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     Popular rock star Bob Seger 

once wrote a song called ‘Turn 

the Page’. For many of us, as 

the calendar changes from 

December to January, we 

mentally, spiritually, and 

physically attempt to do that 

very thing…turn the page. 

January is the natural time to 

try and make some changes in 

life, turn from one thing to another. Along with the 

cornbread and black eye peas of New Year’s Day comes 

our many ‘resolutions’ about what might change for us 

now. Below I’ve listed some resolutions for the new year 

that have a spiritual aspect and have the possibility of 

enriching our lives in 2022, especially with Lent just 

around the corner. Look them over and see how many of 

them are calling you for the days ahead. 
 

     *Let’s resolve to be more patient, kind, and 

understanding to the people we come in contact with this 

year. We live in a time of great tensions. We live in a time 

of terrible division and polarization. There are many folks 

who will not speak to someone else of a different religion, 

philosophy or political affiliation. As Christians, we need 

to be the bridgebuilders who set the example here. A kind 

word and understanding smile can go a long way to help 

heal the divisions we see around us.  
 

     *Perhaps some of us also need to resolve to limit our 

time on social media. (I’m speaking to myself here!). For all 

of it’s many benefits, social media can sometimes be part 

of the polarizing issue I listed above. It might be a healthy 

 

FROM 

THE 

RECTOR
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thing for body, mind, and soul to limit the amount of time 

we spend on these sites.  
 

     *The new year is also a great time to re-commit 

ourselves to a greater practice of prayer and worship. 

There’s no need to wait until a season like Lent comes 

along to make this spiritual commitment. Whether you are 

worshipping in-person, or on-line through our many 

virtual services, being in communion with God and fellow 

believers is such an important part of the spiritual journey. 

It’s the same thing with prayer. We can pray literally 

anywhere; in worship or at home, on a walk or in the car. 

Prayer is our direct line of communication with God, let’s 

take advantage of it! 
 

     *And of course, many faith traditions including our 

own, have long taught us that there is a direct connection 

between the physical and the spiritual. We can be more 

motivated to pray and worship and expand energy to be in 

relationship with others when we ‘feel’ better. Physical 

exercise, movement, and meditation are vital to make these 

links strong. Now is a great time to commit ourselves to 

taking better care of the body that God has given us. St. 

Paul reminds us that our bodies are a ‘temple’, we should 

treat them as such. 
 

These are just a few of the things we can do in the here and 

the now to strengthen ourselves in body, mind and spirit. 

I’m sure you can add others to the list. Whatever changes 

we may need to make, and in whatever new direction we 

may need to move, may we all together ‘turn the page’ and 

grow in love and faith as the new year beckons. Keep the 

faith, and pass it on. 
 

Faithfully,     Father Ron 
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 In November I was doing a bit of gardening, trying to clear out the 

weeds before leaves began falling and winter began.  I sat down on the 

ground, on the brick of our courtyard, and began digging up the more 

deeply rooted weeds.  I heard an urgent cry from a bird in a large tree 

nearby, a cry like that of a mother bird teaching its young to fly, 

concerned about the danger its young would experience on the ground. 

 

A small red and gray bird suddenly flew to 

my side, settling down just inches from me 

on the brick.  This is most unusual for a 

bird, as most of you know -- to come so 

close to a human.  I sat still as it flew from 

the brick onto my gloved hand.  When it looked into my face, I could see 

that it had an injured eye, although it seemed to be healthy otherwise.  I 

talked to it as I would speak to comfort a person with an injury.  I then 

prayed for it, making the sign of the cross, after the manner of Fr. Ron 

with the blessing of animals at the St. Francis service. 

 

The bird stayed a long while quietly on my glove, just looking into my 

face.  Then it flew away with great strength.  I listened as I continued my 

weeding; I heard no further urgent cry from the trees. 

 

Perhaps God sends us many persons just like this; those who cry out to 

us to hear them, help them, encourage them, and love them.   Perhaps 

God sends them to us so that in their weakness we will hold them in our 

strong hands, then hold them before God in prayer.  God answers; and 

they fly away in the strength of Christ given them through our lives.  To 

this we are called.  And it is our heart's joy to reach out and touch others 

with the love and mercy of Christ -- because Christ has given us his own  

 

The Way of the Heart 

By Deacon Judy Cole 

heart. 
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It was sung in Dickens’ “ A Christmas Carol”, featured in Bing 
Crosby’s 1945 “White Christmas Collection”, and recorded by many 
other artists including Perry Como, Ella Fitzgerald, and Mariah 
Carey. Yet, its origins remain anonymous. “God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen” was probably written as the ‘common man’s Christmas 
carol’  in contrast to the Latin songs about Christ’s birth sung in the 
formal church.   

