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Here at St. Peter by-the-Lake
FROM
the month of November begins
THE
with one of my favorite ‘feastRECTOR
day’ celebrations of the year:
All Saints Sunday. I love the
liturgy for this special day, as
well as the music. ‘I Sing a
Song of the Saints of God’ is in
my top five favorite hymns of
all time! I love stopping for a
few moments to remember all the special people who have
helped shaped this parish, our community, and my own
family. This observance just starts the month out right.
Of course, November also brings with it our national
observance of Thanksgiving. I always eat way too much
food and watch some great football. But it’s the love and
presence of family that always makes any holiday so very
special. For those in our church community who are not
traveling on this day, let me make another suggestion.
Before the food, football, and family, come to St. Peter’s at
9am Thanksgiving morning and give thanks to God for all
our many blessings. Our Holy Eucharist service this day is
quiet, reflective, and peaceful. It’s a great time to rest for a
few minutes and be strengthened through the liturgy and
sacraments.
Also, let me remind everyone that our worship on
Thursdays is not relegated only to a day like
Thanksgiving. On most Thursday nights, at 6:30pm, we
offer a service of Holy Eucharist with an option to come to
the altar rail for anointing of oil and intercessory prayers.
I’ve seen firsthand that those services are meeting a need
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for folks who need prayers either for themselves, or for
someone else they know who is in need. Anointing of oil
and healing prayers has a long history in the Christian
Church, going all the way back to New Testament times.
Then, the month of November draws to a close with the
ending of the present Church year cycle, and the beginning
of a brand new one with the beginning of Advent. As
November begins to change over to December we begin
once again to look forward to the coming of the Messiah
into our world. We do this through worship, fellowship,
pageantry and prayers. I pray that you will come and be a
part of this cycle, a part of this annual transformation. May
your November be filled with prayer, with worship, with
expectation, and with the love of Christ.
Faithfully,
Father Ron

November 24th
9AM
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The Way of the Heart
By Deacon Judy Cole
Our Nursing Home Ministry Team takes special treats to Lakewood
Care Center residents on Optimist Club Road. Our Team Leader,
Deacon Judy, and our other team members supply the treats. The
families of these residents almost never visit, call, or provide desired
items. We at St. Peters are family to them; the items we supply let
them know they are loved, and the items surround them with joy.
There are many items you can provide without purchasing. There may
be items in your drawers or closet at home which you are not using. Or,
when you are shopping perhaps you could add an item or two for these
residents who feel utterly alone. If you can supply any of these items,
please place them in the parlor on, or under the desk, and I will take
them to the Lakewood residents.
TOILETRIES THAT ARE UNUSED WHEN YOU TRAVEL, when
brought to the parlor, mean the world to these residents sometimes
described as among the poorest of the poor in Lincoln County, the
residents of Lakewood Care Center.
SOX YOU ARE NOT WEARING, TOILETERIES YOU HAVE AT HOME
BUT WILL NOT USE, SPRAY PERFUME OR COLOGNE, LOTION,
SLIPPERS YOU WILL NOT USE, PENS AND NOTE PADS, Or perhaps
when you are purchasing items at Walmart or a dollar store, you might
add a few word search, crossword, or adult coloring books.
PEPPERMINT HARD CANDY (to help with the lingering unpleasant
taste left by many medicines).
SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, or similar toiletries.
With these items they know they are remembered and loved.
Faithfully and looking under the parlor desk,

+Deacon Judy
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MUSIC NOTES
By: LeighAnn Johnston

We begin the month of November celebrating the Saints who have
gone before us. Near the end of November, we celebrate
Thanksgiving and focus on being thankful for all our blessings.
Immediately, I thought about having an “attitude of gratitude” which
led me to remember one of my favorite children’s musicals.
“Back At the Creekbank” was written by Kathie Hill and Janet
McMahan in the 1980’s. It shares “fishing wisdom” imparted by Mr.
Jenkins (the only adult character) to the youth during a fishing outing.
While it may seem there is an abundance of hate and hateful
comments and social media posts, today, there are also plenty of
positive comments and uplifting stories. It’s just a matter of our
attitudes. How do you look at a rainstorm which pops up during a day
at the lake (or at the creek)? Are you Humbly Grateful or Grumbly
Hateful? I don’t need to elaborate on the meaning behind the verses
of this song. Read the words and let’s all work on being a positive
light and on seeing the rainbow rather than the storm. Happy
November everyone!

