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A Newsletter for the Members and Friends of Bethesda Presbyterian Church 

A Route to Happiness 
 

 

We all want it… that feeling of contentment that can feel elusive, that 
can’t be put in a box and that sometimes can be fleeting.  True happi-
ness means doing things you enjoy, having a feeling of connectedness 
to others and that feeling like what you do matters. 
 
Enter volunteerism.  In church speak it is called time and talents.  The 
London School of Economics examined the relationship between volun-
teering and the measures of happiness in a large group of American 
adults.  The study found that the more people volunteered, the happier 
they were.  Compared with people who never volunteered, the odds of 
being “very happy” rose 7 percent among those who volunteered 
monthly and 12 percent among people who volunteered every two to 
four weeks. 
 
Chances are that you are a volunteer at Bethesda and you do it because 
you are motivated by a desire to help, you want to make a difference or 
you are a “legacy “ volunteer that wants to be engaged in something 
that will continue when you are gone. 
 
If you are contemplating your volunteer participation in the life of the 
Church, please reach out to one of our Session members and inquire 
about opportunities.  We need everything from teachers to food service 
workers to general repair and ground maintenance volunteers.  Further, 
if you are contemplating a ministry that will further our mission, the 
Session would love to hear from you. 
 
1 Peter 4:10  “As each has received a gift, use it to serve another, as 
good stewards of God’s varied grace. 
 
 
The Resource Committee   
Marc Jones   
Larry Gibbes   
Roland Windham    
Mike Satterwhite 
Chuck Nash 
Rickie Tiller 
 



 Announcements 
 

Men’s Breakfast   
April 18-7:30 A.M. 
 Westminster Hall 

 
 Come enjoy a short devotion, a few 

jokes, and some good food.   

 

ELIJAH! musical  and  
“He Is Risen” Supper 

 
Wednesday, April 26th 

5:45 Supper 
6:15 Musical 

Westminster Hall 
 

Make reservations on our website or 
call the church office. 

Reservations must be in  
by April 20th 

 

SACKS OF LOVE 
 

We are thankful for all of the help we have received from our 
wonderful Bethesda congregation. Any items that you might 
wish to donate can be placed in the box in McArn Hall.   
 
 

Food List for Sacks of Love 
*All should be individual serving sizes with pop-tops or  

tear-off lids*. 
 

Tuna, chicken, spam     Peanut butter or cheese crackers 
Beanie Weenies     Ramen noodles 
Spaghettios, Beefaroni, etc.    Poptarts 
Pudding cups      Raisins 
Instant oatmeal     Soup  
Instant grits      Individual cereal boxes 
Fruit cups      Applesauce cups 
Canned vegetables     Juice boxes 
Slim Jims      Granola or cereal bars 
 
 

Dee and Van Blank 
 

The church offices will be closed  
Friday, April 7th and  
Monday, April 10th. 

CHURCH WIDE CLEAN UP  
 
 

We will be having a church wide clean up 
on April 15th at 9:00am. Please come and 
help us ready our church and campus for 

the Revolutionary War soldiers funeral  
service on April 22nd.  

VBS 2023 
JUNE 26-30 

9 am-12 noon 
3 year olds—completed 5th 

graders 
Register on the church website 

to reserve your spot!!!! 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 25th  
10:00-11:00am 
MCARN HALL 

 

CHURCH MEMBERS AND 
FRIENDS WELCOME!  

PRIZES!!!!! 



2. Sarah Gardner Spivey 
7. Darlene Maxwell 
8. Julia Daniels       
9. Marshall Batten     
10. Eliza Reames                                                           
11. Grey Hoke 
12. Kathryn Lovatt 
14.  Samuel Godfrey 
15.  Olivia Bishop 
       Leda Wilcox 
 

16.  John Gardner 
       Emma Nash 
        Henry Woolard 
17.   Doris Baker 
20.  Merry Bradley 
       Quinn Conley 
21.  Betsy Whitehouse 
22.  Betsye White 
28. Connor McLeod 
 
 

29.  Lindsay Guy 
       John Hallman 
30.  Emily Jones 
       Katie Ridgeway 

MEMBERS: Bennie and Susan Marshall, Betty 
Coombs,  Mel Pearson,  Joe Denton, Charles Cotting-
ham, Helen White,  Betty Coffee, Lee Sheorn,    
Baynard Boykin, Carol Meckstroth, Judy Martin, Betsy 
McLeod  
 
 

  FRIENDS AND FAMILY: Lyn Neil (Jan Massa-
lon’s cousin), Clara Fife (Lisa McCaskill’s mother), 

