
Nominated for the Vestry: Tara Deeks 
 The Deeks family has attended St. Matthew’s since 
2016.  For two years, Tara served as the Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator.  She continues to teach in the 
Church School and is a member of the Children and Youth 
Ministry Commission.  Tara has also been on the Art 
Show: Bedford organizing committee for seven years, five 
of which she has been co-chair of the committee.  Tara and 
her husband Michael have three daughters, Elizabeth (17), Amelia (15) 
and Sophia (14), all of whom have been confirmed at St Matthew’s. 

February 2023

A Thought from the Rector
 I attended a college in central Ohio, where it was said: “The 
worst thing about Kenyon College is February.”  It’s that gloomy 
time of year again, when spring and Easter are still a long way off, 
and it’s just cold and grey.  
 What are we to do about the February problem in life?  The 
spiritual analogy is low-hanging.  Surprisingly, the Bible teaches 
us that the February times are much more beneficial to our 
spiritual well-being than are the Augusts, that the lean years are 
better than the fat ones.  But how can this be? The explanation is 
simple: when life is weighing us down, we pray.  When we are 
beleaguered, we naturally seek God’s help and mercy, and when 
we long for salvation, this is where Jesus comes in.
 Remember that he was dubbed disparagingly to be “the friend 
of sinners.”  Jesus revealed to us, not that God despises sinners, or 
even that He blames them, but that He has compassion on them.  
One of my favorite theologians, Karl Holl, put it eloquently in 
a 1937 essay entitled, The Distinctive Elements of Christianity: 
“Jesus preaches a God who wants to have dealings with sinful 
men, a God to whom he who has sunk deep stands, in certain 
circumstances, especially near….”  And Jesus himself, put it most 
eloquently of all, saying: “I did not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners…for only the sick have need of a physician.”  
 What might this mean to you this February, or in the times 
when you are feeling most forsaken by a callous world?  The 
Gospel is a promise, that God’s arms are outstretched toward 
you in grace, that there is comfort and healing in His heavenly 
embrace; if you are feeling far from righteous, then Jesus is 
“especially near.”
 Theodore Parker Ferris, Rector of Trinity Church, Copley 
Square in Boston in the early part of the last century told the story 
that, one evening, he was having dinner with a young man (who 
was the son of a prominent parishioner), and they were talking 
about the young man’s father, who was known to be a stern and 
exacting man…
 The son said that when he had been in the Army, he had 
made a terrible mistake, gotten into trouble, and was given 
a dishonorable discharge.  He knew that what he had done 
disgraced the family, and he was sure that his father would be 
outraged.  But he also felt that he had to tell his father what had 
happened.
 “So I did,” the son said.  “I wired him and told him what 
happened.  He sent a telegram back.  The telegram had three 
sentences in it: “I will stand by you no matter what happens. I will 
be there in the morning.  Remember whose you are.”  These are 
the words of Jesus to every one of us who has known something 
of life in February. 

Art Show: Bedford Continues to Feb. 5
 The 50th annual Art Show: Bedford continues for a 
second weekend, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Fri. through 
Sun., Feb. 3 – 5.  Carol Bouyoucos will be giving 
a talk on “How to be Artistically Creative with a 
Smartphone” on Sat., Feb. 4 at 5 p.m.  There is no 
charge for the talk and refreshments will be served.  
 On display will be the rehung different works from 
the previous weekend, and a final chance to bid on our 
exciting array of auction prizes.  Be sure to see the dazzling variety of beautiful 
work available at the show, across a range of media and at all price points.  (See 
page 5 for pictures of the Preview Party.)

Notice of Annual Meeting   
  

             
 

          
 

 
  

 At the meeting, the parishioners present will consider the Annual 
Budget and the following Vestry slate for 2023, which was put forth by 
the Vestry.

• John Walker has been nominated to serve for his third two-year  
  term as Senior Warden. 
• Kathleen Brenner has been nominated to serve for her second  
  three-year term as Vestry member.
• William Fagan has been nominated to serve for his second three- 
  year term as Vestry member.
• David McCree has been nominated to serve for his second three- 
  year term as Vestry member.
• Tara Deeks has been nominated to serve for her first three-year  
  term as Vestry member.