“Humbly grateful or grumbly hateful”
Are you humbly grateful or grumbly hateful?
What’s your attitude?
Do you grumble and groan or let it be knownyou’re grateful for all God’s done for you?
When Jonah found himself in the belly of a whale,
did he cause a riot inside?
No! He headed for shore with his message from God
and thanked the Lord for the free ride!
Are you humbly grateful or grumbly hateful?
What’s your attitude?
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Do you grumble and groan or let it be knownyou’re grateful for all God’s done for you?
When Silas found himself in the Roman jail,
did he think that he’d been done wrong?
No! He got acquainted with the others inside,
and he and Paul led a sing-a-long! (“Oh, How I Love Jesus”)
Are you humbly grateful or grumbly hateful?
What’s your attitude?
Do you grumble and groan or let it be knownyou’re grateful for all God’s done for you?
When Noah found himself in the floatin’ zoo,
did he ever try to jump ship?
No! For forty days and for forty long nights,
he cleared the deck on that long trip!
Are you humbly grateful or grumbly hateful?
What’s your attitude?
Do you grumble and groan or let it be knownyou’re grateful for all God’s done for you?
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SPBTL Family, I cannot
say THANK YOU enough.
Our Fall Festival & Trick or
Treat Trail was an
amazing success, and it
was all due to all of you
volunteering to help. We welcomed over 200 adults, kids,
dogs & cats to play games, snag some goodies, get their
face painted or get some tattoos, and then have a yummy
treat while watching a movie. I think this event is here to
stay, and the Christian Formation team will work to pick out a
day & time for next year so we can get in on the calendar.

Christian
Formation News

Now we get to switch gears and get ready for Advent and all
of the worship and fun that comes with it. Be on the lookout
for sign-ups for the Christmas Pageant, Advent Festival
supplies and volunteers needed, and the Adopt-A-Family list
of needs. Sign-ups will also be coming out for 12th Night
seating with a new twist this
year. I can’t wait to celebrate
the holiday season with you all.
Peace & Love,

Deania Russo
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ANSWERED PRAYERS MINISTRY
We are off to a great start St. Peters! Our partnership with St. Mark's in Gastonia to
help them with a ministry called 'Answered Prayers' has benefited from your
generosity.
So...when you come to Church please, if you can, bring the following items with you
on each designated Sunday;
 1st Sunday of the month: 16 Oz. bottled water
 2nd Sunday of the month: 16 Oz. canned vegetables
 3rd Sunday of the month: Toilet Paper/and or bar soap
 4th Sunday of the month: Vienna Sausages/7 Oz. canned beenie weenies.
Bring those items on those particular Sundays each month and drop them off in the rear of Furr
Hall (there are tables clearly labeled for ANSWERED PRAYERS.) Thank you so much for helping out
8 as we would ourselves.'
this important ministry to help 'love our neighbors

Vision of St. Peter by-the-Lake
In response to our Lord Jesus Christ’s missional imperative
to baptize and teach all nations….and to love God and our
neighbors as ourselves: We the clergy, vestry, and people of
the Episcopal Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake commit
ourselves to:
*Walk in the Way (Spiritual growth through worship,
formation, repentance & prayer)
*Widen the Walls (Proclaiming the Good News by Word &
Example)
*Wake up the World (Striving for Justice & Peace. Respecting
the dignity of every person)

Mission of St. Peter by-the-Lake
In response to our parish vision: The mission of The Episcopal
Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake is to:
*Be Disciples: Engage

the World*

NOTE FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Please be sure to schedule all
reservations of the church facilities through the Parish Administrator so your
events can be placed on the Church’s main calendar. Thank you!
Check out our website!
Our web address is: www.saintpeterbythelake.net
SUNDAY WORSHIP AT
ST. PETER
BY-THE-LAKE
10AM on Wednesdays in the
Parlor. We hope you will join in to pray
together this "Prayer of the Heart".
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8:30AM Holy Eucharist
9:30AM Christian Formation
10:30AM Holy Eucharist