Anna Vaughn Manly (cousin of the Thomas’), Judy McAbee (Lisa 
Woolard’s mother), Barbara Cecil(Carolyn Drake’s sister), Pat Ratteree 
(Susan Marshall’s mother), Christy Brazell (friend of Karen Lindsay), Patri-
cia McCaskill (Brian McCaskill’s mother), Thomas Johnson (cousin of the 
Thomas’), Myrtle Jordan (Linda Parnell’s mother), Brian Blick (Lisa 
Woolards’ cousin), Fannie Bodford (Debbie Herman’s aunt), Diane Alexan-
der (friend of Mike Eddings), Aaron Price (son-in-law of Ken & Sybil Car-
son), Clint Baxley (Stephanie Batten’s brother), Betty Carges (family friend 
of Jim & Jo McLeod), Mary Wannamaker Hendrix, Billy Young (Helen 
Young’s son), Lannie Clayton (Jimmy & Rebecca Stokes’ cousin) 

April 2023 Birthdays 

If the Beacon doesn’t have 
your birthday please share 
that information with us. 
432-4593 
 

 
 

To Becky Watkins and family 
on the death of her father, Jim 
Truncer. 
 
To Joe Denton and family on 
the death of his brothers, Andy 
and Bill Denton. 

 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF 

SHARING 
 

BECAUSE WE ARE THE CHURCH,  
TOGETHER. 

 

As Jesus says in Matthew 25, the 
Church belongs with those in need — 

with those suffering from natural and 
human-caused disasters; with those 
lacking access to food, water and 

healthcare; and with those struggling 

for justice, righteousness, and peace. 

 Through our gifts to One Great Hour 
of Sharing, we are there because we 
are the Church, together. Received 

during the season of Lent, each gift 
to One Great Hour of Sharing 

helps improve the lives of the suf-

fering and the vulnerable. We will 
be collecting this offering through 

Easter Sunday. 

  Elliott and Beverly Sheorn 
510 Carrison Court 
Camden, SC  29020 



           ANNUAL OYSTER ROAST 
         March 12, 2023 

Faith Community Nurse  

Westminster Hall bulletin board 

FUN HAD BY ALL! 



  APRIL 2023 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   
  

  
 
 

 

    

 
 

 
  

 
 

1 
 

2 Palm        
       Sunday 
9:15  RISE 

9:50 Parade 

10:00 Sunday  

           School 

11:00 Worship 

5:30 Youth 

3 
10:00 PWCT 
10:30 Bible  

           Study 

1:00 Nurture 

6:00 CE 

 

4 

 

5 
2:30  BLAST 

 

7:00 Adult Choir 

6 
4:00 Resource 

         Committee 

7 
10:00 Property 

Committee 

8 

 

9 Easter 
 

9:15  RISE 

10:00 Easter Egg 

Hunt and Butterfly 

release  

11:00 Worship 

 

10 
10:30 Bible  

           Study 

 

6:00 Session 

11 
10:30 PW Circle 

12 

 

7:00 Adult Choir 

13 14 15 

9:00  Clean up 

Day 

16 
9:15  RISE 

10:00 Sunday  

           School 

11:00 Worship 

(Congregational 

Meeting) 

5:30 Youth 
 

 

 

23 
9:15  RISE 

10:00 Sunday  

           School 

11:00 Worship 

5:30 Youth 

17 
10:30 Bible  

           Study 
 

 

 

24 
10:30 Bible  

           Study 

18 
7:30  Men’s 

Breakfast 
 

 

 

25 
10:00 BINGO 

19 
2:30  BLAST 

 

7:00 Adult Choir 
 

 

 

26 
2:30  BLAST 

5:45 Supper 

6:15 Choir  

         Musical 

7:00 Adult Choir 

20 

 

 

 

27 

21 

 

 

 

28 

22 

 

 

 

29 

 

 

30 

BCS DAY 
9:15  RISE 

10:00 Sunday  

           School 

11:00 Worship 

5:30 Youth 

 

 
 

   

Please check your weekly bulletin for changes to each week’s activities 



BETHESDA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
 

Thank you to our Bethesda Church Family for supporting our precious preschool last Friday. I am so proud of our 
small community! We surpassed our financial goal at #BCSbigfuture! I am so proud! We are looking forward to a 
wonderful springtime! We have lots of fantastic events, especially the BCS Recognition Day on April 30th. We 
will also welcoming Dad and granddads for Donuts with Dads, spring pictures with Heidi Graves and Mother’s 
Day picnic and art show! We have a few more spots available in our two’s program for the next school year! 
Please contact the school if you would like more information!  



GREETINGS FROM THE FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE! 
 
