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Summer here at Lake Norman
FROM
is often a time of rest and
THE
relaxation. It’s a time to rest,
RECTOR
renew, and recharge. Many of
us head away on vacations as
the days get longer and
warmer, while others also
enjoy all that we have to offer
right here around Denver.
There is, of course, the lake
itself, with boating, fishing, and swimming. The numerous
golf courses around here can keep the avid golfer busy for
the entire summer! For me, the tennis courts at the
Westport Club are calling my name, and I hope to get to
play a lot over the next few months.
The Church also ‘slows’ down a little bit during these
months, but that may look a little bit different in 2022, as
we continue to recover and find our ‘footing’ as Covid has
somewhat recessed. While you’re making plans this
summer, I hope you will consider the following
opportunities for worship, learning, and fellowship right
here at St. Peter by-the-Lake.
*First and foremost, in late July we have our always
wonderful Vacation Bible School, or just VBS for short.
Kina and her team are in the planning process right now.
And our theme is very exciting! Get ready for ‘Encanto:
Fearfully & Wonderfully Made’. Based on the incredible
Pixar movie ‘Encanto’, which teaches us all great lessons
about individual gifts, community, and inclusion, our VBS
this year will offer a lot for folks of all ages, from preschool through adults. (I’ll again be teaching the adult
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class). Mark your calendars for July 25 – 27, 2022. VBS will
occur each evening from 6:00 – 8:00pm.
*Also, once again this summer, St. Peter’s will be the
‘host’ for the Westport Community Food Truck & Concert
events. Last year those proved to be very popular indeed.
The dates for the summer months are June 12, July 10,
August 14, and September 11. The events are Sunday
evenings from 5:00 – 8:00pm on the parish grounds. More
information will follow.
*The staff here at St. Peter’s is also busy right now
planning some ‘parish’ fellowship and learning events that
should take place over the summer. Look for more
information real soon about a couple of ‘game’ nights in
Furr and Fotinos Hall. We hope to invite folks to bring
their favorite board or card games, a beverage and snack,
and just have some fun and conversation together. We may
even be able at some point over the summer to have a
concert on the grounds featuring our own ‘St. Peter’s
Project’. There might even be a bible study or two offered
over the summer months for anyone interested in summer
learning beyond our Sunday services.
I hope and pray that as spring turns into summer, that
you find ways to refresh and renew yourself in body,
mind, and spirit; even while staying connected to the many
ways the church offers that same spiritual, emotional, and
physical sustenance.
Faithfully,
Father Ron
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The Way of the Heart
By Deacon Judy Cole
Our schedules can change unexpectedly; new demands on our days
can push aside the time we had previously set to begin our day
with prayer and Scripture. But if we prayerfully think through our
newly-arranged days, we will find that place to keep the times of
prayer and reading God's Word which is life-giving for us. During
my many years of college teaching, sharp increases in my
workload prompted me to seek the space God had provided for me
to meet Him in prayer and in His word. I placed a CD player in
the bedroom/ bathroom area where I prepared for the day, and
cherished hearing Scripture while in that space. My car became a
joyful place of prayer. There is always a way, no matter what
demands life brings.
We need the perspective and strength that we were created to
receive as we take time to be with Christ. Just as we recently
changed our clocks forward an hour for daylight savings time, so
we need to "Spring forward" in all of our Christian
disciplines. Following Lent and Easter it's all too easy to slow
down the daily prayer and Scripture-reading disciplines which
provide the balance and strength we need to stand loving and
strong in Christ.
The sights and fragrances of Spring around us remind us that our
lives must also flower with the fruits of God-life, and our being
must give off the fragrance of Christ. For this we need to stay near
him, to learn from him and walk with him. Just a few minutes of
prayer and Scripture reading daily is of immeasurable
value. Christ waits for us there, to give us anew his guidance,
help, strength, and his all.
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MUSIC NOTES
By: LeighAnn Johnston
The hymn I want to focus on this Easter Season is “Christ is Alive,
Let Christians Sing”. It was written by Dr. Brian Wren just 10
days after the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. had been assassinated in
Memphis, Tenn. Wren was faced on the one hand with the
devastating news of the violent assassination of the leader of a
non-violent movement for Civil Rights for African Americans, and
on the other a responsibility to preach the good news of the
resurrection. Originally titled, “The Crucified Lord”, Dr. Wren
wrote this hymn for his congregation’s Easter Sunday service in
Essex, England. He notes that “I tried to express an Easter hope
out of that terrible event, in words which could be more widely
applied, and wrote ‘Christ is alive!’ because our available hymns
spoke of Easter as a glorious event long ago, far away, and high
above.” (UMC Discipleship.org)
“Christ Is Alive” is written in present tense, following the pattern
of Easter hymns throughout history. The resurrection was not for
one place and time historically, but for all places and all times.
“He comes to claim the here and now…” The church has been
criticized, called “irrelevant”, and seen as remote from the needs
and concerns of the modern world. Dr. Wren debunks this idea
and addresses this directly in stanza three: “Not throned afar,
remotely high, untouched, unmoved by human pains. . . .” The
resurrected Christ “in the God-head reigns” beyond this world “till
earth and all creation ring. . . .” with “joy and justice, love and
praise.”
Dr. Wren is now an American citizen and professor emeritus of
worship at Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Ga. He has
published eight collections of his hymn texts and two additional
collections with his wife Susan Heafield, a United Methodist
minister. As is his practice, he has made several revisions to
“Christ is Alive!” including revisions made since it was published,
but the Easter message remains the same.
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Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
His love, in death, shall never die.
Christ is alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
He comes to claim the here and now,
and conquer every place and time.
Not throned above, remotely high
Untouched, unmoved by human pains
But daily in the midst of life
Our Savior with the Father reigns.
In every insult, rift and war,
where color, scorn or wealth divide,
He suffers still, yet loves the more,
and lives though ever crucified..
Christ is alive! His Spirit burns
Through this and every future age
till all creation lives and learns
His joy, His justice, love, and praise.
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Christian
Formation News

