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     It’s a good thing to remember 

that the Episcopal Church USA is 

a member of an even larger body, 

the worldwide Anglican 

Communion of Churches. You 

will find Anglican churches on 

every continent with a total 

membership of over 80 million 

souls. A worldwide communion 

of churches is a blessing, in part, 

because of the incredible diversity 

of nations, races, and cultures represented therein. That’s what I 

want to highlight this month in my message here. The Episcopal 

Church has a book, a companion to our prayer book, that’s 

called “Lesser Feasts and Fasts.” Within it’s pages are 

highlighted saints and faithful people covering two thousand 

years of Christian history and representing part of that wide 

diversity of nations and races I mentioned above. I want to 

mention just a few. 

     On January 24th in our church calendar we remember the 

ministry of Florence Li Tim-Oi. She was born in Hong Kong in 

1907 and upon her baptism as a young student, she took the 

name Florence in honor of Florence Nightingale. In May 1941 in 

the early days of World War II, she was made a deacon in the 

Anglican Church of Hong Kong and her excellent ministry came 

to the attention of the Bishop of that diocese. He decided, long 

before it was canonically legal to do so, that her ministry would 

best be continued if she had the title of ‘priest’. And so Florence 

was ordained a priest on January 25th, 1944. With this honor, she 

became the first woman ordained a priest in the entire Anglican 

Communion. In her later years, Florence Li Tim-Oi moved to 

Canada and was licensed as a priest in the Diocese of Montreal. 

Hers is truly a remarkable story! 

     February 13th (coming up this month) is the day on our 

calendar when we remember the Reverend Absalom Jones. He 

was the first African-American to be ordained a priest in the 
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American Episcopal Church. Born into slavery in Delaware in 

1746, Jones and his family eventually were able to save enough 

money to purchase their freedom and move to Philadelphia. 

There, after several years of education and pastoral training, 

Bishop William White ordained Absalom Jones a deacon in 

1795, and a priest in 1802. Jones was a tremendous preacher. He 

denounced slavery, and warned the oppressors to “clean their 

hands of slaves.” His parish, St. Thomas Church, grew to 500 

members during it’s first year. Absalom Jones died on February 

13, 1818. 

     Finally, I want to mention a great woman of faith also 

remembered in our ‘Lesser Feasts and Fasts’, her name is Kateri 

Tekakwitha. She was born in a Mohawk village in upstate New 

York around 1656. A smallpox epidemic claimed the lives of her 

parents when she was very young, and left her face scarred and 

impaired her vision. Moved by the preaching of Jesuit 

missionaries, she became a Christian and was baptized on 

Easter Sunday, 1676. She took the name ‘Kateri’, in honor of 

Catherine of Siena. She devoted the rest of her life to 

contemplative prayer and service to others. At age 24 she died 

following a serious illness. Her last words were, “Jesus, I love 

you.” It was reported that after her death her body softened, and 

her face took on the appearance of a child, including a smile. 

Pilgrimages were made to her grave as early a 1684. Kateri is 

known as the ‘Lily of the Mohawks’, and was the first 

indigenous/Native American to become a saint in the Roman 

Catholic Church. She is considered a patron saint of ecology and 

the environment. Her day of remembrance in our Lesser Feasts 

and Fasts is April 17th. 

     Just in those three examples we can see the great faith, love, 

compassion and diversity that God has blessed us with in His 

Church. May we follow their examples, and the examples of all 

the faithful throughout history to help bind up and heal this 

broken world.  

 

Faithfully,    Father Ron 
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The Desert Fathers practiced much silence and 

solitude.  In those prayerful times they became more 

aware of the strength of the Lord than of their own 

weaknesses.  From that strength, when they were needed, 

they never hesitated to move in helping and serving 

others, to generously pour out love and 

compassion.  Their time with the Lord had convinced 

them that it was not in their own strength that they gave 

and served, but it was in the strength of the Lord. 

 

We, too, need never fear to reach out and love, for our 

Lord with the full power of his love is with us.