One author speculates “though few admitted it in public, most 
church members secretly disliked the accepted religious songs of the 
day. Laymen of the time had no power over the way they 
worshipped and had to accept things as they were. So, while they 
continued to go to worship, they created their own church music 
outside the walls of the cathedrals. In this way, the peasant class led 
a quiet rebellion against the tone of religious music by writing 
religious folks songs that were light, lively and penned in common 
language.” (Collins, Stories Behind the Best Loved Songs of Christmas)  

To better understand the lyrics of this song, you have to take into 
account the time and language of the Middle Ages.  While we say 
“Merry Christmas” and mean happiness and joy, that is not the 
meaning of the word ‘merry’ at the time the song was written.  To 
illustrate this point consider Robin Hood.  He had a band of “Merry 
Men”.  They were not happy men doing charity work.  They were 
MIGHTY men waging battle against what they saw as social injustice 
of the time.  The carol should probably now be titled “God Rest You 
Mighty Men”. 

“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” was sung for hundreds of years 
before it was finally published in the nineteenth century. By that 
time, Queen Victoria ruled and is said to have loved carols. So the 
song found favor in the Anglican Church. Soon even the protestant 
English clergy of the Victorian era were en teaching “God Rest Ye 
Merry Gentlemen” to their parishioners and the popularity of the 
song grew.   

 

MUSIC NOTES 
           By: LeighAnn Johnston 
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God rest ye merry, gentlemen, 
Let nothing you dismay, 

Remember Christ our Savior 
Was born on Christmas Day; 

To save us all from Satan's power 
When we were gone astray. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 
Comfort and joy, 

O tidings of comfort and joy! 

From God our heavenly Father 
A blessed angel came; 

And unto certain shepherds 
Brought tiding of the same; 

How that in Bethlehem was born 
The Son of God by name. 

refrain 
"Fear not, then," said the angel, 

"Let nothing you affright; 
This day is born a Savior 
Of a pure virgin bright, 

To free all those who trust in him 
From Satan's power and might. " 

refrain 
Now to the Lord sing praises, 

All you within this place, 
And with true love and brotherhood 

Each other now embrace; 
This holy tide of Christmas 

Doth bring redeeming grace                                                                                                                                                          
refrain 
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Welcome to 2022, from the Christian 

Formation Team!  We care for you, 

especially for your spiritual growth and 

development.  During this upcoming 

year, we long to see you grow into fully yielded servants of Christ 

who believe God in all things and experience Christ's transformation 

in your hearts. 

 

This year, we will invite you into various paths and opportunities that 

call you to grow as disciples of Christ and advance His kingdom 

purposes. 
 

How are we accomplishing this awesome charge? First, we will seek to 

help you nurture your intimacy with Christ through prioritizing times of 

personal reflection and time spent with God.  Secondly, we will continue 

to provide opportunities for you to learn to more fully live out your faith 

in the body of believers here at St. Peter’s, in our ministries and in our 

community.  Finally, we will challenge you to engage and impact the 

world. 
 

Will you join us on this venture during 2022 to prepare for a lifelong 

journey of growing as healthy ministers of the gospel? Please pray for 

our Christian Formation Ministry and also pray about how you will 

participate with us this year.  Please be on the lookout for upcoming 

opportunities to share your talents and faith through our Christian 

Formation Programs during the 2022 year.   

 

Our next events coming up in January will be a 

new Sunday School series that begins on 

January 9th, for all age groups. 

 

We will need volunteers for the PreK-5th 

Grades and Youth Groups.  These groups are 

vital to the continued growth of our church.  On 

almost a weekly basis, I have visitors who 

reach out to inquire about what we have to offer this age group. Please 

Christian 

Formation News 
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help us welcome those who are looking for a new church home by 

sharing some of your time for these programs.  

 

Thank you to everyone who helps with all of our activities! You are 

greatly appreciated and a blessing!  We are always looking for new faces 

to help form our faith, so please let me know if you are able to help! 

