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A Newsletter for the Members and Friends of Bethesda Presbyterian Church 

From the Pastor’s Study... 

Greetings in the name our risen Lord Jesus Christ!  
 

This month we celebrate communion, Mother’s Day and Memorial 
Day – and so May is the month we celebrate eternal life embodied in the 
Lord’s Supper, beginning of our physical lives given to us through our 
mothers, and living in a free country.  In the afterglow of celebrating Easter 
it is fitting to celebrate these things we hold so dear; for Jesus Christ re-
deemed us and gave us our spiritual freedom – our mothers gave each of us 
the precious gift of life and finally taking pause to remember those who 
have given their lives so that we can live in a free country honors all things 
precious in this life.  Abraham Lincoln wrote these words with respect to 
Memorial Day: “… that from these honored dead we take increased devo-
tion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion, that 
we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this 
nation under God, …and that government of the people by the people and 
for the people shall not perish from the earth.”   It is fitting that we recog-
nize those who give us so much … and so often we take for granted the 
things that impact our lives so profoundly.   

 

 In 1Peter 1:3-9, where Peter writes of God who gives us a “… new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead,” this is a powerful witness to the depths of God’s grace for humanity. 
Peter further reminds us that though we “suffer various trials” we are “… 
being protected by the power of God through faith”.  Peter rightly proclaims 
that our lives, and the world we live in, are not blemish free and through our 
continued faith in our Lord God Almighty we are blessed through the good 
and the bad times.  Celebrating communion in the shadow of Easter reminds 
us that the redemption of our souls by Jesus the Messiah was at a great cost 
to God.  So to the gift of life, knowledge and freedom come from God and 
those God uses.   
 

 Let us take the moments in May and give thanks to our Gracious 
God for all the gifts that continue to shower down upon us.  May we also 
remember all those in our lives who care to take time in their lives to give us 
those things we could never achieve on our own. 
 

 May God bless us with a deeper understanding of God’s love 
through forgiveness purchased through the blood of Jesus.  In days and 
weeks to come let us encourage each other to continue to support our church 
family and its ministries in your thoughts, prayers, and actions.   
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face to shine upon 
you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift His countenance upon you and give 
you peace. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
Rev. Jim Davis  

mailto:lisaannpalmer@yahoo.com
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Bethesda Activities/News 
 

SACKS OF LOVE 
 
 

We appreciate the donations of food and of money that 
church members have given throughout the year.  You 
have all been a tremendous help in our mission to give 
assistance to those teenagers over weekends when they 
might otherwise go hungry! 
 
Any items that you might wish to donate can be placed in 
the box in the hallway outside of Brent’s office.   
 

Food List for Sacks of Love 
*All should be individual serving sizes with pop-tops or 
tear-off lids*. 
 
Tuna, chicken, spam                                                               
Instant grits                                         
Soup 
Peanut butter or cheese crackers                                           
Individual cereal boxes                       
Slim Jims 

Beanie Weenies  
Fruit cups                                           
Poptarts 
Ramen noodles                                                                       
Applesauce cups 
Spaghettios, Beefaroni, or other canned pasta                       
Vienna sausage 
Pudding cups                                    
Canned vegetables  
Raisins                                                                                    
Juice boxes 
Instant oatmeal                                                                

SANCTUARY FLOWERS  
 

Please call the church office if you 
would like to place flowers in the 
church in memory or in honor of a 

loved one.  

CHOIR+PLUS MUSICAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 19th  
Time TBD 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Grief Share is a friendly, caring group of people who 
will walk alongside you through one of life’s most dif-
ficult experiences. You don’t have to go through the 
grieving process alone. Help and encouragement after 
the death of a spouse, child, family member, or friend. 
 
Your Grief Share experience includes three key ele-
ments (video seminar, group discussion, and personal 
workbook) that work together to help you recover from 
the hurt of deep loss.   
 
Grief Share meets at Bethesda Presbyterian Church 
every Sunday evening from 6:30 – 7:30pm in John 
Knox Hall.   
 

Facilitators – Carolyn Drake and Rev. Davis 
 

Jeremiah 31:13 (NASB) - “For I (GOD) will turn their 
mourning into joy and will comfort them and give them 
joy for their sorrow.” 
 

Learn more at:  
www.Griefshare.org 

CALLING ALL GRADUATES! 

 

 
 
 
 

If you have a graduate this spring, please let 
us know. We hope to recognize our high 

school and college graduates in June. 

VBS Work Days 
 

Come help with decorations and set up!  
 