(Emily
Keger)

To celebrate Mother’s Day this year,
may we begin by remembering the many biblical stories of motherhood — stories
that too many of us forget, or lack words, to celebrate.
May we remember Dinah and Joseph, children of Jacob and Rachel, burying
their mother on the way to Bethlehem and leaving her grave behind. We
probably all know children young and old who have faced this day, suddenly
without their mother.
May we remember Rachel, Sarah, and Elizabeth, and we have celebrated with
every friend who held her newborn child and found it to be simultaneously the
greatest gift and the hardest task.
May we imagine the hundreds of women who never merited a name in Scripture
because they were unable to bear children to pass on the family faith. We
probably all know a woman facing miscarriage, infertility, and loneliness.
May we remember Rahab, Deborah, Joanna, and Phoebe — women whose work
surprisingly outweighed the need to record whether or not they had children.
Were they childless by choice, by circumstance? Were the names of their
children lost to a history that found them unimportant? Were they shamed in
their lifetime for putting work ahead of family?
May we remember the unnamed mother of Moses and the daughter of Pharaoh,
linked and yet so separate. One gave up her child to save her child, and one took
in a child despite the risks. We can remember all the women who have given up
their children in the hope of better life for them. And, remember every woman
who has made family through adoption, who has taken in a child “not her own,”
because bone of bones is not always how a family is made.
May we remember Naomi, demanding, “Call me ‘bitter.’” Remember the
unnamed wife of Job. We likely all know women who buried their children, lives
lost unbearably early.
May we remember Hagar, and Tamar the wife of Er, women whose only hope for
protection and care lay in having a child with a man who was not married to
them. Hagar was sent into the wilderness to die, her son Ishmael at her side. We
remember women raising their children alone, and remember the women whose
destruction has become a footnote while the men made history.
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May we remember Rebekah, and her twins Esau and Jacob already at war within
her. Remember she chose a favorite son, just as her husband had. Remember the
many children who bear the trauma of parents who, perhaps, did what they
thought was right and did the best they could, and scarred their children’s
hearts for life.
May we remember Hannah, her heart so wounded by the abuse of her husband’s
other wife that she wept at the altar of God until she could not speak — and how
Eli, the holy priest, assumed she must have been drunk to pray so hard. We
likely all know women whose heartbreak has been turned into a weapon against
them.
May we remember the woman at the well, silenced and shunned by divorce. We
likely all know someone who has experienced the wretched freedom found in
divorce, the messiness of new life with a broken heart.
May we remember Mary Magdalene, the first preacher of the resurrection, soiled
by centuries of slander that turned her from wide-eyed witness to reformed
harlot. In her testimony, she gave birth to the church. You may know women
whose gender, sexuality, history, and bravery has been used against them and
the gospel they proclaim.
May we remember Mary the virgin, a teenage girl, cradling her stomach with
wonder, answering the shock of a miracle and the sureness of societal judgment
with a simple and determined “Yes.”
And may we remember Eve, the mother of all, bone of the bones of the man of
dust, her name a reflection of the Hebrew word for life.
Remember each woman who has found an inner courage to face impossibility.
May the God who mothers each of us be a source of life for all who long for hope.