 

Kina Cartee 

Director of Christian Formation & Newcomer Ministry 

 

Newcomer Ministry – We have been blessed with new faces over the 

last few months!  As we go in to the new year, there will be many 

activities going on in our parish life.  I 

encourage each of you to invite 

someone to come along with you to one 

of these events.  I hope that the “red 

folders” that we are sharing with our 

first time guests are helpful to you in identifying someone that you may 

not know, and would like to extend a welcome to.  Also, the Newcomer 

Ministry would love to have more smiling faces to welcome our 

members and guests during our services.  If you would like to share your 

beautiful smile, please let me know.   

 

Please help me extend a special welcome to our newest visitors and 

members:  

 Peggy Long 

 Mary Sansbury 

 Eugene, Bonnie & Ryan Grant 

 Bridget McDonnell 

 John & Brenda Ekdahl 

 Wendy Kelly 

 Curtis & Jessica Johnson 

 Mib & Tom Wood 

 

It has been a very long time since we have been able to gather for a 

Newcomer Dinner.  If you have been visiting with us, or have joined us 

as new members during the past three years, please mark your calendars 

to join us for a simple meal in Fotinos Hall on Sunday, January 30 at 

6:00 p.m. to get to know each other, staff members and more about our 

church and ministries.  Please RSVP your attendance plans to Kina at 

spbtlkina@yahoo.com by January 15th.  We look forward to an evening 

of fellowship with you.   

  

mailto:spbtlkina@yahoo.com
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Kina Cartee 

Director of Christian Formation & Newcomer Ministry  
  

Vision of St. Peter by-the-Lake 

In response to our Lord Jesus Christ’s missional imperative 

to baptize and teach all nations….and to love God and our 

neighbors as ourselves:  We the clergy, vestry, and people of 

the Episcopal Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake commit 

ourselves to: 

*Walk in the Way (Spiritual growth through worship, 

formation, repentance & prayer) 

*Widen the Walls (Proclaiming the Good News by Word & 

Example) 

*Wake up the World (Striving for Justice & Peace. Respecting 

the dignity of every person) 

 

Mission of St. Peter by-the-Lake 

In response to our parish vision: The mission of The Episcopal 

Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake is to: *Be Disciples: Engage 

the World* 

 

NOTE FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR:  Please be sure to schedule all 
reservations of the church facilities through the Parish Administrator so your 

events can be placed on the Church’s main calendar.      Thank you! 
 

Check out our website! 

Our web address is: www.saintpeterbythelake.net 

 
 

 

 
 

10AM on Wednesdays in the 
Parlor. We hope you will join in to pray 

together this "Prayer of the Heart". 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

ST. PETER  

BY-THE-LAKE 

 
8:30AM  Holy Eucharist  

10:30AM   Holy Eucharist 

http://www.saintpeterbythelake.net/
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THE STEWARDSHIP CORNER  
 

2 - 22 - 2022 
SAVE THE DATE! 

 
Join us for an End-of-Life Planning Seminar. The stewardship committee is 
planning an informational evening with a panel of experts to guide us 
through this often put off, but necessary task.  
How far have you gotten in the process of writing your will? According to 
Merrill Lynch/Age Wave (2019) nearly 50% of Americans over fifty-five do 
not have a will. And 18% do not have legacy plan essentials: a will, a health 
care directive, and durable power of attorney.  
Benjamin Franklin stated in a letter to Jean-Baptiste Leroy in 1789, “In this 
world, nothing is certain except death and taxes.” We all know that we need 
to be responsible and address the issues surrounding end-of-life planning. 
We all have good intentions. However, many people never get around to 
doing it. 
Metaphysical poet John Donne (1572 - 1631) penned, “Never send to know 
for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.”  When we hear the church bell ring, 
it not only announces someone else’s death, but it serves as a reminder that 
one day it will ring for us as well. 
St. Peter by-the-Lake’s stewardship committee is offering this End-of-Life 
planning seminar for all members of the congregation. Our aim is to take the 
worry and stress out of how to deal with end-of-life issues. No matter your 
age, everyone needs a will. No matter where you are in the process of 
writing your will, ask yourself one question: Are all my affairs in order down 
to the last detail? 
If you die without a will: the laws of the state will determine how your 
property is distributed upon your death (bank accounts, securities, real 
estate, and other assets).  
The purpose of the End-of-Life planning seminar will be to ensure that your 
loved ones are cared for and that your final wishes are carried out. Decision-
making will be made easy with checklists for reference. You will be provided 
both an electronic link with checklists for end-of-life planning as well as an 
old-school hard copy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

continued on next page 
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THE STEWARDSHIP CORNER …continued 

