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    For 2000 years the Christian 

Church has been said to 

proclaim what is called the 

‘Good News.’ That news is that 

God became one of us in the 

person of Jesus of Nazareth. He 

proclaimed a coming Kingdom 

of God. He was taught love, 

compassion, and forgiveness. 

He healed the sick. He was 

arrested, beaten, crucified, was buried, and on the third 

day he rose from the dead. He is the author of the 

forgiveness of all our sins. He will one day come again. 

These things are all at the heart of the ‘Good News.’ This 

phrase (good news) comes to us in the New Testament 

from the Greek word ‘Evangelion’. And it’s from there that 

we get the English word…Evangelism. 

     As I spoke about in a couple of recent sermons, 

evangelism is not a dirty word. In fact, it’s a wonderful 

word. It’s nothing more or less than a heartfelt and 

genuine sharing of this good news with others in word and 

deed when the situations are right. It is definitely not some 

of the stereotypes we may have in our minds of those 

standing on street corners, or those who attempt to 

‘convert’ others through manipulation or coercion.  

     For us as Episcopalian Christians, evangelism comes 

from The Gospels and other stories in the New Testament, 

and also from the Baptismal Covenant in our Book of 

Common Prayer. In the services of Baptism and again at 

Confirmation, we are challenged with these words: 

     “Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 

News of God in Christ.” 

 

FROM 

THE 

RECTOR
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And we answer: “I will with God’s help.” These are action 

words. They call us to active involvement in our faith. To 

proclaim is to ‘do’. We are called upon to ‘do’ things using 

both words and deeds. Evangelism can be something like 

feeding the hungry, or housing the homeless. It can be 

visiting those who are sick, in prison, or homebound. 

Evangelism can be repairing someone’s home, or caring for 

a sick neighbor. Evangelism can also be gently sharing 

what God in Christ means to you. It can be sharing how 

you have seen God active and present in your own life, 

and how this presence has changed you over the years. 

Evangelism can be an invitation to attend Church services. 

It can be an invitation to a church dinner, or to EYC, or to a 

study. Real evangelism can and does show up in our lives 

in a hundred different ways. If Jesus Christ has changed 

our lives, and if our relationship to God through the 

Church does make a positive difference, then why would 

we not want to share that with others in the right context? 

Lives get changed and the Church is always renewed best 

through personal invitation.  

     We’re going to be more intentional about these things in 

days to come. An Evangelism & Church Vitality Team is 

going to be formed before this Spring. If you would like to 

be a part of this kind of renewal, then reach out and let me 

know. Sharing our faith is good, and should be natural. It’s 

nothing less than doing what Jesus himself called us to do 

at the end of Matthew’s Gospel: “Go then, to all people 

everywhere, and make them my disciples. Baptize them in 

the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. And 

teach them everything I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28: 

19-20) 
 

Faithfully, 
 

Father Ron    
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God our heavenly Father, Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

and God's holy Spirit are with us.  God will always be with 

you in every season and event of life.  He is faithful; I am a 

testament to that! 
 

Thank you for the beautiful celebration on Sunday, January 

29 at the occasion of my retirement.  Your cards and gifts 

and love are with me forever. 
 

My St. Peters family, the body of Christ in our part of God' 

kingdom, I love you; you are always in my prayers. 
 

In Christ's great love, 

+Deacon Judy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Way of the Heart 

By Deacon Judy Cole 
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The month of February is often thought of as gloomy and dreary.  

It is stuck between the joyful celebrations of the Christmas season 

and the festivities of the Easter Season.  The days are still short, 

and many people are experiencing mostly cold dreary weather.  

The hymn text for “Joyful, Joyful,  We Adore Thee” is a great hymn 

to focus on for February.  It was penned during a bleak, dark 

period of history just prior to World War I.  The words are 

attributed to Henry Van Dyke.   

While serving as a guest preacher at Williams College, Van Dyke 

was inspired by the Berkshire Mountains.  It has been said that 

Van Dyke handed the poem to the president of the college, saying: 

“Here is a hymn for you. Your mountains were my inspiration. It 

must be sung to the music of Beethoven’s ‘Hymn to Joy.’” 

(umcdiscipleship.org)  The poem/hymn appeared in the 3rd 

edition of Van Dyke’s Book of Poems (1911). 

In stanza one, Van Dyke uses the metaphor of light, the antithesis 

of darkness, to express joy.   “Clouds of sin and sadness” disperse. 