Mondays: May 3rd, 10th, 17th 
10AM- 2PM 

Tuesdays: May 4th, 11th, 18th                       
1PM- 4PM 

                           May 20th & 21st  
                             10AM – until? 

http://www.griefshare.org/


 Presbyterian Women 

 

                        HEALTH CABINET 

 
Maybe you have noticed the new iron bench that sits near the Sanctuary driveway. This bench has been 
placed in a convenient area for resting or while waiting for a ride.  It was given in memory of John (Jack) Carl 
West, Jr. Atty. A beloved lifetime member of Bethesda.  Jack  will be remembered as someone who was al-
ways willing to serve the church. He especially gave time and energy  to promote the  Red Cross blood drives, 
usually donating double amounts of his blood.  
 

Jack wrote legal documents  for the Health Cabinet that gave permission for member transportation ,Pilates 
exercises and even writing  a Power of Attorney document on a Saturday night that was  signed in the ICU. 
 

Sadly, Jack died of Covid-19 in 2020, the first person to die of the virus in Kershaw County. 
We are thankful for his services and  have decided that a bench given in his memory would be  a fitting tribute 
to show our gratitude. 
  
 

In Body, Mind and Spirit, 
 

Joy Parrott, RN 

Parish Nurse 

 
 
 
Dear Ladies, 
 
     I’m so glad to tell you that Thomas and Nicole had Henry on April 16th. Mom and baby are doing well 
(and Dad)! It’s so wonderful to have them close by! God has truly blessed my family! And, Rebecca is due 
May 30th with a little girl! 
 
   We are already at the end of our calendar year. On May 11th, we will have our birthday luncheon at La Fies-
ta (outside) at 11:30. Mary Carol Sanders will be installed as our new Treasurer.  This luncheon is for ALL 
ladies at Bethesda. Please encourage them to join us.  
 
     The PWCT will meet on May 3rd at 10:00 to wrap up any loose ends.  This will be our final meeting of the 
year. I hope to see a big crowd at La Fiesta! 
 
Lisa Woolard 
Moderator 

           VBS WISH LIST 
                         
 

Lowes Gift Cards/Money                                                                         old shovels 
Treasure Chests/trunks                                                                             green plastic tablecloths 
Torches                                                                                                     old clay pots 
big cardboard boxes                                                                                  newspapers 
faux trees/plants                                                                                        pick axe 
Binoculars                                                                                                 lanterns 
concrete tube forms                                                                                  rope 
styrofoam chunks from shipping packages (but not peanuts)                  brown craft/shipping paper 
gray duct tape                                                                                           trowel 
packing tape                                                                                             compass 
metal buckets 



1.   Sherry Berry 
      Blake O’Bradovich 
      Hope O’Bradovich 
2. Eric Palmer 
3. Harris Baker 
      Carolyn Drake 
5.   Keith Bradley 
6.   Greg Babcock 
7.   Jim Roquemore                                                                         
9.   Mike Ansley    
11. Margaret Lane Deal 
14. Tim Calhoun 
      Liza Watkins 
      Caroline Reames 
      James Reames 

18. Jay Stephenson 
21. Jan Marsh 
22. Helen Nims White 
23. Harvey Clarke 
      Wilkes Branham 
24. Jerry Hughes 
26. Paisley Beam 
28. Jan Shumate 
      Mike Norwood 
29. Joanna Norwood 
30. Hannon El-Sherif 
 

If the beacon 
doesn’t have 
your birthday 
please share 
that infor-
mation with us. 
432-4593 

Prayers & Sympathy 

Please keep in your prayers: 

 

The family and 

friends of Rachel 

Davis 
 

Art and Darlene Maxwell on 

the death of their nephew  

 
The family and friends of  

Carolyn Wooten 

 

 

MEMBERS: Bettysue Webber, Susan Marshall, Jim and Gail Sinclair, Betty Coombs, Lyn  
Bradley, Mel Pearson, Dan Outlaw, Judy Martin, Robert Marsh, Doug Metzger 
 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY; Betty Whitman (Debbie Herman’s mother), Lyn Neil (Jan Massalon’s 
cousin), Clara Fife (Lisa McCaskill’s mother), Josie Tiller (Dickie & Kay Tiller’s great niece),  
Sarah Horejsi (friend of the Massalons), Scotty Martin, Anna Moody, Mary Wannamaker Hendrix, 
Dave Burrell (friend of the Satterwhites), Jimmy Kirkley (Ellen William’s brother), Samantha 
Hammond (Carolyn’s daughter-in-law), Neal Stegner (friend of the Tuckers), Bob Williams (Carol 
Meckstroth’s son) 

MAY 

Members of Bethesda, 
 
We would like to express our 
deepest appreciation for your 
acts of kindness during our re-
cent loss.  Your demonstrations of 
Christian hospitality, friendship, 
and love were immeasurably 
helpful to our entire family. 
 