 

 

The Way of the Heart 

By Deacon Judy Cole 
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 Charlotte Elliott was a Victorian hymn writer from England.  Her 
grandfather was a famous evangelical preacher, and her family  
belonged to the evangelical wing of the Anglican Church. She wrote 
humorous poetry as a youth.  At the age of 32, she suffered from a 
serious illness that left her disabled for the rest of her life. Her lifelong 
spiritual mentor, a Swiss minister and hymnologist, counseled her to 
replace her rage and inner conflict with peace and simple faith in God.  
She turned her literary talents to writing hymns.  Charlotte’s brother (a 
clergyman) designed a school to give daughters of clergymen a “high 
education at nominal cost”. As the plans for the school materialized, 
everyone around Charlotte worked and prepared to raise funds.  A 
bazaar was planned, but Charlotte had to just lie on her ‘invalid couch’ 
and watch the preparations.  After a sleepless night, Charlotte decided 
she must use her faith to conquer her emotions.  She penned the words 
to “Just as I Am” as a formula of her faith and published it within a 
matter of years in The Invalid’s Hymn Book.  Her life was a testimony to 
patient endurance through physical, mental, and emotional suffering. 
Though often depressed by her condition, Charlotte always felt 
renewed by the assurance of salvation and responded by writing hymns 
with her “strong imagination and a well cultured and intellectual mind”.  
(Julian, A Dictionary of Hymnology, 1892).   

This inspirational hymn has been used by Rev Billy Graham, Dwight 
Moody, and many other evangelists.  It continues to inspire many 
Christians to let God use them “just as they are”.  As we approach 
another holy Lenten season, keep in mind the words of this hymn.  

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
           By: LeighAnn Johnston 

 

https://archive.org/details/invalidshymnboo00invagoog
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Just As I Am 

Just as I am – without one plea, 

But that Thy blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 

– O Lamb of God, I come! 

Just as I am – and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 

To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

– O Lamb of God, I come! 

Just as I am – though toss’d about 

With many a conflict, many a doubt, 

Fightings and fears within, without, 

– O Lamb of God, I come! 

Just as I am – poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 

– O Lamb of God, I come! 

Just as I am – Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

– O Lamb of God, I come! 

Just as I am – Thy love unknown 

Has broken every barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

– O Lamb of God, I come! 

Just as I am – of that free love 

The breadth, length, depth, and height to prove, 

Here for a season, then above, 

– O Lamb of God, I come! 
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Celebrating Real Love on 

Valentine’s Day 

By Kristyn Komarnicki 

How about we celebrate Valentine’s 

Day this year, not with red hearts and 

rhyming sentiments and roses but with 

spiritual hearts committed to 

discovering what real love looks like, love that is founded on and 

nurtured by an understanding of God’s design for relationships? 

What is love? 
My dad asked me that question 50 years ago over a cherry Coke during a 

daddy-daughter date. I had no idea how to answer him then—I was 7! I 

have a somewhat better idea today. 

“Love means never having to say you’re sorry.” The 1970 Hollywood 

film Love Story made this line famous. It used to really bother me, but 

now I agree with it. Love doesn’t require us to say we’re sorry; instead, 

it requires us to ask forgiveness…over and over and over again. This is 

incredibly hard. When I first started this practice, farther into my 

marriage than I would like to admit, I sometimes felt as if I would die 

before I got those words out. I soon discovered that something was 

indeed dying—my pride—and that the more I practiced, the less pride 

there was that needed to die off. Asking for forgiveness is essentially 

admitting that the other person has the power to offer or withhold 

something we desperately need, so it’s understandably challenging. But 

the longer I practice it, the more realistic my view of myself has become, 

and I trust (even if I don’t look forward to it) that the exercise of offering 

humility and receiving grace will continue to strengthen my relationship 

with my husband. 

Love doesn’t require us to say we’re sorry; instead, it requires 

us to ask forgiveness…over and over and over again. 
Love also requires that we tell the ones we love the truth about how they 

have wronged us, and to make it possible for them to ask forgiveness of 

us. For some of us, sharing this kind of pain with a significant other can 

feel just as hard as asking for forgiveness, because this vulnerability is 

essentially admitting that the other person has the power to hurt us (duh, 

but still!). Who likes to feel all this vulnerability? Nobody I know—and 

Christian 

Formation News 
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yet, it’s the road to intimacy, and if that’s what we’re after, it’s the road 

we’ll have to take. 