John Walker, Senior Warden

 The Annual Meeting of the parish for 2023 will take place at 11 a.m. 
on Sun., Feb. 12, following the 10 a.m. service. The meeting will also 
be live-streamed. All persons 18 years of age or older who belong to 
the parish, who have been baptized, are regular attendees at worship, 
and who have contributed to its support for at least 12 months prior to 
the meeting, are qualified to vote at the meeting. In order to vote, one 
must be present in-person.
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Church School: New Year, 
New Testament!
 The last few weeks in Church School have been spent diving into 
Jesus’ life and what the events in the New Testament help us learn about 
our faith today.  
 We started learning about how Jesus called the disciples to follow 
him.  The disciples were all different, from different backgrounds and 
walks of life and were not always the most highly regarded people of 
society.  What 
does that mean 
for us?  We are 
able to follow 
Jesus just as the 
first disciples did, 
no matter who 
we are or where 
we come from or 
what we’ve been 
through.
 We then 
talked about 
prayer and 
different ways 
we can pray, 
including the 
prayer Jesus 
taught us to pray together.  We explored centering prayers, doodle 
prayers and 5-finger prayers.  We learned that we can pray to God 
anytime, anywhere, and about anything, and that Jesus is with us 
through whatever we are praying for. 
 That’s just what we learned the following week when we heard the 
story of Jesus calming the storm.  The children got to see Jesus as both 
fully human (he just needed a nap) and fully God (he had the power to 
stop the storm).  Fear and faith can co-exist.  We learned that we can 
trust in Jesus, even if we’re afraid. 
 All children, Kindergarten – 7th Grade, are invited to join the 
conversation at Church School anytime!

 Looking Ahead 
 The Super Bowl Bake Sale (Feb. 12) in the Fellowship Room.  
Parishioners, please help the Church School’s fundraiser by donating 
items to sell, or come and purchase some wonderful baked goods and 
snacks to enjoy during the big game!  This is a fundraiser to benefit 
Hour Children, an organization which supports families during a 
mother’s incarceration and after release to get back on her feet through 
the provision of housing, childcare, job training and mental health 
services.  Learn more about this organization at https://hourchildren.org. 
        

 
             
             

 Ash Wednesday Family Service (Feb. 22 at 4 p.m.) in the 
Children’s Chapel.  New this year, we will be holding a special service 
designed for children and their families.  Begin the season of Lent with a 
time of praise and reflection and receive ashes as a family. 
 I am always delighted to answer any questions you have about 
Church School or your child.

  Melissa Torres, 
  Children’s Ministry Coordinator
  mtorres@stmatthewsbedford.org. 

Welcoming a Child from Hour 
Children 
 This MLK Jr. weekend was very different from years past.  We 
welcomed a 12-year-old girl from Upstate New York, thanks to April 
Foley, the primary liaison for the Hour Children program.  The girl 
was visiting her mother at the Bedford Hills Correctional Facility for 
the first time and needed a host family. 
 It was clear that the weekend was going to bring mixed emotions 
for our guest.  She was very eager to see her mother but came back to 
our house subdued and sad that her time was short. 
 She found our surroundings a stark contrast to hers.  She was 
used to a tough, bustling neighborhood with people living in closer 
proximity.  She said that Bedford was so quiet, it was unsettling. 
 Her day-to-day routine at home consisted of many responsibilities 
including caring for her younger siblings who called her ‘mom’.  We 
were happy to give her a weekend experience where she could go-
kart, spend hours tackling the ninja warrior obstacle course and jump 
to her heart’s content at a trampoline park. 
 We ended each night watching “Stranger Things” on Netflix 
which became the common thread of the weekend.  It was a way for 
us to engage in easy conversation about characters and the storyline. 
Would we host again? 100 percent. When we give, we get so much 
back. And our weekend experience with our guest reinforced that. 

Noriko Akinla 

 Parish Mardi Gras Potluck (Feb. 19) in the Fellowship Room.
Bring a dish to share as we enjoy a pancake grill, New Orleans jazz
music, a king’s cake and a parade led by the newly crowned king and 
queen of Mardi Gras! (Please register here so that we know what 
dish you will be bringing.)

mailto:mtorres@stmatthewsbedford.og
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050549afab23a5f85-mardi#/
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St. Matthew’s Preschool
 February is always a joyful month in schools.  Children have 
been with their classmates for six months and beautiful friendships 
are being created.  Our St. Matthew’s teachers and parents spend a 
lot of time facilitating how 
to be kind to both friends 
and to themselves.  Even 
at the tender age of two, 
children are learning to 
say words like “please” 
and “play with me”.  Our 
threes have “found their 
voice” and I recently heard 
one of the three-year old’s 
say to one of his friends, “I 
love you Freddie, you are 
my bestest friend.”  Our 
oldest children, our Pre-
Kindergarten friends, melt 
my heart almost every day.  
This class has been together 
for at least three years at 
St. Matthew’s and you will 
not find 21 four- and five-
year olds as close as these 
children.   One of our Pre-Kindergarten teachers, who has taught 
for more than 35 years, remarked recently, I have never had a class 
as kind and friendly as this class.  Do kids argue and fight at times? 
Of course they do!  What I love watching is how fast they forgive 
each other.  I think we as adults can learn this very important part 
of relationships.  Forgiveness, Love and Kindness.  I guess our 55 
children are the real teachers. 