Coming Events – Mark Your Calendars!
Sundays, May 1st-May 15th: Christian Formation for ALL AGES!
Be sure to join us downstairs for our last 3 weeks of Formation
before summer break.
Sunday, May 8th: Senior Sunday/Mother’s Day. Come and help
us celebrate all of our graduates and moms!
Dates TBD in June: Be on the lookout for a Sign-up Genius Link
and plan to join us for Summer Game Nights. Bring a
snack/beverage to share and your favorite board or card game to
play along with others! More info to come.
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July 25th-27th

Encanto – Fearfully and Wonderfully Made!
There will be something during our VBS week for ALL AGES!
Birth-12th Grades 6:00-8:30 p.m. Adults 6:30-8:00 p.m. Register
online at www.saintpeterbythelake.net Registration Deadline is
July 15th, 2022. Email spbtlkina@yahoo.com for more information.
We will need many volunteers for this event. Please be on the
lookout for a Sign-up Genius to volunteer!

Newcomer Ministry – We have been blessed with new faces over
the last few months! As we go continue into the summer months,
please take a moment and reach to someone to invite them to join
one of our services, Summer Game Night, Vacation Bible School,
etc. There will be many activities going on in our parish life.
I hope that the “red folders” we share with our first time guests are
helpful to you in identifying someone that you may not know, and
would like to extend a welcome to.

Kina Cartee

Christian Formation & Newcomer Ministry
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Vision of St. Peter by-the-Lake
In response to our Lord Jesus Christ’s missional imperative
to
baptize
and teach all nations….and to love God and our
Kina
Cartee
neighbors
ourselves:
We the
clergy, vestry,
and people of
Director ofas
Christian
Formation
& Newcomer
Ministry
the Episcopal Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake commit
ourselves to:
*Walk in the Way (Spiritual growth through worship,
formation, repentance & prayer)
*Widen the Walls (Proclaiming the Good News by Word &
Example)
*Wake up the World (Striving for Justice & Peace. Respecting
the dignity of every person)

Mission of St. Peter by-the-Lake
In response to our parish vision: The mission of The Episcopal
Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake is to:
*Be Disciples: Engage

the World*

NOTE FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Please be sure to schedule all
reservations of the church facilities through the Parish Administrator so your
events can be placed on the Church’s main calendar. Thank you!
Check out our website!
Our web address is: www.saintpeterbythelake.net

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT
ST. PETER
BY-THE-LAKE
10AM on Wednesdays in the
Parlor. We hope you will join in to pray
together this "Prayer of the Heart".
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8:30AM Holy Eucharist
9:30AM Christian Formation
10:30AM Holy Eucharist

THE STEWARDSHIP CORNER
One of the definitions of Stewardship from the MerriamWebster dictionary is: “The careful and responsible management of
something entrusted to one’s care”. At work, I manage a team of
software developers. We currently have an initiative within our larger
team where if an individual team creates an application or software
service – that they “own” that application or service and are responsible
for keeping it current and maintained. While this was working in part,
we started noticing that by focusing on the “ownership” of a given
application or service, silos were being formed in our larger team
creating potential single points of failure. If a particular team was not
available to help fix a problem that arose with a given application or
service they owned – there was no one else there to help pick up the
pieces and make the necessary changes. So instead of an Application
Ownership Initiative – we are now focusing on an Application
Stewardship Initiative. While this seems like a small change in name
only – the ramifications are really fairly large. To “own” something
can be a very individual thing. To be a “steward” of something takes
that thing to a larger purpose. By being good stewards of the
applications and services we own, we are able to teach others so that
they can benefit from what our applications and services offer.
This same concept can be applied to our Christian lives. I believe that
one of Jesus’ messages for us is to own an individual relationship with
Him. To “own” getting to know Him and love Him as He loves us. But
the message and mission does not stop there. Once we have “honed”
that relationship by taking individual ownership of it, we must then be
good stewards and share it with others. By sharing our relationship and
walk with Jesus, we help others experience the same kind of love we
have encountered so that they too can walk the walk and “hone” their
relationship with Jesus. This will help all of us be better stewards of
the gifts we are given and help bring the light of Christ to all.
Remember, our charge is to be missional in our efforts to spread the
Good News of the Gospel. And while that may start with “ownership”
– it completes with “stewardship” What are you going to be a good
steward of in Christ’s kingdom today?
Faithfully yours,

Daniel Malyevac
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CONTGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
Joseph Plyler – Graduating from North Lincoln High School and
attending UNCC Business Honors College