God Bless You All, 
 
Art & Darlene Maxwell 

 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

Thomas & Nicole Woolard wel-
comed Henry McAbee Woolard 

on April, 16, 2021. 
 
 

The proud grandparents are David 
and Lisa Woolard. 



 
 
 

 
                         
 

!!!!!SAVE THE DATE!!!!! 
 
You MUST pre-register online! No walk-ins due to COVID protocols. GO to our church website or call the 
office for assistance. 
 
Volunteers needed…Especially this year as we have new and more needs due to COVID protocols! Here are 
three great opportunities to serve this important ministry: 

1. We need lots of crew leaders as usual (but even more critical this year as we make our groups smaller) to 
take the kids station to station. 

2. VBS Prayer Team will meet for 30 minutes once a week to pray specifically over VBS, the volunteers, 
and the participants.  

3. Transportation Team is a new and important role as well. They will organize a drop off and pick up 
traffic pattern so we can limit the number of people in our buildings. 

 

Contact Lisa to volunteer for a terrific Treasured VBS!   

      
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
May 2 – BYG 5:30-7:30 
May 9 – Mother’s Day NO BYG 

May 16 – BYG 5:30-7:30 
May 23 – BYG 5:30-7:30 
May 23 – Deadline to Register for FUGE Conference and Save ½     
                 off  (Cost $177)  (After this date, $237). Full price is $354. 
May 30 – Memorial Day Weekend NO BYG 

 
 

FUGE Youth Conference – July 19-23 
 
What is FUGE?  FUGE is a youth event (Grades 6-12) like no other!  Music, Message, Fun, Sports, 
Food…   
How much does it cost to attend?  Cost to attend is $177 (1/2 off)… After May 23, the cost is $237!   (We 
are offering ½ off while money is available.) 
(If you need assistance with the cost of the Fuge Conference, See John Gardner for  
assistance) 
 



Lisa’s Letter 
 
Easter Sunday 2021 was a beautiful day at Bethesda Presbyterian Church. It was a 
blessing to the heart to see our children scrambling for Easter eggs, our youth re-
leasing butterflies, the adults snapping pictures, and our church family gathering 
for a family photo on the sanctuary front steps followed by worshipping our Risen 
Lord together! It was appreciated with a new lens after the last year of unprece-
dented cancellations, closings, and isolation. To God be the glory! Stay tuned for an 
awesome, amazing, Vacation Bible School 2021… Treasured: Discovering You’re 
Priceless to God! 
 
Please make note of the dates below for the Bethesda’s Children Calendar . . . 
 
May 5th, 12th:  Regular Children’s Club and Choir Plus  
May 19th:  Regular Children’s Club and Choir Plus followed by Choir Plus Musical 
May 23rd: VBS Volunteer Meeting after Worship Service in McArn Hall (30 min.) 
May 26th: Children’s Club Closing Celebration 
June 21st- 25th:  Treasured VBS: Discovering You’re Priceless to God 
(participants sign up at church website link; volunteers sign up with Lisa) 
 
**VBS Work Days:  Come help with decorations and set up … 
Mondays: May 3rd, 10th, 17th 10AM- 2PM 
Tuesdays: May 4th, 11th, 18th 1PM- 4PM 
May 20th & 21st 10AM – until? 

EASTER 2021 
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  MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI  SAT 

   
 

   
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

  
 

 

 1 
 

2 
Communion 

9:45   Sunday  

           School 

10:30 Fellowship 

11:00 Worship 

5:30 Youth 

6:30 Grief Share 

3 

10:00 PWCT 

 

10-2 VBS workday 

 

5:30 Bicentennial 

Volunteer meeting 

4 

1-4 VBS workday 

5 

2:30 Pioneer/

Choir Plus 

 

5:30 Prayer and 

Praise 

 

7:00 Adult Choir 

6 
 

7 

 

8 

 

9 
 9:45   Sunday  

           School 

10:30 Fellowship 

11:00 Worship 

6:30 Grief Share 

 

10 
10-2 VBS workday 
 

4:45 CE 

 

6:00 Session 

 

 

11 
11:30  PW  

            Luncheon 

 

1-4 VBS workday 

12 

2:30 Pioneer/

Choir Plus 

 

7:00 Adult Choir 

13 

 

14 

 

15 
 

16 

9:45   Sunday  

           School 

10:30 Fellowship 

11:00 Worship  

5:30 Youth 

6:30 Grief Share 
 
 

23 
9:45   Sunday  

           School 

10:30 Fellowship 

11:00 Worship 

5:30 Youth 

6:30 Grief Share 

 
 