Leslie Thivierge, Preschool Director

Bedell Committee Update
 After serving six years on the Bedell Committee, five of these 
years as Co-Chair, Joe Maybank stepped down from the Committee at 
year-end 2022.  Debbie Gourd has also stepped down at the end of her 
term on the Committee at year-end.  We thank Joe and Debbie for their 
dedicated service on the Committee.
 David Andryc is the new Co-Chair of the Bedell Committee, 
serving with Kathy Brenner as the other Co-Chair.  Roger Vincent, Jr., 
has joined the Committee for a three-year term.

Our congratulations to 
John and Sara Beth…. 
Happiness forever to 
you two!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050549afab23a5f85-mardi#/
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The Gift of Life: Blood Drive
 The Blood Drive on January 12 was a success, due in part to 
Rev. Drew Courtright’s “Power Red” donation.  Power Red donors 
contribute twice the number of red blood cells.  Way to go, Drew!  
Thanks to Bill Fagan for organizing the St. Matthew’s Blood
Drives, with our next one on June 6.
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The Modern Story of Our Lych Gate 
 Our historic Lych Gate at the entrance to the Churchyard is back.  
An important landmark on our campus and one of the few remaining 
Lych Gates in the country, our gate is believed to have been erected in 
the 1850’s when our Churchyard was expanded to make way for the 
“Jay plot”. The word “lych” in Old English means corpse.  And it was 
through this gate that a casket would be transported going from the 
Church into the churchyard for burial. 
 After over 150 years, the old Lych Gate needed to be replaced 
100%.  Due to the outstanding effort and dedication of two individuals, 
Piers McDonald and Mark Swank, the Gate was rebuilt and restored 
to its previous beauty.  What a spectacular job they did!  Piers and 
Mark researched the history and rebuilt the gate to those standards.  For 
instance, to replace the poles, they found three black locust trees on our 
church land so the new poles could be cut to match the originals.  They 
researched roof angles, paint colors, the cross at the peak and more.
 Yes, they did have help.  Piers brought in his two brothers – 
Donald and Bruce -both excellent carpenters, who grew up going to St. 
Matthew’s.  Donald did the design and drawings and Bruce supplied 
the milled and cut wood.  Candy Borner and John Stockbridge provided 
guidance and Sam Godoi helped along the way.  We all owe a huge 
thanks to Piers and Mark, and everyone on the team, for historically 
rebuilding this important landmark and entry to our Churchyard.
   A full overview of work that went into reconstruction of the Lych 
Gate can be found HERE.

 St. Matthew’s
Churchyard was
established in the
northwest corner of the
property next to the
church in 1812. Records
dating back to that time resided in a dedicated file cabinet in the parish 
house in paper. Thanks to the painstaking work of many, most notably 
Candy Borner, Doug Kim, Kelly Napolitano and Louisa Jones, those 
records were finally converted to a digital database a couple of years 
ago, and now an interactive map of the Churchyard and grave look-up 
has just been completed. It can be found on the church website with a
brief description of the history of the Churchyard (click here).

https://
https://
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/3067/LychGateRestoration.pdf
https://www.cemify.com/cem/st-matthews


 Baby, it’s cold outside, but inside at the Art 
Show: Bedford Preview Party, it was sizzling 
and sparkling!  The Art Show Committee led 
by Jenny Convery and Tara Deeks threw a 
spectacular party to showcase wonderful works 
of art for purchase and raise funds for our local 
charities.

Art Show: Bedford Preview Party 2023
Celebrating 50 Years
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at the Bedford Playhouse 

 

 

 Rosellini, Ingrid 
Bergman… Ingrid Bergman’s 
seminal break-out role in one 
of Rosellini’s greatest films.  
Europa tells the story of an 
aristocrat who, after losing a 
son, discovers a whole new 
world on the other side of 
tragedy.  A profound story of 
conversion in post-war Italy, 
and timeless cinematography of 
the highest order, prompting the 
question: Is it insane to become 
a person of faith?
 