When we hold our love lives up to the life of Jesus, we will expose the 

lies that lurk beneath our Valentiney professions. Jesus is all about 

serving others and submitting his will to God’s; he embodies both 

hospitality and holiness, grace and truth. In contrast, Valentine’s Day 

and the industries it partners encourage us to focus on how others make 

us feel. It never mentions the hardships we endure, the ugliness we inflict 

on each other (and that life inflicts on us all), the adjustments we make 

for our partners, the harsh words that we never forget and always 

regret—or the seasoned joy that results from surviving these things. 

 

Faithful, lifelong love is hard work and cannot be accomplished by “just 

the two of us.” Community—authentic, gritty, truth-telling and grace-

giving community—is the soil in which lifelong commitments can grow. 

Even with the best friends, counseling, and faith foundation, marriages 

are opposed. Let’s stop pretending that it’s just a question of finding our 

soul mate and sailing into the sunset (a lie that many of us find alluring, 

in spite of what we know to be true). Why do so many movies end at the 

very point in the story when they should begin, when the couple make 

outrageous covenant promises to each other at the altar? The 

entertainment industry offers us a few exceptions (I submit This Is Us 

and Madame Secretary as two of those recent exceptions), but I guess 

that most TV and film execs don’t find much entertainment value in 

depicting the hard work it takes to make a marriage thrive. 

What are we missing? 
Perhaps the biggest flaw in Valentine’s Day is that it ignores a large 

segment of our society that we should be embracing—the uncoupled. In 

the last few weeks, I’ve heard two gay friends in different states lament 

that the church does not welcome them, let alone see them (beyond their 

service to the nursery)! Couples and families are “too busy” to have 

single people over for a meal, let alone call them family. Yet as soon as a 

person marries and has children they are often welcomed into the 

marrieds’ social club and the children’s play-date circuit. This is 

excruciating for single people, and it leaves the whole Body of Christ 

bereft. 

As another friend, a married father of four, shared passionately at a 

recent event, “We need to treat the family of God as more important than 

our families in the flesh. Jesus said that anyone who leaves their family 

behind will find houses and brothers and sisters and mothers. This is a 

promise that Jesus made, and it’s one that our unmarried sisters and 

brothers, many of whom are LGBTQ, particularly need to claim, and our 

churches are making Jesus a liar. The family bonds that Jesus promises 
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are so much more than seeing each other for a couple of hours on 

Sunday. Everyone needs to have their lives entwined on a daily basis 

with people they love. It’s the first negative statement in the Bible—’It’s 

not good for a person to be alone’—and that statement of need actually 

predates the first sin. We need to look at the single people among us and 

remember that Jesus promised them that we would be family to them.” 

The family bonds that Jesus promises are so much more 

than seeing each other for a couple of hours on Sunday. 

Everyone needs to have their lives entwined on a daily  

basis with people they love. 
This Valentine’s Day, let’s celebrate the kind of open-hearted, joy-

infused, self-donating love that Christ models for us. Let’s dare to build 

true intimacy with our loved ones, offering vulnerability, grace, truth and 

respect to each other. Sit with your significant other and exchange both 

words of affirmation and requests for something that’s missing; ask them 

to help you see your blind spots, and speak gently and graciously to 

theirs. Let’s think outside the box about what family looks like through 

the eyes of God. Invite a single person to dinner tonight, or this 

weekend—and spoil them! Ask them about their lives, and look for ways 

to entwine them with yours. Real love beats a box of chocolate and roses 

any day. 

 

As we continue through the second half of 

our program year, we still need volunteers 

for the PreK-5th Grades and Youth Groups.  

These groups are vital to the continued 

growth of our church.  On almost a weekly 

basis, I have visitors who reach out to inquire 

about what we have to offer this age group. 

Please help us welcome those who are looking for a new church home by 

sharing some of your time for these programs.  

 

 

Thank you to everyone who helps with all of our activities! You are 

greatly appreciated and a blessing! 