Caroline Clements – graduating from HS and will be attending Auburn
Abbey Heil - Graduating from Mountain Island Lake Charter School
and will be attending NC State University, studying biomedical engineering
Ijeoma Eziri - Graduating from Providence Day School, Charlotte.
Heading to University of Pennsylvania (UPenn)

Patrick Hamby - graduating from East Lincoln High School
COLLEGE GRADUATES
David Plyler –
Graduating from Gastonia College
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Deanery Dinners
An Invitation from our Bishop
Centennial Dinner - Piedmont Deanery
The Laboratory Mill, Lincolnton
Tuesday, May 10, 2022
6:00pm to 9:00pm
Join Bishop José for a celebration of 100 years of ministry as an
Episcopal diocese! This will be an evening for all (laity and clergy alike)
in the Piedmont Deanery to gather for fun, food and fellowship. Each
registration includes a buffet dinner along with 2 tokens for beer or
wine. Cost is $40.00 per person. There will also be live music and we
hear that Bishop Jose might even play the drums!!
Follow this link to reserve your tickets:
https://www.diocesewnc.org/events-1/piedmont-deanery-dinner
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Vestry Minutes

March 21, 2022

Vestry Members Present: Jim Bowden, Jim Heil, Scott Major, Deania Russo,
Michele Moss(via phone), Dale Reading, Celine DeLuca, Michelle Stewart

Clergy Present: Father Ron Taylor, Cathy Wesson (Intern)
Other Members Present: Gary Johnston, Daphne Wagner
Opening Prayer: (Cathy Wesson)
Discussion/Decision:
Minutes: February minutes were approved with minor changes.
February Financials: (Jim Bowden)
 Total income is $37,529.77 and total budget for February is
$32,693.55. The good news is, we are above our budgeted
income year to date.
 Pledged receipts for November is $33,465 and the budget for
pledged receipts is $28,735.75, so we are doing very well there
too!
 Financials were accepted by vestry.
Junior Warden: (Updates from Deania Russo)
 Spring Parish Clean Up day is scheduled for April 9th. Sign Up
Genie has been created. Pine straw purchased and will be
delivered. Focus on interior lighting and dusting, Prayer Path
and Memorial Gardens. Tools to be provided.
 Looking to schedule next Roadside Clean up for Good Friday,
April 15th. More details to follow.
Discussion Topics:
 Memorial Garden - Adding Columbarium: A unit has been
picked out with 24 niches able to hold two cremains each. Due
to being a change to the Parish Property, Jim Bowden motioned
and Michelle Stewart seconded the change to the grounds and
the Vestry approved.
 2300 Mass Mailers have been sent out to 3 local USPS Mail
Carrier routes welcoming residents to Denver and St Peters by
the Lake.
 Finance Committee is looking at options to make it easier for
electronic donations/pledges to be made and will explore with
Peoples Bank about using Zelle. If this goes well, will look at
adding Venmo at a later date. Additional option may be
available through our accounting software Realm.
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Upcoming Events/Schedules: (Father Ron)
 St Peter by the Lake Camping Crusades meets for first outing
March 24-27.
 Lent Series Continues 3/23/2022
 Holy Happy Hour – Possibly 4/7 at Joey’s, more details to follow
 Spring Parrish Clean Up – 4/9
 Roadside Clean Up – 4/15
 Holy Week: 4/10 through 4/17
Closing Prayer: (Cathy Wesson)

Dear St. Peter Church Family,
I miss you all already.
Thank you for the way you welcomed me into the St.
Peter Family and made me one of your own. You stole
my heart. Thank you for your constant encouragement,
and your patience with my many mistakes.
I will carry your kindness with me. My time at St. Peter
has been, not simply a great learning experiences, but a
true joy and blessing in my life. I have loved every
minute we spent together. I will always hold all of you
in my prayers, and carry you in my heart.
God bless you all.

