St. Paul Lutheran Church
Sunday January 3rd, 2021
Second Sunday of Christmas
Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church. We are grateful to God you are with us.
We pray that you will feel the Spirit and warmth during this service.
We look forward to being together, soon!
Announcements
Preparing for Worship
Take a minute to be in silent prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit to quiet your mind, open
your heart and guide you during this time of worship
Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
P: Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and
whose steadfast love endures forever.
All: Amen.
P: Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God
desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Loving and forgiving God,,
All: we confess that we are held captive by sin.
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the
stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one
another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us
each day in the light of Christ. Amen
P: People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are
forgiven, and you are free—free from all that holds you back and free to live in the
peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by
Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

Word
Prayer of the Day
P: Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who
came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
All: Amen.
Lesson:

Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of
deep darkness a light has dawned. 6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the greatness of
his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and
over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from
that time on and forever The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.
“Christmas Canon”

Carol:
Lesson:

Isaiah 11:1-3a; 4a; 6-9

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
2The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—
3and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 4but with righteousness he will judge the
needy, 5with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 6The wolf will
live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and
the yearling[a] together; and a little child will lead them. 7The cow will feed with the
bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
8The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into
the viper’s nest. 9They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
“Do You Hear What I Hear?”

Carol:
Lesson
26In

Luke 1: 26:-35;38

the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 29Mary

was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.
30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God.
31You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32He will
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the
throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his
kingdom will never end.” 34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a
virgin?” 35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[a] the
Son of God. 38“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be
fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.
“Angels We Have Heard on High”

Carol:
Lesson

Luke 2: 1; 3-7

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of
the entire Roman world. 3And everyone went to their own town to register.
4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.
5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was
expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born,
7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed
him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
“Away in a Manger”

Carol:
Lesson

Luke 2: 8-16

8And

there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their
flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11Today in
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This
will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising
God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those
on whom his favor rests.” 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 16So they hurried off and found
Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.
Carol:

“O Holy Night”

Lesson

Luke 2: 1-12

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi[a]
from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born
king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4When
he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he
asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they
replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 6“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a
ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’[b]” 7Then Herod called the Magi secretly
and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8He sent them to
Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him,
report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.
10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they saw
the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
12And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their
country by another route.
“Silent Night”

Carol:
Lesson

John 1: 1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light of
all mankind. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome[a] it.
6There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to
testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8He himself was
not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
9The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10He was in
the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize
him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to
all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God— 13children born not of natural descent, nor of human
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 14The Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Carol:

“Joy to the World”

Prayers of Intercession
P; God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary
world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.
A brief silence.
P: Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain
and support us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and
enact your mission. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
P: Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the
face of creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend the wounds of
environmental damage and restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can
declare your praise. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
P: Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from
discrimination, judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. We pray
especially for_____. Lead us toward a world where faithfulness will sprout underfoot
and righteousness rain down from above. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
P: Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the
disparities between your people. Sustain and support people with physical and
intellectual disabilities. Accompany disability advocates who work for a world
accessible to all. Teach us to celebrate the great diversity in our midst. Hear us, O
God.
All: Your mercy is great.
P: Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and
congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, be
a companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with
depression, and gather all people in your healing embrace. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
P: Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the
wilderness and taught us to continue their faithful work. Make their generous lives an
example for all. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
P: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

Holy Communion

The Great Thanks Giving
P: The Lord be with you
All: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
You sent your only-begotten, in whom your fullness dwells, to be for us the way, the
truth, and the life. Revealing your love, Jesus taught those who would hear him,
healed those who believed in him, received all who sought him and lifted the burden
of their sin. We glorify you for your great power and love at work in Christ. By the
baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection, you gave birth to your church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made us a new people by water and
the Spirit. With humility and gratefulness of heart we receive your love and
forgiveness in the bread and wine.
All: Amen
Word of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
When the pastor says, “The Body of Christ given for you” eat the bread, and when
the pastor says, “The Blood of Christ shed for you” drink the wine or juice.
Post Communion Prayer and Blessing
Postlude:

“Carol of the Bells”