Recently, I volunteered to serve our congregation as a part-time Faith Community Nurse (FCN), previous-
ly known as the Parish Nurse. The American Nurses Association has updated the title and established stand-
ards of practice for this relatively new nursing specialty. Under the visionary leadership of Ms. Annah Deal, 
RN, the Parish Nurse ministry at Bethesda Presbyterian Church was established in 1997 and she served for 10 
years until 2007. Mrs. Joy Parrott, RN began her service in 2007 as the Parish Nurse and served 15 years until 
2022. Both of these outstanding nurses provided a successful health ministry to our church family with exper-
tise and compassion using the Spirit, Mind and Body philosophy. They also coordinated the Health Cabinet 
with a variety of members from health related careers and health consumers. Their ministry left a profound 
legacy of caring for the church family as a whole with prayerful guidance from our great God. I am thankful 
for the ability to assume the role of Faith Community Nurse in the admirable footsteps of Annah and Joy fol-
lowing months of prayerful consideration. 
 
A Faith Community Nurse (FCN) is a registered nurse who is committed to help persons meet their whole 
health needs through: health education, personal health, counseling, referrals, facilitating and advocacy. Faith 
Community nursing is a recognized practice of nursing and health ministry. Health and healing are emphasized 
within a faith community. The philosophy embraces four concepts: spiritual dimension, professionalism, 
whole-person-centered health and community.  
 
As an introduction to your new Faith Community Nurse - my husband, Ken and our two daughters joined the 
church in 1997 after being transferred to Fort Jackson as an Army Nurse. Ken taught science and related arts 
for 8th graders at Camden Middle School until he retired in 2015. Our daughters, Emily and Olivia remain 
members of the church with their husbands - Bobby Huggins and Shaun Cobb as well as our four grandchil-
dren - Madelyn and Mason Huggins and Wyatt and Gavin Cobb. I retired after 20 years in the military in 1999 
and then worked at Kershaw Health, NC Board of Nursing and Veterans Health Administration hospital from 
2001-2004 in Salisbury, NC then finally at the Veterans Health Administration hospital in Columbia, SC until 
retirement in 2017. I grew up in Winston-Salem, NC and obtained a BSN from the University of North Caroli-
na in Greensboro. While in the Army, I obtained a MSN from the University of South Carolina in Columbia 
(USC) and I later obtained a PhD in Nursing in 2011 from USC. Becoming a nurse was a childhood dream that 
was fulfilled with over 40 years of nursing including, medical-surgical, critical care, open-heart surgery, neo-
natal intensive care, primary care and many roles as nurse manager, Army Nurse Counselor for recruiting, Per-
sonnel Command Assignment officer Army Nurses worldwide, nurse supervisor and executive nurse among 
multiple locations. After retiring in 2017, Ken and I continued to be caregivers for my beloved mother who 
had dementia and lived with us for 6 years until her passing on Mother's Day 2021. God blessed me with the 
most beautiful family and career! 
 
Since February, I have been reviewing the historical files and reading the most recent references for Faith 
Community Nursing, investigating educational opportunities, seeking guidance from the previous FCNs, Pas-
tor Kendall, staff, Chairperson for Member Nurture Committee, and church members. A FCN brochure was 
developed for the new members' luncheon, initiated visitation of members in nursing facilities, monitored the 
Automated External Defibrillation (AED), celebrated National Nutrition Month with information posted on the 
bulletin board with two Sundays of nutritious food/children activities for the RISE program with a Saint Pat-
rick Theme and assisted individual members who were referred to me for health guidance. 
 
For the month of April, the health focus will be on International Stress Awareness Month with a theme of 
Leaping into Spring with Stress Strategies for Wellness. I would encourage you to check the bulletin board for 
health tips and join me on Palm Sunday for refreshments and children activities during the RISE program. 
Soon, I will be sending each member a survey to determine your expectations of the Faith Community Nurse 
and also determine your talents/gifts for assisting the Health Ministry Advisory Board, previously known as 
the Health Cabinet. If you are interested in serving on the board as a healthcare professional or health consum-
er, please let me know. I will be investigating an opportunity to have a Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation class 
and other health related events such as a fitness program. I look forward to serving as your congregational 
nurse. 
 
My God Bless you all  - Happy Easter! 
Debbie Herman, RN, PhD 



Happy HOLY Week and Happy Easter… from your DCE! 
 

Palm Sunday   –  Scripture recalls the event of Jesus entering Jerusalem and being greeted by the crowd of peo-

ple waving palm branches, covering his path with palm branches and shouting “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” (Matthew 21:9)  The 
shouts of “Hosanna” meant “Save us now!”, and the palm branches symbolized good ness and victory. Palm 
Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, a solemn week focusing on the final days of Jesus life. Holy Week 
culminates on Easter Sunday, the most important holiday in Christianity.  

Good Friday   –  Christians recall the crucifixion of Jesus, his death on the cross at Calvary, and its promise of 

hope and new life. 

