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A Word from the Rector
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
(2 Cor 9:7)
Our approach at St. Matthew’s is not identical to that of other
Episcopal churches. Certainly, there is consistency from one Episcopal
church to the next, but St. Matthew’s stands out in many ways. For
starters, most churches spend a lot of time trying to re-package and
transform their approach to ministry. The assumption seems to be that
“the old ways are broken.” I do not accept this premise. Of course,
we seek to adapt (i.e., technologically with live streaming of services,
female leadership at all levels and online giving), but our goal at St.
Matthew’s is to hold fast to the liturgical course that was set for us by
our forebears.
There are some Episcopal churches which, like us, do not wish
to innovate, but most of them are Anglo-Catholic; they celebrate the
Eucharist at every service, and the joke goes: if there is a long way
to do something, they do it the long way. By contrast, our Protestant
“low-church” roots run deep at St. Matthew’s. We are one of only four
churches (out of 182) in the Diocese of New York which still
uses the service of Morning Prayer regularly as a Sunday morning
liturgy. Our approach is one of tasteful understatement, of high
regard for the preached word, of classic hymnody, and of focusing
week in and week out on the themes of grace as they are found in
Scripture. We strive for an unassuming verticality, and believe
that our traditions still translate into life-giving ministry for the
people in the pews. And we refuse to engage in pulpit politics.
Some would say we are foolish for taking this approach. It is
certainly not in vogue. …And yet, we are also somehow bucking
almost every trend of church decline that is dominating the wider
Episcopal Church landscape these days. Unlike most of our peers, we
are growing. Our role in this community, in our diocese, and even as
a model for churches throughout the country is vital. We are engaged
in what is supposedly a dying project, …and yet, the Spirit of God is
strong and active in our midst.
Each November we ask our members to pledge to support St.

Matthew’s over the course of the coming year. In the same way that
we strive to keep our other church traditions alive, we hope, too, to
continue the tradition of annual pledging, which means promising to
contribute a certain amount to fund our operations and annual budget
in 2023.
It is your support that enables us to stay the course in our ministry,
as we seek to breathe fresh life into the beloved traditions for which
St. Matthew’s is well-known. But we need your continued support in
order to, well, continue. We want to live up to our motto: “To know
Christ and make him known.”
We hope that there is always something for you at St. Matthew’s
every week for worship, and especially when something important
comes up. There most likely will be a time when you will need
comfort, support, reassurance and faith. You may need to have a baby
baptized or a teenager confirmed, to get married, or to have a loved
one buried. You may need counsel, or prayer, or a fresh avenue for
fulfilling outreach, or the joy of deep friendships. These are the things
we offer at St. Matthew’s, time-tested and universal in their relevance,
from one year to the next.
2023 stands to be a wonderful year, as we seek to grow and
provide more thorough care for your spiritual and pastoral needs.
But it depends upon you. We are grateful for anything you can do
to support us, and hope, in the way that you most likely subscribe to
many other services, that you will prioritize an ongoing “subscription”
to keeping St. Matthew’s buoyant.
Please make a prayerful pledge to St. Matthew’s for the coming
year, so that we can plan accordingly, moving from strength to
strength, and ever proclaiming the fresh life that is found in God,
through our tradition and legacy as Episcopalian Christians. God is not
dead!
With gratitude for each of you, in Christ,

Thanksgiving
St. Mary’s
On Wed., Nov. 23, 5:30 p.m., our sister church in the
woods, St. Mary’s, will hold its traditional Thanksgiving Eve
service with our Drew Courtright preaching. This warm and
wonderful service, held at St. Mary’s for over 100 years, is
filled with seasonal readings and hymns.

St. Matthew’s
While the turkey is roasting and the pumpkin pie baking,
come to a special Festival of Thanks service at 10 a.m. in the
church. It is a perfect way to celebrate the spirit of the season
together and to give thanks to God for our many blessings and
that of family, community and country.

Let’s Renew Our Commitment to St.
Matthew’s for 2023
“… a place which for many of us is the center of all
that is best in our lives.”