  Rock Hudson, 
technicolor marvel… 
Another criterion approved 
selection, starring the 
inimitable Rock Hudson, 
famous for its technicolor 
photography.  Learn the 
secret to life from a spoiled 
ne’er-do-well.
 

3/12

 

 

 Denzel Washington, Gary Oldman, 
and Mila Kunis star in this post-
apocalyptic tale about the power of 
Scripture and the sustaining power of faith 
in a parched land.  Includes one’s favorite 
quote re: the Bible – “It’s not a book; it’s a 
weapon!”  Huh?  Come and see to find out 
more.  Think Mad Max meets Christianity. 
 

 From the great director, William 
Wyler, of Ben Hur fame.  This movie 
won 7 (!!!) Academy Awards in 1946, 
including best film, best director, and 
best actor…  The touching tale of three 
servicemen who return home from war 
(one of them without arms), as they 
struggle to reassimilate into their old 
lives in the aftermath of devastating 
war experience.  A movie full of heart, 
healing, and grace to the umpteenth 
degree.  Let’s hear it for Wilma, and all of 
the amazing women in our lives! 
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St. Matthew’s Church’s

“Faith in Film” 

 Join the Rev. John Zahl for a “Lenten Film Series: Faith in Film” 
on Sunday nights at 6 p.m., Feb. 26 – March 26, featuring an edifying 
and thought-provoking selection of special movies, exploring themes 
of conversion, humility, forgiveness, faith in the midst of suffering, 
and grace. Each film will be proceded by a brief introduction and 
will be followed by a short discussion afterwards. All are welcome, 
and please invite friends as we hope this first joint effort with the 
Bedford Playhouse enables us to do something like this annually. 
Tickets available from: https://bedfordplayhouse.org

2/26
Europa ’51 (1952)

3/5
Magnificent 
Obsession (1954)

      
      

    
      

     
     

      
      

     
      

 
 Mia Farrow stars alongside Joe 
Mantegna in this zany outlier from 
Woody Allen’s middle-period. Farrow, 
an upper east side housewife, suffers 
from nagging and ambiguous health 
concerns, which prompts a visit to
Dr. Yang in Chinatown. That’s when 
things get crazy. Don’t miss this 
delightful exploration into things which 
ultimately do and don’t matter in life.

Alice (1990)
3/12

3/19
The Book of Eli (2010)

3/26
The Best Years of Our Lives (1946)

https://bedfordplayhouse.org
https://bedfordplayhouse.org/faith-in-film-europe-51/
https://bedfordplayhouse.org/faith-in-film-magnificent-obsession/
https://bedfordplayhouse.org/faith-in-film-alice/
https://bedfordplayhouse.org/faith-in-film-the-book-of-eli/
https://bedfordplayhouse.org/faith-in-film-the-best-years-of-our-lives/
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Pledges

Mr. & Mrs. John Abbott
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Akinla
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Allwin
Mr. & Mrs. David Andryc
Mrs. Marilyn Beck
Mr. Jonathan Becker & 
Ms. Alexandra Kotur
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Betteridge
Mr. Paul Byrd & Ms. Amy Parsons
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Blanc
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Boe
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremiah Bogert
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Bolen
Mr. & Mrs. William Bongiorno
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Booth
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Borner
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Bowers
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Brenner
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Caesar Bryan
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Burdick
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Cady
Ms. Camille Cannistraci
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Cantwell
Mrs. Helen Clay Chace
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Citrin
Mr. Michael Citro & Ms. Laura Blau
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Clymer
Mr. Jason Colvin & 
Ms. Elizabeth Krajewski
Mr. & Mrs. John Convery
Mrs. Storrs Cote
!e Rev. Andrew Courtright
!e Rev. Alice Courtright

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dailey
Mr. Fabrice Daviau & 
Ms. Bayly Ledes
Mrs. Christian Daviron
Mrs. Preston Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel De Menocal
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Deeks
Mrs. Gracemarie Dell Angelo
Mrs. Claudia Dovman
Mr. & Mrs. Sherman Durfee
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Dwyer
Mr. & Mrs. Jamie Edgar
Mrs. Libby Edwards
Mr. & Mrs. !omas Eshoo
Mrs. Evelyne Estey
Mr. & Mrs. William Fagan
Ms. Mary E. Farley & 
Mr. Frank Carnabuci
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ferguson
Mrs. Polly Finn
Mr. Nicholas Firth
Ms. Elizabeth Fogarty
Ambassador April Foley
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Foster
Mr. & Ms. Je"rey Freeman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Galvin
Mr. & Mrs. James Garten
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Gaynor
Mr. Frank Geiger
Mrs. Adelma Gillespie
Mr. John Glusman & 
Ms. Emily Bestler
Mr. & Mrs. Jose Gonzalez

