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A Thought from the Rector
 Consider the experiment of having 30+ consecutive meals with an 
assortment of the same 28 acquaintances over the course of two weeks.  
Add to that spending approximately 4 hours per day, during those two 
weeks, on a bus, or ferry.  Guess what happens?
     One might assume the 
answer to be something along 
the lines of LORD OF THE 
FLIES, when, in fact, the exact 
opposite occurs: you become 
like family to each; you learn 
to tease each other; you worry 
about each other’s well-being; 
you share with one another; you 
pray together; perhaps even your 
eccentricities rise to the surface 
(and are accommodated graciously by the group). 
 This is a microcosm of what “church” is all about, and it was 
very much our experience on last month’s St. Matthew’s pilgrimage 
to Greece and Turkey, following in the footsteps of St. Paul.  It was 
incredible to preach this past Sunday on the appointed epistle from 
Colossians 1, having just been there (actually there!) in Colossi five 
days prior.  I suspect that I will draw from our trip for the rest of my 
life, and am glad to report that, even though I am still jetlagged, St. 
Matthew’s and my ministry to St. Matthew’s are already benefiting 
from our adventure.
 We started in Macedonia, visiting Berea, Thessaloniki, and 
Philippi.  Then we made our way past Apolonia, to Athens, followed 
by Corinth, where we celebrated Holy Communion most memorably. 
I preached on 1 Corinthians 13 and almost got married early! Then we 
flew across the Aegean Sea to Turkey.  From there, we visited Miletus, 
Ephesus, followed by a day on the island of Patmos before heading up 
to Hierapolis, Colossi, Laodicea, Philadelphia, and Sardis. Each site 
brought the setting of Paul’s original missionary travels to life.  He 
covered some serious ground (over 10,000 miles), and we returned 
home, worn out, having had the trip of a lifetime. 
 There are vacations, when one journeys to a single destination.  
Then there are tours, when one visits multiple sites.  But the next level is 
a pilgrimage, more than a tour and imbued with spiritual significance.  It 
was invigorating, and edifying in the extreme.  Our pilgrims now share 
a bond that I can only wish we all shared at St. Matthew’s.  God was 
certainly smiling down upon us.
 One question remains: where should we go next year?  I’m thinking 
England.  I hope you will sign up.  
      Grace & Peace, Happy Advent & Merry Christmas, in Christ, 

Christmas at 
St. Matthew’s

 The Advent season at St. Matthew’s is filled with many wonderful  
and warm activities that fill our parish with joy.  It is a delightful time for 
us to share the spirit, so mark your calendars and join in!
Advent Film Nights, Sun., Dec. 4 & 11: From
7 - 9 p.m. in the Fellowship Room, discuss the themes of the
season through film.
Wreath Making, Fri., Dec. 2: Get in the spirit of Christmas by
decorating wreaths at 9 a.m. in the Fellowship Room.
Christmas Tree Sale - Sat., Dec. 3 and Sun., Dec. 4:  Beautiful freshly 
harvested Frasier and Douglas firs of all sizes will be available for sale in 
the back parking lot from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Come early! Volunteer help 
welcomed.
Advent Lessons & Carols, Sun., Dec. 4:  Enjoy the traditional readings 
that tell of the coming of Christ and sing the lovely carols of the season. 
Christmas Brunch, Sun., Dec. 4:  There is no better way to get into the 
Christmas spirit than by coming to the annual St. Matthew’s Christmas 
Brunch after the 10 a.m. service. The Women of St. Matthew’s will fill 
the Fellowship Room with beautiful poinsettias and other plants, notecard 
ornaments, candy and a scrumptious brunch. 
Wish Tree, Sun., Dec. 4:  Take a star from the St. Matthew’s Wish Tree 
and brighten the Christmas of someone from Hope’s Door, A-Home, or 
a child whose mother is incarcerated at the Bedford Hills Correctional 
Facility.
Christmas Pageant, Sun., Dec. 11:  At the 10 a.m. service, come enjoy 
the Christmas story performed by our Church School children as they fill 
the parts of the Holy Family, friendly beasts, angels and wise men. 
Bedford Chamber Christmas Concert, Wed., Dec. 14:  At 
8 p.m., the Bedford Chamber Concert will present Bach’s ever popular 
Brandenburg Concerti 3, 4, 5 & 6 for its Christmas Concert.
Excerpts from Messiah, Sun., Dec. 18: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service
Outdoor Carol Sing, Sun., Dec 18:  At 5 p.m. Carol sing in the back field.
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Sat., Dec 17:  Not only are the fellowship 
and conversation great, but the food is super too.  Starts at 7:30 a.m. and 
out by 9…. Join in! 
St. Mary’s Traditional Christmas Service, Fri., Dec. 23:  Christmas 
story and carol service at 5:30 p.m. with Antioch Pastor Merle McJunkin.
Christmas Eve Services, Sat., Dec. 24:
 4 p.m. Family Manger Services
 6 p.m. Manger Service
 9:30 p.m. Pre-Service Concert
 10 p.m. Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Day, Sun., Dec. 25
 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (No 8 a.m. service)
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Following The Footsteps of St. Paul
  

