to Rahab and others, the writer recounts how these people acted
on the promise of things to come rather than what they could see
and touch in the present moment. The promises of God were
assured because his nature is trustworthy. My human reflex is,
“Easier said than done.” As with Peter, we are often called to
trust God with situations which feel like being asked to walk on
water. Not just difficult, but impossible. Yet, this is the heart of
our relationship with God: we are called to trust Him by faith.
We trust Him with what looks to us impossible. It is His nature
to be faithful, and He cannot go against that. Lord, give me
faith to trust You with______. Thank You that You are
completely trustworthy.
Genesis 12:1-7; Psalm 34; John 6:35-42, 48-51
Today’s Calendar

Calendar for January 3, 2020
The Second Sunday after Christmas Day
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am

Virtual Coffee Hour
Rite II Spiritual Communion online
Sunday School online

Trinity Prayer List
Please remember in your daily prayers the following people
who are sick or recuperating:
New names this week are listed in bold.

Adam; Caroline; Connie; Craig; Dan; Davis; Debbie;
Deborah; Debra; Frank; Janet; Jon; Kathleen; Laura;
Marci; Mario; Mike; Nancy; Paula; Rachel; Raymond;
Rich; Richard; Robert; Rusty; Sharon; Tom; Vaughan;
Wendy; Wesley; Anne R. Adams (Jeff’s mom); Susan
Anderson; Chuck B.; Anne Barge; Maria Barnhart;
Michael Barrett; Sharon D.; Alda Dell; Neil Edwards;
Bill Farr; Allan Feliciano; Pearle Galatas; Rose Gallup;
Dorothy Gassel; Alice Glover; Tony Griswold; Barbara
Harkins; Bunny Harris; Emily Hinkley; Dora & Leonard
Holman; Stephen Holman; Jean Hunt; Delane Lambert;
Gene & Karen Maxey; Jack McGraw; William
McSpadden; Godwin Nosa; Arthur Old; Winifred Relyea;
Tina Revis; Jean Shiffert and family; Marianne Simpson;
Anne Smith; Jason & Natasha Smith and their family;
Dan Tallett; John Thompson; May Jane Tillman; Sheila
Vickers-Smith; Carlin, Teara & Caia Venaglia; Kelly
Weber; Jean Wilbur; Alva Windham & family.
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for Christians in
other denominations and the work of the ecumenical
movement; His Holiness Pope Francis, Bishop of Rome;
His All Holiness Archbishop Bartholomew of
Constantinople, New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch;
The General Secretary of the World of Council of
Churches; Bishop Ivan M. Abrahams, General Secretary
World Methodist Council; and The Reverend Chris
Ferguson, General Secretary of the World Communion
of Reformed Churches and in the Diocesan Cycle of
Prayer we pray for the Lutheran, Anglican, Roman
Catholic and United Methodist dioceses, synods and
conferences and The Alexandria Region churches:
Christ; Church of St. Clement; Church of the
Resurrection; Emmanuel; Grace, Immanuel Church on
the Hill; Meade Memorial, St. Paul’s.
Please let Denise, the Office Manager, know if you or a loved one
need to be added to the prayer list and also call when that person
has recovered so she can remove them from the list. You can
email her at dsymonds@trinity-fredericksburg.org or call (540)
373-2996.

FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA

Good News by Mary Zahl
Used with permission from the
Bible Reading Fellowship
P.O. Box 380 Winter Park, FL 32790

Devotional readings for each day
Parish birthdays; anniversaries; calendar; and prayer list

Sunday, December 27, 2020

____________

Hebrews 2:10-18 Therefore he had to be made like his
brethren every respect, so that he might become a merciful and
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make expiation for
the sins of the people. (v.17 RSV)
The writer of Hebrews is at pains to say that Jesus was
not an angel or a purely divine being, but was fully human, as
we are. In this, he is drawing attention to the fact that Jesus
was tempted and suffered as we do (v.18) yet remained without
sin. Surely, this is a most important portion of Scripture, for it
seems to establish the validity of Jesus “one, perfect, sufficient
sacrifice” for us on the cross. But it is also a deep word of
comfort to those who are tempted or suffering. Because he has
been where we are, he is full of compassion for us in the midst
of our temptation and suffering. This is the heart of the
empathy we all crave as we go through the valleys of life,
whether of our own making, or from circumstances beyond our
control. We have a friend in Jesus who has been there first and
understands. Lord Jesus, thank you for your understanding and
compassion in the midst of my suffering.
Isaiah 62:6-7, 10-12; Psalms 93, 96; Matthew 1:18-25
Today’s Birthdays
Kaden Greene
Today’s Anniversaries
David & Julie Washington

Calendar for Sunday, December 27, 2020
The First Sunday after Christmas
8:00 am Diocesan-wide Christmas Festival of
Lessons & Music
https://business.facebook.com/177138224572/
posts/10160435233169573/