Mr. & Mrs. William Gourd
Mr. & Mrs. Jake & Katie Grand
Mrs. Mary Grandy
Mr. Loren Gri#n & 
Ms. Traci Toll-Gri#n
Mr. & Mrs. David Grubb
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Guard
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Guernsey
Mrs. Terry Gumz
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Hallock
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Hass
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hill
Mrs. Betsy Hoguet
Ms. Andree Hussar-Izzo
Dr. Cynthia Jerome & 
Mr. Eric Bergman
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Jorgensen
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Joyce
Mrs. Jani Jussel
Mr. & Mrs. Brendan Keegan
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Kent
Mr. & Mrs. Simeon Ketchum
Mr. & Mrs. Wilmot Kidd
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Kim
Mr. & Mrs. Loring Knoblauch
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Kroeger
Mrs. Sally Kroll
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Kronenberg
Mr. Christopher Lacovara & 
Mr. Sam Green

 The Vestry of St. Matthew’s Church would like to thank those who have 
pledged or contributed financial support to our 2023 Annual Stewardship Drive. 
While we will graciously accept financial gifts anytime during the year, your 
early support allows us to more accurately budget the ministry of St. Matthew’s.
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Mrs. Heather Lamb
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Lange
Ms. Susannah Leighton
Mrs. Shirley Linde$eld & 
Mr. !omas Sullivan
Mrs. Unni Linde$eld
Mrs. Connie Lindsay-Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Long
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Louras
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Lovering
Mr. & Mrs. Piers MacDonald
Mr. & Ms. Gordon MacGill
Mr. & Mrs. Ian MacLean
Mr. & Mrs. John Manning
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Maybank
Mr. & Mrs. David McCree
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Metro
Mrs. !omas Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Miele
Mr. & Mrs. Tyler Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Franklin Montross IV
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Moore
Ms. Kimberly Morella
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Morley
Mr. & Mrs. M. Christopher Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Je"rey Neeck
Mr. & Mrs. John Needham
Dr. & Ms. Stephen Nicholas
Mr. & Mrs. John Nolon
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald O’Neil

Mr. & Mrs. Femi Otelaja
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Parsons
Mr. Luther Peacock & 
Ms. Julie Bacon
Mr. & Mrs. Francisco Pedraza
Mr. & Mrs. Je"rey Peek
Mr. R. Perry
Mr. & Mrs. Clark Petschek
Dr. & Mrs. John Pinckney
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Polk
Mr. & Mrs. James Raezer
Mr. & Mrs. William Rapp
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Reeder
Mrs. Donna Reimer
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Reimer
Mr. & Mrs. James Renwick
Ms. & Mr. Geo"rey Robertson
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. J. Howland Robinson
Mr. Kristian Salovaara & 
Ms. Carol Matthews
Mr. & Mrs. Camillo Santomero
Dr.  Paul & Dr. Christie Sasso
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Schiro
Mrs. Janet Schloat
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Scott
Mr. Geo" Smith
Mr. Erik Soderberg
Mr. Albert Stickney
Ms. Debbie Stiles
Mr. & Mrs. John Stockbridge

Mr. & Mrs. Jason Stull
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Sturz
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sutton
Mrs. Missy Swan
Mr. !omas Sweeney
Mr. & Mrs. Steel Swi%
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Talbot
Mr. & Mrs. John Talty
Mr. Larry Tamaccio & Dr. Betsy Seng
Mrs. Patricia !ompson
Mr. & Mrs. George !urston
Mrs. Marilen Tilt
Mr. & Mrs. William Tingue
Mrs. & Mr. Charles Tisi
Mrs. Jane Tissot
Mr. & Mrs. Conor Tochilin
Mrs. Edith Tuckerman
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Vincent, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. John Walker
Ms. Ann Walker-Lockley
Mr. & Mrs. John Warden
Mr. Mark Weigel & 
Ms. Dyllan McGee
Mrs. Aimee Whitman
Mr. & Mrs. Cutler Whitman
Mr. & Mrs. Je"erson Willets
Ms. Nancy Wise
!e Rev. & Mrs. John Zahl
!e Rev. & Mrs. Paul Zahl

Pledges

St. Matthew’s also recognizes those who give freely of their time and talent, and thank them for their generosity of spirit.

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the names above and we apologize if we have missed someone. If your name is 
not included above, and you have made a financial commitment to St. Matthew’s for 2023, please contact the Parish Office so that we 

may recognize your contribution next time.