 

Kina Cartee 
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Kina Cartee 

Director of Christian Formation & Newcomer Ministry  
  

Vision of St. Peter by-the-Lake 

In response to our Lord Jesus Christ’s missional imperative 

to baptize and teach all nations….and to love God and our 

neighbors as ourselves:  We the clergy, vestry, and people of 

the Episcopal Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake commit 

ourselves to: 

*Walk in the Way (Spiritual growth through worship, 

formation, repentance & prayer) 

*Widen the Walls (Proclaiming the Good News by Word & 

Example) 

*Wake up the World (Striving for Justice & Peace. Respecting 

the dignity of every person) 

 

Mission of St. Peter by-the-Lake 

In response to our parish vision: The mission of The Episcopal 

Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake is to: *Be Disciples: Engage 

the World* 

 

NOTE FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR:  Please be sure to schedule all 
reservations of the church facilities through the Parish Administrator so your 

events can be placed on the Church’s main calendar.      Thank you! 
 

Check out our website! 

Our web address is: www.saintpeterbythelake.net 

 
 

 

 
 

10AM on Wednesdays in the 
Parlor. We hope you will join in to pray 

together this "Prayer of the Heart". 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

ST. PETER  

BY-THE-LAKE 

 

8:30AM  Holy Eucharist  
9:30AM   Christian Formation 

10:30AM   Holy Eucharist 

http://www.saintpeterbythelake.net/
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THE STEWARDSHIP CORNER  
 
     February is here and the End-of-Life Planning Seminar that the 
stewardship team is holding is coming soon. Do you have all your 
affairs in order? If you do, when was the last time you updated 
them?  Both are important questions to ask yourself! There are many 
pieces to have in place, more than just a will. Do you know what else 
you need to have for a well put together estate plan? I used to think 
that a will was all you needed. As I got married and started a family, I 
soon realized there was much more to an estate plan then just a will. 
Things in your life also change to warrant updating your plan every few 
years. I would like to share a couple of personal stories that illustrate 
two other pieces to consider adding to your estate plan. 
 

     My uncle Cliff is the youngest of 4 and never married. He worked 
hard in the tree and plant nursery industry in Illinois and played hard 
taking a month vacation in the Caribbean every winter for as long as I 
can remember. He was very meticulous with his spending and 
planning of his finances. I always remembered that he appointed my 
father to be the executor of his will. He always seemed to be on top of 
things. Fast forward 25 years….still living by himself in Illinois far away 
from any family, working and vacationing as he always did. One 
morning in June my mom received a call from the police to have 
permission to break into uncle Cliff’s condominium because he had not 
shown up for work on Monday morning. Mom had last talked to him on 
Friday afternoon. The police broke his front door down and found him 
on the floor in his bedroom unconscious. He had had a stroke and 
could have been there for a few more days if it weren't for his 
concerned coworker. Turns out my meticulous uncle had never 
updated his will and had never appointed anyone to be his healthcare 
power of attorney. My dad whom he had appointed to be the executor 
of his will had been deceased for 20 years! He was a ward of the state 
after his stroke because he had not appointed a healthcare power of 
attorney and was no longer able to take care or speak for himself. Lets 
just say it was a mess and it took a lot of time and money in the courts 
to be able to appoint my aunt his guardian. Having documentation that 
specifies who you have appointed to speak for you and what your 
wishes are if and when something happens to you is a very important 
piece to have in your estate plan. This experience was a wake up call 
and a reminder for my family to have everything in order and updated 
often.  

 
 

continued on next page 
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THE STEWARDSHIP CORNER …continued 

 

 
     A dear friend of mine shared her story with me of how a well 

planned funeral can make a very difficult time much easier on the 
family left behind. Her mother had a horrendous accident that resulted 
in her passing quickly. She fortunately was a highly organized woman 
that always paid attention to every detail. She had the church and 
reception venue chosen, every song, scripture and person to speak at 
her service picked out, even the pictures and mementos she wanted 
to be displayed at the reception. All the family had to do was basically 
show up. Wow, what a gift that was to all of them! It was told to me that 
she loved to surprise people with gifts and gestures and what a 
wonderful last gift she planned and had waiting in an ordinary box in 
her house for her children. They just had to look in the box and follow 
her instructions with no decisions for them to make. It was the least 
stressful thing of losing a loved one for her family to endure. If a funeral 
or memorial is something that you would like to have held in your 
honor, why not leave your own gift to your family. 
 