Easter Sunday  - “HALLELUJAH! HE IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN…INDEED!”  Jesus is ALIVE!  His resurrection is not 

merely a philosophical renaissance of His ideas and teachings – He was literally raised from the dead!  The 
power of God exploded inside that tomb, reconnected Jesus’ spirit with his dead body, flooded his corpse with 
life, and Jesus arose!  This is no legend nor fairy tale!  This is the foundation of our faith!   The Apostle Paul, 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, writes… 1 Corinthians 15: 3-8; 55-57: “For what I received I passed 
on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,

 
that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to 
Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and 
sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.

 
Then he ap-

peared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally 

born.… Death has been swallowed up in victory.  Where O death, is your victory? Where O death, is your 
sting?  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
************************************************************************************* 

Sunday, April 2 - Palm Sunday  

 
9:15am   -   RISE (Meets in Westminster for fellowship, light refreshments, and Praise) 
9:50am   -   Children, Youth, and Adults leave Westminster to join several other churches in the                                                    
         annual Palm Sunday Parade. 
10:00am -   There will be an Adult SS class for those not participating in the Parade                                                                         
          (Meets in Westminster - Video based lesson on Palm Sunday) 
11:00am -    Worship Service in Sanctuary 
 
*Hope to see every one of you here at Bethesda on this Palm Sunday morning as we celebrate, honor, and wor-
ship our King Jesus! 

Sunday, April 9 – Easter Sunday 

 
9:15am   -   RISE  (Meets in Westminster for fellowship, light refreshments, & Praise) 
9:50am    -  Everyone dismissed from RISE (Westminster). All children, youth, and adults report to the                                
         front lawn.        
10:00am -   All children ages 2 yrs old - 5th grade participate in the Easter Egg Hunt & Butterfly Release. 
         Parents, grandparents, family members, and all Bethesda Church family and guests                                                             
         are encouraged to join us on the front lawn for the “festivities”.    
        *Don't forget your Easter Baskets and cameras!  

  ** Festivities conclude with our Annual Bethesda Church Family & Friends Photo on the front     
  steps  (BIG group picture of EVERYONE - so please be here!) 

11:00am -  Easter Worship Service in the Sanctuary. 
 
*Hope to see every one of you here at Bethesda on this Easter Sunday morning as we gather to celebrate, hon-
or, and worship our Risen Lord & Savior Jesus Christ!  



BINGO FUN!!! 
     Tuesday, March 28 

WELCOME LUNCHEON 
Sunday, March 19  

LAUGHTER 

FELLOWSHIP WITH      
        FAMILIES SUPPER BY THE       

     SESSION 

A GRAND SUCCESS 
  THANK YOU TO 
ALL VOLUNTEERS! 
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 April 2023 

Presbyterian Women 
 

Dear Ladies,  
     I hope each one of you are enjoying this spring as 
much as I am! It’s so exciting to see the new growth 
on trees, the daffodils, tulips, and climbing roses in 
bloom. Such hope is found in nature. This time of year 
reminds me of how God has created uniquely each one 
of us, and that we have a renewed mind in Christ .  I 
look forward to the upcoming events at Bethesda to 
celebrate our risen Christ. May each of you have a 
wonderful Easter.  
     As a reminder, we will have our Circle meeting on 
April 11th at 10:30. It’s hard to believe that this will be 
our last meeting of the year. In May, we will have our 
luncheon and will resume our regular meetings in Sep-
tember. We voted last month on our Honorary Life-
time Member, so please be on the lookout for the date 
that we will present this much-deserved award to her. 
It was an honor to have a couple of new faces at the 
Circle last month. We hope you enjoyed the fellowship 
and look forward to seeing you back in April.  
     Lastly, the PWCT will meet on April 3rd at 10:00 
in the conference room.  
 
Happy Easter,  
Lisa Woolard 

 Bethesda Primary & Junior 
Choirs present their spring  

musical ELIJAH! 
 

Wednesday, April 26th at 6:15pm in  
Westminster Hall 

Supper will be served at 5:45pm. 
 

The choirs will be using songs, word, acting and actions 
to tell the story of Elijah’s struggles with King Ahab 

and Queen Jezebel, God’s special provisions of care for 
him, and his showdown with the priests of Baal on 

Mount Carmel. 
 

They will be singing wonderful music form Felix Men-
delssohn’s oratorio Elijah, special songs by Malcolm 

Williamson and Dale Wood, and even some by Mr. Bo! 
Miss Ari wrote the lines and some of the lyrics, and the 
singers are doing and excellent job of learning and pre-
senting these dramatic episodes that teach us so much 

about who God is and what it means to serve Him.   
 

Please be sure to make reservations before April 
20th either on our website or call the church office at 

803-432-4593. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there!   


