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The month of January is
dominated liturgically by the Church
FROM
season that we call ‘Epiphany’. It begins
THE
on January 6th and continues until Ash
RECTOR
Wednesday (which is February 17th this
year) and the beginning of Lent. And
here’s the reality for many of us;
coming as it does between the festival
of Christmas and the seriousness of
Lent; the Epiphany season often gets
lost. But it would be a mistake to let this
holy season go without some proper
prayer and reflection on why the Church
has included it in the first place. Every
liturgical season is here for good reason. All of the seasons are like connective
tissue, they help inform and keep the Body of Christ reminded of the great
drama of the life of Jesus and our formation as His disciples.
The word ‘Epiphany’ means to unveil or reveal. So something that was
once hidden is being uncovered in the world. That’s the crux, the logic, of the
Epiphany season. It begins on January 6th with a celebration of the visit of the
Magi to the Holy Child and the presentation of their gifts. This is a great part
of that initial revealing of Jesus, and who He is, to the larger world. This
revealing continues in our worship the very next week with the Baptism of
Jesus by John the Baptist at the River Jordan. There the Holy Spirit publically
rests on Jesus and he is prepared to move out into the world and begin his
public ministry. This is yet another aspect of Jesus being revealed to those
around him. Then, each week in the Epiphany season, we hear about another
aspect of Jesus’ teaching and healing ministry as his power and authority is
revealed. Notice also that in the church, the liturgical color of Epiphany is
green, which represents growth and spiritual maturity. As Christians we grow
not just through worship and prayer, but also through the study and
formation of learning our sacred stories.
The fact is, the Epiphany season, coming after the birth of our Savior, exists
to help prepare us for the penitential and reflective season of Lent. We get
grounded in the teaching of Jesus. We see Jesus as both human and divine as
he reveals himself to his disciples, friends, and those whom he encounters
along the way. And just like those times two-thousand years ago, we also
encounter Him in our own lives right now. In these difficult and anxious times
Jesus is here to teach us how to live in the world. He is here in our hearts to
inform us, sustain us, love us, and correct us along life’s journey. So let’s walk
with Jesus this Epiphany season, grounded in His love and example, and
continue to serve our neighbors in His Holy Name.
Faithfully,
Father Ron
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The Way of the Heart
By Deacon Judy Cole

Epiphany is defined as a revealing. Jesus in his life on the earth was
revealed to the world in a number of ways, including at his baptism in the
River Jordan by John the Baptist. Then, Jesus was revealed further
through the ministry of his disciples, and through the lives of his followers
into this present age, in our own lives!
Did the people of Jesus' time have any idea of what was going to happen
over the next thirty three years? Did people have any idea what was
going to happen for the next 2000 plus years, even unto eternity?
What, then, should we be doing during these pandemic days? -- Reveal
the risen Christ in all of his power, love and mercy to the people of the
world today. The men, women and children in need around us cry out
for Christ's help and touch through our hearts and lives. There are many
ways that we can do that, even if we are primarily at home at this
time. We can send cards, texts and phone calls, encouraging others,
especially those with challenges in their lives.
Jesus said in Mark chapter 16, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature. He that believes and is baptized shall be
saved." Someone recently has said, "Preach the gospel at all times; if
necessary, use words." Today, the gospel is revealed through us,
through our lives. "For we are in Christ, we are a new creation; the old
has gone, the new has come!" (paraphrase of 2 Corinthians 5:17)
I pray that you will have a most blessed Epiphany journey! Stay safe
and well, protect the health of others, do good works, and for the sake of
our God and God's children, love one another.
Faithfully,

+Deacon Judy
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MUSIC NOTES
By: LeighAnn Johnston