     These are only 2 of the many pieces that should be thought about 
and included in a well planned out estate package. It’s a lot to think 
about and getting some guidance is worth your time and money. If you 
need help or have questions that you wish you knew who to ask, think 
about attending this seminar on February 22, 2022. We hope to see 
you there.   
 
Blessings,  
 
Pamela Weed 
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Vestry Minutes  December 13, 2021 
 

Vestry Members Present:  Jim Bowden, Sherree Brady, Jim Heil, Daniel 
Malyevac, Scott Major, Deania Russo, Michelle Stewart 
Clergy Present: Father Ron Taylor, Deacon Judy Cole, Cathy Wesson 
(Intern) 
Other Members Present: Daphne Wagner, Gary Johnston, Dale 
Readling, Celine DeLuca, Michele Moss 
Opening Prayer: (Deacon Judy) 
 
Discussion/Decision:    
Minutes:  November minutes were approved with minor changes. 
November Financials: (Jim Bowden & Gary Johnston)  

 Total income is $39,569 and total budget for November is  
$31,947. The good news is, we are within $3800 of our 
budgeted income year to date  

 Pledged receipts for November is $37,434 and the budget for 
pledged receipts is $28,347, so we are doing very well there 
too! 

 Office and Building & Grounds Expenses appear high. It is 
known some expenses have been misapplied to the incorrect 
subaccount. The parish accountant will be looking to correct.  

 Kitchen and Building Solar Funds – It was determined amounts 
were entered under general building funds and have now been 
corrected. The Kitchen fund now reflects the proper amount of 
$49,818 and Building Solar fund now reflects $24,500. 

 Financials were accepted by vestry. 
2022 Budget/ Stewardship Update: (Jim Heil): 

 Jim presented a final draft of the 2022 budget. We are looking 
at a 2022 budget of $392,322.60, which is a 2.3% increase from 
last year. Based on 103 pledges accounted for, includes 20 new 
pledges over last year. Pledge Income - Final Vestry Review, 
proposed a conservative view of expected income of $344,829. 
This includes 103 actual pledges, 10 expected pledges from 
previous review.   

 Rector Housing Allowance of $30, 041.01 was separately 
motioned, approved, and seconded by vestry members. 

 2022 Budget of $392,322.60 was put forward for approval, it 
was approved and seconded by vestry members. 
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Junior Warden: (Updates from Scott Major, Daniel Malyevac, and Jim 
Bowden)  

 No new updates on Kitchen at this time.   

 Some lights in the Nave are now working. Still believe is a wiring 
issue. Awaiting update from electrician that came out in 
November. 

 Cobwebs and dust have been cleaned. Thank you Beckye Smith, 
Zoe Jarman, and Scott Major. 

2022 Election of Wardens: (Father Ron) 

 Nominations for Warden positions for 2022, approved 

 Jr Warden – Deania Russo 

 Sr Warden – Beckye Smith 
 
2022 Vestry Retreat  

 Discussed possibility of Jan 14 and 15. Will confirm availability 
of most vestry members and lodging at Valle Crusis Conference 
Center.  Confirmation to follow. 

 
Upcoming Events/Schedules: (Father Ron) 

 Holy Eucharist with Christmas Pageant Friday 12/24 at 4 pm. 

 Holy Eucharist/Candlelight service Friday 12/24 at 11 pm 

 Holy Eucharist Sunday December 26th at 10:30  - NO 8:30 am 
service 

Other items: (Father Ron)   

 Reminder: Alter Flowers – Use Sign Up Genie. If you are unable 
to access, please call the Parrish office and they will gladly sign 
up for you.  

Deacon Report: (Deacon Judy Cole) 

 No updates 
Closing Prayer: (Deacon Judy) 
 



15 

 

 
 
 

 

Postponed – new date FEBRUARY 4th 
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Join us for an End-of-Life Planning Seminar.  The Stewardship 
Committee is planning an informational evening with a panel of 
experts to guide us through this often put off, but necessary task. 
 