THE STEWARDSHIP CORNER
By now hopefully you have received your Stewardship packet either in
person or by mail. When I asked Charlie which ministries he had signed
up for, he replied, “none” because after filling out the front page, he never
turned it over to see the two full pages of ministry opportunities. While
we all realize that our pledge of treasure is a vital part of sustaining St.
Peter by the Lake, so, too, is our pledge of time and talent.
About eight or ten years ago, Beth Lunney asked us to teach Sunday
School for our youth. We were initially reluctant thinking we were not
qualified and had no idea what to do. We were pleasantly surprised when
Kina Cartee gave us the material – it was straight forward, easy to follow,
and everything we needed was provided. That was still the case when
we signed up twice already this year with Deania Russo at the helm.
We have a picture on our refrigerator of that first Sunday we taught many
years ago. With us are a much younger Ellie Rinkus, one of the Hamby
boys (not sure which one), and Ava and Andrew Anzalone (Andrew not
needing to shave yet). The Cartee brothers and Boone Russo have also
been among the youth in class with us. This ministry has been a
wonderful chance for us to interact with the youth in the parish, to hear
their perspectives, and teach and encourage them as they find their own
spirituality. Thank you, Beth Lunny, for introducing us to this wonderful
ministry.
I share our experience with you to encourage you all to consider signing
up for just one Sunday. You may find that you are just as blessed as we
have been by saying “yes” either on your own initiative or when asked.
As one commercial says – try it, you’ll like it.
Diane Johnson,
Stewardship Chair
United Thank Offering (UTO) boxes will
be in the nave and in Fotinos Hall through
the month of November. 100% of the funds
donated are granted the following year to
support innovative mission and ministry in
the Episcopal Church. For more information go
to: www.episcopalchurch.com/uto

10

Vestry Minutes September 19, 2022
Vestry Members Present: Celine Deluca, Scott Major, Jim Heil, Connie Mathis,
Michele Moss
Clergy Present: Father Ron Taylor, Deacon Judy
Other Members Present: Daphne Wagner
Opening Prayer: (Deacon Judy)
Discussion/Decision:
Minutes: August minutes were approved.
August Financials: (Jim Heil for Gary Johnston)
 Only 4,000 off for income vs spending and for August that is good.
Financials look good and solid. Financially we are doing great, with
pledged receipts up, but our time and talent contributions are a little
lower than pre-covid..
Junior Warden: (Jim Heil)
 We still need to spend more time getting the elevator set up for
inspections.
 The lights in the narthex are finally fixed.
 Weedman has treated the lawn and the weeds are mostly gone.
Ronnies company is taking care of paying for their services which is
very nice.
 The parish workday went well with a lighter but effective crowd. The
flower beds got cleaned up nicely and the trees trimmed away from
the parking lot.
 The mulch is here but haven’t gotten it moved yet. Jim will plan to get
the skid steer and move the mulch around so EYC can spread it later.
 The left-over pine straw is stacked up ready to use, so we will wait and
spread it later in the year after more weeds die off.
 Michele Moss is taking care of the banister that has a small spot on it
from a water leak. It is the one facing the altar, to the left of the loft.
She and her husband will sand and clear coat it.
Senior Warden: (no report)
Retreat to Valle Crucis: (Father Ron)
 Our numbers are low, we need 50 people in total to attend to break
even. We are encouraging more people to come.
Diocesan Convention: (Father Ron)
 The convention is November 11th & 12th at the Trinity Church in
Asheville. Michael Curry will be the presiding Bishop. Jim Heil and
Connie Mathis will be our delegates.
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2023 Parish 50th Anniversary: (Father Ron)
We need to put together a committee to decide what events we want to have
for the St. Peter By-The-Lake 50th anniversary celebration. The official
anniversary will be 11/18/23.
Upcoming Events/Schedules: (Father Ron)
 Friday and Saturday, September 23rd & 24th Father Ron is in Asheville
for a wedding.
 Sunday, October 2nd is Stewardship kickoff. This is where everyone
will get their time and talent sheets.
 Friday through Sunday, October 7th-9th is our Valle Crucis church
retreat.
 Starting Monday, October 10th-12th, Father Ron is at the annual clergy
conference at Lake Logan.
 Monday, October 17th is our next Vestry meeting.
Deacon Report: (Deacon Judy)
•
Things at Lakewood are going very well, we have two more people
interested in our Lakewood Care Center Team.
Closing Prayer: (Deacon Judy)

THANKSGIVING BASKETS
Our Christmas Food Baskets will become Thanksgiving
Food Baskets this year! (December has several activities and
donation opportunities, and a decision was made to move the
Food Baskets to November.)

Please help - Items needed are as follows:
 Peanut Butter
 Canned Hams
 Soups/Stews
 High quality Canned Veggies
 Snack Items, Crackers, Dried Fruit
Food should be dropped off by November 18th. Delivery
on November 19th. THANK YOU!
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FOCUS ON MISSION - OUTREACH TEAM
And do not neglect doing good and sharing;
for with such sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:16
A monthly highlight of organizations we support with our Time, Talent & Treasure.