The Rev. Arthur Ketchum said it best. St. Matthew’s is our
spiritual haven where we are never alone. It’s also where we find the
comfort, hope and renewal to be our very best.
This is the time of year where we remind the parish that if St.
Matthew’s is important to you, then pledging should be important
to you. The need to fund the mission and ministry of your church is
as real as ever. We are asking for your pledge for 2023 because it
is essential—pledging is how we are able to construct a realistic and
achievable budget for the coming year. In fact, about 60% of the
church’s expenses are covered by parishioner pledges each year. In
a very real sense, you are responsible for funding the ministry and
mission of St. Matthew’s from year to year. It’s no exaggeration to
say you keep the lights on.
Right now, pledging season is just starting, so we ask that you
consider the role of St. Matthew’s in your life and how you are part
of this process. For 2023, we aim to come as close as possible to
100% participation with a goal to raise $800,000 from at least 210
individuals and families.
As we move beyond the unique challenges of the past two years,
please consider how St. Matthew’s has been there for you and the
entire community throughout it all. Think of the online and in-person
services, the calming walks through the glebe, or how the church has
helped so many during life’s most important ceremonies. The need to
know Christ and to make Him known are as essential as ever.
In the next couple weeks, you’ll be receiving a letter from the
vestry in the mail that will ask for your pledge for 2023. Instead
of putting it aside as something that can wait, we ask that you give
your pledge serious consideration when it crosses your desk. St.
Matthew’s truly needs you.
You can return your pledge card through the mail or pledge
online. Should you have any questions about pledging or St.
Matthew’s, please reach out to any member of the vestry or clergy.

Midnight Run Returns
On Oct. 15, five
adults and eight youth
distributed three
car-loads of food and
clothing to homeless
neighbors on the streets
of NYC. Our first
in-person “run” in
three years was made
possible by the generous
donations of St.
Matthew’s parishioners
and the leadership of
Dan Moore.

The Stewardship Committee

Thanksgiving Ingathering
Each year St. Matthew’s sponsors a
Thanksgiving Ingathering to provide a
full holiday meal for families in need. At
Thanksgiving, when we thank God for our
blessings, let us not forget those in need and
the hunger they feel. Through the Ingathering,
we distribute our holiday meal to Abbott House A-Home, The
Community Center, Interfaith Food Pantry and Open Arms.
This year, we are hearing from food banks that the need is
greater than ever. For instance, the Community Center has reported
a 20 percent increase of families in need, and a 30 percent decrease
in donations.
Our Thanksgiving Ingathering support begins with our Church
School children decorating bags, with a list for their families to shop
with them for designated food needed to prepare a dinner. With the
help of donations from our parishioners, we are able to purchase
turkeys and pies from The Market in Scotts Corners in Pound Ridge
to go with the food bags. Envelopes will be provided with your
church bulletin in November. Or alternatively, please go here to
donate directly. Your help is greatly needed and appreciated!
A special thank you to Eliza Clymer and her dedicated group
who deliver directly to the non-profits.
A heartfelt thank you to the St. Matthew’s family.
Laure Sturz & Caroline Shepherd
Outreach Commission Co-chairs
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Fall Clean Up
This will take place Sat., Nov. 5 from
9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Please bring your work
gloves and rakes to work on the grounds, and
loppers for the Woodlands. Tasks available for
all ages!

It’s All Bach for the Bedford
Chamber Concert Series this
November

Book of Common Prayer

The Bedford Chamber Concert Series continues with the second
performance of the season on Wed., Nov. 9. at 8 p.m. in the Fellowship
Room. Four works by Bach will be featured that demonstrate how the
late Baroque composer raised the foundations of nearly all forms of
instrumental and vocal music in his time. Artists Cho-Liang Lin (violin)
and Anthony Newman (harpsichord) will perform:
• 3 Sonatas for Violin and Harpsichord, Nos. 3, 4 & 6
• Chromatic Fantasia and Fugue in D minor
Bach composed his six sonatas for violin and keyboard during his
employment as kapellmeister from 1717-1723 at the princely court of
Anhalt-Cöthen. While most Baroque violin sonatas feature the violin as
the primary voice, these pieces are unique for their melody with a basso
continuo providing the harmonic support. It was the general practice
at the time to write out only the bass line (the left hand); the right hand
was improvised. In these sonatas, however, Bach broke convention
by writing out both right and left-hand parts, providing a much richer
texture while allowing the violin and keyboard to interact as equals.
The Chromatic Fantasy and Fugue distinguishes itself for yet
another dimension to Bach with its Fantasy movement considered
the culmination of a long tradition of keyboard pieces (often called
toccatas) and its free-flowing, quasi-improvisational style paired with
the more rigorous structure of a fugue. Historically, this piece with its
tragic tones in the recitative section may have been intended as a tribute
from Bach to mark the death of his first wife Maria Barbara Bach in
1720. Compositionally, the constantly shifting harmonic base built
on a descending chromatic scale breathlessly carries us through all the
major and minor keys, reminiscent of the harpsichord cadenza of the
Fifth Brandenburg Concerto. The distinct chromaticism that permeates
both movements gave rise to the modern title given to the piece today.
Also of note is the final section written as an instrumental recitative that
functions as an introduction to the vigorous Fugue that follows. The
theme features a rising chromatic figure, displaying all the harmonic
daring of the preceding movement. As with many of Bach’s fugues, the
movement begins quietly and slowly builds in intensity.
On behalf of Artistic Director Tony Newman and the Music
Committee, we invite you to join us for another very special evening on
Nov. 9 at 8 p.m. in the Fellowship Room. Tickets are $45 (student rate:
$10) and available at bedfordchamberconcerts.org.

