Saturday, November 21, 2020

_

Psalm 108 I will praise you, Lord, among the nations; I will sing
of you among the peoples. (v.3)
I can almost envision the liturgy of praise as the leader
reads to the people of Israel and as the people respond in verse,
recounting the testimony of God’s protection over them time and
time again. He was their only defense as they faced countless
numbers of enemies; enemies from both without and within. In the
psalms they were reminded over and again that Israel had no one to
lean on “but” the Lord God. They perceived the earth to be fully
under God’s control. If they were willing to trust Him, all would be
well within the land. I often rest in that very thought. Threats of
wars may rumble the earth, but the living God knows every plan of
the deceitful heart. The psalms assure us that no matter what we
think or feel right now, no matter if we are in sorrow, despair, fear
or even in joy and confidence, all is well because our God reigns.
Let the psalms draw us to Him. Recite these verses to yourself.
They will bring comfort and assurance to your heart.
Malachi 3:13—4:6; Psalm 107:33-43; James 5:13-20;
Luke 18:9-14
Today’s Birthdays
Emily Cedarleaf, Alice Glover

Today’s Calendar
11:00 am GEMS “Toys for Tots” Ingathering
(College Avenue parking lot)

Calendar for November 22, 2020
The Last Sunday after Pentecost:
Christ the King
Rite II Spiritual Communion
Subscribe to our YouTube channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL2SQhSlT4rhMPQuuy8Dvw
9:30 am Virtual Coffee Hour on Zoom
10:30 am Sunday School online
2:00 pm Youth Group online

Trinity Prayer List
Please remember in your daily prayers the following people
who are sick or recuperating:
New names this week are listed in bold.

Adam; Caroline; Connie; Craig; Dan; Davis; Debbie;
Deborah; Debra; Frank; Janet; Jon; Kathleen; Laura;
Marci; Mario; Mike; Nancy; Paula; Rachel;
Raymond; Rich; Richard; Robert; Rusty; Sharon;
Tom; Vaughan; Wendy; Wesley; Anne R. Adams
(Jeff’s mom); Susan Anderson; Chuck B.; Anne
Barge; Maria Barnhart; Michael Barrett; Sharon D.;
Neil Edwards; Bill Farr; Allan Feliciano; Pearle
Galatas; Rose Gallup; Dorothy Gassel; Alice Glover;
Tony Griswold; Barbara Harkins; Bunny Harris;
Emily Hinkley; Dora & Leonard Holman; Stephen
Holman; Jean Hunt; Delane Lambert; Gene & Karen
Maxey; Jack McGraw; William McSpadden;
Winifred Relyea; Tina Revis; Jean Shiffert and
family; Marianne Simpson; Anne Smith; Jason &
Natasha Smith and their family; John & Sarah Swart;
Dan Tallett; John Thompson; May Jane Tillman;
Sheila Vickers-Smith; Carlin, Teara & Caia
Venaglia; Kelly Weber; Alva Windham & family.
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the
Church of Ceylon (Extra-Provincial to the
Archbishop of Canterbury) and in the Diocesan
Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Lutheran, Anglican,
Roman Catholic and United Methodist dioceses,
synods and conferences, and for the Clergy and Lay
Delegates and Alternates to Annual Convention
and members of all Diocesan Committees.
Please let Denise, the Office Manager, know if you or a loved one
need to be added to the prayer list and also call when that person
has recovered so she can remove them from the list. You can
email her at dsymonds@trinity-fredericksburg.org or call (540)
373-2996.

FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA

Good News by Robin Jagoe
Used with permission from the
Bible Reading Fellowship
P.O. Box 380 Winter Park, FL 32790

Devotional readings for each day
Parish birthdays; anniversaries; calendar; and prayer list

Sunday, November 15, 2020

____________

Philippians 3:13—4:1 I press on toward the goal to win the
prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
(v.14 NIV)
The apostle Paul says the Christian faith is like a race.
In life we run toward the finish line, a place where all of God’s
desired goals for us are accomplished, a place where we can
rest with Jesus at the right hand of God for eternity. Christ
“takes hold of us” through the gift of salvation and snatches us
from living a life without him. He sets us on the runner’s path
and equips us with what we need to finish the race. Paul tells
us we must be active in “taking hold” as we press on in our
relationship with Christ. As for myself, I can easily recognize
that I run off course at times. My feet start to stumble when I
look back or if I am distracted by something interesting at the
sidelines. I run best when I keep my eyes looking ahead. How
are you doing in your race? If you are discouraged, if you are
stumbling, then take hold again! Keep the pace. Set your eyes
on the finish line. Christ thought we were worth it when he
“took hold of us” and brought us back to him. As for the prize
at the end, it will be far more wonderful than we can ever
imagine.
Habakkuk 1:1—2:1; Psalms 66, 67; Matthew 23:13-24
Today’s Birthdays
Robin Sutton

Calendar for Sunday, November 15, 2020
The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Diocesan-Wide Online Service premiering at 8:00 am
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
EpiscopalDioceseofVirginia/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/TheDiocese
9:30 am Virtual Coffee Hour on Zoom
10:30 am Sunday School online
2:00 pm Club 45 online

