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MISSION STATEMENT:
"BE DISCIPLES: ENGAGE THE WORLD"

The First Sunday of Advent
November 27th, at 8:30 & 10:30AM
Holy Eucharist Rite I

Advent: The ‘already’ & the ‘not yet’
The Season of Advent has a tension built into it. It is a season
of expectancy and anticipation. It’s a season of preparation and
watchfulness. Advent also has a penitential character. It has been
seen as a parallel to Lent, with the same traditional color of the season.
Yet, God love us, we have peeked under the wrappings and
know that Christmas awaits, the Savior is coming but he is the one
who has already come! Alleluia!
“I was glad when they said to me, Let us go to the house of the
Lord.” (Psalm 122). This Psalm lives in the joy that pilgrims feel when
anticipating their journey to the holy city, the place they know or imagine that God touches earth. Singing this Psalm, we experience a joy
and a hope. We hope for a transformed world, for deliverance, for
‘shalom’, for a good end. Hope is not optional for the pilgrim. Nor is
the joy – so often proleptic, anticipated, long-awaited – reserved only
for the realization of our hopes, those moments when heaven touches the spot of earth where we are standing. We cannot save all our
joy for Christmas, or for the end of whatever journey we are on.
‘Advent’ is the coming of the holy, the realizing of that hope which
God has for our world. And it is our work to be ready, to rehearse, to
practice, to live that longed-for reality. (Paul Bellan-Boyer, A City
called Heaven)
Faithfully,
Father Ron

The Word of God

CENTERING PRAYER meeting in the parlor at 10AM on Wednesdays. Please join us!

Prelude
Opening Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
HYMNAL 56 (1-3)
The General Acclamation
BCP 323
The Collect for Purity
BCP 323
Summary of the Law
BCP 324
The ‘Kyrie” (sung at 10:30am)
BCP 324/S-91
The Collect of the Day
The First Lesson: Isaiah 2: 1-5
Psalm 122 (canted at 10:30am service) Cantor: Kathryn Graham
The Second Lesson: Romans 13: 11-14
Sequence Hymn: “Lo! He Comes, the Clouds Descending” HYMNAL 58 (1,4)
(Children leave for Children’s Chapel)

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 24: 36-44
The Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Ron Taylor
The Nicene Creed
Prayers of the People
Confession & Absolution
The Peace & Announcements

BCP 326
BCP 328
BCP 331

The Holy Communion
The Offertory & Choir Anthem
The Doxology
The Bidding Prayer
Eucharistic Prayer I
The ‘Sanctus’
The Great Amen
The Lord’s Prayer
Breaking of the Bread
‘Fraction Anthem’ (10:30am service) “Always Remember”
Communion of the People
Hymn at Communion: “I Come with Joy”
Post-Communion Prayer
The Blessing
Hymn: “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus ”
The Dismissal

BCP 333
HYMNAL S-114
(Danish 3-fold)
BCP 336
Songbook – 6
HYMNAL 304
BCP 339
Songbook – 22

COFFEE HOUR Join your fellow church goers after each service in Fotinos Hall for a cup
of coffee & cookie. We will have Coffee Hour after the 8:30am & the 10:30am services.
CHRISTIAN FORMATION – Volunteers are needed for Children’s
Chapel & Children’s Sunday School for the Month of December. Please visit the sign-up genius to volunteer - Scan the QR code
to the right!
United Thank Offering (UTO) boxes will be in the nave and in Fotinos Hall through the
month of November. 100% of the funds donated are granted the following year to support
innovative mission and ministry in the Episcopal Church. For more information go
to: www.episcopalchurch.com/uto
UPCOMING EVENTS
December 4th -> Advent Festival 5:00pm-7:30pm
December 11th -> Lessons & Carols 10:30am ONLY; 9:30am Christian Formation
December 24th -> 4PM—Christmas Pageant; 11PM—Candlelight Service
December 25th -> Christmas Day Service 9:00am NO CHRISTIAN FORMATION
January 1st -> New Year’s Day Service 9:00am NO CHRISTIAN FORMATION
ADVENT FESTIVAL
We are still in need of 3-4 volunteers to help with crafts at the Advent Festival. Both are
very simple crafts, so you don’t have to be “artistic” to be able to help. Please email Deania
Russo at D.Russo@SPBTL.com or call/text 704-706-4150 if you can help.
EAST LINCOLN COMMUNITY CHORUS CHRISTMAS CONCERT:
Letters to Santa held December 1st & 2nd at 7:30pm and December 3rd at 4pm at Unity Presbyterian Church. Come see our very own—Peggy Long, Michelle Stewart, John Stewart, and Daniel
Malyevac sing in this yearly event! The ELCC never disappoints—they put on a fabulous show!

Angel Gift Outreach for East Lincoln Christian Ministry!
We invite you to participate in our annual gift giving opportunity to help the less fortunate in
East Lincoln. Once you purchase the designated gift ($25-30), please bring back your
unwrapped gift before Sunday, November 30th. Full details are on the back of each
angel tag.
If you chose a red tag for ELCM Home Meals program, please make your check payable to
ELCM, noting Home Meals in the memo line and place in my (Courtenay Smith’s) mailbox
at church.
Your generosity could bring Christmas joy and hope to someone who may not have much
of that in their life right now. Contact Courtenay (cousmi58@gmail.com / 704-813-7739)
with any questions or concerns.
PARISH FINANCIAL UPDATE

Accounts
Total Revenues
Total Expenses
Net Total

Year to Date
$363,723.85
$332,591.69
$31,132.16

Budget to Date Remaining Budget
$342,192.49 -$21,531.36
$327,722.64
-$4,869.05
$14,469.85
-$16,662.31
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REFRAIN: I was glad when the said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

REFRAIN: I was glad when the said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

REFRAIN: I was glad when the said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

2

Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
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Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;

3

Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;

REFRAIN: I was glad when the said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

REFRAIN: I was glad when the said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

4

To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord, *
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the Lord.
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the tribes of the Lord, *
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to praise the Name of the Lord.
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For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.
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Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
"May they prosper who love you.
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Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.
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For my brethren and companions' sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.
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For my brethren and companions' sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.
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Because of the house of the Lord our God, *
I will seek to do you good."
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