Parishioners met with John Zahl for three Sundays in October to
learn about the history, theology and mechanics of the Book of
Common Prayer in our service. The last class will be on Nov. 27.

Early December Activities –
don’t miss
The Women of St. Matthew’s will host a wreath-making
workshop in the Fellowship Room on Fri., Dec. 2, beginning at
9 a.m. We will provide wreaths, ribbons and adornments for the
wreaths. If you have something pretty in your yard (holly, cones, etc)
that you would like to use, please bring it. You have the opportunity
to purchase the wreath you decorated for $30. Otherwise, the
wreaths will be available for sale at the church Christmas tree sale on
Saturday and Sunday.
The annual Christmas Brunch will be on Sun., Dec. 4, in lieu
of Coffee Hour. The brunch will be catered by Happiness Is…and is
always delicious. There will be tables set up with Christmas plants
for sale, ornaments, notecards and more.
Don’t miss the St. Matthew’s Christmas Tree Sale, Dec. 3 - 4,
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. with beautiful, fresh Frazer Fir and Douglas Fir, 5
ft. to 12 ft. Home delivery is available. Volunteers needed! If you
would like to help out, please email Paul Matthews or Will Gourd.

Preview of December
Sun., Nov. 27 & Dec. 4, 11
Fri., Dec. 2
Sat.-Sun., Dec. 3-4
Sun., Dec. 4
Sun., Dec. 11
Wed., Dec. 14
Sun., Dec. 18
Fri., Dec. 23
Sat., Dec. 24

Sun., Dec. 25

7-9 p.m.
9 a.m.
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
8 a.m.
10 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
8 a.m.
10 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
8 p.m.
8 a.m.
10 a.m.
5 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
4 p.m.
6 p.m.
9:30 p.m.
10 p.m.
10 a.m.

Advent Film Night
Wreath Making in the Fellow Room
Christmas Tree Sale (back field)
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
Lessons and Carols
Christmas Brunch
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
Christmas Pageant
Children’s Festive Coffee Hour
Bedford Chamber Concert
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
Advent Holy Eucharist, Rite II & Excerpts from Messiah
Outdoor Carol Sing
St. Mary’s Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Eve Family Manger Service
Christmas Eve Service
Pre-Service Concert
Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Day Service
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Haunted Hike

fi

We’ve been journeying through the Old Testament in Church
School learning about the Creation, Moses, and Esther and so much
more. Children participated with roles in the Children’s Chapel
services, had vibrant discussion in Large Group and Small Group and
created art and craft projects – including an abstract Mt. Sinai (with
cotton ball clouds, construction paper mountains and stone, and tissue
paper sky and plants), with Deborah discussing
qualities of a good leader standing under a colored
paper palm tree.
What’s Happening in Club 567?
This brand new Small Group Bible Boot
Camp for fifth to seventh graders continues to
thrive. The knowledge they gained navigating
the Bible is being sharpened and put it into
practice as they study the content of the Bible.
The Club 567 participants have decorated their
own journals and are learning to experience
scripture in a new way through the Lectio
Divina practice and creative journaling techniques. All fifth to
seventh graders are welcome to join at any time!
Celebrating Events and Looking Ahead
What a joy it was to see all the princesses, superheroes and
creative creatures during the “Blessing of the Costumes” on Sun.,
Oct. 30! Again, the Halloween Coffee Hour was a treat of thrills,
chills and delights. Spooktacular fun was had that evening, when the
children returned to St. Matthew’s for the Haunted Hike, staged by
the confirmands, and followed by a Pizza Party.
Coming up this November, the children will be participating in
the church-wide Ingathering. They will decorate bags and ll them
with their food donations and handmade crafts and cards. The bags
will be matched with turkeys and pies purchased with donations
from parishioners. We hope that we can help families in need
feel cared for with a Thanksgiving meal. More details about our
exact involvement will be sent out in the Friday Family e-mails.
Thank you to all who serve at and participate in our events that
help us to combine faith and fellowship through fun as we grow as
a church family. Please reach out to me with any questions about
Church School or our activities.