Monday, November 16, 2020 __

______
_
James 2:14-26 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to
have faith but has no deeds. (v.14)
I remember feeling a nudge to take a small bouquet of
store-bought flowers to an elderly woman in my neighborhood.
Little did I know this woman was lonely. Little did I know she
was discouraged in her faith, waiting for someone to invite her
back to church. She had not been to church for over twenty
years. The cost of my visit was $5.99. The effect of my visit,
immeasurable. She returned to church and became active again.
Certainly, it is our faith in Jesus that saves us; however, good
works come naturally out of a true faith. When we look upon
the life of Jesus, we see the ultimate example of one whose
faith was expressed through his actions for others. When we
offer ourselves to do the right deeds for the right reasons, God
blesses them. Even our seemingly small actions can be used to
sow seeds for those hungry in faith and God takes note of them
all. No matter how big or small, all our deeds will be
remembered in eternity.
Habakkuk 2:1-4, 9-20; Psalm 89:1-18; Luke 16:19-31
Today’s Birthdays
Carter Fitch, Jenny Grant, Beverly King

Today’s Calendar

Tuesday, November 17, 2020 __

_

James 3:1-12 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing.
My brothers and sisters, this should not be. Can both fresh
water and salt water flow from the same spring? (vv.10-11)
The book of James is one of the more instructive
writings of the New Testament. Here, he speaks about the
“tongue” and how much weight it carries in our life. It is fitting
for James to use the analogy of water coming from the spring
since Palestine is a place where both sweet and salty springs are
found. Remember the bitter waters of Marah? The power of the
tongue can produce both death and life. A few thoughtful words
are enough to bring healing and encouragement to the deepest
of wounds. Yet a few thoughtless words can be irritating like
salt, bringing suffering and bitterness for a lifetime. Consider
how easily children can be crushed by harsh words hurled at
them by their parents. Reflect back on the many times
insensitive words have been like fiery darts that pierced your
own soul. With our tongues we have the power to bless or to
curse. I am encouraged to choose wisely the words that I speak.
God has wise counsel for us to honor everyone as His creation
just as He honors us. God loves us all...these are good, sweet,

and refreshing to words to pass on.
Habakkuk 3:1-18; Psalms 97, 99, 100; Luke 17:1-10
Today’s Calendar
10:30 am
Book Group (Tuesday AM) online
12 Noon
Knaughty Knitters Online
5:00 pm
Campus Ministry online

Wednesday, November 18, 2020________________

Luke 17:11-19 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came
back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’
feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. (v.15)
Jesus noticed the humility of this Samaritan man. We
should take notice of him too. All ten lepers encountered the
Christ from a distance, received the same healing and the same
grace. The others were healed but this man alone received the
spiritual blessing. Certainly, this man, crying and shouting out
his thanks, crumpled himself at the feet of Jesus, turned heads
and drew quite an attention in that day. But the man did not
care, for there was no doubt this Samaritan outcast knew whose
presence he was in that day. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, saw
the man’s heart and sent him away whole. Charles Spurgeon
writes this, “You must grow downwards, that you may grow
upwards; for the sweetest fellowship in heaven is to be had by
humble souls, and by them alone.” Humility prepares our hearts
before God and makes us ready to be blessed and to be used by
Him. I would love to see what happened to that Samaritan man
down the road, certainly his life was changed.
Malachi 1:1, 6-14; Psalms 101, 109; James 3:13—4:12
Today’s Birthdays
Caleb Nichols

Today’s Calendar
Rite II Morning Prayer with Bambi

4:00 pm

Blessings in a Backpack

Thursday, November 19, 2020 _____________

Luke 17:20-37 “For the Son of Man in his day will be like the
lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to
the other.” (v.24)
On the weekend my husband works as a Chaplain in
the local trauma center. Frequently critical patients come in and
have a pressing, urgent need for someone with whom to talk to
and in whom to confide. They often share their regrets and their
fears but are mostly looking for comfort and hope. Why the

urgency? In a flash the unexpected happens. Suddenly only one
thing matters. Are we ready for eternity? Jesus has told us that
he is coming back. These words to us are straightforward. They
are both a reminder and a warning from the loving, just heart of
Christ. Let us understand the urgency and stay prepared. Our
Heavenly Father does love us so. Jesus has prepared a place for
us in his Father’s house for all eternity (John 14:2). I can only
imagine how much he wants to give us our due reward
someday. May we be so prepared that he is pleasantly surprised
to see us ready when he comes. “Rejoice in that day and leap for
joy, because great is your reward in heaven” (Luke 6:23).
Malachi 2:1-16; Psalm 105:1-22; James 4:13—5:6

Today’s Birthdays
Jean Hunt, Mari Ryniewicz
Today’s Anniversaries
Wade & Kelly Caple
AM
10:00 am

Today’s Calendar
Blessings in a Backpack delivery
Task Force to Plan to “Dismantle
Racism” online

Friday, November 20, 2020

______________

Luke 18:1-8 “Yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will
see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually wear me
out with her coming!” (v.5)
Jesus himself tells and interprets this parable. The two
characters in this parable are important. One is a persevering
widow who has a great need for justice to be carried out. The
other is an unjust judge who is indifferent to her needs. I don’t
know about you, but I have an image of this stubborn old
widow. There is determination written on her face. Her fist is
balled, she is worn and tired, but she walks right up to this
judge’s door. She has been there before, and she is not giving
up! She prevails. This is a parable of contrast. Unlike the
woman who had to gird up her heart and determination to face
an indifferent judge and force him to give her justice, we have a
Father who beckons us with open arms. He knows all our needs
before we even call. He is ready to pour out his blessings on all
who seek Him in earnest. Jesus said, “Ask and it will be given to
you; seek and you shall find; knock and the door will be opened
to you” (Luke 11:9). God is waiting for us to come.
Malachi 3:1-12; Psalm 102; James 5:7-12

Today’s Calendar
8:30 am Micah Breakfast Delivery