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

     Mary Farley

 Three years in the planning (with many obstacles along the way),
20 St. Matthew’s parishioners, along with 8 new friends, spent 14 days in 
Greece and Turkey touring the churches St. Paul helped establish 
including Ephesus, Thessaloniki, and Philippi. John Zahl’s “Sermons on 
the Bus” led us to a new understanding of St. Paul as the singular person 
who transformed Jesus‘s life and acts into thoughts and ideas for the ages. 
Celebrating Holy Eucharist among the ruins of Corinth was a highlight, as 
was reading the Epistles in the places to where Paul addressed them. We 
visited many sites of the ancient world, learning much history of Greece 
and Asia Minor from Paul Zahl’s insightful commentary on the classical 
eras. We returned exhausted but exhilarated!
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New Plaque in Vestry Room
  

Come Carol with Us!
 Christmas Carol Sing under the Trees!  Sun., Dec. 18th at 
5 p.m.  Led by Mark Weigel and Trish Hussey. 
 Hot chocolate and apple cider.  All under the lighted trees in 
the back field!

Have you pledged for 2023?
 No matter how much the stewardship committee hates to admit 
it, everything takes time. There’s simply no way around the fact 
that pledging is a very personal and complex decision that requires 
some thought.  There are nuances to each family’s decision that other 
people cannot imagine.  It’s complicated.
 Or is it? Consider for a moment all of life’s most crucial events, 
past, present and future.  You wouldn’t think twice about involving 
St. Matthew’s in any of them.  That’s not complicated.
 And, of course, that’s the whole point.  St. Matthew’s is here for 
you throughout it all.  It’s been that way for the parish for well over 
two centuries.  
 Today, the need To Know Christ and to Make Him Known 
is as strong as ever.  We ask for your pledge for the coming year 
to help with this vital mission.  And make no mistake—this is an 
essential ask.  Pledging is how we are able to construct a realistic and 
achievable budget for next year.  In fact, about 60% of the church’s 
expenses are covered by parishioner pledges each year.  In a very real 
sense, you are responsible for funding the ministry and mission of St. 
Matthew’s from year to year.  It’s no exaggeration to say you keep 
the lights on.  For 2023, we aim to come as close as possible to 100% 
participation with a goal to raise $900K from at least 225 individuals 
and families. 
 As we move beyond the pandemic of the past two years, please 
consider how St. Matthew’s helped see us through it.  Think of the 
online and in-person services, calming walks through the churchyard 
or glebe, and how the church was a haven throughout it all.
 Earlier this month, you received a letter from the vestry in the 
mail that asked for your pledge for 2023.  We know you want to 
reply, but if you’re like most of us, you put it aside, then promptly 
forgot about it. (That’s completely normal.)  But now is the time to 
rise to the occasion and send back a generous, earnest pledge that 
reflects the value of your stewardship.  
 We’ve made pledging easy. You can return your pledge card 
through the mail or pledge online. Should you have any questions 
about pledging or St. Matthew’s, please reach out to any member of 
the vestry or clergy. 