With Many thanks to Con rmation
Class & Youth Group.
fi

Church School and the Old
Testament!

Melissa Torres, Children’s Ministry Director

Blessing of Costumes & Crazy Coffee Hour
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Busy October at the Preschool
The air is crisp, the leaves are falling and St Matthew’s is
in full swing. The children have had such a wonderful month
of October – sharing their classwork with their grandparents,
going to the pumpkin patch and playing with our new
outdoor playground pieces, assembled by our preschool parents.
Along with our daily routines, we also have specials teachers
who augment our programming: music with Mr. Green, PE with
Mrs. Coyle, and Art, Yoga with Mrs. Goodkind and nature with
Steve Ricker. Chapel on Thursday is especially a treat with Rev.
Courtright joined on occasion by Rev. Zahl. Our 2’s, 3’s and
PreK are learning songs and prayers from Rev. Courtright and
love when he plays the guitar. On Oct. 29, the Preschool had
their Fall Festival sponsored by the Parents Association and the
formal dedication of the playground playsets in memory of Tara
Beninati. And of course, there was Halloween when everyone
got to be dressed up, including the teachers, trick or treat around
the church and march in the Halloween parade. All the teachers
of course were superheroes!

Pumpkin Patch

Grandparents Day

Family Service

Preschool Parents with little helpers assembling the new playsets.

Restoration of our Lychgate

Blessing Our Friends

As we now can see, our Lychgate is returning.
For over a year, following the destructive crash of a
storm driven tree, the gate has been damaged and in
need of restoring. A committee was formed headed
by Piers MacDonald and Mark Swank to tackle
the restoration project. Not an easy assignment, as
the framing and support were broken and, in some
places, rotted. Finding black locust posts to match
the originals was a challenge, but accomplished
with St. Matthew’s own locust branches.
A brief history of the gate is found in Key Notes
which estimates it to have been originally erected
in the 1850’s when our Churchyard was expanded
to make way for the “Jay plot”. The word “lych” in
Old English means corpse. And it was through this gate that a casket would be
transported going from the Church into the churchyard for burial.
On the right hand side wall of the Church as you walk to the Vestry wing,
there is a tall window that looks as if it had once been a door. It was a door that
led out from where the altar was, before the Church was expanded to the rear in
1960. It was through this door that caskets were taken following funeral services,
and were passed through the lychgate to the burial site. Often the casket would
be stopped while under the gate for a prayer.
The reconstruction that is going on now should be finished this winter, and
St. Matthew’s will have one more historic feature returned to our special and
historic Church.

On Sun., Oct. 2,
children of all ages
brought their pets, furry,
scaly, big and little to
be blessed by John and
Drew.

John Stockbridge
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Three Churches Worship Together
On Sun., Oct. 16, three churches – Antioch Baptist, St. Matthew’s
and St. Mary’s - held a joint service, a celebration of our longtime
union and friendship – and Drew Courtright preached…and surprised
all by playing the drums as well! Click here to see the service.

A True Labor of Love
Have you seen the new kneelers in church? Thanks go out to our
Committee of Needlepoint ladies who worked so hard to add even
more beauty (and comfort) to our Sanctuary. There are more to come!
Missy Renwick

Comings & Goings
New or returning parishioners:
Mr. Adam Brenner
531 Bedford Central Road
Bedford Hills, NY 10507

Mr. Eric Hayduk & Mrs. Lauren Locke
34 Ambler Drive
Bedford, NY 10506

Mr. & Mrs. Alan & Carrie Rush
34 Hollow Oak Road 101
Chappaqua, NY 10514

Mr. and Mrs. Peter and Meredith Scala
Deepwood Road
Bedford, NY 10506

Holy Matrimony
May they grow in love and peace with our Lord and one another
Ellie Lovering and Henry Bird – October 1, 2022

In Memoriam
In sure and certain hope
Pierre Daviron – October 5, 2022

Newcomers
The Welcome Commission, Vestry and Clergy
greeted newcomers to St. Matthew’s at a Cocktail
Party held in their honor on Oct. 24.

John Zahl & Barbie Riegel

Tina Foster & Andi Ahrens

John Zahl, Michele & Brian
Pellegrini & Marilen Tilt

Mary Andryc & Gif & Katy Foley

Drew Courtright, Geoff Smith & Kathy Brenner
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Alice Courtright, Ted Jacobi & John Walker