Topics will cover: 

 Legal considerations 

 Ensuring your wishes are followed 

 Funeral and cemetery planning 

 Pastoral care for the sick 

 Charitable legacy planning 
 
Panel experts will include: 

 Pastor 

 Vestry member 

 Funeral director 

 Estate planning attorney 

 Fiduciary financial planner 
 
There will be a Q&A session following the presentation when you can ask 
questions of the panel of expert presenters as well as brief break-out sessions 
that will allow you to set up appointments with the panelists, if desired. 
It is our responsibility to be good stewards of this Earth and the people that 
we love who live on it. Having your wishes known and having your affairs in 
order will help reduce stress/family dissention during an emotionally difficult 
time.  
Wise advice can be found in the Bible: “You know very well that the day of 
the Lord will come like a thief in the night.” (1 Thessalonians 5:2) Death might 
very well come when we least suspect it, so it is best to be prepared. 
Take care of your family. And remember your larger family of St. Peter-by-
the-Lake. The Time, Talent, and Commitment surveys that you filled out and 
returned (hopefully) are friendly reminders to pledge our service to the Lord. 
Our many Outreach programs are here because of each and every one of you. 
And charitable legacy planning of dedicating some of our treasure to our 
church after we die is a wonderful way to ensure people’s needs in our 
church and community are looked after because of your gift of generosity and 
thoughtful planning.  
We encourage you to take care of your loved ones and prayerfully consider 
how to leave your own legacy.  
More information about our End-of-Life planning seminar will follow along 
with a sign-up sheet to participate. Mark your calendars and SAVE THE DATE: 
2-22-2022. Stay tuned! 
Blessings,    Tricia Martineau Wagner 
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Vestry Minutes  November 15, 2021 
Vestry Members Present:  Jim Bowden, Sherree Brady, Jim Heil, Daniel 
Malyevac, Scott Major, Ronnie Rudd, Deania Russo, Beckye Smith, 
Michelle Stewart 
Clergy Present: Father Ron Taylor, Deacon Judy Cole 
Other Members Present: Daphne Wagner, Gary Johnston 
Opening Prayer: (Deacon Judy) 
Discussion/Decision:    

Minutes:  October minutes were approved with minor changes. 
September Financials: (Jim Bowden & Gary Johnston)  
• Total income is $32,731 and total budget for October is 
$31,947. The good news is, we are within $2,000 of our income year to 
date, with only 9 months into the year.  
• Pledged receipts for October is $28,200 and the budget for 
pledged receipts is $28,347, so we are doing very well there too! 
• Financials were accepted by vestry. 
2022 Budget/ Stewardship Update: (Jim Heil): 

 Jim presented a rough draft of the 2022 budget and suggested a pay 
increase of 3% for all staff. This would increase the budget by $1,500 
and will be voted on in the December vestry meeting.  As it stands 
now, we are looking at a 2022 “rough” budget of $389,059, which is a 
0.1% increase from last year.  The final budget will depend on the 
results of the Stewardship Campaign. 

Junior Warden: (Beckye Smith)  
 The kitchen team got together last week and looked at the drawings 

we already have on hand. We can now start actively working and 
coming up with a functional layout and get a few quotes, so we know 
what we really need. The vision for the kitchen is to make it more 
functional and expand the floor plan.   

 The lights in the Nave are still not working and flickering. An 
electrician will come this Friday between 8:30-9am to look at what we 
need. We believe there is a wiring issue.  

 Cobwebs and dust are building up above the sacristy where the 
stained glass is. We need a ladder to climb up and clean it. Father Ron 
will have Kate purchase a telescoping Swiffer. 

Senior Warden: (Ronnie Rudd) 
 Weed Man will come in March and spray all the clovers and kill the 

grass, to give it a fresh start for the spring.  Ronnie’s company will pay 
to have this done.  We will get some volunteers to core and aerate it 
30 days later.  