A beautiful rendition of this Christmas carol was sung by our own St. Peter’s
Project in our virtual Lessons and Carols service. It was sung in Dickens’ “ A
Christmas Carol”, featured in Bing Crosby’s 1945 “White Christmas Collection”,
and recorded by many other artists including Perry Como, Ella Fitzgerald, and
Mariah Carey. Yet, its origins remain anonymous. “God Rest Ye Merry
Gentlemen” was probably written as the common man’s Christmas carol in
contrast to the droll and dark Latin songs about Christ’s birth sung in the formal
church.
Some scholars speculate that most church members secretly disliked the
accepted religious songs of the day, but couldn’t do anything about it
publically. So while they continued to go to worship, they created their own
church music outside the walls of the cathedrals. In this way, the peasant class
led a quiet rebellion against the tone of religious music by writing religious folks
songs that were light, lively and penned in common language. (Collins, Stories
Behind the Best Loved Songs of Christmas)
To better understand the lyrics of this song, you have to take into account the
language of the Middle Ages. While we say “Merry Christmas” and mean
happiness and joy, that is not the meaning of the word ‘merry’ at the time this
song was written. To illustrate this point consider Robin Hood. He had a band
of “Merry Men”. They were not happy men doing charity work. They were
MIGHY men waging battle against what they saw as social injustice of the time.
The carol should probably now be titled “God Rest You Mighty Men”.
“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” was sung for hundreds of years before it was
finally published in the nineteenth century. By that time, Queen Victoria ruled
and is said to have loved carols. So the song found favor in the Anglican Church.
Soon even the protestant English clergy of the Victorian era were teaching
“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” to their parishioners and the popularity of the
song grew. I invite you to click on “Lessons and Carols” again and listen to
lesson 5 for the Project’s version of “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”.
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“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”
God rest ye merry, gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Savior
Was born on Christmas Day;
To save us all from Satan's power
When we were gone astray.
O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy!
From God our heavenly Father
A blessed angel came;
And unto certain shepherds
Brought tiding of the same;
How that in Bethlehem was born
The Son of God by name.
refrain
"Fear not, then," said the angel,
"Let nothing you affright;
This day is born a Savior
Of a pure virgin bright,
To free all those who trust in him
From Satan's power and might. "
refrain
Now to the Lord sing praises,
All you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood
Each other now embrace;
This holy tide of Christmas
Doth bring redeeming grace
refrain
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CELEBRATE THE
FEAST OF THE
EPIPHANY AT HOME

Christian
Formation News

Jan. 6 is the Feast of the Epiphany,
sometimes called "Three Kings Day,"
and starts what some consider to be
the Season of or after Epiphany,
continuing until Ash Wednesday. In some cultures, Jan. 6 is a large
and festive end to the Christmas season; a day of presents, parades,
and celebration. Epiphany is an invitation to follow stars, listen to
dreams, and step out of what we have always known. Which stars
will you follow this year and what road will you take? What gifts
will you offer?
On Epiphany, consider participating in an ancient tradition known
as "Chalking the Door." This practice consists of marking a
blessing in chalk in a specific pattern of letters and numbers, to
invite God's blessing on a home, church, or other entryway, and on
all who enter its doors during the year. All you need is chalk and a
doorway. The markings are usually made above the front door or
main entrance, in this pattern:
20 + C + M + B + 21
The numbers change each year to reflect the new calendar year.
The letters C, M and B are given two meanings: the initials of the
traditional names of the three Magi, Caspar, Melchior, and
Balthazar, and the initials of the Latin phrase Christus Mansionem
Benedicat, which means, “Christ bless this dwelling.” The + signs
are for the Cross of Christ. Before, during, or after the chalking of
the door, the following prayer might be offered:
O God of Stars and Journeys, we ask your blessing on this
threshold. May all whose journeys lead them through these doors
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be blessed with health, generosity of spirit, a joyful heart, and deep
peace. O God of Welcome, may all who enter this doorway rejoice
to find Christ living among us, and may we seek and serve, in
everyone we meet, that same Jesus who is the incarnate Word, now
and forever. Amen.
Seeing the symbols over our door during the year remind us, even
as life goes back to a regular routine after Christmas, that our
homes and all those who dwell there belong to Christ. They are
also reminders of the welcome the Magi gave to Jesus. Who might
we welcome into our hearts this coming year? With time the chalk
will fade. As it does, we let the meaning of the written symbols
sink into the depths of our hearts and manifest in our words and
actions.

Kina Cartee
Director of Christian Formation

Newcomer Ministry
Please help me welcome our newest
members, Mib and Tom Wood.
“Tom and
Mib are both retired
- Tom was an elementary
school principal and Mib was a
hospital administrator. We live in
Sherrills Ford. We enjoy playing
tennis, boating and flying - Tom is a
pilot. We also raise Holland Lop
bunnies. We have 4 children and 9
grandchildren.”

Kina Cartee
Director of Newcomer Ministry
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Vision of St. Peter by-the-Lake
In response to our Lord Jesus Christ’s missional imperative
to baptize and teach all nations….and to love God and our
neighbors as ourselves: We the clergy, vestry, and people of
the Episcopal Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake commit
ourselves to:
*Walk in the Way (Spiritual growth through worship,
formation, repentance & prayer)
*Widen the Walls (Proclaiming the Good News by Word &
Example)
*Wake up the World (Striving for Justice & Peace. Respecting
the dignity of every person)