Stewardship Committee

What I’m Learning!
 I’ve spent about 12 amazing Sundays 
with the children and families of St. 
Matthew’s so far.  Each week I send out an 
e-mail with what we’re learning about the 
coming Sunday.  I’d love to share what I’ve 
been learning these last few months... 
 I have learned that the traditions here 
run deep and sharing them with your 
children, my friends, has been fun, exciting, 
informative and help me grow in my faith.  
I’ve learned the Children’s Chapel is a 
very special place where some of my friends love to do motions with 
the song; some of my friends like to choose the same jobs each week; 
and some love their siblings and want to pray for them always.  In the 
Church School classrooms, I’ve learned that some of my friends prefer 
crafts over games.  Some children need a buddy to thrive, and some 
prefer to figure it out on their own.  I have learned that the children in 
Club 567 have deep thoughts and wonder incredible things.  I have 
learned that all of the Church School teachers have big hearts and 
love and lead these children well.  I have been so grateful to learn that 
whenever the children are attending a service, whether for a Blessing or 
a song, the whole congregation lights up with the joy they bring to the 
parishioners. 
 I am learning so much from your families and love the beautiful 
campus we meet on each week.  I can’t wait to find what I’ll discover 
next about these wonderful children and leaders.  Thank you for 
welcoming me in, for bringing your children, and for serving alongside 
me.  I’m so excited about how God is moving within this Church School 
and within your children and families. 
Christmastime is here! 
 The annual Children’s Christmas Pageant is right around the corner.  
Children will have one rehearsal during an extended Church School on 
Dec. 4 and the pageant will take place during church on Dec. 11.  All 
children are invited to participate, and adult help is needed as well.  See 
my weekly parent e-mail for more info!   A big Thank You to Tara 
Deeks for taking the lead on organizing this year’s beloved event. 
  

Melissa Torres, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
 Honoring our longtime Rector, a new plaque and photo of the 
Rev. Terry Elsberry has been mounted in the Vestry Room.

 The Christmas Eve Family Manger Service is at 4 p.m. All 
families are invited and encouraged to attend!

http://www.stmatthewsbedford.org/asd


Fun at Preschool!  
 “It’s beginning to look like Christmas….”  This is one of my 
favorite times of the year. That time between the middle of November 
and the middle of December.  Yes, I love families coming together, 
seeing people give to those that they have never met.  I love the 
excitement that children have for the holiday season.  But as an educator 
and now a director, I love this season for other reasons.  This is the time 
you watch a class come together as a little community and family.  This 
is the time we start seeing big “aha” moments as children get older 
and are learning from their teachers and their friends.  I see so many 
“small” and large moments of kindness.  I believe St. Matthew’s instills 
this through the people that make up this community.  Drew and John, 
the Preschool Commission, Kelly and her staff, Sam, the vestry, the 
parishioners, the volunteers, the parents, Amanda, and of course, the 
teachers.  It takes every single person to have a safe and beautiful place 
for children to learn and grow.  I feel honored and blessed to be a part of 
your community. 
    Leslie Thivierge, Director