 The Bell Tower will have the base built after Thanksgiving. 
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Diocesan Convention Review: (Scott Major, Ronnie Rudd, Jim Bowden) 

 There were 214 people in the zoom meeting, it was pretty 
amazing. We were all impressed with the outreach services they 
do. Fifty seven percent of the budget funds that come in are 
spent back in programs, mission and grants.  The showed a lot 
of videos to showcase what they do.  Right now it is hard to get 
people to volunteer, there are many vacancies to serve on 
committees. Nothing passed for the Constitutions of Canons.  

Review of Bishops Visit: (Father Ron) 
• It was a wonderful service and the Bishop confirmed a lot of people.  
 
2022-24 Vestry slate: (Father Ron) 
• We have 3 nominees; Dale Readling, Celine DeLuca and Michele Moss 
all of which are first time vestry members. We are still looking for a Junior 
Warden. 

Upcoming Events/Schedules: (Father Ron) 

 Thanksgiving day Holy Eucharist at 9am. 

 Sunday December 5th, Vestry Elections at the 10:30 service 

 Sunday December 5th Advent Festival from 5-7:30pm.  There will 
also be football on the big screen TV for those who don’t want 
to participate in craft making. 

 Sunday December 12th, Lessons and Carols; one service only at 
10:30. 

Other items: (Father Ron)   
• Due to the current local metrics we will be sending a note to the 

congregation beginning this Sunday that mask wearing is optional.  We still 
cannot use the common cup for communion. 
• We received an e-mail from Rev. Cannon Augusta Anderson, she 
would like to know if we would host another intern for the discernment 
process for seminary.  This person might start after Christmas and be here 
through the spring.  
• We had someone join the church that was watching our virtual 
worship, and after 3 months watching livestream, came to visit in person, and 
joined our church! That speaks well to our on-line presence.  
• Next December vestry meeting will be early on December 13th due to 
proximity of Christmas. 

Deacon Report: (Deacon Judy Cole) 

 Lakewood care center, we are in the process of purchasing 
Christmas decorations and kits, snacks, toiletries. We have 
many people helping out 

Closing Prayer: (Deacon Judy) 
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1 – John & Samantha Dwyer 

12 – Jim Dellinger & Judith Hahn 

19 – Bud & Jeanne Hawkins 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 

Happy Anniversary 

15 – Nancy Wease 

17 – Kayleigh Feneque 

18 – Connor Davis 

18 – Patrick Hamby 

19 – Betty Jean Begert 

19 – Codey Sliwoski 

23 – David Wiehagen 

26 – Reagan Barger 

26 – Kathleen Penny 

27 – Aiden Hanrahan 

27 – Beth Lunney 

28 – Jessica Gustis 

31 – Phillip Russo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 – Carmen Hatley 

2 – Caitlin Taylor 

3 – Hope Paasch 

4 – Cathy Grace 

5 – Norm Gaver 

7 – Michael Matousek 

8 – Patrick Duggan 

8 – Jack Stollery 

8 – Claire Tracy 

10 – Karen Horne 

11 – Noah Emmerson 

11 – Maureen Skifano 

14 – Zackary Ireland 

14 – Connie Mathis 

 

Happy Birthday 
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  STAFF 

The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector 
704-618-7213 (cell) 

Canismajorm41@yahoo.com 
 

The Rev. Judith Cole, Deacon 
704-483-4321 (home), 704-534-1496 (cell) 

jpoteetcole@charter.net 
 

Cathy Wesson, Diocesan Intern 
 

Leigh Ann Johnston, Organist/Director of Music 

 
Kina Cartee, Director of Christian Formation & 

Newcomers Ministry 
spbtlkina@yahoo.com 

 

 
Kate D’Amato,  

Parish Administrator 
spbtlkate@yahoo.com 

 
Janice McGuire, Accounting 

spbtljanice@yahoo.com 
 

Gary Johnston, Treasurer 
geraldjohnston@charter.net 

 
Grimelda Alderman, Nursery Staff 

Angeline Carmichael, Nursery 
Staff 

 

VESTRY  

 
Senior Warden – Beckye Smith 
Junior Warden – Deania Russo 

Jim Bowden 
Celine DeLuca 

Jim Heil 
Scott Major 

Michele Moss 
Dale Readling 

Michelle Stewart 
Clerk of the Vestry:   Daphne Wagner 
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