9:30 am

Virtual Coffee Hour

Monday, December 28, 2020 __

______
_
Psalm 124 Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made
heaven and earth. (v.8)
The passages today talk about some very troubling
times, especially the slaughter of the innocent children by
Herod in retaliation for his being tricked by the wise men.
What Herod did not know was that God had appeared in a
dream to Joseph, telling him to escape with his young family
to Egypt. God himself was Joseph’s helper. Where is our
comfort in times of extreme distress? Where do we turn in
the terrifying face of innocent suffering? We are told to turn
to the Lord, for He is the source of our help. I have a
spiritual director whose response to any personal dilemma I
describe is, “Have you talked to the Lord about this?” Such
an obvious and important question, yet I am often humbled
to admit that I haven’t. I may have talked to my husband or a
friend, but failed to address my concern directly to the Lord.
Lord, thank You that you want to help me. Remind me to
talk to you today.
Jeremiah 31:15-17; Revelation 21:1-7;
Matthew 2:13-18
Today’s Birthdays
Susie Adkins, Paige Kerby, Kathy Rundman

Today’s Calendar

Tuesday, December 29, 2020 __

_

Revelation 1:1-18 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the
Almighty. (v.8)
All my life I have heard that Jesus is the Alpha and
the Omega, the beginning and the end of all history. But
what does this mean for me today? While I certainly believe
it is true, is there any comfort to be gained today from this
grand and lofty statement? We knew a clergyman who was
fond of saying, “Ah, but the Lord will have the last word.”
He helped me to see that this truth can be comforting in the
loose ends of life, the questions which will probably remain
unanswered this side of heaven: Why did she have to die so
young? Why did one crucial mistake in his life cause years
of suffering? Why were they unable to have children? Why
is there so much sin in the church? Lord, thank You that you
have understanding beyond my imagining, and You have

limitless compassion, and that You will indeed have the last
word.
Isaiah 12:1-6; Psalm 18:1-20; John 7:37-52
Today’s Birthdays
Carolyn Haase
12 Noon

Today’s Calendar
Knaughty Knitters Online

Wednesday, December 30, 2020_______________

John 7:53—8:11 And as they continued to ask him, he stood
up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you
be the first to throw a stone at her.” And once more he bent
down… (vv.7-8a)
They say that at least 80% of communication is nonverbal; that is, our “body language” often speaks louder than
our words. Have you ever noticed what Jesus’ body language
says in this famous encounter with the “woman caught in
adultery”? I was familiar with Jesus’ writing in the sand
while the scribes and Pharisees try to trap him at the expense
of this poor woman, but I had never noticed that he stands up
to deliver—with full-on eye contact, and the impact of his
erect posture—his famous words to the assembled accusers.
He then stoops again to give them the freedom to slink away
in acknowledgment of their guilt. Yet he stands again to talk
to the woman, evincing one-to-one compassion as he says,
“Has no one condemned you? Neither do I.” Thank you,
Lord Jesus, that you did not fear your accusers, and that you
stood tall on behalf of this woman and on behalf of us.
Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalms 20, 21; Revelation 1:9-20
Today’s Calendar
Rite II Morning Prayer with Bambi

Thursday, December 31, 2020 _____________

2 Corinthians 5:16—6:2 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he
is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new
has come. (v.17)
Here we are in the realm of the impossible. That is,
the impossible from a human point of view, as Paul says in
the previous verse. From God’s point of view, however,
everything in our past is forgiven, even deleted from his
memory, because of what Christ has done on our behalf.
Everyone gets a new start in Christ. Nothing is impossible.
This is the heart of the gospel, the Good News. What does

this mean for me, who is fully conscious of “things done and
left undone”? For me, who would love a chance to start over
in some parts of my life? The answer is something like this:
In those fleeting moments when I realize that the only thing
that matters is how God sees me, I have a glimpse of that
new creation. Thank you, Lord, that Your Son died to set me
free from the past in order to become the new creation You
had in mind all along.
Isaiah 26:1-9; Psalms 46, 48; John 8:12-19
Today’s Birthdays
Nancy Byrum, Allen Carniol, Jackie Rorrer
Today’s Calendar
New Year’s Eve

Friday, January 1, 2020

______________

Psalm 103 For he knows our frame; he remembers we are
but dust. (v.14)
This psalm is one of the greats. I want it to be read at
my funeral. Why? Because it outlines the gospel and
describes the true nature of God: He is always merciful and
gracious, He removes my transgressions as far as the east is
from the west, and His expectations for me are realistic. He
remembers I am but dust. If only I could remember that “I
am but dust.” My expectations for myself, especially myself
as a Christian are very high. While that is not a bad thing, I
need a solution when I fail to reach my own expectations, let
alone God’s. The solution? I can count on His mercy, His
grace, and His forgiveness. No fingers crossed, no double
message. Thank You, Lord, that you are always merciful and
gracious, even as I fall short of my goals for myself and Your
desires for me.
Genesis 17:1-12a, 15-16; Colossians 2:6-12; John 16:23b-30
Today’s Birthdays
Tinker Brace, Kuot Kuot, Terrill Samimy
Today’s Calendar
New Year’s Day

Saturday, January 2, 2020

_

Hebrew 11:1-12 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped
for, the conviction of things not seen. (v.1)
This chapter is the classic description of what faith
looked like in the heroes of the Old Testament. One after
another, from Abel to Abraham to Sarah to Joseph to Moses