Cathy Wesson
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LADIES SPA DAY
Prior to COVID, the ladies of the church had periodic social events throughout the
year. We have not been able to get together since before the pandemic started.
With the infection rates at very low levels and mask mandates removed, it seems
like an opportune occasion to schedule an event. I was asked about doing another
spa day so here it is. Originally, I had sent out a note suggesting May 1st starting at
noon, but it appears there were many conflicts. To give folks a little bit more time
to plan and hopefully have more time on their calendars, we are now looking to do
this on May 22nd at noon. Denver Nails in the Westport Plaza will host the ladies of
St. Peter for this event. We will have wine & cheese and there is also the
opportunity to schedule spa services which include manicure, pedicure, nail sets
(SNS, Gel, acrylic, etc.), and waxing.
If you would like to attend, please let me know along
with if you are coming to socialize only or you would
also like to have a spa service while there. If you have
questions, please let me know. Jennifer Baker
704-607-5901 or jennifer-baker@charter.net

GRADUATES
Graduating Seniors Sunday will be on May 8th.
Please contact the church office if you have a member
of the parish graduating this year from high school or
college. Please let us know where you’re graduating
from and your future plans. Contact Kate at
spbtlkate@yahoo.com ASAP with name and details.
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FOCUS ON MISSION - OUTREACH TEAM
And do not neglect doing good and sharing;
for with such sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:16
A monthly highlight of organizations we support with our Time, Talent & Treasure.

BABY BOTTLE BOOMERANG! Last year YOU helped us raise $800
for Heartbeats Women Center supporting local women with
unplanned pregnancies. Our fundraiser runs from Mother’s Day to
Father’s Day.
Please consider taking home an empty baby bottle and collecting
your spare change, cash, or a check (made out to “HEARTBEATS”).
Sign your name on the log sheet and return all bottles by Father’s
Day. Because Heartbeats cares for every life, for over 20 years
they have offered pregnancy testing, information, and now free
ultrasounds to women facing an unplanned pregnancy - your
donation allows families to get the items needed to parent
effectively, to receive the education needed to make life-affirming
choices, and to provide the support needed to face each day with
courage.
Thank you for supporting our
local Heartbeats Women’s Center
fundraiser!!! For more information,
please contact Tricia Wagner at 704756-5511 or tricia@authortalk.org.
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Save the dates!
5 – 8 PM
June 12th
July 10th
August 14th
September 11th
October 9th
We hope you join us on the lawn and in the parking lot
at St. Peter by-the-Lake for some summer fun!

Food trucks and music each week will change up!
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MAY
Happy Anniversary
1 – Brian and Janeen Anderson
5 – Walter and Frances Smith
5 – Duane and Shannon Rinkus
6 – Scott and Melanie Garrett
6 – Christopher and Joan Wisham
9 – Chris and Laura Thornhill

14 – Terry & Betty Rowbotham
14 – Tom and Pamela Weed
18 – Richard and Linda Thyne
25- David and Susan Huizenga
26 – Andy and Arlene Halasz
29 – Bill and Jane Lifsey
30 – Phillip and Deania Russo

Happy Birthday
1 – Jill McPeak
1 – Duane Rinkus
2 – Stephanie Heil
2 – Stephanie Emmerson
3 – Jerry Mintun
3 – McKenzie Weed
4 – Matthew Gustis
4 – Peyton Passmore
4 – Beckett Rinkus
5 - Milena Aebischer
5 – Elaine Jacobs
5 – Todd McPeak
7 – Anne Sweet
10 – Madison Barger
11 – Larry Sweet
11 – Carter Sliwoski
13 – Brandy Rudd
14 – Marta Aebischer
14 – Eileen Kosmala

15 – Chris Thornhill
16 – Jennifer Baker
16 – Libby Barger
16 – Christina Feneque
16 – Joey Plyler
20 – Gamaliel Feneque
21 – Frances Smith
23 – Katie Hamby
26 – Karli Schappert
27 – John Engel
27 – Tyler Jarvis
29 – Richard Thyne
30 – Samantha Dwyer
30 – Jackson Schappert

19

STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector
704-618-7213 (cell)
Canismajorm41@yahoo.com

Kate D’Amato,
Parish Administrator
spbtlkate@yahoo.com

The Rev. Judith Cole, Deacon
704-483-4321 (home), 704-534-1496 (cell)
jpoteetcole@charter.net

Janice McGuire, Accounting
spbtljanice@yahoo.com
Jim Bowden, Accounting
Jhbowden727@gmail.com

Cathy Wesson, Diocesan Intern
lilangelskm@hotmail.com

Gary Johnston, Treasurer
geraldjohnston@charter.net

Leigh Ann Johnston, Organist/Director of Music
Kina Cartee, Director of Christian Formation &
Newcomers Ministry
spbtlkina@yahoo.com

Grimelda Alderman, Nursery Staff
Angeline Carmichael, Nursery
Staff

VESTRY
Senior Warden – Beckye Smith
Junior Warden – Deania Russo
Jim Bowden
Celine DeLuca
Jim Heil
Scott Major
Michele Moss
Dale Readling
Michelle Stewart
Clerk of the Vestry: Daphne Wagner
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