30 
9:45   Sunday  

           School 

10:30 Fellowship 

11:00 Worship 

6:30 Grief Share 

17 

10-2 VBS workday 

 

 
 

24 

 
 

31 
Offices closed 

18 
1-4 VBS workday 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

25 

19 
2:30 Pioneer/

Choir Plus 

Choir Plus Musical 
 

 

7:00 Adult Choir 
 

 

 

 
 

26 
2:30 Pioneer/

Choir Plus 

 

7:00 Adult Choir 

20 
10-until VBS  

workday 

 
 

27 

21 
10-until VBS  

workday 

 

 

 

28 

22 

 

 

 

29 

 

      





FROM OUR DCE 
 

       What a wonderful and worshipful (and busy) month of April here at Bethesda Church!  I am so thankful & 
grateful!   It has been such an encouragement & blessing having our church’s worship service and many of our ac-
tivities/programming up and running again! It is great seeing (and hearing) children, youth, and adults roaming the 
halls, talking, smiling, laughing, studying/discussing God’s Word together in Sunday School classes and worship-
ping together again.  Pioneer Club & Choir Plus on Wednesdays and BYG Youth group on Sunday nights have been 
well attended and lots of fun.  The annual Palm Sunday Parade, Maundy Thursday worship service, Easter Sunday 
and all the festivities of the children’s Easter Egg Hunt, Butterfly Release, and worship service celebrating our Lord 
& Savior’s resurrection were so enjoyable!  The INCREDIBLE, WONDERFUL, AMAZING, FUN – FILLED, 
SPIRIT – FILLED, WORSHIPFUL SPRING BREAK WEEK YOUTH RETREAT was simply…. AWESOME! 
The youth were amazing, so well behaved, and an absolute joy to be with for the week.  Thank you, church family, 
for your support, both prayerfully and financially!  Thank you for investing in the lives of our youth!  
        
       All this and so much more!  The whole month of April has been such a blessing and encouragement to me.  
Thank you, God!  Thank you, Bethesda Church family! 
 
************************************************************************************* 

Mission Focus / Offering Collected 
 

March—One Great Hour of Sharing Offering – Collected close to $700.  The three programs supported 
by One Great Hour of Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-

Development of People. 
 
April—Mission Haven – They provide Housing, Hospitality, Clothing, and a Place of prayer for PCUSA 
missionaries. They maintain and renovate their residences to provide temporary housing for PCUSA mis-
sionaries and their families who have no home in the U.S.  The money we collect this month will help with 
repairing damage caused by pipes busting in one of the residencies. For insurance liability, they must  
remove several trees. For more information visit “missionhaven.net” 
 
************************************************************************************* 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

1) Graduate Recognition –   We hope to have a special service to recognize and honor our high school 
and college graduates June 6th.  PLEASE LET US KNOW ASAP!  
 

2) Vacation Bible School -  June 21–25 - Treasured-Discovering You’re Priceless to God!   You MUST 
Pre-register! No walk-ins due to COVID protocols. Go to church website or call office for assistance.   
 
3) Prayer & Praise – This Wednesday, May 5th from 5:30 – 6:00pm in the sanctuary.  All Ages are invit-
ed, welcome, and encouraged to participate. Our prayer focus will be for VBS and our church family deal-
ing with health/medical issues. 
 
4) GRIEF SHARE Support Group - meets EVERY Sunday evening from 6:30-7:30pm in John Knox Hall.  Grief 
Share is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you through one of life’s most difficult experi-
ences…help and encouragement after the death of a spouse, child, family member, or friend. Your Grief Share ex-
perience includes three key elements (video seminar, group discussion, and personal workbook) that work together 
to help you recover from the hurt of deep loss.  Facilitators – Carolyn Drake and Pastor Jim Davis. 
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MOTHER’S DAY OFFERING 2021 

On Mother’s Day, May 9th, churches across South Carolina will participate in a special offer-
ing to assist Presbyterian Communities in our efforts to care for seniors after they have out-
lived their financial resources. This tradition of caring started in 1954 when Presbyterian 
churches throughout our state came together to begin supporting older church members in this 
special way. 

In 2020 alone this important offering, combined with other gifts received, assisted Presbyteri-
an Communities in providing over $1 million in charitable care for seniors. That is well over 
$4,000 each and every day to support elder members of our churches and communities who 
have outlived the funds meant to see them through. 

We look back in thanksgiving for the ways this offering has touched the lives of residents and 
their families through the years. Would you continue this tradition of caring?  A gift of any 
amount will be put to use immediately blessing the lives of those who need it.  Thank you for 
your prayerful support of this ministry. 


