www.allsoulsdc.org/worship. There you will also find a link to the readings for
the day as well as a recording with prayers, readings, and a homily from Father
Jadon.

All Souls Kids . . . We invite our families with children to gather in our Zoom
Formation Room this Sunday at 10 am to reconnect, reflect, and come together
for a fun time of home-based worship.  We will share the Gospel, a saintly
story, and celebrate Snackarist!  A free Basic Account is all that is required,
sign up at https://zoom.us/. To join the meeting click here. If you have any
questions, please contact brian@allsoulsdc.org.

Online Giving During Closure . . . Though our parish is currently closed, our
ministry continues and we will still pay our hourly Sunday employees as usual.
Since we won't be passing the collection plate while we are closed, if you
normally give by way of cash or check in the plate on Sundays, please consider
giving online for now. If you have trouble with this, please contact Grace by
email.

If you are new to Zoom meetings . . . Mother Diana
would love to help get you set up and oriented.  You can
reach out to her for 1-1 help by

https://zoom.us/j/171174574?pwd=S0tXMERhUzZJT3NvVFM2bkNaekc5dz09
https://zoom.us/j/956692180?pwd=dlQ4M2JmeEY5VzBNMkhyakxFWTRRZz09
https://cathedral.org/event/holy-eucharist-4-2018-03-04-2018-05-06-2018-06-10-2018-09-09-2018-10-07-2018-11-18-2018-12-16-2018-12-30-2019-01-20-2019-04-28-2019-05-05-2019-09-08-2019-09-29-2019-11-03-2020-01-05-2020-03-22/
https://zoom.us/j/586333476?pwd=ZlZtdFJnZEpwdW1IVzJ4dlJ6M2x0Zz09
https://allsoulsdc.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f92e4fd19e3e94da95d0ecf2d&id=013b381ff7&e=ffd728a52a
https://zoom.us/
https://zoom.us/s/956692180?pwd=dlQ4M2JmeEY5VzBNMkhyakxFWTRRZz09
mailto:brian@allsoulsdc.org
http://www.onrealm.org/allsoulsdc/give
mailto:grace@allsoulsdc.org
mailto:grace@allsoulsdc.org
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reach out to her for 1-1 help by
emailing diana@allsoulsdc.org or you can join her for
Zoom office hours if you know how to get on but want to
practice. Simply click on the link below:

Friday anytime between 10-11 a.m., click https://zoom.us/j/339040157

Our Building is Closed, But We Are

Still Ministering

Wednesday Noonday Prayer . . . Join us for a brief
time of gathering together virtually Wednesday at 12
p.m. by clicking here or using Zoom Meeting ID 863-
807-045.

Daily Devotional and Adult Forums. . . Follow along
with the Lent Daily Devotional from Living Compass. Go
to www.livingcompass.org/lent to sign up to receive the
daily readings by email or join a moderated Facebook
group to reflect with others.
 
Our 10 a.m. Sunday morning Adult Forums in Lent will
follow and expand upon the daily devotional's theme:
Practicing Courage With All Your Heart, Soul, Strength,

and Mind. While All Souls is closed, we will conduct our forums online
via Zoom.

Lent Madness . . . is in full swing! This is an fun,
engaging way to learn about the people comprising the
Church’s Calendar of Saints. 32 saints are placed into a

mailto:diana@allsoulsdc.org
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/339040157&sa=D&source=hangouts&ust=1584739187830000&usg=AFQjCNGbF2vVsDoxycpJfCOwm80ObNS1Cw
https://zoom.us/meeting/863807045?occurrence=1585152000000
https://www.livingcompass.org/lent
https://www.facebook.com/groups/451952128826491/?source_id=259794547710
https://zoom.us/j/171174574?pwd=S0tXMERhUzZJT3NvVFM2bkNaekc5dz09
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Church’s Calendar of Saints. 32 saints are placed into a
tournament-like single elimination bracket, and we all
vote for our favorite saint. The winner is awarded the
coveted Golden Halo! To learn more and to play along,
visit lentmadness.org, and sign up for the daily emails

on the right-hand side of the page.

All Souls Women virtual lunch and mini-retreat,
Saturday, March 21 . . . As this year's Lenten retreat
was canceled, All Souls Women will gather via Zoom
chat this Saturday at noon for a bit of cyber-fellowship.
Please contact Elizabeth Terry, elizterry@gmail.com, to
RSVP and to receive the link to participate. (If you plan
to take part, please download the Zoom app to your
smartphone or set up a Zoom account on your

computer ahead of time. The basic version of Zoom is free for meeting
participants.)

Special Parish Family Meeting . . . In light of
the uncertainty around our closure and broader
COVID-19 concerns, our Holy Cow consultant
will not be with us on March 29. Parish

leadership is consulting with her about alternative options, which may involve
rescheduling our in-person presentation and/or having her create a video
presentation that we can watch together and/or individually. Stay tuned for
more info.

2019 Outreach Grants . . .  Applications are now being
received for outreach grants to support projects that
further the mission of All Souls.  Please visit
www.allsoulsdc.org/endowment to learn more and
access the online application and instructions. The

deadline is March 31.

Challenge Grant . . . Current and past Vestry members
and wardens have funded a $13,000 challenge grant
toward new and increased financial pledges to the

https://www.lentmadness.org/
mailto:elizterry@gmail.com
http://www.allsoulsdc.org/endowment
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfr8J9zs7ybpml9omfdRPgQv9imjoRQGZfcQ22GX7S7joteWw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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parish. So far approximately $7,000 in adding funds
have been matched. Please consider participating. Your

increased or new pledge will be matched dollar for dollar up to a total of
$13,000.00 in new or increased pledges. Reach out to Kevin LeGrand or any
vestry member if you have questions, and contact our parish coordinator Grace
Kreher as soon as you are able if you'd like to respond to the challenge grant.

All Souls Care

Welcome to the world, baby Bennett . . . Our Senior
Warden, Dale Lewis and his husband Shane Davies
have welcomed the arrival of baby Bennett Ethan
Davies-Lewis into their family. Congratulations Dale and
Shane!

Your Prayers Are Asked for . . . Albert Bacon, Jimbo
Beacham, Chanta Bhan, Katya Alexandra Chesla,

Xavier De La Renaudiere, Pat Dresser, Edward Geniti, Athene Harmel, Lee
Kadrich, Stefan Lopatkiewicz, Lynn Loughney, John and Joanne Marx, Nancy
Morgan, Esther Potter, Mike Pond, Bill Pressly, Susan Rao, John Stewart, Fred
Sutton, and those in the Foreign Service and in our armed forces.

The Love and Sympathy of the Parish . . . are extended to Susan Rao upon
the death of her mother, Mary Kathryn Hupman, and to all who mourn the death
of Bishop Barbara Harris, the first woman elected bishop in the Episcopal
Church. May they rest in peace and rise in glory.

Give Online!

mailto:klegrand@gmail.com
mailto:grace@allsoulsdc.org
http://www.onrealm.org/allsoulsdc/give
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