Mission of St. Peter by-the-Lake
In response to our parish vision: The mission of The Episcopal
Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake is to:
*Be Disciples: Engage

the World*

NOTE FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Please be sure to schedule all
reservations of the church facilities through the Parish Administrator so your
events can be placed on the Church’s main calendar. Thank you!
Check out our website!
Our web address is: www.saintpeterbythelake.net
Centering Prayer is meeting
downstairs at 10AM on
Wednesdays. We hope you
will join in to pray together
this "Prayer of the Heart".
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New Worship Guidelines
From Bishop Jos é and the
Diocese of WNC
Following the guidance of our bishop, The Rt. Rev.
José McLoughlin, all indoor Services are CANCELLED
starting December 27th through at least the end of January.
During this period, our worship at St. Peter by-the-Lake will
be confined to our ‘virtual’ service of Morning Prayer and
occasional Wednesday ‘virtual’ Evening Prayer/Compline
services. These services can be accessed through your e-mail
message from Kate, from our Facebook page and from our
parish website: www.saintpeterbythelake.net.
As January comes to an end the bishop will review the
situation and let us know when we can once again gather
together for worship.
Please continue in prayer for the health and safety of
everyone, that this pandemic ends, and that our in-person
worship can begin again as soon as possible.
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FOCUS ON MISSION - OUTREACH TEAM
And do not neglect doing good and sharing;
for with such sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:16
A monthly highlight of organizations we support with our Time, Talent & Treasure.

Although some of the Mission-Outreach activities have been altered due
to the COVID-19 Pandemic…..
YOUR GENEROSITY has been ABUNDANT!!!!
 The Backpack Program has 24 families that have been contributing
monthly since August to the food needs for 13 students at St. James
Elementary School.
 Volunteers at East Lincoln Christian Ministry (ELCM) continued to
work once ELCM reopened including in Crisis, the Food Room,
Mobile Food Pantry and the Home Meals program.
 The Corner Table continued to feed the needs of those in the Newton
area by providing carryout lunches 110 to 120 from Monday through
Friday. On Friday & Saturday takeout meals are available ….. Plus
50 frozen meals are passed out every day for evening or weekend
meals.
 Donations have continued and services provided by Hesed House,
the Homeless Shelter in Lincolnton.
 Angel Tree – With the circumstances of the pandemic this year, we
chose to collect monetary donations instead of gifts for the ELCM
Christmas Angel Gift Outreach. Our collection was enough to give
joy through 70 gifts to children and some elderly/disabled adults plus
a week's worth of Home Meals for 27 homebound persons in our
community! Thank you to all who participated in making this
another joyful Christmas for our neighbors in need in the East
Lincoln area.
(From Courtenay Smith)
 The traditional “Food Boxes” that we have collected Non-perishable
items for each December was changed to a request for $25 donations
so we could purchase Walmart gift cards for the 25 recipients. A
total of $266.00 was collected. All the cards have been distributed to
the clients. Many thanks to all who donated. (From Patty Duggan)
 The Ash Wednesday collection amounted to $766.00 and was sent to
Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD).
 The Easter collection was given to Thompson – A facility in
Charlotte for children and families struggling with neglect, abuse and
hardship that require the kind of commitment and compassion that is
unique to Thompson. Their goal is to create a stable foundation on
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which children and families can learn to thrive for a lifetime. We
sent a check for $430.00 from your donations.
The Christmas collection will be going to Episcopal Relief &
Development (ERD) to help with COVID-19 relief efforts around the
world as well as here at home.

Want to help with Mission-Outreach???? Please contact:
Carole Rowell, Team Leader Email carolekrowell46@gmail.com
Phone 704-516-2312
Mary LaBranche, Secretary
Email mlabinnc@yahoo.com
Phone 980-329-8810
Josette Anzalone, Treasurer
Email jra@janzalone.com
Phone 919-939-0759
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Stewardship 2021
Thank you for the great response to the 2021 stewardship
campaign. As a result of your generosity and thoughtful
consideration, the Vestry was able to approve total pledge
commitments of $340,170 to be included in the 2021 budget. Your
giving is critical to delivering against our parish goals and covering
all of our financial commitments in 2021. After clergy, staff, and
office expenses, around 45% of the remaining budget goes toward
Mission & Outreach, Worship, and Christian Education. Many of
you used the new online pledge option which will be something we
plan to use going forward. If you haven't yet turned in a pledge for
2021, it's never too late. Merry Christmas and have a wonderful
New Year's celebration.
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Vestry Minutes