Special Speaker Coming, Dec. 8
 The Rev. Richard Witt, Executive Director of the Rural and 
Migrant Ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of New York, will come to 
St. Matthew’s Fellowship Room on Thurs., Dec. 8 at 7:30 p.m.  At this 
joint program with the Bedford Farmers Club, he will focus on two of 
their programs:  a youth leadership program and their efforts to help 
farmworkers create a flower cooperative. 
 Rev. Witt has served as executive director of Rural and Migrant 
Ministry since 1991.  Ordained as an Episcopal priest, Richard has 
served in congregations in NY and MA and as a chaplain at Vassar 
College.  He has also worked for a number of non-profit organizations 
in both states including: Greater Boston Legal Services, Oficina 
Hispana, and the Episcopal City Mission.
 The Rural and Migrant Ministry is a multi-faith, statewide 
organization, which works for the creation of a just, rural New York 
State through nurturing leadership; standing with the disenfranchised, 
especially farm workers and rural workers; and changing unjust systems 
and structures.  Its programs include: The Youth Empowerment 
Program, a federation of youth leadership development programs 
that enable youth to have greater control of their lives as they explore 
and internalize the concepts of self-worth, leadership, and democracy 
through efforts to create a just society; and The Accompaniment 
Program, which develops and connects allies with efforts for rural 
justice.  Of prime concern for Rural and Migrant Ministry is its effort 
to accompany farm workers as they organize for justice, equality, and 
dignity. 
 Rev. Witt holds degrees from Boston University and The 
Episcopal Divinity School, as well as a General Course Certificate 
from the London School of Economics.  In 2005 Richard was named 
as Transformational Fellow with Trinity Church, Wall Street in NYC.  
Richard lives in the foothills of the Catskills with his wife Tracy Leavitt.  
Richard and Tracy are blessed to share life with two sons and three 
daughters.
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It’s the Brandenburgs this December 
for the Bedford Chamber Concert 
Series 
 There’s something very special about attending a concert in the 
Fellowship Room during the holiday season.  Of course, you could 
just as easily sit in the comfort of your living room listening to a 
fine recording in your favorite armchair, but that’s a very different 
experience from a live concert that’s intimate and engaging in unique 
ways.
 Now add 13 world-class performers, a roaring fire, glorious 
acoustics, and your friends and neighbors. 
 And finally, add the pure musical genius of Bach.  Specifically, 
consider his most beloved instrumental work of all time, the 
Brandenburg Concerti.
 If this is your idea of a night to remember, you’ll want to mark 
your calendar for Dec, 14 at 8 p.m. when the Bedford Chamber Concert 
Series will perform Brandenburg Concerti 3, 4, 5 and 6 for its annual 
holiday concert. 
 Bach composed his Brandenburg Concerti while employed by 
Prince Leopold of Cöthen, which was a particularly fertile period in 
his creation of instrumental music (1717-23).  Bach, however, became 
restless and began to seek another position.  It is most likely for this 
purpose that he sent his set of six concerti to Christian Ludwig, the 
Margrave of Brandenburg.  (Ultimately, no job offer was proffered.) 
 Most of these works existed in earlier forms, and some movements 
even found their way into later compositions, often with altered scoring. 
(Bach was a devoted adherent to recycling.)  One of the qualities that 
makes the Brandenburgs so remarkable is that unlike the stylistically 
consistent Baroque concerti from composers like Vivaldi and Handel, 
the Brandenburgs dramatically vary.  No two feature the same set 
of soloists, and none is set for a single solo instrument.  Structure 
and style also vary considerably.  Bach seems to have created a very 
personal summation of the Italian concerto form, incorporating both the 
traditional and modern in his own unique way. 
 On behalf of Artistic Director Tony Newman and the Music 
Committee, we invite you to experience this marvelous music.  Better 
yet, why not bring friends and share a fabulous evening this holiday 
season?  Join us for this very special holiday tradition on Dec. 14 at 8 
p.m. in the Fellowship Room.  Tickets are $45 (student rate: $10) and 
available at bedfordchamberconcerts.org (encouraged, as this is a 
very popular concert), or at the door.

The Best Trees Ever
 Don’t miss the St. Matthew’s Christmas Tree 
Sale, Dec. 3 - 4, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., with beautiful, 
fresh Frazer Fir and Douglas Fir,  5 ft. to 12 
ft.  Home delivery is available.  Looking for 
volunteers!  If you would like to help out, 
please email Paul Matthews or Will Gourd.

A Symbol of the Season: Wreaths
 The Women of St. Matthew’s will host a 
wreath-making workshop in the Fellowship 
Room on Fri., Dec. 2, beginning at 9 a.m.  
Wreaths, ribbons and adornments will be 
provided.  If you have something pretty in your 
yard (holly, cones, etc) that you would like to 
use, please bring it.  The beautiful wreaths will 
be available for sale at our Christmas tree sale 
on Sat., Dec. 3 and Sun., Dec. 4.  You may also 
purchase the wreath you decorated for $30.

Poinsettias
 Our church ablaze with poinsettias at 
Christmas – remembrances of our loved 
ones no longer with us. Donations can be 
made online (list loved ones’ names in 
comment box), or return the donation envelope with their names 
by Wed., Dec. 14.
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 Advent Films Series
 The popular Advent Films Series returns to get us in the Advent 
mood and open our hearts once again for the arrival of Christ at 
Christmas.  Join John Zahl in the Fellowship Room on Sunday 
evenings starting on Nov. 27 from 7 to 9 p.m. to watch and discuss 
three films: 
 Nov. 27: Green Light (1937)
  Dec. 4: Lease of Life (1954) 
  Dec. 11: The Bishop’s Wife (1947)

Beautiful As Always
 We must 
continue to give 
thanks and praise 
to our Flower 
Committee, always 
keeping our church 
colorful and cheery, 
and in tune with the 
seasons.