“Dark and doubt” are driven away. The final line of stanza one 

petitions the “Giver of immortal gladness” to “fill us with the light 

of day.”  The second stanza paints a vivid picture of God manifest 

in the beauty of nature.  The third stanza extends to the human 

creation and the brotherhood of humanity. Since God is the Father 

of humanity, Christ is our brother. 

The adaptation of Beethoven’s melody from the final movement 

of his Ninth Symphony makes the perfect companion to this text. 

Beethoven never actually wrote a hymn tune, but a number of 

texts have been adapted to his melody. Van Dyke’s text is the 

most widely known hymn text using this tune.  

 
MUSIC NOTES 
           By: LeighAnn Johnston 
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During the month of February, think of the joyous music of 

Beethoven and the inspiring words of Van Dyke as we move 

through the darkness and gloom toward the light of Easter.   

 

 

 
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, Op’ning to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; Drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us with the light of day! 

 

ll Thy works with joy surround Thee, Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 

Stars and angels sing around Thee, Center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 

Singing bird and flowing fountain Call us to rejoice in Thee. 

 

Thou art giving and forgiving, Ever blessing, ever blest, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, Ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, All who live in love are Thine; 

Teach us how to love each other, Lift us to the joy divine. 

 

Mortals, join the happy chorus, Which the morning stars began; 

Father love is reigning o’er us, Brother love binds man to man. 

Ever singing, march we onward, Victors in the midst of strife, 

Joyful music leads us Sun-ward In the triumph song of life. 
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Vision of St. Peter by-the-Lake 

In response to our Lord Jesus Christ’s missional imperative 

to baptize and teach all nations….and to love God and our 

neighbors as ourselves:  We the clergy, vestry, and people of 

the Episcopal Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake commit 

ourselves to: 

*Walk in the Way (Spiritual growth through worship, 

formation, repentance & prayer) 

*Widen the Walls (Proclaiming the Good News by Word & 

Example) 

*Wake up the World (Striving for Justice & Peace. Respecting 

the dignity of every person) 

 

Mission of St. Peter by-the-Lake 

In response to our parish vision: The mission of The Episcopal 

Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake is to: *Be Disciples: Engage 

the World* 

 

NOTE FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR:  Please be sure to schedule all 
reservations of the church facilities through the Parish Administrator so your 

events can be placed on the Church’s main calendar.      Thank you! 
 

Check out our website! 

Our web address is: www.saintpeterbythelake.net 

 
 

 

 
 

10AM on Wednesdays in the 
Parlor. We hope you will join in to pray 

together this "Prayer of the Heart". 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

ST. PETER  

BY-THE-LAKE 

 

8:30AM  Holy Eucharist  
9:30AM Christian Formation 

10:30AM   Holy Eucharist 

http://www.saintpeterbythelake.net/
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THE STEWARDSHIP CORNER  
 

“We love because he first loved us.”  - 1 John 4:19  

 

God loved us before we were ever capable of loving Him and through 

His example, it is a reminder of our need to love others. In the month 

of February, the hearts, roses and chocolates remind us that it is the 

month of love. What better way to show Christ’s love, than to love one 

another as He loved us?  This is really not even a suggestion, but a 

commandment that Jesus gave to His disciples at the Last Supper. The 

words sound easy, but the task is not.  

 

Our society seems to want to keep us divided by all of the ways we 

are different, and in some cases make us think that we can only be 

friends with or socialize with those that think the way we do, believe 

the same things we believe…”if you are not with me you must be 

against me” mentality. It is very easy to get caught up in this way of 

thinking and in this way of life. It is a much easier road to travel when 

we are never challenged.  

 

Being good stewards of our lives challenges us to have our hearts so 

full of love that it flows to all of our neighbors, including those who 

are not like us. Embracing those who are different than us and 

showing them love and acceptance. This does not mean that we have 

to agree with someone or that you are condoning bad behaviors, it 

means respecting and refraining from anger which usually leads to 

revenge.  

 

During this month of love, go and be good stewards of your lives and 

love one another as Christ loved us. And remember, He first loved us.  

 

Peace and Love, 

 

Rebecca Smith 
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WHAT IS FINANCIAL PEACE? 
 

Why would I need to attend the Dave Ramsey Financial Peace course 

being offered at St. Peter by the Lake?  I have a financial advisor; I know 

how to budget; things are a little more expensive with inflation, but 

we’re managing.  All good things, but that is not all that this course 

entails. 
 