November 16, 2020

Vestry Members Present: Sherree Brady, Ron Horne, Cindi Jarvis, Daniel
Malyevac, Scott Mical, Rebecca Smith
Clergy Present: Father Ron Taylor, Deacon Judy Cole
Other Members Present: Daphne Wagner, Jim Heil, Gary Johnston
Opening Prayer: (Deacon Judy)
Discussion/Decision:
Minutes: October minutes were approved.
Financials: (Gary Johnston)
 Income year to date in 2020 is just under $18k less than 2019.
 We have spent $24,959 more than collected so far in 2020. We do
have sufficient cash on hand to handle the deficit should it continue.
 We continue to meet all obligations to the Dioceses and outside
organizations.
 We need to carefully consider expenditures, as our spending is
exceeding our income. This is primarily due to a significant shortfall in
pledged (promised) income compared to 2019 (-$30,333) and is likely
to get worse than better in November and December.
 Vestry approved finances.
2021 Budget/Stewardship update: (Jim Heil)
 The 2021 proposed budget was discussed in more detail and will be
finalized at our December vestry meeting. One of our challenges will be
for non-pledged receipts, since we are not worshipping with the normal
numbers.
 A couple of things that were approved tonight; 1. Vestry approved to
move the designated funds out of EYC of $3,526.06 to the general
operating funds. 2. Vestry approved to zero out the parish retreat. 3.
Vestry approved to zero out the yard grass cutting fund. 4. The $1,825
memorial fund is to go back to the general operating funds. 5. Vestry
approved to pay off the HVAC out of general operating funds to help
with 2021 budget. All of this will get us to net neutral.
Junior Warden: (Father Ron for Ronnie Rudd)
 Nothing to report.
Senior Warden: (Ron Horne)
 We had a very good Diocesan Convention, and the Diocese is doing
well. There continues to be a lot of optimism in the parish, positive
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feedback, and a lot of support for Father Ron and also concern for him
not to overextend and work too hard.
The Garden Team continues to work on plantings, and they do a very
good job. The Garden Team wants to be recognized as an established
group under the authority of the Junior Warden. And secondly, going
forward, they want an amount up to $150 annually that will be
available from the Buildings and Grounds Budget for plants and
gardening supplies as needed, with approval from the Junior
Warden. Vestry acknowledged their request and will make a line item
in the budget under Building Repair and Maintenance, line 550300. We
will add a separate line item (550400) that says “Garden Team Fund”
for $150, and take away that amount from the $5,000 budget for
Building Repair and Maintenance, and they will be left with $4,850 in
their line item.

Update from Bishop on worship and convention: (Father Ron)
 At the Diocesan Convention we had 210 people on zoom, two
resolutions were approved, with the Diocesan budget 5% less than last
year because they are expecting lower pledges in 2021.
Vestry Members for 2021: (Father Ron)
 Nominees for 2021 are; Jim Heil, Jim Bowden, Deania Russo. Elections
will be in December.
Upcoming Events/Schedules: (Father Ron)
 Nov 26th at 9am Thanksgiving morning services.
 Leigh Ann is looking into doing some kind of virtual Lessons and Carols
service.
 We are trying to make Christmas as special as we can. We won’t have
our regular Christmas services, but are currently looking into outside
options weather permitting.
 Dec 14th (2nd Monday this time) at 7pm at the church, will be our next
vestry meeting. Unfortunately, we will not be able to meet in
someone’s home, as we do this time of year.
Deacon’s Report: (Deacon Judy)
 Nothing to report
Closing Prayer: (Deacon Judy)
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January
Happy Anniversary
1 – John & Samantha Dwyer
12 – Jim Dellinger & Judith Hahn
19 – Bud & Jeanne Hawkins

Happy Birthday
2 – Grayson Brady

15 – Nancy Wease

2 – Carmen Hatley

17 – Kayleigh Feneque

2 – Caitlin Taylor

18 – Connor Davis

3 – Hope Paasch

18 – Patrick Hamby

4 – Cathy Grace

19 – Betty Jean Begert

5 – Norm Gaver

19 – Tyler Reeves

6– Jonah Brewster

19 – Codey Sliwoski

7 – Michael Matousek

23 – David Wiehagen

8 – Patrick Duggan

26 – Reagan Barger

8 – Jack Stollery

26 – Hunter Brady

8 – Claire Tracy

26 – Kathleen Penny

10 – Karen Horne

27 – Aiden Hanrahan

11 – Noah Emmerson

27 – Beth Lunney

11 – Maureen Skifano

28 – Jessica Gustis

14 – Zackary Ireland

31 – Bailey Jones

14 – Connie Mathis

31 – Phillip Russo
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STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector
704-618-7213 (cell)
Canismajorm41@yahoo.com

Kate D’Amato,
Parish Administrator
spbtlkate@yahoo.com

The Rev. Judith Cole, Deacon
704-483-4321 (home), 704-534-1496 (cell)
jpoteetcole@charter.net

Janice McGuire, Accounting
spbtljanice@yahoo.com

Leigh Ann Johnston, Organist/Director of Music

Gary Johnston, Treasurer
geraldjohnston@charter.net

Kina Cartee, Director of Christian Formation &
Newcomers Ministry
spbtlkina@yahoo.com

Grimelda Alderman, Nursery Staff
Angeline Carmichael, Nursery
Staff

VESTRY
Senior Warden – Ronnie Rudd
Junior Warden – Beckye Smith
Jim Bowden
Sherree Brady
Jim Heil
Daniel Malyevac
Scott Mical
Deania Russo
Michelle Stewart
Clerk of the Vestry: Daphne Wagner
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