St. Paul Lutheran Church
PO Box 268
Stillwater, MN 55082
Sunday February 14th, 2021
Transfiguration Sunday
Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church. We are grateful to God you are with us.
We pray that you will feel the Spirit and warmth during this service.
We look forward to being together, soon!

Welcome/Announcements
Special Music:

“Bless the Lord Oh My Soul”

The Band

Preparing for Worship
Take a minute to be in silent prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit to quiet your mind, open
your heart and guide you during this time of worship
Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose
mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.
All: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.

P: Holy God,
All: you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We
confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken
systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of
love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its
resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God,
for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our
tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.
P: How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our
sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are
forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved
community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
All: Amen.

Word
Prayer of the Day
P: Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into
our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

All: Amen.
First Reading:

Psalm 50 1-6

Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth in glory. (Ps. 50:2)
1The

mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty,
God shines forth in glory.
3Our God will come and will not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm.
4God calls the heavens and the earth from above
to witness the judgment of the people.
5“Gather before me my loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”
6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause,
for it is God who is judge.
The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Gospel:

Mark 9:2-9

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become
apparent to Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are
given a vision of God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son.
2Six

days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a
high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his
clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And
there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter
said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one
for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they
were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a
voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked
around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.
9As

they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
The Gospel of Our Lord
Message:

Hymn:

Praise to You O Christ

“When Pictures become Windows”

“How Good, Lord to Be Here”

Pastor Ralph Olsen

ELW# 315

How good, Lord, to be here! Your glory fills the night; your face and garments
like the sun, shine with unborrowed light.
How good, Lord, to be here! Your beauty to behold where Moses and Elijah
stand, your messengers of old.
Fulfiller of the past and hope of things to be, we hail your body glorified and
our redemption see.
Before we taste of death, we see your kingdom come; we long to hold the
vision bright and make this hill our home.
How good, Lord to be here! Yet we may not remain; but since you bid us leave
the mount, come with us to the plain.

P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all people in need.
P: For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and
near, and for all who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray.
All: Have mercy, O God.
P: For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep;
mountains, clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy
Spirit’s guidance in our stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray.
All: Have mercy, O God.
P: For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and
security guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments,
that they witness to mercy and justice throughout the world, let us pray.
All: Have mercy, O God.
P: For all who suffer this day (especially), that Christ our healer transform sickness
into health, loneliness into companionship, bereavement into consolation, and
suffering into peace, let us pray.
All: Have mercy, O God.
P: For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones
who cannot be with us this day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that
God’s glory is revealed around and among us, let us pray.
All: Have mercy, O God.
P: In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly
pilgrimage, that their lives of service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us pray.
All: Have mercy, O God.
P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the
one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
All: Amen.

Holy Communion
The Great Thanks Giving
P: The Lord be with you
All: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
You sent your only-begotten, in whom your fullness dwells, to be for us the way, the
truth, and the life. Revealing your love, Jesus taught those who would hear him,
healed those who believed in him, received all who sought him and lifted the burden
of their sin. We glorify you for your great power and love at work in Christ. By the
baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection, you gave birth to your church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made us a new people by water and
the Spirit. With humility and gratefulness of heart we receive your love and
forgiveness in the bread and wine.
All: Amen
Word of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
When the pastor says, “The Body of Christ given for you” eat the bread, and when
the pastor says, “The Blood of Christ shed for you” drink the wine or juice.
Post Communion Prayer and Blessing
P: God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the
comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
All: Amen.
P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.
Special Music:

“Shine, Jesus Shine”

The Choir