Topics will cover: 

 Legal considerations 

 Ensuring your wishes are followed 

 Funeral and cemetery planning 

 Pastoral care for the sick 

 Charitable legacy planning 
 

Panel experts will include: 
 Pastor 

 Vestry member 

 Funeral director 

 Estate planning attorney 

 Fiduciary financial planner 

 
There will be a Q&A session following the presentation when you can ask 
questions of the panel of expert presenters as well as brief break-out sessions 
that will allow you to set up appointments with the panelists, if desired. 
It is our responsibility to be good stewards of this Earth and the people that we 
love who live on it. Having your wishes known and having your affairs in order 
will help reduce stress/family dissention during an emotionally difficult time.  
Sign up on through sign up genius or contacting the Stewardship Committee. 
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Many SPBTL families love the outdoors and camping.  We have 
started a little group called "Camping Crusades" where SPBTL 

families and friends can come together if fellowship in the 
great outdoors. Our first trip is planned for March 24-27 at 

Mountain Stream RV Park in Marion, NC.  you can book your 
site at   https://www.mountainstreamrvpark.com/ 

 
Please contact Deania Russo at 704-706-4150 

or RussoFamily09@gmail.com for more information. 
 

 

February Zoom Series:  Love Languages of the Bible 
Looking for something romantic to do during February?  Want to 
know how to love your friends and family better?  Come stag, or 
bring a date, grab a glass of your 
favorite drink and some 
chocolate!  
Join Father Ron and Kina on 
February 7th and 24th on Zoom 
(link will be sent out soon) at 
7:00 p.m. as we look at Love 
Languages of the Bible.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mountainstreamrvpark.com/
mailto:RussoFamily09@gmail.com
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2 – John & Brenda Ekdahl 
5 – Jim & Ann Bowden 
9 – Gil & Peggy Sayres 
14 – Ronnie & Brandy Rudd 
14 – Tom & Mib Wood 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 

Happy Anniversary 

13 – Ellie Ortner 

13 – Bill Reid 

14 – Trudy Halley 

14 – Rezan Solmaz 

15 – Steve Hiney 

16 – Garry Beam 

19 – Maddie Himes 

20 – Megan Passmore 

22 – Donna Brown 

22 –Wendy Kelly 

25 – Emeka Eziri 

25 – Tiffany Ferebee 

26 – Daniel Kosmala 

26 – Gloria Reid 

27 – Isabella Ann Seminara 

 

 

 

 

1 – Davey Plyler 

3 – Betty Megard 

3 – Scott Major 

6 – Betty Emmerson 

6 – Susan Fleming 

6 – Ed Melesh 

6 – Martha Morgan 

7 – Marianne Boles 

7 - Carter Little 

7 – Emily Ortner 

11 – Adanna Eziri 

11 – Gilbert Moore 

12 – Tuck Ridlehoover 

12 – Gary Jarvis 

12 – Baylor Cartee 

 

Happy Birthday 
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  STAFF 

The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector 
704-618-7213 (cell) 

Canismajorm41@yahoo.com 
 

The Rev. Judith Cole, Deacon 
704-483-4321 (home), 704-534-1496 (cell) 

jpoteetcole@charter.net 
 

Cathy Wesson, Diocesan Intern 
 

Leigh Ann Johnston, Organist/Director of Music 

 
Kina Cartee, Director of Christian Formation & 

Newcomers Ministry 
spbtlkina@yahoo.com 

 

 
Kate D’Amato,  

Parish Administrator 
spbtlkate@yahoo.com 

 
Janice McGuire, Accounting 

spbtljanice@yahoo.com 
 

Gary Johnston, Treasurer 
geraldjohnston@charter.net 

 
Grimelda Alderman, Nursery Staff 

Angeline Carmichael, Nursery 
Staff 

 

VESTRY  

 
Senior Warden – Beckye Smith 
Junior Warden – Deania Russo 

Jim Bowden 
Celine DeLuca 

Jim Heil 
Scott Major 

Michele Moss 
Dale Readling 

Michelle Stewart 
Clerk of the Vestry:   Daphne Wagner 
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