Angel Gift Outreach
for East Lincoln Christian Ministry!
We invite you to participate in our annual gift giving opportunity
to help the less fortunate in East Lincoln. Hundreds of ANGEL
TAGS with gift wishes on them are out in the community at this
time. We’ll have 50 of these tags hung in Fotinos Hall starting on
November 8th. Please choose a tag (or 2!), write your name and
phone number beside the appropriate gift wish on the sheet next
to the hanging tags, purchase the designated gift ($25-30), and

bring back your unwrapped gift before Sunday,
November 30th. Full details are on the back of each angel tag.
You may also (or instead) want to consider picking up one of the
red tags for ELCM’s Home Meals program. Just $30 covers a
week of meals for elderly and homebound persons in our area.
Please make your check payable to ELCM, noting Home Meals in
the memo line and place in my (Courtenay Smith’s) mailbox at
church.
Your generosity could bring
Christmas joy and hope to someone
who may not have much of that in
their life right now. Contact
Courtenay (cousmi58@gmail.com /
704-813-7739) with any questions
or concerns.
The Mission-Outreach Team thanks you for supporting this
East Lincoln Christian Ministry program.
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Advent 2022
Advent Season will be starting in six weeks and we are looking forward
to celebrating the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ ……
We are starting preparations to publish the 22 edition of the Advent
Devotional ….. and we would really like to have you participate by
writing a devotion and having your children write one too.
What makes this devotional so special is the fact fellow members write
personal devotions about:
 Family Christmas traditions
th

 Memorable past Christmases
 What Advent Season/Christmas means to them
 Special “God Moments”
 Favorite scriptures
 Favorite stories/poems written by their family (for example,
their Mothers, Fathers, Sisters, Brothers, etc.)
It is very special to participate in daily devotions during Advent and
have the inspirational experience to enjoy a few words written by fellow
St Peter parishioners.
So please take a few moments and write a devotion ….. it does not have
to be long or a “Biblical Epistle” ….. just from you ! This year we would
like to make an extra special request to help your children write a
devotion also ! Devotions written by our youth are “special” and
enriches our Advent experience.
Please complete and submit by November 13 . If you have any
questions, please contact us. (704) 663-9004.
Jeanne & Bud Hawkins
P.S. Please place devotion in our Church mailbox, or transmit via E-mail,
word format to budhawkins@charter.net …… Thanks, in advance, for
your support !
th
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November
Happy Anniversary
1 – Bob and Claire Tracy
3 – Chad and Katie Hamby
8 – Larry and Anne Sweet
15 – Elaine Jacobs and Hope Paasch

19 – Matthew and Marta Aebischer
24 – Catherine and Steve Hiney
24 – Richard and Pat Wilson
25 – Hal and Claudia Shinn

Happy Birthday
18 – Brian Anderson

1 – Andrew Anzalone

18 – Butch Yarbrough

2 – Marissa Duck
2 – John Stewart

19– David Matousek

6 – Porter Ridlehoover

20- Ryan Grant
20 – Weston Smith

8 – Kelechi Eziri

21 – Janeen Anderson

8 – Rachel Cartee

22– Josette Anzalone

9 – Eli Readling

22 – Michael Logan

9 – Julia Williams

23– Emily Gentry

10 – Robert Villegas

23 – Ryan Grant

10– Michelle Stewart

23 – Skylar AJello

12 – Claudia Crist

23 – Christopher AJello

13- Kellan Clancy

24 – Charles Johnson

13 – Rodney Pressley

24 – Linda Thyne

14 – Katharine Horne O’Connor

24 – Pat Wilson

15 – Tom Reinken

25 – Jim Kosmala

15 – Mark Sliwoski

27 – William Shelnett

16 – Lauren Engel

28 – Rebecca Smith

16 – Conrad Wease

29 – Caroline Dalton

17 – Celine Deluca
17 – Walter Smith
17 – Tatum Robinson
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30 – Kay Herring

STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector
704-618-7213 (cell)
Fr.ron@spbtl.com

The Rev. Judith Cole, Deacon
704-483-4321 (home), 704-534-1496 (cell)
jpoteetcole@charter.net
Leigh Ann Johnston, Organist/Director of Music
Deania Russo, Director of Christian Formation &
Newcomers Ministry
d.russo@spbtl.com

Kate D’Amato,
Parish Administrator
kate@spbtl.com
Janice McGuire, Accounting
spbtljanice@yahoo.com
Jim Bowden, Accounting
Jhbowden727@gmail.com
Gary Johnston, Treasurer
geraldjohnston@charter.net
Grimelda Alderman, Nursery Staff
Angeline Carmichael, Nursery
Staff

VESTRY
Senior Warden – Beckye Smith
Junior Warden – Jim Heil
Jim Bowden
Celine DeLuca
Scott Major
Connie Mathis
Michele Moss
Dale Readling
Michelle Stewart
Clerk of the Vestry: Daphne Wagner
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