Usually when we think about a financial seminar, our first thought is – 

oh, this is all about retirement.  Well, I’m 30 and don’t need to think 

about it.  Well, I’m 55-60 and if I don’t have it figured out by now, it’s 

too late.  Neither of these things could be farther from the truth.  I know 

when I was 30 and raising a young child, retirement was so far away it 

wasn’t even on my horizon.  If I only knew then what I know now!!  

Where have you heard that before?  And I WAS that other soldier!!  

Charlie and I were in fact 50 and had not saved one penny for 

retirement.  I had budgeted my entire life, but after a divorce, a 

remarriage, and three children in college at the same time, where was 

there any money for retirement?  Not excuses – just reality. 
 

As for inflation and things being more expensive, what would it be like 

to not have to even worry about any of that?  How would it feel to 

know you had enough set aside for any contingency? 
 

All of the issues and questions above and more are included and will be 

answered in the Financial Peace course we will be offering for nine 

weeks every Monday starting on February 13, 2023 from 6:30 to 8 pm.  

There is a signup genius for this in the weekly update as well as the 

church Facebook page. 
 

Charlie and I have taken this course and can’t begin to tell you the 

difference it has made in our lives.  While we are not millionaires, we 

are not living hand to mouth or wondering how we will pay the bills.  

We are able to contribute faithfully to St. Peter’s as well as other 

charities that do so much good.  We have put our three children 

through college and are able to leave something for them after we are 

gone. 
 

The cost for the nine-week commitment is $85 per person/couple, and 

we can speak from personal experience – it may well be the best time 

and money commitment you will ever make!!   

  
       DIANE JOHNSON, RAMSEY COORDINATOR 
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Vestry Minutes  November 12, 2022 

Vestry Members Present: Jim Bowden, Celine Deluca, Scott Major, Jim Heil, 
Michele Moss,  Dale Readling, Beckye Smith, Michelle Stewart 
Clergy Present: Father Ron Taylor 
Other Members Present:  Daphne Wagner, Bill Reid, Jessica Gustis, Pamela 
Weed 
Opening Prayer: (Father Ron) 
Discussion/Decision:    
Minutes:  November minutes were approved. 
November Financials: (Jim Bowden)  

 Our total income for December as of 12/12/22 was $17,305 and the 
total budget for December so far is $32,693.  Our total annual budget 
for this year is $392,322.60, and our actual for YTD is $400,636.80, 
compared to our budgeted YTD of $372,284.62. Our financials look 
good for December.  

 As far as our pledged receipts, we are in good shape.  More people are 
turning in their pledges.   

 Vestry voted to move the remaining Music Concert Series funds from 
designated accounts 809400 ("Music Concert Series"; negative 
$9,271.09) and 809500 ("Music Concert Series Ticket Purchase"; 
positive $14,545.30) to account 807800 the "New Kitchen Fund". The 
total amount to be moved is $5,274.21.  Vestry approved. 

 

Budget/Stewardship update: (Jim Heil) 

 The 2023 Budget of $415,207.34 was motioned and approved by 
Vestry. The final pledge amount included in the 2023 Budget is 
$360,000. Total actual pledges for 2023 is expected to be slightly 
higher as a few additional pledges are received.   

  
Rector Housing Allowance Resolution 2023 (Jim Heil)  

 Rector housing allowance of $30,041.01 was separately motioned and 
approved by Vestry.  

 
Junior Warden: (Jim Heil) 

 All the black exterior post lights are out and need to be fixed. There is 
also a can light out located near the bells. 

 Jim put in some door seals to stop the critters from coming in.  
 

Senior Warden: (Beckye Smith) 

 The elevator is due for another inspection. 
 

Election of Wardens: (Father Ron)  

 Father Ron nominated Jim Heil as Senior Warden and Michele Moss as 

Junior Warden for 2023. 



13 

 

 
Vestry Retreat: (Father Ron) 

 Friday and Saturday January 20th and 21st will be our Vestry Retreat. 

We will bunk in The Farmhouse at Valle Crucis. Cost is $90 per person. 
 

Upcoming Events/Schedules: (Father Ron) 

 Saturday, December 24th Christmas Eve Services at 4 pm & 11 pm. 

 Sunday, December 25th Christmas Day Service at 9 am.  