The Youth Group and Confirmation 
Class
 Water balloon darts aid the discussion about the waters of 
baptism! 
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Our Little Saints Came Marching In on All Saints Sunday



Diocese of New York Convention
 On Nov. 11-12, June Blanc, 
Bill Fagan and Drew Courtright 
attended the Diocesan Convention 
representing St. Matthew’s Church.  
Each year, churches send their clergy 
and lay representatives to vote on the 
governance and business matters of 
the Diocese including the election of 
members of its various committees, 
its budget and various resolutions.  In 
his address to the Convention, Bishop 
Dietsche highlighted three programs 
that will have a significant impact on 
the Diocese: an update on the Diocesan 
Credit Union which has just received 
FDIC approval; and two resolutions; 
the creation of the 501(c)(3) organization to hold and administer 
funds received and identified for Reparations; and for the Diocese to 
reach Carbon Neutrality by 2030.  Bishop Dietsche’s speech can be 
viewed here.  The Convention also voted to commemorate Eleanor 
Roosevelt on Human Rights Day on Dec. 10.  
 On Dec. 3, a special Convention has been called to elect the 
Coadjutor who in April 2024 will become the 17th Bishop of the 
Diocese of New York.  St. Matthew’s will be represented by Rev. 
John Zahl (who was a member of the Committee to Elect a Bishop), 
Rev. Andrew Courtright, June Blanc, Scott Brown, Bill Fagan and 
John Walker.  The report of the Committee which includes the 
credentials of the five candidates can be viewed here.

Care Package Assembly for Women 
Inmates
 St. Matthew’s is partnering with St. James’ North Salem to 
assemble 100 care packages for our imprisoned neighbors at Bedford 
Hills and Taconic Correctional Facilities.  Organized by the Interfaith 
Prison Partnership (for which Drew is on the Advisory Council), a 
total of 750 care packages will be given to the women to bring some 
holiday cheer and much-needed items like clean socks, chapstick, 
chocolate treats, and more.  This family-friendly packing event will 
happen at St. James’ Church, 296 Titicus Rd, North Salem, NY, on 
Sun., Dec. 11 from 11:30-12:30 p.m. Donations to support these care 
packages (which cost $15 per package) can be made here.

Many Thanks to Everyone Who
Came for the Fall Clean-up! A
Great Turnout!
 Our annual Fall Clean-up was held on Nov. 5, sponsored by the 
Property Commission.
 A hardy and energetic group, under the direction of John 
Pinckney, put up deer fencing, raked leaves, winterized gardens, 
picked up fallen branches, and so much more. We are ready for a 
beautiful winter thanks to our dedicated gardeners.
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Comings & Goings
New or returning parishioners:
 Mr. & Mrs. Matthew & Mary Jorgensen 

66 Hack Green Road
Pound Ridge, NY 10576

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Whitney Voute 
452 Succabone Road

Bedford Corners, NY 10549

Mr. & Mrs. John & Brynn Whitaker
89 Hickory Pass

Bedford, NY 10506

Mr. & Mrs. Justin & Jennifer White-Chandler
14 Helena Drive

Bedford, NY 10506

Holy Baptism
Received into Christ’s Holy Church
 James Keegan – October 30, 2022
 Louise Mary Renwick – November 27, 2022

In Memoriam
In sure and certain hope 
 Susan Stickney – November 20, 2022

The St. Matthew’s College Jamboree 
Is Back
 Among the beloved traditions at St. Matthew’s that have 
been dormant for the past two years is the St. Matthew’s College 
Jamboree.  That dormant state is about to end on Sat., Feb. 11 from 
5-7 p.m. when we welcome back some of the leading a cappella 
groups from the Northeast.  Although the lineup of specific groups 
is still in the works, we do have an early commitment from the Yale 
Spizzwinks, a four-year, all-gender singing group founded in 1913.  
Mark your calendars for Feb. 11 and prepare for another fabulous 
evening of college talent in the Fellowship Room.  Watch these pages 
for an update on participating groups in the weeks to follow.    
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Ingathering – Providing Meals for
Those in Need
 On Sun. Nov. 20, the bags came in for our annual Ingathering, 
gathered from parishioners, with all the makings for a holiday meal 
for the families in need.
 They were delivered the next day to the Community Center, 
Abbott House AHome, the Interfaith Food Pantry and Open Arms. 
Thanks to the Outreach Commission and everyone who participated.