 Sunday, January 1st New Year’s Day Service 9 am. 

 Friday January 6th. Twelfth Night Festival. Dinner at 6pm show at 7 pm. 

 Sunday January 29th, Church Annual Meeting. 
 

Closing Prayer: (Father Ron) 
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ASH WEDNESDAY COLLECTION RECIPIENT 
 

The Mission-Outreach Team has chosen Hesed House as the recipient of 

the Special Offering on Ash Wednesday. An envelope will be available 

so you can put your cash or check (Made out to St. Peters with Hesed 

House in the memo line) and put it in the Collection plate. Only funds in 

the envelope or those showing Hesed House in the memo will be 

included in the donation. If you are not able to attend Church, you can 

mail in a check made out to St. Peter by-the-Lake with Hesed House in 

the memo line. 

 

HESED HOUSE OF HOPE. “HOPE ONE" 

     Housing   Outreach    Prayer     Education for Employment 
 

 The Hesed House of Hope is a non-profit organization and is currently 

the only homeless shelter in Lincoln County. With kindness, we blend 

our collective hearts as one to shelter and feed those in need. Hesed 

House has no County funding and a full house. You'll be glad to know 

that our two new family suites that were added last year are housing 

families with teenagers and young children going to school. Can you just 

imagine? 
 

Claire  Tracy   Mission/ Outreach Representative 

____________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

A monthly highlight of organizations we support with our Time, Talent & Treasure. 

FOCUS ON MISSION - OUTREACH TEAM 
And do not neglect doing good and sharing;  

for with such sacrifices God is pleased.   Hebrews 13:16 
 

 

 

 

ANSWERED PRAYERS MINISTRY 
We are off to a great start St. Peters!  Our partnership with St. Mark's in Gastonia 
to help them with a ministry called 'Answered Prayers' has benefited from your 
generosity.  
 

So...when you come to Church please, if you can, bring the following items with you 
on each designated Sunday; 

 1st Sunday of the month: 16 Oz. bottled water 

 2nd Sunday of the month: 16 Oz. canned vegetables 

 3rd Sunday of the month: Toilet Paper/and or bar soap 

 4th Sunday of the month:  Vienna Sausages/7 Oz. canned beenie weenies. 
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2 – John & Brenda Ekdahl 
5 – Jim & Ann Bowden 
14 – Ronnie & Brandy Rudd 
14 – Tom & Mib Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 

Happy Anniversary 

Happy Birthday 

13 – Ellie Ortner 

13 – Bill Reid 

14 – Trudy Halley 

14 – Rezan Solmaz 

15 – Steve Hiney 

16 – Garry Beam 

19 – Maddie Himes 

20 – Megan Passmore 

22 – Donna Brown 

22 –Wendy Kelly 

25 – Emeka Eziri 

25 – Tiffany Ferebee 

26 – Daniel Kosmala 

26 – Gloria Reid 

27 – Isabella Ann Seminara 

 

 

 

 

1 – Davey Plyler 

3 – Betty Megard 

3 – Scott Major 

6 – Betty Emmerson 

6 – Susan Fleming 

6 – Ed Melesh 

6 – Martha Morgan 

7 – Marianne Boles 

7 - Carter Little 

7 – Emily Ortner 

11 – Adanna Eziri 

11 – Gilbert Moore 

12 – Tuck Ridlehoover 

12 – Gary Jarvis 

12 – Baylor Cartee 
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The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector 
704-618-7213 (cell)  Fr.ron@spbtl.com 

 
Leigh Ann Johnston 

 Organist/Director of Music 

 
Deania Russo 

Director of Christian Formation  
& Newcomers Ministry  

 d.russo@spbtl.com  
 

Kate D’Amato 
Parish Administrator 

kate@spbtl.com 
 

Janice McGuire, Accounting 
spbtljanice@yahoo.com 
Jim Bowden, Accounting 

Jhbowden727@gmail.com 
 

Gary Johnston, Treasurer 
geraldjohnston@charter.net 

 

Senior Warden – Jim Heil    
Junior Warden – Michele Moss 

Jim Bowden 
Celine DeLuca 
Jessica Gustis 
Connie Mathis 
Dale Readling 

Bill Reid 
Pamela Weed 

Clerk of the Vestry:   Daphne Wagner 

 

  STAFF 

VESTRY  

mailto:spbtljanice@yahoo.com
mailto:Jhbowden727@gmail.com
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